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‘We do’ versus ‘No you don’t’ 


Both sides of the same-sex-marriage issue brace for battle 


BY KRISTEN LOMBARDI 
HE FREEDOM To Marry Coali- 


tion of Massachusetts wasted no 
time shaking the gay money tree to 
fund the fight ahead after the 
Supreme Judicial Court’s November 
18 ruling that barring same-sex mar- 
riages in the Commonwealth violates 
the state Constitution. Just five days 
after the historic ruling, the coalition 
assembled approximately 60 of the 
gay community’s well-heeled mem- 
bers at a beautifully restored, 18th- 
century Ipswich home that could 
have sprung from the pages of House 
and Garden. Scattered among the 
tasteful furnishings and wrought- 
iron fixtures were balloons, magnets, 
pens, bumper stickers, membership 
forms, and posters; all bearing the 


purple-and-white logo of the Free- 
dom To Marry Coalition of Massa- 
chusetts (FTMMass). The crowd, a 
mass of chatter and laughter, 
swarmed around a table of aged 
cheese, pomegranates, and filet 
mignon. They drank beer and sipped 
wine. They toasted what many of the 
middle-aged partygoers described as 
“the unimaginable.” 

The FTMMass and MassEquality, 
which includes the Massachusetts 
Gay and Lesbian Political Caucus 
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(MGLPC) and the American Civil 
Liberties Union of Massachusetts, 
are picking up where Gay and Les- 
bian Advocates and Defenders 
(GLAD) left off. GLAD, of course, 
won the battle for civil-marriage 
rights for same-sex couples in the 
state’s highest court. Now, it’s up to 
groups like the FTMMass, the 
MGLPC, and their allies in the 
grassroots campaign for equal mar- 
riage rights to do the same in the 
court of public opinion. 

Says Mary Bonauto, the GLAD at- 
torney who litigated the same-sex- 
marriage lawsuit before the SJC, “No 
one will go down easy on this one. 
The other side will do everything it 

See MARRIAGE, page 16 
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TALKING POLITICS 


Michael 
Flaherty 
collides 
with reality 


For many years the Boston City 
Council president was leading a 
charmed life. Then came 2003. 


BY ADAM REILLY 
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foray into electoral politi 

high-profile bids for off 
was 27. Unlike some polit 
herty — 
tive Michael Flaherty Sr 


defeats by regrouping 


the son of 1 


rather 

After finally winning election to th 

City Council as the fourth of four at-larg 
candidates in 1999, he continued to 
strengthen his position, finishing 
overall in 2001, ascending to the 
presidency in 2002, and topping 


ticket in 2003, at the age of 3 


= 
second 


council 


portant, he stayed true tc 


roots without beir 


across the 
progressives Lays 
garnered widespread praise as a 
South Boston politician 
scending that ne 
Irish Catholic 
its storied tradition of pol 

It was an impressiv 
prompted widespr 
could become Boston’s next 
when incumbent Tom Men 
cate the post “0 spect en on Wa 
by the fact that \ 


Flaherty on a Oo 


d publicly backed 
ccasions, most notably 
by brokering a compromise that gave Flaher- 
ty the council presidency in 2002. But in 
2005, after nine years of making all the right 
moves, Flaherty stumbled. He alienated the 
council’s minority-progressive contingent by 
frequently using Rule 19 — a parliamentary 
See FLAHERTY, page 28 
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Lares e-mails: ‘Thanks for not taking me to that fabulous bar last night. | had a wonderful time not meeting y 
wahoo user: 4 — Chris Wright, News and Features, page 12 
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talks to label honcho Bob Koester about the history of 
Delmark Records. 
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A new store, a new adventure in the world of Arts & Crafts, Costume Jewelry, Fashion. 


G K A N D O P E N N G Professionally Trained Teachers 


This Sat., Dec 6th, at 7pm | PUP Cr Ue mee 


We invite you to simply join us for an even ng of artsy tun! | DRUMS 
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Art Lessons * all styles + all ages + all levels 
1 on 1 or group lessons available - Learn from an experienced teacher. 





1112 Boylston St. - 


Ith Ave (Babcock T Stop) - 2nd Fl rt 
1018 Commonwealth Ave (Babcoc top) - 2nd Floor 
Boston MA 02215 * 617 713 4996 (Between Mass Ave & Hemenway, near Beridee College) 


HOURS: Tues-Sat: 1lam-6pm * Sun-Mon: CLOSED Sales & Service: 617-424-0909 
Lessons & Practice Rooms: 617-247-9900 
www.adrums.com www.plusmusic.org 


For directions & more info call: 617-713-4996 
or email lucia@artbeatinternational.net 





KARREES 4 
RSS RE DEER EEE 


: 





es a tea a alain AN Le) Ay A ‘ oly 


tts & he 
SeeEEES 








4 DECEMBER § 








BOSTON * PROVIDENCE » PORTLAND 


VOL. XXXII, NO. 49 
PususHer & CHAIRMAN 


Stephen M. Mindict 
Presivent & Cicer OPERATING OFFICER 
H. Barry Morr 
Executive ViCE PRESIDENT 
Bradley M. Mindict 
Eprror 


r Kadzis 


BOSTON 


Sensor MaNacinc Eprron/PHoenx Newspaper Grour 
Director: K 3. Semon EorronaL DESIGNER: Kelly 
Eprroma: DesicNeRs: Jasanne net: tans 
a Aas Epon 
Eorrors 


Desicn 


Assocue AR elick, ARTS 
Sensor Stare Warren 


S CooRrDiINa 


PORTLAND 


Me 


Supscrrnions: Bulk rate 
ronths, $200/1 year. Bulk 

delivery. Send name and addr W heck a ey order 
Subscription Department, Boston Phoenix, 126 Brookline Ave., Boston. 
MA 02215. Coprricur. 2 by the B x. Inc. Alt nghts reserved 

Reproduction without permission, by any n 4 
Prinrep By: Mass Web Printi 
Auburn, MA 01501 + (508) 832-5317 


Tur Paocom Sapa 


Crmmman Stephen M. Mindich Present H. Barry Morris 
Execunive Vict Preswenr M. Mindich Eprrom Peter Kadzis 
Desecror oF CORPORATE Chases A. Waiter 
‘Dmector oF Newsearen Gaour Sa.es A. William Ristesr: 


errno 


EDITORIAL 


The legislature must override Romney's court veto. Plus, clean needles to 
combat AIDS; and the Church's hypocrisy over same-sex marriage. 


The cost of justice 


OVERNOR MITT Romney’s spend- 
ing priorities are so out of whack that 
one hardly knows where to begin. Just 
last week, for instance, the Massachusetts 
Taxpayers Foundation issued a report show- 
hat, for the first time in decades, the 
te is spending more on prisons than it is 
on higher education 
Still, Romney's ongoing assault on the 
tate’s justice system is worthy of special 
mention 
On the af- 
ternoon before 
Thanksgiving, 
a time when 
the State 
House was 
nearly empty 
Romney ve- 
toed $80 mil- 
110N In state 
spending. He 
cut in half a 
$100 mi 
economic 
stimulus pé 
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the core, and will do Rom- 


ney’s bidding. The likely result: judges who 


Commission 
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ypposite messe 


are anti-defendant and pro-prosecution 
Romney de 


his correction and public-safety com 


rves some credit for remov 
ing 


missioners, as well as several other high 
As this week’s Boston 
Globe series on the death of John Geoghan 


underscores, the Department of Correc- 


ranking officials 


in particular, has failed at one of its 


most bs ytecting the lives of the 
inmates forcibly entrusted to its care 

But getting rid of underperforming gov- 
ernment employees is always politically 
popular. The real question is whether Rom- 
ney is more interested in politics or in jus- 
tice. His vetoes indicate that if he is at all 
interested in justice, it would be of the 
heavy-handed sort. 

The Romney administration, of course, 
justified the governor's vetoes by citing the 
need to control spending. That’s not wrong 

especially since no one is willing to talk 
about a much-needed tax increase. But the 
economy seems to be improving, and the 
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tight-fisted House Speaker, Tom Finneran, , 


evidently believes the state can now afford 
a bit more essential spending. 

Fortunately, it is likely that Romney’s ve- 
toes will be overridden by the overwhelm- 
ingly Democratic legislature. They should 
be with the court-spending veto at the 
top of the list, followed by the inane and 
foolish $300,000 cut in the state’s arts 
budget. Unless Romney’s intent is to 
demonstrate his ignorance of the proven 
value of the arts to the economic viability of 
Massachusetts, the governor cannot possi- 
bly justify these cuts 


R 
0+: YEAR ago, Boston mayor Tom 


Menino used the occasion of World 
AIDS Day to announce his support for a 
vital public-health measure: allowing any 
one over the age of 18 to purchase hypo- 
dermic needles without a prescription. 


But even though Massachusetts is one of 
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it were news 
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works 


state’s Depart 
ment of Public 
Health has 
found that 21.4 
percent of HIV 
infection Cases 


recorded in 





Massachusetts 





between 2000 

and 2002 were 
caused by using injected drugs — but in 
Boston, the proportion was just 14.6 per- 
cent. That almost certainly has something 
to do with needle exchange. 

Proponents of over-the-counter needles 

gue that such sales are likely to be more 
politically acceptable than free needle ex- 
change. But that is shortsighted, as Menino 

who has supported needle exchanges 
since he was a city councilor in the late 
1980s surely knows. What we need are 
both. Eliminating the need for a doctor’s 
prescription is more likely to help addicts 
who function in society — people who hold 
jobs, and who inject themselves in the pri- 
vacy of their homes rather than in danger- 
ous shooting galleries. The only reason 
they can’t readily obtain clean needles is 
that it is illegal for them to do so. Simply 
eliminating the need for a prescription will 
solve that problem. 

But it would be a tragedy if the legaliza- 
tion of over-the-counter needles were 
seized upon as an excuse to get rid of free 
needle-exchange programs. If anything, 
necdle-exchange should be expanded so 
that addicts in urban areas such as Worces- 
ter, Springfield, Lawrence, and Brockton 


are served as well. 

After all the down- 
and-out addicts who live only for their next 
fix — will continue to depend on the kind- 
ness of strangers bearing free needles 


the hardest cases — 


UT OF TOUCH though they may be, 
not only with the culture at large but 
with their own flock, the Catholic bishops 
are entitled to their opinion with regard to 
same-sex marriage. But they are not entitled 
to impose their opinion on others, Catholics 
and non-Catholics alike 
Yet that is precisely what they are seeking 
to do now that the Supreme Judicial Court 
has ruled, in the Goodridge case, that les 
bian and gay couples in Massachusetts have 
a constitutional 
right to marry 
A letter writ 
ten by the four 
Massachusetts 
bishops, led by 
Archbishop 
Sean O’ Mz 
of Boston 
the Goodridge 
lecisi 
tional! t 
The bishops 
say they want 
an extension of 
the 180-day deadline nted by the cour 
and, ultimately, an amendn the state 
ion banning san 
Goodridge allows 
ame-sex couples 
Ww clergy in whatev 
nstitutions that wish t 
»women {tc 
y not be 
DV 
based on powers granted by the state.) 
But the court rul does nc 
Catholic Church 


perform 


t require the 
r denomination 
f Thus the 
as O'Malley et il 
would be p ed 

Yet the Church would force the rest of us 
to adhere t« 


same-sex marriages 
“sanctity of marria 


lefine it, 


its own theological peculiari 
ties. And though the Church doesn’t pay 
taxes, it lobbies our elected officials openly 
and incessantly 

One hardly needs to be reminded of how 
hypocritical it is for an institution such as 
the Catholic Church to speak out on mat 
ters of sexual morality. For a refresher, we 
recommend a new documentary on the 
matter of accused pedophile priest Paul 
Shanley and his enabler, Bernard Cardinal 
Law, that will be shown on New England 
Cable News this week (see “Media,” This 
Just In, page 7) 

But hypocrisy is unsurprising. What real- 
ly rankles is the Church’s ongoing lack of 
respect for the democratic process — a 
process that, as the SJC properly observes, 
is as much about protecting the rights of 
minority groups such as lesbians and gay 
men as it is about imposing the will of the 
majority. 

Recent polls suggest that neither the pub- 
lic nor the legislature is ready to follow in 
lockstep with Archbishop O’ Malley and his 
band of bigoted bishops. So perhaps that’s 
one good thing to come out of the Church’s 
shattered credibility in the matter of child 
sexual abuse. a 


What do you think? Send an e-mail to 
letters@phx.com. 
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this just in 


Romney vetoes immigrant benefits 


It’s been something of an emotional roller 
coaster for legal immigrants who have lost health 
care benefits under Medicaid, the joint state- 
federal program for the poor and disabled (see 
“Faces of Denial,” News and Features, November 
14). Just two weeks ago, they were riding high 
when legislators passed a supplemental budget for 


sar (FY) 2004 that called 





for restoring 








to some of the 8980 immigrants who 

ere cut from the Medicaid rolls in August. But 
their hopes were derailed when Governor Mitt 
Romney vetoed the budget measure last week 
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that would damage 















restored Medicaid to some 2500 elderly and 
disabled legal immigrants — less than a quarter 
of those legal immigrants who lost Medicaid 
coverage in an earlier budget cut — Romney has 
killed a provision that merely would have required 
the Division of Medical Assistance (DMA), which 
administers Medicaid, to re-enroll these 
immigrants if the $6 billion Medicaid program 
has surplus funds this fiscal year. Simply put, it 
would not have cost the state any additional 
money 

As Ali Noorani, the executive director of 
Massachusetts Immigrant and Refugee Advocacy 
Coalition (MIRA), puts it, “We were not asking 
for new money. We were just asking for a 
population in need to get coverage” by using 
monies already appropriated to the DMA in FY 
04 

If anything, the governor’s veto strikes 
advocates and their legislative allies as 
financially shortsighted, since elderly and 
disabled immigrants will now have to resort to 


hospital emergency rooms for their care. “We 





like we’re saving money with these vetoes, 
it springs up in the emergency room,” says 
yr Mark Montigny (D—New Bedford), 


xed to draft the original budge 








ovision. He describes the 
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CONSUMER ACTIVISM 
Sweat hogs 


in the spectrum of activist causes, 
sweatshop labor falis somewhere between 
Tibetan freedom and saving the whales — 
noble, but somewhat passé. And when 
there’s a staunchly right-wing 
administration in the White House and an 
unjust war still going on overseas, the fight 
against sweatshop labor seems as out of 
place as Kathie Lee Gifford at an AFL-CIO 
meeting. “Sweatshops are not going to be 
on the top of many people's lists,” says 
Adam Neiman, CEO of No Sweat 
Apparel, an anti-sweatshop clothing line 
based in West Newton. “People have other 
things on their minds: you've got a war, 
millions of children and prostitution on the 
streets, pressing things like that.” 

But with the declared support of 
Musicians Against Sweatshops, or MASS 
(www.nosweatshop.org) — a collective of 
anti-sweatshop musicians that includes 
folks like Billy Bragg, Chrissie Hynde and 
the Pretenders, Chumbawamba, and the 
Asian Dub Foundation — Neiman hopes 
to bring attention back to the garment 
industry. And so, in conjunction with 
progressive retailers such as Powell's 
Books, Union Wear, and Union Threads, 
Neiman has established the Union Mali 
(www.nosweatshop.com) — “the first 
shopping mall in the world where you 
can't find a stitch that was made in a 
sweatshop.” 

Although one Web site isn't going to 
eradicate the world’s unfair labor 
practices, Neiman sees it as a small step 
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Dennehy to take DOC 
reins for the long haul 


uptly Monday 
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Executive Office of Public Safety 
(EOPS), confirms that M ) 
expected to return to his position. “We 
do not anticipate the commencement 
of any further search [at least] until the 
conclusion of the ongoing Governor's 
Commission on Corrections Reform,” 
says Principe. That commission 
chaired by Scott Harshbarger, won't 
finish its work until April, and, as of 
now, there are no plans to open a 
search at that time unless the 
commission recommends it. 

Dennehy, a 21-year DOC veteran, 
replaced Maloney as deputy 
commissioner when Maloney was 
promoted in 1997, and now follows him 
as commissioner. She takes charge of 
a department reeling from the murder 
of defrocked priest John Geoghan by 
another prisoner in August, the escape 
of a child rapist from the 
Massachusetts Treatment Center in 
October, and allegations that the 
department fosters a harshly punitive 
atmosphere. In addition to the 
governor's commission, a joint 
legislative committee held hearings in 
October to addresg growing concerns. 

At that hearing, EOPS secretary 
Edward A. Flynn $g@ke of changing the 
current “emphasilga p punishment over 
rehabilitation apdemmmut it. “It i 
enough to be be RB crime, Weed 















ea 


oF ’ 





in the right direction. “This is the very first 
time that ordinary people who care, but 
are not activists, can do something other 
than wring their hands about sweatshop 
labor — which is something that touches 
them intimately” Intimately? “Every time 
they put on a piece of clothing, 
{sweatshop labor] touches them.” Like 
when people put on their Fruit of the 
Looms? “There you go: Fruit of the Looms 
are the product of sweatshops.” Neiman 
says, laughing. “It doesn’t get anymore 
intimate than that” 

Essentially, Neiman — roofer by day, 
activist by night (“I don’t sleep much,” he 
jokes) — hopes to ignite a boycott protest 
that will change industry policies. “When 
the government tells industry to do 
something, it’s like a parent telling it to do 
something. When activists tell the industry 
to do something, it’s like a kid brother 
telling them to do it. But if consumers tell 
them, or investors tell them, weil, those 
are like the girls they want to get a date 
with. And we all know that the industry 
folks are like randy teenagers.” 

Strange metaphors aside, Neiman also 
sees his crusade as a fight against a 
worldwide shift. “The global sweatshop is 
really something all of us are sliding into. 
Every day we wake up and we work 
harder for less money. All of us.” he says 
“And how can our rags be glad rags when 
they're cloaked in the misery of the 
world?” 











— Camille Dodero 






























spokesperson. “She's 
she’s fully equipped for the j 

At the least, Dennehy starts with 
something Maloney lacked: the trust of 
the guards’ union. “She's always dealt 
with us honestly and fairly,” says 
Robert Brouillette, business agent for 
the Massachusetts Correction Officers 
Federated Union. “One of our biggest 
problems has been the lack of 
leadership and cooperation from 
Commissioner Maloney.” 

One of Maloney’s last acts in office 
in fact, was to suspend Brouillette from 
his DOC job for 10 days for discussing 
the circumstances of Geoghan’s death 
with the news media. His suspension 
— and Maloney’s departure — come 
just as the department's internal report 
on Geoghan’s death is supposed to be 
completed, Walker points out. The 
release of the report could be 
Dennehy’s chance to signal her 
intentions. “I'd like to see her say what 
nobody at the Department of 
Correction has said,” Walker says. 
“That we made an enormous mistake 
here, we are very sorry it happened, it 
happens to others, and this is wrong, 
and I'm going to fix it.” 
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MOB JOBS 
Curriculum mortae 


Two longtime mobsters and an associate were indicted yesterday on 
federal racketeering charges in a case that exposed a rift in the New 
England mafia, with unhappy soldiers from Boston complaining to the 
family hierarchy in Rhode Island that they were having trouble making 


= living in the mob. 


ld ing to the indictment, [one mobster] complained ... that he “io delinquen 
could no longer make a living “on the street” and had to get a real job. Juvenile deling 


— the Boston Globe, December 2 








Two to depart Globe 


Two Boston Globe staff members are moving on to the national stage 

Alex Star, who has edited the Sunday Ideas section since its inception in the summer of 
2002, will leave by the end of the year to become senior editor at the New York Times 
Magazine. (Both the Globe and the Times are owned by the New York Times Company.) 
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“1 don’t expect it to change dramatically,” Star, the former editor of Lingua Franca, said by 


e-mail this week in response to a question about what his departure would mean for Ideas 
In an internal Times memo — posted Tuesday on Jim Romenesko’s media-news site at 
Poynter.org — Times Magazine editor Gerald Marzorati said Star would function as the 
behind him and deputy editor Katherine Bouton 
's thoughtful, genial and as the Ideas section of the Globe 


magazine's number-three editor 


Wrote Marzorati of S 





attests inventive, and we cannot wait until his skills and temperament ease their way into our 


decision-making and our p 





Also leaving the Globe is staff reporter Ellen Barry, who has covered stories ranging from 
the wars in Afghanistan and !rag to the mental-health beat with flair and distinction 

Barry will work for the Los Angeles Times as the Atlanta-bureau chief. She was a staff 
writer for the Boston Phoenix in the mid 1990s, and before that was a reporter for the Moscow 


Times 


In 2002, Barry was a Pulitzer Prize finalist for her coverage of a group of Sudanese boys 


who moved to the Unitéd States 


MEDIA 


A nuanced look at 
a notorious priest 


Call it the cringe factor 
These days, whenever a 
Catholic priest pops up 
on television in a story 
about child sexual abuse, 
we brace ourselves for the 
worst. So it seems almost 
counter-intuitive that, in a 
New England Cable 
News documentary about 
the Paul Shanley case, 
one of the most clear- 
eyed subjects is — yes — 
a priest. 

The Reverend Robert 
Bullock, who used to 
supervise Shanley, speaks 
eloquently of the Catholic 
doctrine that good and 
evil often reside in the 
same person. Bullock, 
who possesses a young 
man’s voice that emanates from an old man’s 
face, also delivers the epitaph that is the title of 
the hourlong film: “Who can fathom the 
human heart?” 

Who Can Fathom the Human Heart? Father 
Shanley and the Church Crisis is an ambitious 
examination of one of the most notorious 



































figures to emerge from 
the pedophile-priest 
scandal: the Reverend 
(he has yet to be 
defrocked) Paul 
Shanley, admired in the 
1960s and ’70s for his 
work with street kids 
and gay Catholics, and 
reviled since 2002, 
when the Boston Globe 
reported on a long list of 
boys and men who 
claim they were sexually 
abused by Shanley. In 
some ways, Shanley 
— has come to 
symbolize the crisis, 
fe with those unforgettable 
images of him being 
whisked from his home 
in San Bernardino, 
California, in order to be arraigned — in 
handcuffs — in a Massachusetts courtroom. 
Shanley turns out to be a man of 
contradictions even among those who know 
him. For instance, we see homeless advocate 
Kip Tiernan say that, during the years of 
Shanley’s street ministry, there was “never a 
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whisper of behavior that was unacceptable.” 

Yet another contemporary of Shanley’s, 
former state legislator Elaine Noble, says it 
was well-known within the gay and lesbian 
community (Noble was the state’s first openly 
lesbian legislator) that Shanley frequented gay 
bars and bathhouses. During one especially 
wrenching moment, Noble is overwhelmed by 
emotion. Though she doesn’t say much, it’s 
clear that she’s thinking about the damage that 
could have been prevented if only she and 
others had spoken out. 

Iris Adler, NECN’s executive editor, who 
oversaw and reported Who Can Fathom the 
Human Heart?, says she sees the film as a way 
of examining the entire pedophile-priest crisis 
by focusing on the life of one man. “I think in 
bits and pieces the crisis has evolved over the 
past two years. But what television hasn't done 
is take a good, hard look at the issue,” Adler 
says. 

And, as she observes, Shanley — unlike 
some other priests — did not have a personnel 
file bulging with allegations of sexual 
misconduct. Though a complaint was made 
about Shanley as early as 1961, the only one 
that made it into Church files dates back to 
1966 — and there were no others for several 
decades after that. Shanley attracted attention 
for the weirdly positive things he was alleged to 
have said about sex with children, incest, and 
even bestiality, rather than for anything he did. 

After Humberto Cardinal Medeiros ended 
Shanley’s street ministry, in the late 1970s, 
Shanley appears to have spiraled downward, 
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moving on — if the charges are to be believed 
- from having sex with young adults and 
adolescents to preying on children. The best- 
known of Shanley’s victims is Greg Ford, who 
claims that the priest sexually abused him from 
the time he was six until he turned 13. Ford 
would not be interviewed for the documentary 
but his parents provide testimony that has not 
lost its power despite their frequent 
appearances at televised news conferences 

As is generally the case with these stories 
the real bad guy turns out to be not Shanley 
(bad enough, certainly, if the charges are true) 
but Bernard Cardinal Law, the former Boston 
archbishop who covered up and enabled an 
entire cadre of Roman-collared rapists. After 
spending much of the 1990s quietly settling 
claims brought by Shanley’s alleged victims 
Law still recommended him for a pastoral job 
in New York City in 1997. Fortunately, the 
John Cardinal O’Connor just said no 

It wasn’t until the media and law 
enforcement stepped in that Shanley’s alleged 
reign of terror came to an end. Today, we 
learn, he lives quietly in Provincetown, 
awaiting justice on a wide range of criminal 
and civil charges. 

The documentary Who Can Fathom the 
Human Heart? Father Shanley and the 
Church Crisis will be shown on Thursday, 
December 4, at 7 p.m. on New England Cable 
News, to be followed by a special edition of 
NewsNight at 8. NECN will rebroadcast the 
film on Saturday, December 6, at 7 p.m 


— Dan Kennedy 
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NEW YEAR'S EVE 


DECEMBER 31 


DOORS 9PM © SHOW 10PM * 21+ 
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NEW YEAR’S EVE 
DECEMBER 31 


DOORS 9PM * SHOW -10PM « 21+ 


WITH SPECIAL GUEST 
RACHAEL YAMAGATA 


JANUARY 19 


DOORS 7PM * SHOW 8PM « 18+ 


starsailor 


with special guest TIM BURGESS 


aft MRR CTE Tect Titel malet! 


JANUARY 20 


DOORS 7PM * SHOW 8PM * 18+ 


Tickets Available at the Paradise Box Office (Mon-Fri 12pm-6pm, 
Sat 3pm-6pm), nextticketing.com or call 617-423-NEXT. Get 
Tickets at CC.com. American Express Membership Rewards® points 
now accepted for all concert tickets. Date(s), Act(s) & Time(s) subject 
to change without notice. A service charge will be added to each tick- 
et. Produced by Clear Channel Entertainment 


Phoenix flashbacks 


The Boston Phoenix has been covering 
the trends and events that shape our 
times since 1966. The following selec- 
tions, culled from our back files, were 


compiled by Amelia Lennon 


Shafting the music biz 
years ago: 
December 4, 1998 
Matt Ashare investigated the release of 
Chef Aid, the soundtrack to South Park. 
“The crisis is precipitated by Alanis 
Morissette, who plagiarizes a Chef- 
penned tune titled ‘Stinky Britches.’ 
Chef doesn’t want any money, just cred- 
it for writing the song. But in a bizarre 
twist of fate, Dream Team legal eagle 
Johnnie Cochran confuses a jury into 
awarding damages to Capitalist 
Records. After ‘whoring’ himself to the 
women in South Park nets Chef only 
$400,000 or so, the kids organize a 
Chef Aid’ concert, at which Elton John 
Ozzy Osbourne, Ween, Rancid, Joe 
Strummer, and, of course, Primus (they 
wrote the South Park theme song, after 
) perform , 
The beauty of Chef Aid: The South 
ark Album is that the quality of the pet 
formances will probably have little or n« 
on the quantity of its sales. In 
at sense, the entire project is a satire « 
a business in which style has always tri 
ohed commercially over substance 
I mean Chef, will be laugl 


way to the bank.’ 


10: years i 
December 5 5, 1993 

Franklin Soults lz ted Snoop 
Dogg’s misogynistic music 

The inescapable impression ... is ¢ 


of pathologically repressed homosexuali 


ty, but without presuming to understand 
his sexual desires, the most I can say is 
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stature in the 
trategy, dating 
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has ever 


stands on to give hims¢ 
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Moralizing in the movies 
15: years ago: 
me ember 2 2, 1988 


f having accon 
they ever wanted to accomplish, of hav 
vig dreams and the daring to realize 
hem. And yet Towne, a lifelong re esident 
lamorizes that SoCal 
top-of-the world ease. He knows it’s 
just another ploy. The movie is about 
how the three tease, goad, and seduce 
one another into revealing their true 
dreams, their true selves. (It’s like 
Miami Vice directed by Eric Rohmer.) 
In a strange way, the quest is a moral 
one. The characters in Tequila Sunrise 


are so knowing they’re beyond cynicism, 


yet at heart there’s something naggingly 
direct and imploring about them. 
They've lost their innocence but not 
their souls.” 


Ain’t pretty 


2 G years ago: 
December 6, 1983 


Milo Miles looked hard at Mick Lips 
and the Rolling Uglies. 

“Mick Jagger has become the most 
horrendous, world-famous grotesque in 


rock and roll since Elvis 
Presley in his last years. .. 
“Few parents consider 
him a lowlife now that he’s a 
People magazine regular. 
After all, no pop star faces 
the resistance he did in the 
‘60s any more: Prince is 
kinky, but he’s cuddly as 
well; Black Flag inspire 
chaos, but they stay in the 
clubs; David Bowie mixes 
romance with angst, but this 
is no more than sharp fash- 
ion sense. Hell, even intellec- 
tuals like David Byrne and 
vapid fairy princesses like 
Stevie Nicks are expected to 
deliver feral dance tunes that 
offer more or less direct 
homage to the Stones. So though much 
of their status rests on economic privi 


lege, Jagger and the band aren’t exhaust- 


ed travesties — they're faithful warriors 
who aren't looking hard enough for 


more worlds to conquer.” 


25: years ago: 
December 5, 1978 
Fred Shapiro reported on Sid Vi 
cious’s arraignment for the murder of 
his girlfriend, Nancy 
‘How about that — we have a dead 
girl and a sick junkie on our hands here 
and this hearing gets hung up on the 
question of whether Sid Vicious has suf 
ficie ent re; for the value of the — 
of his wardrobe is any e\ 
lence, t hough, he wins this round The 
afers, faded jeans, and green T-shirt 
below his raincoat prove he does 
1row his money away on clothes 
I don’t often find myself in agree 
ment with prosecutors, but [New York 
prosecuting attorney Allen] Sullivan had 


a point: if you're going to bail a guy who, 


as he says, ‘has chosen the pseudonym 
of Sid Vicious and has reputedly at- 
empted to live up to that both on the 
stage and in personal life,” who the hell 
should ever be locked up?” 


One man’s trash... 


30: years ago: 
Decenver 4, 1973 


vid Rosenbaum urged readers t« 
arn from bad filn 
1 must learn to use these cine 
disasters as a school for sharp 
our critical acumen, for honing 
your cinematic perspicacity to a 
Become, in short, a con- 
oisseur of crud 
Seeing these [bad] films, and films 
their ilk, can constitute a clinical 
course in moviegoing that is lost t« 


ose poor unfortunates who just see 


SOUTH PARK: Chef serves up some tunes 


films by Fellini, Bergman, and Truffaut. 
These directors create seamless films 
that flow from one scene to the next 
with order and purpose. What can they 
teach you about the way films work? 
What can you learn about cars from 
looking at a new Ferrari? You're just 
impressed. But a 58 Olds, lying in a 
junk heap, its greasy engine naked to 
the world, is an encyclopedia of auto 
motive lore. Only when things fall apart 
can we see how they were put together 


Nutty buddy 
35) years ago: 
December 4, 1968 

Ben Blumenberg gave a spin to the 
Small Faces’ Ogden’s Nut Gone Flake 

“Most of the interest generated by 
Ogden’s Nut Gone Flake centers on the 
second side of the album, which is an 
attempt at a rock fairy tale. The story 
concerns Happiness Stan, who is look- 
ing for the other side of the moon. His 
adventures take him ‘Rolling Over’ to a 
meeting with the ‘Hungry Intruder’ (a 
giant but friendly fly), with whom he 
makes ‘The Journey’ to meet ‘Mad 
John,’ who provides wisdom and reve- 
lation concerning ‘Happydaystoytown.’ 
While this general concept is quite in 
triguing, the manner in which the 
Small Faces develop it leaves some- 
thing to be desired. . 

“However 
is put aside 


o the rock fairy tale 
his is a damn go od 
album eae the Small Faces 


have a lot to offer.’ 


Where are they now? 


Matt Ashare is music editor for the 
Boston Phoenix. Owen Gleiberman is a 
film critic for Entertainment Weekly 
David Rosenbaum is the former editor- 
in-chief of Boston magazine and author 
of Sasha’s Trick. Milo Miles is music edi- 
tor and columnist for Rock.com, an on 
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Sharewood Project Want to go out tonight? 

(http://sharewood.med.tufts.edu) Check out our listings. 
Tuesday, 6-10pm, 2nd floor Want to go out 

SIN sh with someone tonight? 


Center United Methodist Church Check these out... 
7 Washington Street, Malden, MA 02148 


(Malden T stop on the Orange Line) LANGE tes personals 
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urban bu 


Bright lights, 
nostalgia city 


Go retro with your holiday illuminations 


OSTON WINTERS are so long and dark that frankly, any 
reprieve from the dreariness should be welcome. Still, Decem- 
ber’s onslaught of animated reindeer, chilly icicle lights, and 
inflatable Santas may well have you longing for the holidays to be over. 
For many, though, holiday-light displays were once an occasion for 
wonder — a miraculously bright and fantastic blur that disappeared too 
quickly from view as your parents’ car whisked you to another hectic 
family gathering. Fortunately, they still can light up your season ... if 
you seek out the kind of riotous colors and plastic kitsch that fill your 
childhood memories 
At Inman Square Hardware, you'll find strings of multicolored 
big-bulb Christmas lights ($7.99/25) to deck your halls or porch 
You'll also find an impressive array of plastic illuminated Santa 
paraphernalia, including a 36-inch standing Santa ($31.99), 
36-inch standing reindeer with large antlers ($56 each), and an 
80-inch Santa with a reindeer and sleigh ($94.99). Plastic light-up 
Noel candies ($11.99) and toy soldiers ($12.99) complete the “my 
own private North 
Pole” look. 


Where to find it: 
¢ Inman Square Hardware, 
1337 Cambridge Street, 
Cambridge, (617) 491-3405. 
« Joie de Vivre, 1792 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge, (617) 864- 


8188 


* Kmart, various locations; 


www.kmart.com 


¢ Mcintyre and Moore Book- 
sellers, 255 Elm Street, 
Somerville, (617) 629-4840. 

* Somerville City Hall, 93 
Highland Avenue, Somerville, 


(617) 625-6600. 


* Urban Outfitters, various 
locations; www.urbanoutfitters 


com. 


PHOTOS BY KELLY DAVIDSON 


If you have a good-size lawn and feel the need to put the “Christ” 
back in “Christmas,” well, only a nearly life-size illuminated nativity 
scene will do. Inman Square Hardware again has the goods, includ- 
ing a three-piece set that includes Joseph, Mary, and their new 
arrival ($89.99); a set of three five-foot wise men ($150); and a 
menagerie-worthy selection of sheep ($12.95), donkeys ($21.99), 
cows ($23.99), and camels ($59.95). 

For nondenominational yet seasonal plastic illuminations, opt for 
Inman Square Hardware’s 40-inch snowman ($29.99) or Kmart’s 
equally jolly snowmen in three sizes ($14.99-$39.99). 

Despite its name, the classic 1983 film A Christmas Story appeals to 
people of all backgrounds who can relate to Ralphie’s childhood tri- 
umphs and disappointments. Fortunately, you don't need to win a major 
award to bask in the glow of the movie's “Fra-gee-lay” leg lamp 
($200). Just order one through the Urban Outfitters’ Web site, put it in 
your front window, and watch your neighbors go green with envy. 

Prefer to let someone else do all the work? On December 20, 
the Somerville Arts Council’s Illuminations Trolley Tour 
($10/adults; $5/children and seniors) will circle the city to view 
spectacular displays of lights, illuminated ornaments, and shrines 
of devotion. Trolleys depart from and return to 
Somerville City Hall, where you can enjoy coffee, hot 
chocolate, cookies, and chora! music. Tickets are avail- 
able at Mcintyre and Moore Booksellers. Those tak- 
ing a date on the tour may want to surprise their com- 
panion with Gemini holiday specs ($2) from Joie de 
Vivre; just don the Noel-, Hanukkah-, or winter-themed 
3D-esque glasses and look at lights to see a corre- 
sponding image. 

For those unable to make the scheduled tour, Mcin- 
tyre and Moore Booksellers carries the Official Iumi- 
nations Tour Map ($2), as well as holiday cards fea- 
turing illuminated Somerville houses ($1.50/each; 
$10/pack of eight) by fine-art photographer Stefanie 
Klavens. And from December 15 to January 15, 
Somerville City Hall will host the Somerville Arts 
Council’s exhibit of night photographs taken in 
Somerville (free), including those of houses decorated 
for the holidays 


— Genevieve Rajewski 


moon signs 
BY SYMBOLINE DAI 


When Bonzo [Led Zeppelin drummer John 
Bonham] was sober, he was a sweetheart — 
articulate and a gentieman. Drunk, and particularly 
during a full moon — a nightmare 

Lisa Robinson 


HOUGH THE FULL moon comes on Monday, the 

weekend will be excellent for all manner of excess 
particularly for Pisces and Gemini, who like to think they 
keep a lid on it most of the time. Ha ha ha, say we. Write 
me at Sally@moonsigns.net and tell me your story of 
lunar excess, or what you've observed in others. It's 
been too long since I’ve heard a good full-moon story. 


Thursday, December 4 

Waxing moon in Aries/Taurus. A great ever 

shopping, especially for those with no time 
span. Aries, you're abuzz with plots, but smart Re 
Taurus, work with others in the next three days; n 
should be a boon. Leo boredor 

xkly today. VOC 3 
early or very late — goofy 


work very 


Friday, December 5 

Waxing moon in Taurus. A great day for museum- 

going, holiday shopping, and investments. Taurus, let 
others come to you, but make sure others see how smart your 
methods are this weekend. Scorpio, lie low. Or lie convincingly 
— your choice. Capricorn, the next 10 days have excellent 
work/love aspects. Don't be goatish, just go for it 


Saturday, December 6 

Waxing moon in Taurus. If you stay home, the urge to 

improve your environment is immense. Just do every- 

thing in moderation, and if you've begun Yule decorat- 
ing, less is more. Remember how leggy poinsettias can get 
Taurus, it’s a good weekend for organizing on a large scale. 
How's that gift list looking? Leo and Aquarius may feel discon- 
nected from loved ones — anyone new you can hang with? 


Sunday, December 7 

Waxing moon in Gemini. The full moon looms, and 

those in the health-care industry may notice it's a 
crazier-than-usual weekend (people insisting they can’t be 
helped, for example). Gemini, lose your charge card for the next 
three days — you're not trustworthy. Libra and Aquarius, it's a 
great day for phone calls —- and many short conversations 
could be more enjoyable than a marathon verbal wallow. VOC 
4:54 to 6:26 a.m. 


Monday, December 8 

Full moon in Gemini. This is traditionally the “Yule Moon” 

— also the “Oak Moon” and the “Cold Moon.” Projects 
that began the week of Thanksgiving come to a climax. It's easy 
to exaggerate, particularly if you're an air sign, and folks who 
work in sales should see an increase of Seinfeld-style yadda: 
yadda. Gemini, don’t wait for permission — follow that whim. 


Tuesday, December 9 

Waning moon in Gemini. Yesterday it was easy to ex- 

aggerate; today, it’s impossible not to, particularly in 
the evening. This week is useful for stopping a bad habit, al- 
though next week is better. Gemini, if you're owed something 
(time, money), ask for it. Sagittarius, has it been a difficult birth- 
day month? Frustrations of the previous two months are finally 
easing. VOC 5:48 to 7:11 p.m. 


Wednesday, December 10 

Waning moon in Cancer. Folklore says see your doc- 

tor today and tomorrow (although Aries and Libra 
won't be tolerant of long waits for anything). Cancer, if you're 
feeling a little out of sorts appearance-wise, put on your nicest 
clothes. Sometimes the crab takes that “homebody” look 
(sweats and ratty running shoes) out in public too often. Capri- 
corn,-today and tomorrow you may feel neglected, so do all 
that stuff that doesn’t require an audience. Ss 


Key to Moon Signs 


This horoscope traces the passage of the moon, not the sun. 
Simply read from day to day to watch the moon’s influerice as it 
moves through the signs of the zodiac. 

When the moon is in your sun sign, you are beginning a new 
28-day emotional cycle, and you can expect increased insight 
opposite yours (see below), expect to have difficulties dealing 
with the opposite sex, family, or authority figures; social or 
romantic activities will not be at their best. 

When the moon is in Aries, it opposes Libra, and vice versa. 
Cancer/ Capricorn, Leo/Aquarius, and Virgo/Pisces. The moon 
stays in each sign approximately two and a half days. 

As the moon moves between signs, it will sometimes 
become “void of course,” making no major angles to 
planets. Consider this a null time and try to avoid making or 
implementing decisions if you can. 

For Symboline Dai’s sun-sign horoscopes and advice 
column, visit our Web site at www.bostonphoenix.com. 


Symboline Dai can be reached at sally@moonsigns.net. 
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Feel beautiful. 
All over. 


Learn about our easy and affordable, 
FDA-approved, physician-certified laser 
hair removal system: just come in today 
for a free, no-obligation consultation. 
You'll like our interest-free payment 
plan and written guarantee 


LASER HAIR REMOVAL 
Treatments starting at: 
Upper Lip é Pe i 
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600 Whenever minutes - a taee 
Unlimited nights and weekends 


If you need a roommate, you need the Phoenix. Ratonaong stance andar 


express wireless 
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OUT THERE 


Maybe the secret of successful 
dating is knowing when to zip it 


Tune in, turn 
on, shut up 


BY CHRIS WRIGHT 


CCORDING TO THE online maga- 

zine MSN Women, there is a new ro- 

mantic movement abroad in the land. 
They call it Silent Dating. “Learn more about 
this mute mating game,” the MSN article bur- 
bles, “the latest dating trend that’s gone glob- 
al.” As far as I can gather, the basic principle 
behind the global trend is this: two people get 
together in a bar or a club, where they proceed 
to sit in silence. You can scribble notes. You 
can “smile and wink to your heart’s content.” 
But no speaking. Not a word. “So could this 
be the perfect antidote to your dating woes?” 
As someone who has endured many silent 
dates over the years, I don’t even know where 
to start with that question. 

How many dating trends can 
one culture stand? After all, we've |. 
only recently been subjected to \ JAM 
Speed Dating. How the hell is any- 
one supposed to forge a romantic 
bond in the space of a few min- 
utes? Are we fruit flies now? Why 
not save even more time and have 
Just Not Show Up Dating? I can 
see the next-day’s e-mails: 

“Thanks for not taking me to that 
fabulous bar last night. I had a 
wonderful time not meeting you.” 
But maybe I’m being a little harsh. 
I’m sure there have been speed 

daters who have hooked up, who 
have had Speed Sex and maybe 

even Speed Marriages, their Speed 
Kids graduating Speed College 

and then dying before the week is out. 

Now that I think about it, there may even be 
a positive aspect to this Silent Dating thing. It 
couldn’t be any worse, anyway, than the last 
date I went on — the first and only one with 
this particular woman, I might add. Hil’m- 
ChrisandI’mababblingidiot was the gist of my 
conversation that night. Acompleteandutter- 
moronwhojustcannotshutup. | don’t think my 
date got more than three or four words in 
throughout the entire evening. She just sat 
there, shrinking further and further into her 
chair. Just Shoot Me Dating. 

If anyone should embrace the latest dating 
trends, it’s me. In fact, I may even pioneer a 
few trends of my own. Pretentious Dating. 
Hostile Dating. Grating Dating. Unctuous 
Dating. Sloppy Drunk Dating. Pity Dating. 
Oh My God You’re Boring Me into a Fucking 
Coma Dating. If I sound a little bitter about all 
this, it’s because I am. See, I am currently a 
practitioner of the No Dating dating trend. 
I’ve become a master at it. I’ve gone out on 
seven No Date dates this week alone. 

I didn’t actually choose to be.a No Date 
dater. I blame my tongue. I’ll meet a woman I 
find attractive, and my conversational organ 
will swell up to seven times its normal size 
“Blrngh da fithfupful,” I'll say. “Gnrigl thh- 
npfth.” As I’m saying this, my sebaceous 
glands will kick into overdrive, making a re- 
cently waxed Mercedes out of my forehead. 
Meanwhile, whatever boogers happen to be in 
my nose at the time will peer cautiously from 
my nostrils, checking for fingers. Before I’ve 
had the time to tell the woman she has a nice 
blirmph, she’s gone. 

So maybe gimmicks are the way to go. Dis- 
tractions. Next time I go on a date, I’m going 
to bring one of those noodles along, the long 


DAVIDSIPRESS 


rubbery things you go swimming with, and hit 
my companion over the head with it through- 
out dinner. Annoying Dating. Or maybe I'll 
take the Speed Dating thing to its logical con- 
clusion: Drive-by Dating. Or Proxy Dating, in 
which you hire a wittier, better-looking stand- 
in to go out on a date for you while you stay in 
and watch reruns of Behind the Music. The 
one pitfall here, of course, is that whatever sex 
may arise becomes proxy too. So we’re back 
to square one. 

The grim truth is, there is no perfect anti- 
dote to our dating woes. For many of us, first 
dates are and will always be nerve-jangling, 
self-abasing affairs. You know that you’re 


capable of more than a squawked “Did you 
take the T here tonight?” You know that you 
could go for weeks, months, without-a booger 
incident and then, at the most inopportune 
moment, boing. You know, too, that if you 
could just get past those awkward first few 
hours everything would be okay. You could 
end up marrying this person, growing old to- 
gether. You just need to make it through the 
first date in one piece. The question is, how? 

Not so long ago, I decided to try a whole 
new dating tack. Rather than trying to impress 
the woman I was with, I went to great lengths 
to paint the worst possible picture of myself. I 
told her how muddled I was, how unreliable 
my emotions were. | warned her about my 
bad habits. I told her stories about women I'd 
disappointed, relationships I’d blown through 
bullheadedness and sheer stupidity. The think- 
ing — if you could call it that — was that if 
we ever ended up dating in earnest, then her 
image of me could only get better. She'd fall 
for me because I was so much more than 
she’d ever imagined. 

I never saw her again. 

Which brings us back to Silent Dating. 
“This dating trend,” the MSN Women article 
informs us, “is fun for gregarious types — the 
ones willing to throw a paper airplane and let 
out a non-silent guffaw — but it also works 
great for shrinking violets.” There’s no word, 
however, on how well the dating technique 
works for blabbermouths. Maybe I should give 
it a try. I’m free most of next week, if anyone 
wants to sit opposite me smiling and winking 
and pointing, mute, at the booger hanging out 
of my nose. 


Chris Wright, who really is free most of next 
week, can be reached at cwright@phx.com. 





NEVER 
CREATE 
Via ws 
w4ale) 
CAN'T 
CONTROL. 


A SCI Fl CHANNEL ORIGINAL MINISERIES 


a ee 
MAU Reise CN BLM eI Os) UALS ROOM OR (Comcast 
PR RUIROO each ase akercuns) J si a 





3 NEWS AND FEATURES THE 8 


CATIE CURTIS 
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The Somerville Theater is in Davis Square, right next to 
the Davis Square T stop on the Red line. 

Tickets for all shows at Box Office (1-9 pm every day), 
Ticketmaster (617*°931-2000) or www.multistage.org 

















INFO: 617°661-1252 or www.multistage.org 
Presented by MultiStage Productions 
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<< WALLS OF JERICHO Deshpande will speak about 
SAT. JANUARY 3 7PM DOORS her 2001 film, Tapish and 
lead a panel discussion, Bol- 
lywood: A Mirror of Contem- 
porary Indian Culture with 
local experts. Special added 
viewing of the internationally 
acclaimed Bombay Boys 
(1999), introduced by Tara. 
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BY CECIL ADAMS 


My wife was about to take a group of Girl Scouts camping 
and needed a propane lantern. When I went to install the wicks 
a warning label informed me that the wicks were radioactive 
Being a nuclear-medicine tech, I had access to a Geiger count- 
er, and brother, they weren't kidding. What gives? 

Rick Stobaugh 
Memphis, Tennessee 


Life is full of little surprises, isn’t it? Makes one long for the 
good old days, when all a Girl Scout had to worry about was 
poison ivy and curious bears 

But you know what? Radioactive lantern wicks aren’t a 
modern threat. Properly known as thorium-gas mantles, they 
were perfected in 1891 by Austrian chemist Carl Auer von 
Welsbach (1858-1929). Gaslights using the thorium mantle 
(typically a thumb-size cloth bag coated with a thorium com- 
pound) offered a big advantage: because the thorium could 
incandesce at extremely high temperatures without melting, 
they were far brighter than ordinary lamps. Soon they were 
being used for household illumination in gas-lit cities every- 
where. Gas-company moguls told themselves: this will enable 
us to kick the electric light’s butt. 

Okay, doomed effort. But the thorium mantle did enable the 
American gas-lighting industry to survive a surprisingly long 
time. At its peak, it sold 40 million mantles annually. Mantles 
were manufactured in quantity here as late as the 1940s — 
later in other countries. Some streets in London (and at least a 
few in the US) are lit with gas even now. 

In retrospect we'd have been luckier if thorium mantles 
hadn’t worked quite so well — mantle production has left be- 
hind a formidable environmental mess. Radioactive leftovers 
from the manufacturing process contaminate soil near former 
mantle factories to this day. Were it not for the federal Super- 
fund clean-up program, they’d be doing so for quite a few 
more days — the most common isotope of thorium has a half- 
life of 14 billion years. 

Given such problems, one might think that what remains of 
the gas-lighting industry — the camping-lantern industry, 
more or less — would have switched to an alternative technol- 
ogy, or else decided that the lights over our nation’s picnic ta- 
bles didn’t need to be quite so bright. Some companies did, but 
not all of them. Coleman, the best-known US manufacturer, 
phased out thorium-gas mantles in the early ‘90s. (Today its 
mantles are made with nonradioactive yttrium.) Other firms 
still sell thorium mantles but have moved their factories to de 
veloping countries. 

The factory workers arguably have a lot more to worry 
about than you, your wife, or the Girl Scouts. Thorium’s ra- 
dioactivity is mostly emitted as alpha particles, which only 
travel a few centimeters in air and can be stopped by a sheet 
of ordinary paper. A study conducted at Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory in 1981 concluded that using a Coleman-type 
lantern with thorium mantles every other weekend for a year 
would expose you to 0.3 to 0.6 millirems of radioactivity, far 
less than the normal background radiation of a few hundred 
millirems per year. You don’t want to carry thorium mantles in 
your pocket, though, or inhale or ingest the dust from a burnt 
mantle — with thorium atoms parked in your lungs or liver, 
your exposure would shoot up to 200 millirems per year (and 
stay there — remember that half-life). This strikes me as a 
non-negligible danger, but even the higher dose is modest, 
and most say the risk is manageable. 

In the meantime, look on the bright side. Your wife can en- 
tertain the Girl Scouts with numerous educational demonstra 
tions about the wonders of the atom. For example, you can 
build a kitchen-table cloud chamber using dry ice and alcohol 

- drop in a thorium mantle and you'll be able to see the con- 
denastion trails left by the radioactive particles. If the kids are 
really ambitious, they can build their own model breeder reac 
tor. In 1994, 17-year-old David Hahn did just that in his 
mom’s potting shed near Detroit as an outgrowth of work on 
a Boy Scout merit badge, using tinfoil, duct tape, uranium 
powder from ore, radium from old luminous clock dials, 
americium from smoke detectors, and thorium ash from thou 
sands of mantles. Even after Hahn’s creation was disassem- 
bled, local radiation levels were 1000 times background. One 
appreciates enterprise, but can’t Scouts stick to helping old 
ladies cross the street? B& 


Comments, questions? Take it up with Cecil on the Straighi 
Dope message board, www.straightdope.com, or write him at the 
Boston Phoenix, 126 Brookline Avenue, Boston, MA 02215 


LUG SIGNORINO 
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eal estate development & leasing, civil litigation (ranging from 
complex business ), healthcare law & space law. They offer sound advice and 
counsel based uf legal analysis 
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trade & profess members. The firm always keeps its clients’ interests at the foretro 
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tions, helping to ma n people’s lives. After 23 years at 100 Charles River Plaza, the firm has 
outgrown its current space a moved to 


Posternak, Blankstein & Lund, LLP © Prudential Tower, 800 Boylston Street, 
32nd-33rd Floor * Boston, MA 02199 © (617)973-6100 
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In difficult legal sit. jorney is indispensable for accurate and practical advice. Where you 
your family or comp 


y J, the experience and personalized hands-on service of the attorney you 
choose is vital to case "ATTORNEY PAUL M. RICHARDSON has 18 years of professional experience 
He is available to answer ns about various legal matters inchelin real estate, landlord/tenant 
trusts & estates, es &. wills and business & corporate law 

Paul is a forme stices of the Massachusetts Superior Court & the Massachusetts 
Appeals Court experienced in all aspects of the law in which he concentrates 
Paul can take a ; your legal problems by explaining to you, in every day language 
the details of your J how they ct you. He is there to _ you every step of the way advising you 


and keeping you informed a fine law firm and is to be commended for his dependable legal serv. 
ices 


Paul M. Richardson Law Offices 
10 Tremont Street ¢ Boston, MA 02108 © (617)720-2029 
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Ricciardelli & Small, LLC 
124 Main Street (Charlestown) © Boston, MA 02129 © (617)242-4100 
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Sillari & Glines Attorneys At Law 
310 Highland Avenue * Somerville, 02144' (617)628-1110 
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Within all people there is a compelling force toward life and fulfillment. Unfortunately, we also harbor pat 


terns of thinking, believing and behaving that keep us from living life the yay we would like. Usually these same 
patterns limit our relat 1 BARBARA KEEZELL, ficsw. BCD, CGP has more than 20 years of 
experience working with ndividua and groups. She assists them in discovering what it is that keeps them from 
what they consciously want. Borba d her clients work together to gain understanding about the patterns 
and to find alternate ways of responding. She teaches a course for the Northeastern Society for wot 
Psychotherapy (NSGP} and is a consultant at Beth Israel Deaconess Hospital. She has taught numerous wor 

shops on group psychotherapy. 

Barbara Keezell provides therapy for many presenting concerns including aque anxiety, history of 
physical, sexual, or emotional abuse divorce, ACOA, personality disorders, people in recovery, grief & 
loss, eating disorders, health problems s & intergenerational issues, gay and lesbian issues, low self 
esteem, work-related and relationship Her training and personal work are on-going as both contin ve to 
broaden her scope of expertise. New c s are welcome. As a mental health professional, Barbara's goal is 
to facilitate her clients’ realizing new possibilities in relationships and in their lives 


Barbara Keezell, LICSW, BCD, CGP © (617)730-9400 


@ Mim TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS 


In today’s competitive business market, small to mid-sized companies must be able to manage information 
and quickly use it to their advantage. For more than 17 years, SIROONIAN TECHNOLOGIES hos partnered 
with their clients to the delivery of individually-tailored Information Technology Solutions and Proactive Service 
Plans designed to create a long-term competitive advantage. They have dew eloped & refined a customer-centric 
business model that allows their team to deliver service & support in real time, producing a virtual IT Department 
for clients seeking an intensive level of support without the overhead of a fulltime IT Department With their 
proven approach, Siroonian Tech s can effectively meet its clients’ diverse requirements - from Web 
design an iy deednmank to off-site project management & systems optimization, staff augmentation and disas- 
ter recovery. 
Siroonian Technologies’ programmers and engineers take advantage of the most up-to-date tools available 

to provide interactive technology solutions while ———- simplicity and clarity. Their consulting team con- 
sists of business and technology consultants, as well as a highly-trained & experienced staff of high-level systems 
engineers. They work together to develop a complete understanding of the client's processes and goals. If your 


firm requires complete IT support, Siroonian Technologies plans and maintains your entire network. Contact 
for a consultation 


Siroonian Technologies * 639 Granite Street, Suite 300, Braintree, MA 02184 
(781)848-7455 © www.siroonian.com 
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i Ni j Nel i air took on 4 re sober note when FTMMass 
In the aftermath of the SJC ruling, civil unions take on civil marriage, —_r fork on. more sober note when FIM Mass 
. sea a= : : central room. Partygoers crammed onto sofas, 
and DOMA initiatives confront the State constitution spilled into hallways, and hung over the railing 
of an upstairs balcony. Tall, lanky, and brim- 
1 nsHine ming with energy, Friedes 


ae ie spoke in an impassioned 
tone. He recognized this “ex- 
| traordinary” and “historical” 


time before sounding the call 
to arms. He told audience 


| members that they are 
| “going to have to fight hard” 
" to preserve their recently be- 


stowed marital rights. As he 
continued — playing up the 
hundreds of “working peo- 
ple” affiliated with the “radi- 
cal right” — his voice rose 


MARRIAGE, continued from co 


nfus ot 


sex-marriage-opposition groups in 

tate, vows he and his colleagues are “press- He paced the floor. He ges 
s issue.” Money and people are 

o the Bay State fr 


izations as Focus o 


tured to the crowd 

I believe w al 
battle,” he told the rz 
ence. “We just h 
and advocate 





gay men and lesbians 


out and fight 

When he finished, a strap 
ping man leaned over the 
balcony and made an offer 
“T'll pledge $5000 today,” he 
said. If the crowd could 
match it, he added, he and 
his partner would donate an 
additional $5000 


} 


merica, which consid 


Soon another hand went 
up, and another. By the end 
of the evening, the FTM 
Mass had raised as much as 
$16,000 from the 


lesbian coupl 





tended the house.part 
success, by any 1 
compared to the 
which 


' se 

JOSH FRIEDES of FT MMass expects a hard fight, but 
finds hope in recent polls: “This is our first s 

majority of the electorate supports civil-mar. 


g for 
e kicking into overdrive. The festive gay couples. It’s the one thing different from the past See MARRIAGE, page 18 
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MARRIAGE, from page 16 

State to push last year’s failed anti-gay- 
marriage constitutional amendment, it was 
a drop in the bucket. 


ONG BEFORE the SJC decision was 
nded down, it had become a 

-rights advocates that support for civil 
unions outweighed support for same 
riage on Beacon Hill. In September, Senate 
president Robert Travaglini took the unusual 
step of publicly announcing his support for 
Vermont-style legislation that would grant 
same-sex couples in Massachusetts some of 
the benefits flowing from marriage — such as 
the ability to include a spouse on a family 
health plan and to make decisions for a spouse 
who has been hospitalized. That move remind- 
ed Arline Isaacson, MGLPC’s po- 
litical co-chair, and her colleagues 
of a lesson learned from the early 
1990s battle over gay marriage in 


ait tor a court vic- 


aii: don’t 


ul 
Educate legisla 


Says Isaac 
1 issue for which 

you can just whip up support 

Th a learning curve here.” 

In recent lobbying sessions, she 
and MGLPC members have tried 
to chip away at thi ymon mis 

civil union equals 

Civil union is a 

reated by Vermont, 

to provide gay and lesbian couples 
with roughly 350 state-conferred 
benefits that are afforded to 
straight married couples. But civil 
unions fall short of offering every 
thing that marriage does. For one 
thing, civil-union status doesn’t 
qualify couples for approximately 
1049 federal benefits, including 
Social Security survivor benefits. 
Even if state legislators passed a 
civil-union measure that made 
every state marriage benefit avail- 
able to same-sex couples, state law 
cannot influence the availability of 


“I hadn’t thought of them,” Atkins admitted. 

That was the cue for Hunt, who proceeded 
to tell the legislator that gay seniors often be- 
come impoverished and homeless because 
they cannot legally wed. As Hunt ticked off 
the deprivation that gay seniors face — no 
access to “married-only” rates in qualifying 
for Medicaid-funded home health care, no 
unrestricted right to visit a partner in a nursing 
home, no pension benefits for the survivor of 
an elderly gay couple — Atkins shook her head 
in disbelief. She fixed her eyes on Hunt. Every 
so often, she utt a soft, tsk-tsk sound 

Conley seized on the sympathetic mood 

r d when people move to em 

brace civil marriage,” he said, “but that’s a 


long process.” 


federal benefits. And while existing ARLINE ISAACSON, political c: 
federal DOMA legislation makes it Massachusetts Gay and Lesbian Po 
illegal to give same-sex couples for the long haul: “This is not an issue for wl 


federal benefits, there’s no way to — just whip u 
challenge this prohibition in court 

1e-sex couples have the 

¢ lly wed. By far, the most impor 
tant difference between civil union and m 
e is that civil union remains a separ 

but-unequal status solely for and lesbian 
couples — which, in effect, sé y couples 
simply aren't good enough to receive the same 
benefits, protections, and rights that straight 


married couples do 


ind-butter benefits” associated with 
marriage, rather than intellectual arguments 
against, say, amending the state Constitution 
to f | same-sex marriage. They've related 
real-life stories about injustices that same- 
sex couples have to endure because they 
cannot wed. In short, they’ve put gay folks 
front and center. “Even the most mean-spir- 
ited homophobe,” Isaacson explains, “would 
have a hard time justifying denying us these 
benefits.” 

This strategy has met with some success. 
On November 13 — just five days before the 
SJC ruling — MGLPC lobbyist Bill Conley, a 
tall, vivacious man who sports an Ameri 
flag lapel pin, spent the morning crisscrossing 
the State House in search of legislators who 
had yet to hear his spiel. By noon, he landed a 
half-hour session with Representative Cory 
Atkins, a first-year Democrat from Concord 
known to have a keen interest in senior-citizen 
issues. Conley planned to introduce Atkins to 
the latest weapon in the MGLPC’s pro-same- 
sex-marriage arsenal: Amy Hunt, who hea 
the LGBT Aging Project, in Jamaica Plain. An 
attractive redhead with a thoughtful disposi- 
tion, Hunt has a powerful message for legisla- 
tors, like Atkins, who care about seniors: gay 
seniors are especially harmed by a same-sex- 
marriage ban. Settling into Atkins’s cramped 
basement office, Conley broached the topic of 
gay seniors, whom he describes as an oft- 
overlooked segment of the community. 


) SUF There’s a learning curve here 


“I think there’s tremendous sup} 


ins replied 


Oh yes,” Atkins said. “Why not? I believe 

in marriage.” 

“INS WaS an eCasy 
of her House colle ( radi 
tional legislative allies of the have 
failed to take a public position on same-sex 
marriages. On November 13, Conley and 
Hunt made their way from Atkins’s subter- 
ranean den to the plush office of Representa- 
tive Bill Galvin, a high-ranking Democrat from 
Canton. At the outset, the tall, physically im 
posing legislator exhibited resistance. He 

ed Conley and Hunt that he could spare 
just “two seconds” ) discuss the issue. He ate 
a sandwich and picked at pasta salad as the 
two relayed the plight of gay seniors. He sat 
poker-faced and silent — until he suggested 
that “surely” gay couples would appreciate 
passage of a civil-union bill. He wondered 
aloud: “Don’t you think civil unions will lead 

| marriage?” 

“It’s a progression that could be important,” 
Conley conceded. Yet advocates, the lobbyist 
explained, are hard-pressed to justify such a 
measure to gay seniors, many of whose needs 
still would be left unmet. Galvin leaned back, 
as if wary of what he was hearing. He then of- 
fered up an olive branch: he has “every inten- 
tion” of voting against a constitutional amend- 
ment prohibiting same-sex marriages, he sz 
And he doesn’t “have a problem” with civ 
unions. But civil marriage? 

“I don’t know,” he added, furrowing his 
brow. 

Hunt interjected, “We know it’s a long 
journey for people to get to this point.” 


See MARRIAGE, page 20 
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MARRIAGE, from 


Galvin responded with a blank expression 


asi 

page 15 

He then checked his watch, looked at the pair 

and said, “Okay. Time’s up.” 

HATEVER LEGISLATORS think about 

civil marriage, the SJC ruli kes it 

tion would not be 

According to Chief 
pinion, written on 


civil-union s 


y accey 


0 equal marriage rights for 
“We know that civil union is 
by another name,” explains 

the FTMMass’s Friedes. Such a law, he adds, 
would not satisfy the court.” 


Advocat 


ne-sex couples 


not cl vil mz arTiag 


es cannot say the same for the anti- 


constitutional amendment, how 


nd 


yn Beacon 
amation 
archbish- 
ced the 
d0sition to 


the Massachu 


the pulpit 
And 


dozens 
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with a hint of helplessness. 
“They're calling my office and 
stopping me on the street.” 

The Massachusetts Family In- 
stitute has also ~— its base 
through public appeals. Last Oc- 
tober, it hosted a daylong reli- 
gious forum in Waltham dubbed 
the “Summit in October To Save 
Marriage” — a/k/a SOS Mar- 
And the MFI’s Ron Crews 
and public-policy director, Evelyn 
Reilly, have kept a daily schedule 


at the S 


riage 


tate House ever since 
They've presented data showing 
that children raised in same-sex 
households are at greater risk of 
“gender-identity 
They've even trotted 
” homosexuals to tes- 
tify on whe journey of healing 
f-discovery,” as one ex- 
lesbian put it at an April 30 hear- 
ing on H 3190. Such testimony, 
says Crews, refutes the 
homosexual point of view that ‘we are who we 
are, and therefore we have to be dealt with as 
” What MFI is trying to do, he ex- 
that 
gay men and lesbians can change their sexual 


suffering trom 
confusion.” 


out “former 


and sel 


“so-called 


we are 
plains, is give legislators “visible proof” 
orientation. “Homosexuality is not a sound- 
bite issue,” he “but the fact is that some 
people have changed.” 

k gay-rights advocates, tactics such as these 
debate 
which centers on the fact that one popula 


group is excluded from the benefits that 


Savs, 
] tt 
re irreievan 


the same-sex-marriage 


secular marriage. When Isaacson first 


e MFI was parading ex-gays before 


says, “I —— we advocates 
s as ‘ex-heterosexuals 
f it all.” She continues, 
ier side avoiding the 
scate people.” 
r his part, dismisses such charac 


terizations as “arrogant ” He opposes same- 


but I’m not opposed tc 
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on Beacon Hill. 


anyone.” For his group, the battle is about pro- 
tecting “marriage as it’s always been defined.” 
He adds, tf 
the institution has served us well generation 
over generation.” 

In any event, it’s safe to say that the tactics 
that the MFI, MCC, and company have used 
thus far represent the tip of the iceberg. If 
gay-rights advocates have learned anything 
from battles over same-sex marriage in other 
states, it’s never to underestimate the other 
side. In Hawaii in 1993, when plaintiffs in a 
gay-marriage lawsuit won a favorable ruling 
from the Hawaii Supreme Court, opponents 
flooded the state with a well-financed cam- 
paign to amend its Constitution. At the time, 
says Evan Wolfson, who heads the Washing- 
ton, DC-based Freedom To Marry advocacy 
group (a partner organization of FTMMass) 
and who served as co-counsel in the 
Hawaii lawsuit 


landmark 


nents started professing that some protections 
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EVEN SUNSHINE 
; [should] be granted to gay cou- 


ples.” The Christian Coalition 
and other right-wing organiza- 
tions began Ic 
tion that would give gay couples 
something like Vermont-style 
civil unions. But then, Hawaii 
passed a constitutional amend- 
ment. And gay-marriage oppo- 
nents, Wolfson says, wiggled 
away from the civil-union bill 
“Opponents will tell legislators 
one thing, then turn around and 
attack gays on any level,” he 
Says 

More ofter 


sort to playing 


»bbying for legisla- 


than not, they re 
on the public’s 
fears and prejudices. They push 
buttons by warning of the “slip- 
pery slope” that comes with legal- 
izing gay marriage — implying 
that it will end with the union of, 
say, three men and a dog. “No 
one [on the right] talks about 
equal-marriage rights,” says Ju- 
dith Schaeffer, the deputy legal director of the 
liberal advocacy group People for the American 
Way, based in Washington, DC. Schaeffer, who 
helped write an amicus curiae brief for the 
plaintiffs in the Massachusetts case, has tracked 
the right’s strategy on this issue nationwide 
“It’s a campaign of falsehoods, misinformation, 
and fear-mongering,” 
When it comes to legislators, it’s a campaign 
of intimidation as well. In Vermont in 2000 
after the state’s Supreme Court ruled that gay 
couples must receive benefits associated with 
civil marriage, lawmakers endured a torrent of 
“hate mail, phone calls, vicious stuff that was 
unrelenting,” according to the Rutland Her 
ald’s David Moats, who won a Pulitzer Prize in 
2001 for his editorial-page coverage of the 
National Christian radio 
stations broadcast the phone numbers of 


Vermont politicians over the air. The 


she says 


civil-union debate 
f 


office 


See MARRIAGE, page 25 
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MARRIAGE, from page 20 
then-governor Howard Dean fielded thou- 
sands of vitriolic calls per day. 

Activists from radical-right groups flocked 
to Vermont. Chief among them was Randall 
Terry, the Operation Rescue president who has 
vowed to parachute into Massachusetts. He set 
up shop in a Montpelier storefront, where he 
organized protests and put on a mock trial of 
the state’s Supreme Court. “He was so menac- 
ing,” says Moats, who has chronicled this peri- 
od in a soon-to-be-released book, Civil Wars 

4 Baile for Gay Marriage (Harcourt). “Even 
the Catholic Church issued a statement saying, 
“We have nothing to do with him.’ ” Terry and 
other fundamentalist clergy became known as 
the “God Squad” at the State House, where 
the group preached deliverance. They cor- 
nered legislators, or stared them down. Terry 
would sit in hearings and, Moats says, “make a 
show of praying.” 

Although this style backfired with many leg- 
islators on the fence, it was undoubtedly a 
force to reckon with. Moats — and many ob- 
servers — predicts that same-sex-marriage 
opponents will bear down even harder on the 
legislature in Massachusetts, where the highest 
court has gone further to affirm equal mar- 
riage rights for gay couples than has happened 
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ROBYN MAGUIRE, F7\/ Vass organizing director, is taking 


to arms into the communities 
active and contact their legisla 






anywhere else. Clearly, there are Bay State leg- 


islators who unequivocally support same-sex 
marriage. But for the vast majority for 
those comfortable with civil unions — the 
pressure may prove too great to bear. Now 


that Governor Mitt Romney has declared his 
intention to push for H 3190 — and has 
pledged to find Republicans to oust Democrats 
from office next year the reaction among 
legislators may simply be to hide. As the 
MGLPC’s Conley says, “The pressure to pass 
H 3190 has just increased tenfold. All heck is 


about to break loose” on Beacon Hill 


AY-MARRIAGE proponents in Massachu- 
setts have an advantage not enjoyed by 

their counterparts in the states previously at 
the center of the gay-marriage maelstrom: the 
passage of time. Advocates here are advancing 
an agenda first laid out 10 years ago by their 
counterparts in Hawaii — back when the 
country, as Wolfson puts it, “was learning to 
put ‘gay’ and ‘America’ in the same sentence.” 
And while the victory in Vermont may seem 
like only yesterday, three years have passed. 
Both of these battles took place before Will 
and Grace hit prime-time TV. Before Queer 
Eye for the Straight Guy changed fashion sense 
for the average Joe. Before the Netherlands, 
Belgium, and Canada legalized gay marriage. 

“With time,” observes Friedes, “comes fa- 
miliarity.” And this, in turn, breeds acceptance. 
The latest polling data shows that public atti- 
tudes toward gay marriage are consistently im- 
proving. According to a Boston Globe/WBZ 
poll released on November 23, half of all Bay 
State voters said they agree with the SJC rul- 
ing, as compared to 38 percent who do not. 
Those results come on the heels of an October 
poll funded by the FTMMass, which found 59 
percent of voters support same-sex marriage. 
Says Friedes, “This is our first struggle where 
a majority of the electorate supports civil- 
marriage rights for gay couples. It’s the one 


ing sympathetic voters t 


tors on behalf of same-sex marriage 


thing different from the past.” 

Of course, passive acceptance of a cause isn’t 
the same as active involvement in it — as re- 
cently became apparent at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in Attleboro. On a damp, cold evening 
in November — just two days after the SJC’s 
ruling — FTMMass organizing director Robyn 
Maguire trekked down to the South Shore to 
stir up the masses. Or, at least, to rouse about 
two dozen middle-aged and elderly parishioners 
of the Immanuel Lutheran Church “Reconciling 
in Christ” congregation, which welcomes gay 
men and lesbians. After a glowing introduction 
from the parish president, Maguire assumed 
center stage beside a white board decorated 
with a smiley face and a bold “Welcome!” Com 
posed, she spoke in a slow, deliberate tone. She 
joked that the FTMMass had, for all intents and 
purposes, “accomplished our mission” — by 
which she meant equal marriage rights for gay 
couples. But she warned the crowd not to bask 
in the glow of this victory yet 

“How many of you have contacted your leg- 
islators on this?” she asked, prompting one 
woman, dressed in a white T-shirt emblazoned 
with a giant cross on it, to raise her hand high 
Another woman, who wore the same shirt, 
slowly lifted her hand, as if not quite sure. 

Evidently, even the friendliest audience can 
resist the call to ac- 
tion for the cause. 
For all the challenges 
that gay-rights advo- 
cates now face — be 
it debunking the 
myth that civil union 
is a euphemism for 
civil marriage, or 
convincing legislators 
on the fence that 
they can do the right 
thing without losing 
- the ability 
to stir the silent ma- 
jority seems most 
critical. After all, 
every DOMA-style 
ballot initiative sub- 
mitted to voters na- 
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office 


tionwide has won 
even in states with 
well-organized gay 
communities, such 
as California. The 


reason? These ques 





lie-hard 


opposition. But many of those who support 


to bring out the d 


especially among the 


t feel nearly as passionately 


an ACLU lobbyist current- 


> House rounds to push for 





making the 








same-sex civil marriage, explains that the ex 





isting polling data have been collected in the 





absence of a ballot-initiative campaign, which 
can dramatically change voting patterns 
“Who is galvanized to vote makes a huge dif- 
ference,” she says. “We cannot assume the 
polling represents what a vote [on an amend- 
ment} would be.” 

Even the other side is heartened by the 
stunning record of success when it comes to 
DOMA-type ballot initiatives. Massachusetts 
would probably be no different because, 
Crews asserts, “people would have a chance 
to rise up and say, ‘We want sanity back to 
our state law.’” 

Back in Attleboro, the FTMMass’s Maguire 
spent 15 minutes providing a primer on grass- 
roots activism to the parishioners at Immanuel 
Lutheran. As she continued — laying out steps 
that supporters must take to defeat H 3190 
and preserve the right to legal marriage for 
same-sex couples — her voice escalated. She 
punctuated her words with soft air punches. 
By the time she delivered the money line — 
railing against the “evil, evil amendment” that 
supporters “absolutely have to kill on February 
11” — audience members were sitting up 
straight in their chairs. 

Then Maguire asked who was going to leave 
and call their legislators “tonight.” And this 
time, not one person raised a hand. As mem- 
bers glanced around at each other, one diminu- 
tive, white-haired woman somewhat sheepishly 
called out: “How about tomorrow?” g 


Kristen Lombardi can be reached at 
klombardi@phx.com. 
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Michael Flaherty, Southie populist with a citywide 
constituency, ran afoul of city-council progressives 
this year and now faces an uncertain long-term future 


The year 
of living 
angerously 


ICHAEL FLAHERTY '’S electic 

city council in 1999 was a watershed m« 
ment in city politics. By finishing fourth in the 
at-large field, the 30-year-old newcomer ended 
the career of Albert “Dapper” O’Neil, the stri 
dently reactionary 14-term councilor 
Roslindale who many thought embodied the 


worst qualities of Boston politics. The symbol- 


ut with the bac 
od and the new 


for sixth-place finisher Frank Jones 
Less than a year later, Flaherty tasted defeat 
gain. This time, though, he was rejected by 
his own neighborhood in a contest rife with the 
plexities of Southie politics. In 1995, Sen 
president Wi 
come president of the University of Massachu 
representative Stephen Lynch 
f against Bulger’s son, William ]r 


m Bulger left his post to be 
Then-state 


Bulger’s state-Senate seat 


rom the well-con 


paign, leaving 
vhich Michael Flaher 
e than two decades 
he only thing stanc 
ind his father’s old 
ar-old liaison for the Central 
vas initially regar 
s the cam] 


it his o 


Flaherty is wholly unrepentant about his close 
relationship with Menino. ‘| make no apology for 
being his friend and he mine. | am a supporter of 
the mayor,’ he says. ‘But as you've witnessed, I’ve 

also demonstrated my independence.’ 


ing Martin garner key votes in 
hanks largely to Flaherty’s ef 

African-American and lib 
pulled in almost 50 percent 

n vote.) The Martin cz 
rly opportunity t< 
lack community 
onsultant Joyce Ferri 
eople really started t 


on with 


ut Michael Flaherty’s help 
95, when Flaherty made his first run 

ice, his newfound visibility in the African 
American community couldn’t propel him to 
victory. Flaherty’s bid for one of the Boston 
City Council’s four at-large seats looked prom- 
ising after the preliminary election, in which he 
finished a strong fifth. In the final, though, he 
slipped to seventh, a drop some observers 
linked to African-American and liberal support 


smarting over William Bulger Jr.’s defeat. In 
the end, Hart defeated Flaherty in the Democ- 
ratic primary and waltzed into the State House 
after running unopposed in the final election 

n Flaherty had with Congress 
man Joe Moakley after his second defeat 


help 


A converse 


ed ease the sting. “I had received a phone 
call from the congressman asking me to come 
lown and to sit down and talk with him,” Fla- 
1erty recalls. “I went down to Joe Moakley’s 

ice late one night, probably at 7:30 or eight 

this is when his office was in the World 
Trade Center. He said, “What are you going to 

that kind of stuff. And he 
me about his whole career as an 
He said, ‘A lot of people talk 
ibout the things I’ve been able to do, and I’ve 


C 
l 
[ 


Lid? 
now, Kid 


tel 
I 


t . 1 
ton to teu 
1 


ted officia 


had some successes. But no one talked about 
the three defeats | suffered.’ | had never known 
that Joe Moakley lost a race. And he proceeded 
to tell me, ‘Hey, it wasn’t your day — my ad- 
vice is to stay out there, be active in the com- 
munity, continue doing the things you've been 
doing, stay active in the civic associations, con- 
tinue to coach sports. At some point you'll 
have another opportunity, and you'll be able to 
make the most of it.’... That clearly was help- 


ful to me personally.” 

Flaherty took a hiatus from politics, first 
joining Martin’s staff as an assistant district 
attorney and later working in private practice. 
But he took Moakley’s words to heart, and 
made another bid for city council in 1999. 
This time, he fared better. Flaherty ran what 
the Boston Globe described as a “flawless 
campaign,” emphasizing affordable-housing 
issues and reaching out to groups Dapper 
O’Neil merely sneered at. Support from Mar- 
tin, who mailed out statements promising that 
Flaherty would be “inclusive and progres- 
sive,” helped his cause; so did an endorse- 
ment from Moakley and public backing from 
the Menino administration. City-council can- 
didate Greg Timilty — son of former state 
senator Joe Timilty, who mounted three un 
successful mayoral runs in the 1970s — at- 
tempted to paint Flaherty as a shill for the 
mayor. Indeed, during one campaign forum 
Flaherty was the only candidate unable to say 
he was receiving no assistance from Menino 
But Timilty’s strategy didn’t work. When the 
votes were tallied, Flaherty had captured the 
fourth at-large slot with 15.75 percent of the 

ote, some 1700 votes ahead of O'Neil. (Tim 


ty came in sixth.) It was the first 


the perception that he 

yes man for Mayor Thomas Menino. At times 
Flaherty has shown his independence: in 2001 
for example, he pursued the possibility of a 
new Red Sox stadium on the South Boston 
waterfront after Menino had made clear his 
preference for a new park near the current 
Fenway site. In 2002, his first year as council 
president, Flaherty opposed Menino’s pri 


posed re-implem ion of rent control, draw 


ing praise from the Boston Herald for doing s« 
articulately and effectively. In 2003, as Menin« 
pushed for heightened powers for the Boston 
Redevelopment Authority, Flaherty urged thi 


the council and neighborhood groups be kept 


ar by refusing to transfer 1 


laherty when Menino underwent 


erty and Meninc 


tor exan tl 


Maureen Fe 
Flaherty instead. Conley, in turn, was re 
warded wk Acting Governor Jane Swift ap 
pointed him interim district attorney; he pro 
ceeded to win election to the office later that 
same year. Conley’s council seat was then 
filled by Rob Consalvo, an ally of the mayor's 
who defeated Adriana Cillo in a special elec 
coupled with 
Menino’s backing of Flaherty during his first 


tion. This back-room dealing 


victorious campaign for council, and Flaher 
ty’s oft-stated desire for the council to work 
harmoniously with the mayor has led some 
critics to raise their eyebrows knowingly 

when, say, the Flaherty-led council approves a 
Menino budget with a minimum of opposi 
tion. “At a time when people seem to be con 
cerned about the lack of independence of the 
council from the mayor, Michael's cl | 
tionship to the mayor doesn’t seem to have 
affected him n 
critic and former at-large councilor Peggy 
Davis-Mullen 


ively,” observes Menino 


Flaherty, for his part, is wholly unapok 
getic about his close relationship with Meni 
no. “I make no apology for being his friend 
and he mine. | am a supporter of the mayor,” 
Flaherty says. “But as you've witnessed, I’ve 
also demonstrated my independence. | can 
point to rent control and the telecom tax as 
two big issues he felt strongly about and 
wanted to pass the council, and they didn’t 
and they didn’t because | didn’t believe in 
them. ... Put it this way: I am a friend, but 
I’m not afraid to disagree with him.” 
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ODAY, WHEN HE’S asked to identify his 
signature achievements during four years 
in office, Flaherty ticks off several: updating 
the linkage requirements for developers op- 
erating in Boston; pressuring Tufts Health 
Plan to reinstate coverage of non-sedating 
antihistamines; implementing a competitive 
bidding structure for busing services in the 
Boston schools that saved the city $10 million 
this year; helping to push new corporate ar- 
rival Manulife Financial Corp. to cough up 
$403,000 in back linkage payments. The list 
hints at Flaherty’s vision of the council as a 
results-oriented body, one focused more on 
fine-tuning policy and improving the city’s 
bottom line than on grand gestures. 

Flaherty also takes credit for another, less 
tangible achievement — namely, helping to 


alter the council’s ethos. “I believe we’ve 








changed the tone of the council as a more de- 


liberative and pro sody,” he said last 





week. “We're working well with one another, 
paying attention to the business of the city 


I’ve gotten compliments from that all across 


Boston. Gone are the days 
backstabbing 


{ pettiness, of 


That's be- 


f ashtray throw 





t nere to 








move forward, 


going 





back to the divisive politics of the past.” 


As demonstré 





uncil’s November 





19 meeting which was marked by intense 
debates over affirmative action and same-sex 
marriage mong council 

And critics 


posing Yancey 


converse 








members can still be 
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with the Globe’s Ad 
acerbated existing tensions. Sti 
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as become something of 


a mantra for the c 





sction Day 2003, sitting in 
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his City Hall « 





picture of himself as a | who unifies and 
| Id of 


every individual on this council to be profes- 





heals. “I have every con 














sional and to kind of rise above, you know, the 
political rhetoric and the politics of the past,’ 
he said. “It’s now kind of a time for healing 





and kind of tc gether, and | 










sure | welcomed and cong ated Councilor 


nd I have 


oreliminary 
continue 
I think 


everyone 1S 


to harme 





at seemed like an obvious 
nd Henni- 
uncil’s proper 
le includes aggressive advocacy on nationa 
and international issues. “Quite frankly, we're 
here to do a job,” Flaherty said. “We're here to 


in the city of Boston; 





represent the people 
we're here to make decisions on things that 
impact and affect their quality of lif 


neighborhoods, and their far 





not paying attentior 





lo, then n 





of occu 


Flaherty the Conciliator had 











think that once we c¢ 











couple legislative sessior ler our be 
| be right back in the swing of things 
| 


essed to discuss his relationship with 


Yancey furt 









Flaherty gain was 





conciliatory but not 


Councilor Yancey that I'd v 





opportuni 
ty to get together with him — let’s clear the 
air, the campaign’s over,” Flaherty said. “I 
understand to some degree there was some 
political rhetoric and there was some grand- 
standing. And some of that turmoil may actu- 
ally have benefited him to some degree. But I 
expect, you know, that he’ll meet me halfway. 
That’s what we need to have happen 
everyone has to kind of meet halfway... I'll 
do my part to try to foster better relations 
with a couple of council adversaries. But with 
me, it’s never personal.” (Yancey did not re- 
turn phone calls for this article.) 

This semi-apologetic stance may not be 
enough to convince Flaherty’s numerous op- 
ponents. On election night, Yancey said Fla- 


herty didn’t deserve to return as president. The 





































































































































































































next day, Turner sent out a letter detailing the 
election results and crediting various individu 
als and groups for a role in Arroyo's victory; at 


no point did he mention Flaherty. Again, given 





the return very council incumbent, any ill 
will Yancey and Turner may harbor for Flaher 
is unlikely to cost him the counc 


cy. But whe 





at will matter down the road es 





pecially if Flaherty does seek the mayor's offic 

is how he’s perceived among black Bostoni 
ans. This is where Flaherty’s endorsement of 
Ezedi (who also received backing from Meni- 
no, Consalvo, and Feeney), public panning of 
Yancey, and much-discussed use of Rule 19 
may have done lasting damage 

For his part, Turner says Flaherty needs to 
do three things in order to heal the wounds 
created by the past campaign: treat Yancey 
better; reappoint Turner as chairman of the 
council’s committee on education; and help 
change Rule 19. And if he refuses to back a 
change to Rule 19, then he must recognize 
that national and international issues are fair 
game for the council. 

It seems that Flaherty would be wise to 
heed Turner’s advice on Rule 19, however 
difficult that may be for him. In September, 
Turner, Yancey, and Arroyo held a press con- 
ference on Flaherty’s handling of Rule 19, at 
which Turner charged Flaherty with “institu- 


MENINO’S MAN? Until recently, speculation ran high t 


council president may have alienated the very progressives 
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Bolling [Royal Bolling Sr., Bruce 





ther] was a state rep and Mike 


shared an office. They’ve always been very 





good friends, and some of the Bolling 
have worked for Michael Flaherty Jr.’s cam 
paign. That didn’t happen this year. They 
were really taken aback, more than anything, 
by the vitriolic way that Michael characterized 
Yancey, calling him a fraud. That was totally 
uncalled for.” Hard data support Ferri- 
abough’s anecdotal evidence that Flaherty lost 
support in the black community during the 
last election. For example, in Ward 12 (East 
Roxbury), Flaherty pulled in 12.4 percent of 
the vote in 1999 and 15.3 percent in 2001; in 
2003, he dropped to 9.2 percent. In Ward 
Nine (Central Roxbury), Flaherty went from 
15.1 percent in 1999 and 15.6 percent in 
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two factors 


defending Flaherty fro 
during the Rule 19 brot 


that Boston should have a Latino councilor 


That's not what happened. Instead of eking 
out a narrow victory, Arroyo finished second 
trailing Flaherty by a mere 1705 votes; mean 
while, Hennigan finished third, and White 
dropped to fifth. Arroyo’s unexpectedly strong 
performance prompted Hennigan to discuss 


See FLAHERTY, page 30 
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FLAHERTY, from page 29 

Arroyo as a possible council president. It also 
prompted former mayoral candidate Mel 
King to suggest that Arroyo consider running 
for mayor. Ray Flynn — who defeated King 
in the 1983 mayoral election, and later hired 
Arroyo as his director of personnel — agrees 
that the time has come to take Arroyo seri- 
ously: “He’s a rising star in this city, and it’s 
just a matter of time —- when the Hispanic 
community becomes politically organized, 
Felix Arroyo will be a significant player on the 
city scene,” Flynn says 

Arroyo, for his part, says discussion of both 
scenarios is premature. But he also makes it 
clear that while he was grateful for Flaherty’s 
endorsement, he doesn’t believe it was a 
major factor in his victory. “There were over 
18 different elected officers that endorsed me, 
many of them very much at the beginning,” 
Arroyo notes. “Every endorsement is helpful, 
but the areas of South Boston and West Rox- 
bury” — both Flaherty bastions — “did not 
come out in a strong way for me. ... Flaherty 
is the first one to tell you that the vote was 
done by our efforts. | appreciate his support. 
But | don’t know that the impact was to the 
same level as the news of it.” 

Whatever its actual impact, some observers 
still believe Flaherty’s endorsement of Arroyo 
was a smart move. Because of it, Ferriabough 
predicts, Arroyo won't run against Flaherty 
for president; instead, she thinks he'll serve 
as a “healing salve,” working to ease post- 
election tensions between Flaherty and the 
council’s “Young Turks” on the one hand and 
the minority-progressive faction — including 
Yancey, Turner, and Hennigan — on the 
other. Former city councilor John Nucci also 
thinks Flaherty helped himself. “He wasn’t 
the only candidate in that race 
endorsing Arroyo — he just did 
it at a very opportune time and 
got a lot of exposure on it,” 
Nucci says, adding, “I don’t 
think it was pandering 

Others are less convinced. 
Former councilor Michael Mc- 
Cormack warns that Flaherty, by 
endorsing Arroyo, turned Maura 
Hennigan into a “lifelong enemy,” and that it 
may have alienated the well-connected friends 
of former mayor Kevin White as well. “I 
know that with people who were involved in 
the Patricia White campaign because of their 
relationship with her father, there is some re 
sentment toward Flaherty for getting involved 
where you historically don’t get involved,” he 
says. “Down the road, Flaherty could be 
going to these folks saying he’s running for 
mayor. It’s a small town, and people involved 
in municipal races and politics in general have 
long memories. I wouldn’t say they’re going 
to blame Flaherty for White’s loss, but a lot of 
folks are going to take the position that he 
shouldn’t have gotten involved in the race.” 

The question of whether Flaherty deserves 
even partial blame for White’s loss is tough to 
answer. Angelique Pirozzi, a White campaign 
consultant, points out that White still received 
twice as many votes as Arroyo in Flaherty’s 
South Boston stronghold. “The story just does- 
n't bear out that Flaherty screwed Patricia,” 
Pirozzi claims. On the other hand, White trailed 
fourth-place finisher Stephen Murphy by only 
861 votes — and there’s no way of knowing 
how many Bostonians voted for Arroyo instead 
of White because they heeded Flaherty’s call, or, 
conversely, voted for Hennigan instead of 
White because they didn’t like Flaherty’s strong- 
arm tactics. Either way, comments by George 
Regan — who was Kevin White’s press secre- 
tary and whose PR firm, Regan Communica- 
tions, handled publicity for Patricia White's 
campaign — suggest that McCormack’s analy- 
sis is on target. “Michael Flaherty was being 
cute,” Regan says of the Arroyo endorsement 
“Obviously, he was telling Patricia he was with 
her. Then he waited until the end to placate the 
Globe editorial board to look like this liberal re- 
former. I wouldn’t give him all the credit, but | 
would say it’s right up there.” 


T’S TOO EARLY to say whether the 2003 
council campaign will be remembered as 
Michael Flaherty’s Waterloo. Re-election as 
council president in January would be an in- 

dication to the contrary, but the true test 
might not come until Menino decides he’s 


done being mayor — and while there’s been 
plenty of speculation that Menino might step 
down in 2005, he could be in office through 
2009 or even later. For the time being, Fla 
herty remains on the list — along with big 
names like Congressman Stephen Lynch and 
House Speaker Thomas Finneran 
sible Menino successors. “I use the phrase of 
being ‘papabili’ — on the short list to be 
pope,” former council president and mayoral 
candidate Larry DiCara says. “I think 
Michael’s on the short list to be mayor. But 
just because you're on the short list doesn’t 
mean you're going to make it.” 

Asked where he sees himself in 10 years, Fla- 
herty says family considerations might affect 
his decision-making. (Flaherty has four chil- 
dren — Patrick, 15, Michael, five, and two- 
year-old twins Ella and Jack; his wife Laurene 

whom Flaherty has known since he was a 
child in South Boston — is a stay-at-home 
mom.) “I don’t know, with four children, three 
of them very young,” he says. “I’d obviously 
want to get an opportunity to watch them grow 
up and teach them how to skate and play ball 
and all those great things. But in politics, you 
learn that those that try to plot and plan never 
get to where they’re going.... | would obviously 
like an opportunity to look and maybe run for 
higher office. I just don’t know what that office 
is and when it’s going to happen.” 

It’s clear, however, that the mayor’s job is 


of pos 


on Flaherty’s radar screen. “There’s a lot of 
speculation about that,” he acknowledges. 
‘The only thing | can say to that is, who 
would not want to be the mayor of Boston? | 
think it’s a great job and a great opportunity, 
but I’m not focusing on that right now. I’m 
focused on getting the council back on track 
It’s time to heal some of the wounds that were 


if Flaherty really wants to heal, 
and if he wants to keep his 

mayoral ambitions alive, a touch 

of contrition could do wonders. 


created as a result of the political campaigns, 
and again stay focused on the agenda we 
have, which is making lives a little bit easier 
and better in the city of Boston.” 

If Flaherty really wants to heal, and if he 
wants to keep his mayoral ambitions alive, a 
touch of contrition could do wonders. But his 
reference to “wounds that were created” — a 
phrase that lacks an active agent — is telling 
Flaherty wants the council to leave the 2003 
campaign behind, but he seems unwilling or 
unable to acknowledge that he may bear some 
responsibility for making the campaign more 
acrimonious than it needed to be. He came 
close during an October 27 at-large debate 
sponsored by WGBH-TV and the Globe, in 
which he made a point of acknowledging - 
albeit in the abstract — his own fallibility. But 
earlier this week, when asked if he regrets any 
decisions he made during the campaign or 
2003, Flaherty said he doesn’t. The only regret 
he could identify was allowing the council to 
debate the Patriot Act in 2002. “I .was trying to 
demonstrate a willingness and ability to work 
with my colleagues. I knew I was going to take 
some heat from those who wanted me to im- 
pose Rule 19,” he explained. “However, as a 
courtesy to a couple of colleagues, | decided to 
allow that to happen. But as they say, no good 
deed goes unpunished. As a result of me allow- 
ing it, then it was used against me this year” in 
the Rule 19 debate. Had he acted differently, 
Flaherty added, “this whole Rule 19 saga 
probably could have been avoided.” It’s appar- 
ent, though, that if he wants to clear the air 
with Yancey and Turner and regain lost sup- 
port in Boston’s black community, Flaherty 
will need to concede a lot more. 

Joyce Ferriabough has a suggestion worth 
considering. “If Flaherty is still president [in 
2004], he will have to do sort of a retreat with 
the council, just to kind of erase some of the 
bad blood,” she says. “Particularly with the lib- 
eral wing and the minority wing, and that also 
includes Maura Hennigan. Okay? He has to do 
some fence-mending. That’s number one.” 


Adam Reilly can be reached at 
areilly@phx.com. 
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own car. Once, while operating on a 
woman with severe complications, he 
passed out from exhaustion, and as the 
other doctors were administering an EKG 
to make sure he wasn’t having a heart at- 
tack, he awoke, ripped off the wires, and 
returned to save the woman's life. “He is 
good at taking someone through a crisis in 
a very supportive way,” says Mary, his sec- 
ond wife, whom he married 30 years ago 
“Bill is a stander and a doer, not a sitter 
and a thinker.” 
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allow a reporter to witness a D&E. Not 
even if the patient has given her consent 
Not even if the hospital where he performs 
the procedures is not named. “They’re 
scared as hell,” he says. 

Back in his office, Rashbaum faces his 
next crisis: a shaky 29-year-old mother of 
two, sitting next to her husband, is set the 
following day to abort her 18-week fetus, 
which is developing without a brain. Visi- 
bly uncomfortable, the Long Island couple 




















begins talking about referrals and medical 
history. The petite and pretty blond 
woman, a black T-shirt stretched over her 
bulging stomach, tells Rashbaum it was 
hard finding a doctor to end her pregnancy 
at this stage. He cuts off the measured dis- 
cussion, pops in his hearing aid, and 
launches in: “The first thing I need to tell 
you is that you must mourn.” The words, 
or maybe it’s the gravelly voice, act as a 
cathartic, and the woman begins to cry. He 
reassures her that it’s okay to be angry. 
What’s happening to her isn’t right or fair. 
Rashbaum also encourages her to kick her 
husband in the groin if at any point he tells 
her not to cry. Her fears quickly bubble to 
the surface. “Am I a freak?” she asks, in- 
sisting that she’s great at pregnancy, even 
forgoing sugarless gum to ensure the 
health of her unborn child. She says she 
knows she couldn’t have prevented this ab- 
normality but still asks if she did some- 
thing wrong. “Yeah,” Rashbaum quips. 
“You thought bad thoughts.” The woman 
and her husband laugh nervously, but 
they’re laughing. There are other fears. 
They want to have another child (they have 
two boys; this was a girl). He tells them 
that out of 21,000 late-term abortions he 
has performed, only 18 women lost the 
ability to have children. He has also never 
lost a patient and says he’ll be furious with 
her if she’s the first. 

Gently, he begins to describe the proce- 
dure. Once he puts the laminaria sticks in, 
which soften and dilate the cervix, the 
abortion will have irrevocably begun. What 
if | don’t dilate? the patient worries. His 
eyes twinkling over his reading glasses, he 
answers, “I'll slit your throat.” After more 
nervous laughter, the woman broaches her 
greatest fears. She’s not sure she wants to 
know the details. It’s difficult to relinquish 
her role of protecting a fetus that has 
grown inside her for four and a half 
months. Welling up with tears again, she 
asks if it will feel pain. She doesn’t want to 
hear much more. “I just want to make sure 
you get all of it out,” she pleads. “Don’t 
leave anything in there.” 



















T’S TOUGH for a workaholic to slow 

down. The impediments of age are in- 
evitably creeping up on Rashbaum, who 
had a total hip replacement two years ago, 
and although he’s returned to tennis, the 
vestiges of a limp remain. Last spring, doc- 
tors removed a chunk of his lung that had 


With the majority of surgical-abortion providers 
nearing retirement and few doctors willing to 
practice or even learn the procedures, who will 
replace him? Rashbaum worries about a return 
to the days of back-alley abortions. 


a small cancerous tumor, the result of 
smoking for 50 years. Even without the hip 
and lung problems, his stamina is under 
assault from the physical rigors of being an 
OB/GYN physician. Although he plans on 
giving up cases in a year because “patients 
don’t want an old man,” he’s hard-pressed 
to think of what he enjoys other than 
working. There is his garden, where he 
grows magnificently fragrant and full pe- 
onies, and lettuce that he jokes costs $17 a 
head, tomatoes that go for $20 a pound 


There is also his collection of antique me- 
chanical banks. Taking after his father 
who finally retired at 88, but only after his 


last remaining patient died, Rashbaum 
confesses that retiring “scares the bejesus 
out of me.” 

The past sticks to him. Returning home 
from the hospital, he finds his dinner 
crispy chicken, rice, pea pods, and salad 
— waiting on the stove top in perfectly 
covered dishes, faithfully prepared by the 
same housekeeper, Lila, now in her 80s, 
who began working for him when his son 
was six months old. He lays his drink 
down on a coaster bearing the insignia of 
John Jay College, where his brother, Cris, 


was a law professor. The ashes of his 
brother, who died last year and was also 
an atheist, are still in an urn under his 
desk because he hasn’t yet found a plot. “I 
had my mother under a table in my con- 
sulting room for about two years,” says 
Rashbaum with a laugh. Other than his 
wedding band, he counts a watch from a 
friend who died of cancer as his most 
prized possession. He has a hard time let- 
ting people go. 

He also has a hard time letting certain 
sentiments go. There is a part of Rash- 
baum that still needs to justify what he 
does. Being pro-choice, he says, is not the 
same as being pro-abortion. He went into 
medicine to save lives and recalls with 
pride one he saved 25 years ago, a baby he 
delivered to a woman in cardiac arrest; 
both left the hospital alive three days later. 
He established one of the first licensed 
fetal-tissue banks in the country, collecting 
pancreases for research that may lead to 
remedies for currently incurable diseases. 
Also extremely controversial, the fetal- 
tissue bank was Rashbaum’s way of mak- 
ing some good come“bdut of something bad. 
His upbringing dictated that doctors don’t 
do abortions, but that is what he does day 
in and day out. “He is a lot of people,” his 
wife, Mary, says. “He is far more compli- 
cated than even he knows.” 

For all the bluster and authority Rash- 
baum displays when he barrels down a 
ward or bellows over an unwieldy phone 
system, he is a burdened man. With the 
majority of surgical-abortion providers 
nearing retirement and few doctors willing 
to practice or even learn the procedures, 
who will replace him? With conservative 
politicians’ current assault on abortion 
practices, he worries that Roe v. Wade will 
be overturned. He worries about a return 
to the days of back-alley abortions when 
responsible doctors lacked the skills to 
safely end pregnancies. “He has felt sad 
and discouraged,” Mary says. “He is sad- 
dened by things. He is not destroyed by 
them.” For the time being, however, he 
takes solace in being there for a 14-year- 
old rape victim and a 29-year-old mother 
who have nowhere else to turn. “As long as 
1 can make a contribution,” he says, “I 
enjoy what I do.” ® 


Reprinted with permission from Mother 
Jones magazine, © 2003, Foundation for 
National Progress. 
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ING TSAI HAS 


- mastered the art 





of multitasking. In the course of an 





hourlong telephone interview, he’s 


taste-testing the creation of his cook 








one minute, driving to meet Howie 


Carr the next. 













Of course, if you’re Ming Tsai, the 










ability to multitask is more than an 





art; it’s a necessity. The chef/owner 














of the wildly popular — not to men- 
tion award-winning — Wellesley 












restaurant Blue Ginger is currently 
producing and starring in his sec- 
ond television cooking program, 


Simply Ming, on PBS. A book of the 






same name was published by Clark- 







son Potter last month — Tsai’s sec- 





ond cookbook in four years. He has 







a Web site. He has a product line at 


Target. He has a wife and two 






young sons. 





Ming Tsai has a full plate. 


Feing “Wiling 


FROM PRODUCING TELEVISION SHOWS TO WRITING BOOKS, 
RUNNING A RESTAURANT TO HAWKING COOKING PRODUCTS, 
CELEBRITY CHEF MING TSAI HAS PLENTY ON HIS PLATE 























Q: This is your secon 
as time to write an 


A: Why did I think it 


okbook. What made you decide 


write another one? 








Bec > my publ wouldn't leave me alone! Which is 
c the God's honest truth. But having said that, one 
f the most common comments that I got from both my 





ook Blue Ginger and my show East Meets West was 
God, that food looks great, Chef, [but] one, I wish le 


could get the ingredients, and two, | wish it \ 





vas more 
simple. I work for a living, 1 have two kids,” or “I’m a di- 
vorced person,” or “I don’t have two hours during the 
week to cook, or an hour even.” And then commonly they 
would say, “I have more weekend time to cook, but during 
the week I don’t.” So that got me thinking a little bit. | 
thought, okay, well, the next book, the next show even, we 
should do it a little bit more simply for the home cook. 


Q: What's the process of writing a cookbook like? How 
much time is spent cooking and how much is spent writing? 
A: First of all, there’s two people that I absolutely have 

to thank, who made this book possible. Arthur Boehm, 
who’s the co-writer, and Alan Richardson, the photogra- 
pher. I know I’ve been blessed since I was born; I’ve just 
had a very lucky life, and I’ve always met the right people. 
These two guys in particular are just the best in the indus- 
try for what they do. Arthur, I’m the only one besides his 
mom, who’s in heaven now, who gets to call him Artie, so 
we have a very great relationship. Artie’s written both 
books with me, Blue Ginger and this. [He had] the right 
sense on how to really translate what I’m thinking and get 
it on paper. He would ask me the questions, like, “Why 
did you do that?” Or, “What inspired you to use pork 


shoulder, not duck?” Things that will just get me thinking. 


“When’s the first time you ate that?” God, I was four 
years old, when I was in Taipei. That’s the type of stuff 
that’s just not going to flow off my tongue unless the 
question’s asked. So without Artie, I think I still could’ve 
done both books by myself, but they would’ve taken 10 
years each. 
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A: And they wouldn't have i 
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Artie’s a much better writer I 

I’m not embarrassed at all to 

admit that he’s a much better ’ 

writer than me. My English is ; 
pretty good, and I write com- 
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plete sentences for the most 
part — 





Q: Well, you have some other 
talents that you've been cultivat- 
ing. 

A: Exactly! And I have spell- 
check. But the best part about 
Artie is that he kept my humor 
in there. He kept it my voice. 
Which is not an easy task, I’m 
sure, for anyone. And just as 
important was Alan Richardson, 
because he was just the best 
photographer. The use of his 
light, and his simplicity of how 
















he sees a shot, is unparalleled 





And we did not use a food styl 






ist it was just him and me 
Because | really wanted the 





food to look just-cooked, on a 






simple plate — we're not trying 
to sell plates and glassware and 
china, we're just trying to show 


the food off 








Q: And you probably want it 


to look real, because you don't 





want people to get discouraged if it looks all fancy in the 
photo and then their version doesn’t turn out that wa 

A: Oh yeah, I want it to look just like they'll make it. Ex 
actly. That's a great point, because sometimes you see these 
cookbooks, and although beautiful, once you make it, you're 
like, “Oh Jesus, I didn’t do a very good job, did 1? My meat 
loaf doesn’t look like that meat loaf.” So those two guys get a 
lot of credit. 

A lot of my life is, of course, creating recipes. That's prob- 
ably my number-one job at Blue Ginger, besides managing 
people, because when you own a business, it’s all about peo- 
ple management, it’s all about getting the potential and in- 
spiring people and motivating people and getting them to 
work at 120 percent at all times. That’s of course the job of 
anyone who owns any type of operation. But recipe creation 
is really my focus, both at Blue Ginger and then of course 
when you do a book and show, because content is king. But 
it has to be good; you can’t just write a recipe and not test it, 
for example. Because it’s your reputation. Now having said 
that, a lot of my recipes I’ve written on airplanes on my lap- 
top, I’ve written in libraries. Having written, | don’t know, 
over 1000 recipes, I know that a tablespoon of minced gin- 
ger with a tablespoon of minced garlic with a half a cup of 
scallions sautéed in a tablespoon of oil — | know what that’s 
going to taste like, having done it 1000 times. | know when 
you put peppercorn and salt on a steak, what that’s going to 
taste like. And I know it takes four minutes a side for a one- 
and-a-half-inch steak. So all this technical stuff I pretty 
much know. The hardest part is making the outline. Because 
you can only make a peanut-butter-and-jelly sandwich 50 
ways. The 51st way is probably going to be disgusting. You 
can’t force it. So even though I do create on a laptop, [I use] 
visualization, [with] a cup measure down to a teaspoon. So 
I’m on my plane and people are looking at me like I’m a lit- 
tle bit strange, because I have an empty cup, a half cup, a 
quarter cup, a tablespoon, a teaspoon. And to visualize it, | 
literally hold the cup up and I’m like, “Oh yeah, it’s about 
two cups cabbage, shredded, that makes sense to make a 
slaw for two.” 
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I then kind of do phase one, as I call it, of the recipe. J 
would say 80 percent of those recipes are good to go; the 
problem is, you don’t know which 80 percent. So usually 
those recipes will go to Artie first and I bring them to Blue 
Ginger. What happens is, Artie and I then start talking about 
the recipes. While that’s happening, I arrange my photo 
shoot, and that is really where the recipe gets tested twice, 
because my sous-chefs, e 
then put the recip 
ments there. And then 







n my line cooks, and myself, we 
and then we’ll make adjust- 
wever the picture is then taken, that 


becomes gospel, because y 





yu can’t change the picture. So if 
sh with scallions by mist 
ng in the 7 

















are § I 
hat shouldn’t h ybviously if it’s wrong, we redo 
the picture, of c« t takes so long 

Thank God it’s not 52 It is ab 
solutely brutal. S« C my editor, as n 
as the book came out, she goes, “Okay, I’ve got a great idea 
for the next book!” I sai I’ve got a great idea, period. You 
just simmer down 

But at the end of the day ell the book in my 
hands, I’m always just giddy as anything, and this one we're 
all very proud of, because we just like the way it looks and 
reads, and we actually think people will cook with it, which 
is my end goal. And then as I always say, no cookbook is 
gospel. This is just a foundation yeginning, to get an 


person to start thinking about mz 
And once you read about the ma 


with seared cod, | v 
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cause there are these master sauces, and it’s 

like, you know what, “I really like shrimp. I bet 

that three-chili dipping sauce would go great with fried 
shrimp.” Then they make it and they're like, “Wow, that’s 
really good.” And at the end of the day, they feel even better 
than just cooking a Simply Ming recipe. It really becomes 
their own. Same for chefs; there really is no such thing as 
“plagiarism” in the chef world. You add another pinch of 
cayenne, that’s a new recipe. My inspiration certainly comes 
from other people’s food. I’m not creating things from out 
of the blue; I mean, I’m a huge believer that every dish in 
the world has probably been done before. 1 would never say, 
“Oh, no one’s ever done this.” Because someone in Ethiopia 
or Hong Kong or France already did this. They just didn’t 
print a book about it. No one can create a new cuisine. It’s 
all been done before. 


Q: Tell me about the new TV show. How does cooking on 
TV differ from cooking in a restaurant? 

A: This show, Simply Ming, which of course uses all the 
book recipes, is very close to my heart because | got to go to 
public television. | was actually minus-one year old in 1963 
when Julia [Child] did her first show, produced with WGBH, 
funny enough. And I watched her growing up ... and I 
watched Graham Kerr [on The Galloping Gourmet], and | 
never thought as a kid, I want to be on public television 
cooking. But I did think, wow, isn’t that cool? And to be 
perfectly honest, the Food Network sort of just fell into my 
lap seven years ago. 

This jump to Simply Ming, it’s a feel-good move for me; I 
mean, I like the fact that I’m doing public television and giv- 
ing back, because I’ve always watched public television, I al- 
ways listen to NPR. Those things mean a lot. The other thing 
that’s just as important as the whole feel-good thing is, I get 
control of the show, I’m one of the producers of the show. 
The Food Network I have to thank, for sure; | mean, they put 
me on the map. They definitely got me into the households of 
America and did a lot for my career. But I wanted full control. 
Just like 1 own my own restaurant, | really wanted to have full 
control of my show. The only way to really do that is to have 
ownership of the show and be a producer for the show, so 
public television allowed me to do that. And then of course 
being able to partner with WGBH was just like a gift from 
heaven, I mean, they're the largest producer of public televi- 
sion shows, period. And it’s a good story: I’m a local Boston 
guy, they’re local Boston, and the fact that we could team up 
together, it just was lucky and just made sense. 


Q: I did a Google search this morning for “Ming Tsai,” and 
it came up with 13,800 hits. Does that surprise you? Do you 
ever worry that you're getting overexposed? 


A: Only 13,000? 


Q: Well, that was with your name in quotes 

A: So it’s not confusing me with Yao Ming and all those 
other Ming imposters. I am a little miffed; 1 was the tallest 
Ming in the land, up until Yao Ming showed up, and now 
I’m just six feet tall. 


Q: Do you worry about overexposure? 
A: Oh, you do. I mean, you would be a fool if you didn’t 


worry about that, absolutely. The majority of that quantity of 
hits is because I’m on TV. And I've always said this: there’s 
what I call the irrational power of TV. I would put myself in a 
group of about 500 or so chefs in this country that I think, 
all of us combined, we’re pretty good chefs. Am | better than 
499 of those 500 chefs? Absolutely not. Most of them could 
cook me into a bag, no problem. But because I’m i 





black box, at least in this country 





because we 
which is of course good in this instance for 1 


vates me to the expert in whatev 





It certainly sets you up for failur 





and I hear it 











opening that bottle 
120 in, th 
than that 


I’m just six feet tall.’ 


Overexposure, | think it happens to anyone who stays 
on TV for a long time. It’s just part of the equation. It’s 
what you pick and choose to do with it. Because you can’t 
say yes to everything. Even though I’m sure you probably 
know I have some stuff at Target, I sell Asian-barbecue 
potato chips. Now, that’s not exactly foie-gras-shiitake 
shumai in a Sauternes-shallot broth. It’s a far cry from 
that. But is it a good potato chip? Yes, it’s an excellent po 
tato chip, I think. So as long as the quality is still good, 
and value is still there, and it still fits my whole mantra, 
which is East-West, and an Asian-barbecue potato chip is 
certainly an East-West potato chip. That sits well with me 
and my camp, because it is still the same message: high 
quality at a good value. You cannot get more mundane 
than a potato chip, actually, right? | mean, I don’t think 
there is anything [more mundane] in this country except 
the French fry, I guess. That’s the lowest on the food 
chain, so to speak. 


Q: So why do it? 

A: Because it’s a great potato chip. Because it’s better 
than any other potato chip I’ve ever had, that’s why. It’s a 
great potato chip. And | have to admit, Target is a very al- 
luring company. They’re marketing geniuses. And they’re 
like, “You know what? Your show is getting popular, peo- 
ple are curious about this style of food,” and my end goal, 
again, is to get people to cook this style of food, so now 
the fact that they can go and get what’s a really good 
wasabi powder and a traditionally brewed soy sauce and 
the mango salsa, for example, that’s really good — if that 
gets East-West cuisine into their homes, well, that’s good 
by me. 

And I’m not embarrassed to say that we are coming out 
with some frozen rice bowls, noodle bowls, and stir-fry 
kits at Target, for next Chinese New Year. | never thought 
I’d do frozen foods; | remember probably making a state- 
ment once in another interview, “I’m never doing frozen 
foods.” But then, I’ve spoken to Wolfgang [Puck] and I’ve 
spoken to other people who do frozen stuff, and cryogen- 
ics is so much more advanced than it was 10 years ago 
You can get some really great-tasting food that’s even 
more simple to prepare than [in] my book, because it’s 
four minutes in a microwave. This sweet-and-sour pork, 
which has mango in it, it still has the East-West — it’s 
really good, for a frozen product. Am | going to put five 
microwaves in my restaurant and serve it? No, of course 
not. But for a home cook in lowa or someone in Boston, 
it’s 12 at night and you just got home — it’s better than 
your peanut butter on saltines. 


Q: So you used to say you'd never do frozen foods. Is 
there anything that you still say you'd never do? 

A: I'll never retire. No, actually, I think I’ve learned 
from that statement “never say never,” because you never 
know what might come down the pike. And I’m a busi- 
nessman as much as a chef, and I have two kids and a 
wife, so there’s reasons that I have to be successful, which 
is primarily putting kids through college, et cetera, et 
cetera. I think everyone — and I think if you don’t admit 
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New Zealand lamb rack with foie gras and Alaskan line 


‘Is this fish line-caught?’ 


Q: What's been your worst nig 
A: This is what should have been one 
nights in the kitchen, that turned out t 
happened in France. I was the sous-chef at a 


called Natacha. It was a spring menu, and 








the chef, and we got along famously. I was h 
like, 23. Natacha Patrone, who’s a Russian-bort 

bred lady, very elegant, really nice lady, one of het 
vorite things was gazpacho. And | was very excited, be- 


cause I’d never rez 














ly learned how to make Western gaz- 

pacho before, so Jean Marc was showing me, and we put 
Worces 
n 


whole tomatoes and onions, cucumbers, olive oil 
tershire, Tabasco, everything, and he takes this Berm 
Now, this Bermixer unfortunately had a loose wire. He 
said, “Hey, by the way, when you use this, make sure you 
only use one hand, because if you use the second hand, 
you complete the circuit, and you get 220 volts in your 
body.” I was like, okay, this is not quite OSHA standards 
but that’s okay, we’re in France. So I made it using one 








ixer 














hand. We threw it into the walk-in, 
everything. We had another cook, 
went to grab it, and Jean Marc said 
more buzz before we strain it.” He unfc 
in the loop about the potenti 
it with both hands, shocks himself, spills 
gallon bucket on the kitchen floor. Now, for the re 












so he 





ne entire 





the kitchen floor was just cleaned, it was a clean kitchen 





floor. But it was still a kitchen floor. This was like five of 
eight, and I looked at Jean Marc. Natacha was one of 
these people who’s nice as anything until you don’t do 
something she says, and he’d worked with Natacha for 
two or three years, so he knew. So he looked at me, and 
he started scraping it back into the bucket. | was like 
“No, Jean Marc.” He was like, “Oh, ¢a va. It was just 
cleaned.” So he put it back into the bucket. Just then 
Natacha peeked her head into the kitchen and said, “Cl 
chef, I really want to try the gazpacho.” Jean Marc’s like 
“No, no, no, not today.” She said, “No, no, I insist.” S« 








sure enough, Jean Marc serves her a bowl of gazpacho 
she takes one spoonful, and she looks at Jean Mare and 
me, and I thought, this is it, I’m gone, fired. She goes, 
“Magnifique!” And she said, “Whatever you did, make 
sure you do the exact same thing every single time!” So 
I’m envisioning us throwing gazpacho on the floor every 
night before service. | couldn't believe it 2 


Tamara Wieder can be reached at twieder@phx.com 
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“My #f reason for living at 
The Highlands...” 


a host of Amentties, including 
fully-equipped fitness and business centers 


tere’sa few More... 


+ Heated underground parking 

+ 24-hour on-site maintenance 

¢ Elegant community clubhouse, featuring fireplace lounge 
+ Fully-applianced, including washer/dryer 

+ Private balconies 

¢ Spacious walk-in closets 


i CALL TODAY!’ 
NOW THROUGH 12/7/03— 
2BR/2BATH-—$1, 3991!" 


Mes Cas titae at ee eae eit) hai She Highlands 


A brand-new premier apartment community 


Y 


Leasing Office Open Daily: 
Mon.—Sat.: 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m./Sun.: 12:00 - 5:00 p.m. 


877-804-4533 ~ 2001 Falls Blvd., Quincy 


www.faxonwoods.com 


t. 3, take exit 17 (Union St./Braintree).. Follow signs for Union St./E. Brainrree 
ior 1.5 miles; take left on Rte. 53 (Quincy Ave.). Follow 1.5-miles, then take a left onto Falls Blvd. 


EQUAL HOUSING ee ALLSTON BOSTON — 
OPPORTUNITY Apartments/ ALLSTON!! Emerson Place Apts 


Rentals 


1&2 BR's 
Great Low Rates! 
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781-322-0580 | BRIGHTON 
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f 2 tamily house nl oa + Bdrm Apt Close * SRANITE \UNTERTOP | 2 BD wGRANITE COUNTER STUDIO WALCOVE, Hrd Fis, | RENT 
ae ving room, ElK T i rs ; Heat & HW, Near T, | ae : : 
Kes Heat & HW, Near 7, ssionals, NO FEE. $1100 | ZO, ewe RaMenae 068 wed 
jO FEE. $2050 irs. NO FEE! $1,195 incl H/HW 
2 HAJJAR MANAGEMENT. 617 
859-1749. Ask for Pau 
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Call the COPLEY 
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pir 
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Real Estate 


BROOKLINE 
4 A 


BRIGHTON 3 
apt. Newly re 


eat 


DORCHESTER 28A $11 


SOUTH BOSTON WEST ROXBURY 


GET RESULTS! JAMAICA PLAIN 
"617 300 2a Ee Qn 1 A 
617-859-3300 THE 
PHOENIX MALDEN Real Estate for 


CLASSIFIEDS g Kitch & Meee Sale 
DREAM CONDO 


BRIGHTON 
BRIGHTO 


1BR-apt 


ROXBURY 
n Washingtor 
FEE! AVA 


MANAGEMEN 


CAMBRIDGE 


Jamaica Plain 


Providence/Mt. 
Pleasant 


HAJJAR 


CAMBRIDGE 


SOMERVILLE 
BRIGHTON 8 HOUSE FOR RENT 





MALDEN GARDENS/PLEASANT PLAZA 
520 Main St. ¢ Malden, MA 02148 


CENTRAL SQUARE 
FREE MONTH'S 
RENT 


BRIGHTON Clevela : 
$8é MANAGE 


Ask f 


HAJJAR. 


CHARLESTOWN 
GREAT PAD IN 
CHARLESTOWN 
FOR RENT!!! 
BRIGHTON: Fe 
avai NOW $1 
Call Mr. Diaz 617-7. 


LAKE MONOMONAC 
Rindge, NH 


FEATURES: FLOOR PLANS: 1 and 2 Bedrooms 
¢ Heat, hot water & central 


z LEASE TERM: One year 
AC included 
Indoor pool for year-round DIRECTIONS: From Rte. 93 


swimming exit 32, Rte. 60 East to Malden 
Center. Malden Gardens & Pl 
PI 


48 acres of trees antings and 


is your front yard. 


Men's & Women's saunas 


s Live in Boston’s Premier Luxury C 
Balconies 


aza are located at the 


Exercise room Main St. anc 


bciechns etal cies cain thane 
On 8+ parklike acres with long lake ghts, this 9 + Laundry room On every T00' 
4 BRs, 2 _ baths, 2 fireplaces) brick charmer 


ly updated with panache. A veritable arboretum of 


$449,000 


Also available with abutting acre lot with b 


$495,000 


views and 


s been se 


FOR PRICES AND DETAILS CALL: 


781-322-0 


JLL 


80 or 781-397.75 OSV IBAD UNS Oye 4 
. APARTME 


OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 8-4 Studios * 1, 2 and 3 Bedroom Apartments Townt 
MANAGED BY: 


( ton inn 
Cornerstone Corpora 


tablished ple 


rights for 


The Petersons, Inc 
www.PetersonsRealEstate.com 


603 924-3321 


617-742-2920 
@ se 


Roommates 


CAMBRIDGE/WATERTOWN 


QUINCY SOMERVILLE 
x*wenwex 4e 


_QUINCY PARKIN’ 


ee. winte: 


Sa 
ROOMMATES 
CAMBRIDGE: Prof 


BRIGHTON: Must see 3 bdr Mind Sw si Found ae 


SYMPHONY 


Rooms Available 
Boston 


JAMAICA PL 


Ww/D. 
w! 617-492 


JAMAICA PLAIN | _HAJJAR 


Wakefield 
1 PS Art aes.) 

to run your classified ad 

Te ism emi 


ered T FRIENDLY. AVAIL 
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not ok. This is a fr 


GET RESETS! |. Se ee ee ee ee 


room for a 


WATERTOWN 
AMAICA PLAIN: 1 MAT are W 
apt, wiw ce . 


BR, 1 to | tub, big yard viet 
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ee a - Redline T stops, near Rt93, MA 


SHERBORNE 
ARTISTS/ 
CRAFTSPEOPLE 


LEXINGTON: 3 
share house. ce 
nr Lex. center. $2700+ 


Looking for 
move in befor alt 
617.864.1595 or email locatior 


BRIGHTON 


clean 3 bdrm apt. W/D 


Pike, also on Rts. Can | 
Make your ad stand out and 
increase response by including 
one of our eye catching icons in 
your line ad. Call For Details: 


617-859-3300 
PHOENIX 
CLASSIFIEDS 


PORATION 


s. $475+ Utis 
965-3548 


BRIGHTON: $730/mo, rm in 
ovely 2BAR apt. Shre wi F in 
30s. Cleveland Cir, nr T, 12/17 
or 1/1 Catherine 617-738-9307 


Brighton: 2 prot F seek rmmt 
to share 3 bdrm. Priv prkg gar- 
age space. W/D, storage. Avail 
1/1. $700+ 617-254-2248 


krustysgirl@ aol.com 


DORCHESTER: Seeking 
Female to share nice 8 room 
apt. $475/mo +utils. Near T, 
storage, Available ASAP! 
617-265-3225 


HULL: Oceantront rooms $145 
p/week includes ut! & cable 
Quiet, clean, professionally 
managed. 857-928-3926/cell 


util. For details 207-214-8832 


MEDFORD: Lrg room in irg apt 
on T. W/D in unit, street prkg, 
no pets, no smoking. $500+ util 
avail now. 617-224-6477 


WES S 


house w/den 


NEWTON/WALTHAM: BR AND 
private study in quiet 3BR 
house. vaulted ceilings, wood 
stove, skylights. Must be seen! 
12/1. $865. 617-243-0919 


workspace. 312-493-0227 
in SHERBORNE 


Your sax player blows, 
ites 


617-859-3300 
Find 2 band or find « hendmate. 


SOMERVILLE/HVD 
1 BD in 4 BD apt avail 1/1 
monthfirst & last 
Call 617-593-6419 


$600 | 
no deposit 
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Apartment index 


LOCATION 
Allston 

Alston 

Back Bay 
Beverty 
Boston 
Boston 
Brighton 
Brighton 
Brighton 
Brookline 
Camprioge 
Campriage 
Campridge 
Chelsea 
Dorchester 
Dorchester 
Dorchester 
Dorchester 
East Boston 
Fenway 
Fenway 
Fenway 
Fenway 

Hyde Park 
Jamaica Pisin 
Jamaica Plain 
Jamaica Plain 
Jamaica Plain 
Maiaen 
Mectora 
Quincy 
Quincy: Marina Bay 
Quincy Center 
Roxbury 
Somervine 
Somervine 
South Boston 


Watertown 


aAvaIL 


RENT 


1-080 can 


cart 
$800-$1500 
Cat 
$887-1600 
seso 
$1,195 
$1,195 
$950 
cau 
$850 
$1,875 
$900 
$1,300 
$1,100 
seo5~ 
$1,175 
$1,550 
$1,695 
St1004 
109-$2050 
$1,050 
$1,200 
$1.550 
$900 
$1,700 
$1,500 
Catt 
$2,800 
can 
1050-1200 
seso 
$1,200 
$700-$800 
$1,000 
$900 


$2,200 


Private 
Chartes River Park 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Museum Towers 
Private 
Private 
ApvVHouse 
ApvV/House 
Private 
Various 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Various 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
private 
Private 
Maiden Gardens 
Private 
The Mightands 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 


House 


REALTOR 
None 
Grand Central Apartments 


Mone 


None 
Federal Management Co 
Grand Central Apartments 
Grand Central Apartments 
Hajjar Management 
Grand Central Apartments 
None 
Grand Central Apartments 


Hajjar Management 


None 
¢ Central Apartments 
At Home Reatty 
None 
None 
None 
Barkan Management 
Tre Copley Group 
tablar 
None 
None 
none 


Mone 


None 
None 
None 
Centrat Apartments 
None 
None 
None 


Joan 


PHONE 

617-899-G807 
617-342-7118 
817-268-5900 
978-922-5082 
617-742-2825 
617-267-8433 
617-342-7118 
617-342-7118 
617-889-1740 
617-342-7118 
617-945-6868 
617-342-7118 
617-859-1749 
617-389-8174 
617-875-8131 

617-342-7118 
617-436-7676 
617-696-2074 
617-354-0088 
617-450-2827 
617-424-8783 
617-247-3070 
817-859-1749 
617-327-6300 
617-338-1687 

617-524-6976 
781-467-8461 

617-524-2038 
781-322-0580 

781-526-2472 
677-804-4533 
617-328-3948 
617-328-3048 
617-342-7118 
617-776-3155 
617-342-7118 
617-893-2328 


617-484-8342 


EMAIL / WEB 
none 
grandcentraipartments.com 
none 
none 
www. equityapartments.com 
none 
grandcentrsiparimests.com 
grandcentralpartments.com 
none 
grandcentralpartments.com 
WWW. SEES OLNMOWESS COM 
grandcentratpartments.com 


none 


none 
grandcentraipartments.com 
www. athometosten.cem 
none 
none 
none 


none 
none 
Www faxonweods.com 
earibuzz@aot.com 
saribuzx@acl.com 
grandcentralpartments.com 
none 
grandcentralpartments.com 
PegKydavismutieng@yance com 


sabastiangenna@yanoo.com 


Street 


Special House Shares 


Roslindale 


Medora Mow 


Jamaica Plain Now 


oar 


SRR 
JOBS 


HIRE THE BEST! 
617-859-3300 
PHOENIX 

CLASSIFIEDS 


ve t | received 
more qualified candidates 
from my Phoenix ads that 
| did from my ad in any 
other publication. V\ 


-Dave Drinnan 
Vector Marketing 


REESE 
Activism 


VOLUNTEER Opportunities 


Bar/Club/ 
Restaurant 


Cocktail Waitress 


FEMALE DANCERS 


617-427-6514 
FRANK NEEDS HELP! 


FT/PT bartenders and waitsta’ 
Philip's Old Colony House 
Morrissey Bivd., Bostor 
617-740-1483 


$700 Private None 


$675 Private None 


$700 Private None 


t 617-859-3300 TO BE 


Opportunity 


GENUINE OPPORTUNITY. N 


RE 

Career Services 

UP TO $1000 PER WEEK! josefin@husnana.or: 
exponence Fi ee 

VAR a Sd 

UP TO $1000 F 

nly LIVING ASSISTANCE 

UNIQUE OPP ! 


General 


“SAFE SEX 
-GET PAID” 


SafeSexGetPaid.com 


GET RESULTS! 


Clerks 
K $299 617-859-3300 


PHOENIX 
poset id CLASSIFIEDS 


Logan Airport Promotions 


MASSAGE THERAPY 
Massage 
Therapist Wanted 


B 


GET RESULTS! 
os ad stand out and MODELING 
ARTIST'S MODEL. 
617-859-3300 fn ae ua 
PHOENIX eutee 
CLASSIFIEDS Ce 


www. hamed.inf 


617-368-5181 
781-398-6204 none 


617-323-9229 none 


ee 


MODELING 
Lingerie Modeling 


experience Excite Your 
978-458-3678 Career... 


PF y for 


WORK FROM HOME 
PAID IN ADVANCE $1 


Healthcare/Social 
Services 


MASSAGE THERAPY aE ERT 
POVERTY STINKS! 


rm to earn $2K-$5K wkly 


excite your career... 


Immediate opportunity for a FT sales 
associate in busy adult video retail store. 


We offer a competitive salary, comprehensive 
benefits package, flexible scheduling, merchandise 
discounts, and opportunities for advancement 
if you have retail experience. 
are dependable and present a professional 
appearance, please apply in person at 


AMAZING 
465 MOODY STREET * WALTHAM » 781-894-5063 
www.amazing.net EOE 


1 bdrm 
in Hse 
+ parm 
in Hee 
1 barm 


in Hse % 


PHOENIX APA 


eel MCMC Mele) 
emai: 


place an ad call 617.859.3300 today! 
classifieds@phx.com | www.thephoenix.com 


Take your career personally! 
Great Job Opportunities! 


DIRECTOR OF MARKETING 

The Peopie2People Group, the largest provider of voice and online personals 
services to media companies in the United States and abroad, and a division 

the Phoenix Media/Communications Group, seeks a Director of Marketing with 5-8 
years of experience in marketing the products and services of a fast-paced 
media-focused company. Responsibilities will include: 1. Developing and directing 
plans for all company marketing needs including sales and promotional material 
trade shows and public relations. 2. Managing the concept and creative process 
for all client marketing campaigns in print, radio, email, web and wireless web 
delivering high impact campaigns, measurable by customer adoption and 

tion on budget and on deadline. 3. Shaping and defining all aspects of the user 
experience including: the ad placement process, what the customer hears or 
sees, the call to action, presentation, pricing, availability, distribution, and market- 
ing/notification schemes. 4. Managing product design, branding definition and 
development for all print, voice, web and mobile services. 3-5 years management 
experience required. Strong knowledge of the internet a must. Solid copywriting 
skills preferred. Experience/knowledge of mobile services including text messag- 
ing also a plus as the Director will be contributing to the domestic launch and 
growth of g8wave, our mobile marketing division 

WEB APPLICATION SOFTWARE DEVELOPER 

The Web Application Software Developer, as a junior member of a diverse software 
development team, will have a key role in developing web sites and components 
supporting P2P’s many client relationships and communications including the new 
partnership with Match.com, the world's largest on-line personals provider. The 
successful candidate has 1-3+ years of hands-on commercial web development 
experience using Microsoft Technologies with a depth of skill in VBScript, Javascript 
DHTML, and the range of other ASP Technologies. While this position is definitely not 
a design role, experience with Photoshop, Illustrator, and Shockwave Flash are valued 
assets. Candidates will be asked to demonstrate their skills as part of the interview 
process and live web project examples or references are invited and encouraged 


ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE: 

Responsibilities will include managing ali aspects of client services for a base of 
publication accounts; focusing on strategy and tactics for key accounts to 
maximize growth and to achieve the projected performance, which includes the 
following: providing effective business review planning and presentation and con- 
tract renewals; as well as developing and executing product promotions 

You will also maintain appropriate records, weekly analysis of accounts (formal 
and informal), and frequency of contact for each publication based on impor- 
tance and needs; and maintain client database with current status, details and 
facts. A proficiency in Word, Excel, PowerPoint and Filemaker Pro is preferred 


Fax, mail or email resume with salary requirement to: Human Resources 
126 Brookline Avenue, Boston, MA 02215 | Fax: (617) 425-2615 | jobs@phx.com eoe 
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INSIDE SALES 
PHONE PROS 
WANTED 


Full time position selling 

to B on the phone 0 
experience necessary but 
sales or telemarketing 


TV/Film/Radio/ 


experience is a plus. Must 
have excellent 
customer 
organizational skills. ‘ 
commission + Bonus anc 
Benefits. Please call 


(617) 450-8770 


Photographers 
Local dot.com needs crea- 
tt Jigital artists. 

bs @ bostonwebshots.co 





SALES 


$20-$40 P/HR 
PINK aes 


0 yr old gay Bus 
m seeks ad s 








orepaees GET RESULTS! 














$: ( 
Sales/Marketing 617- 859-3300 
ae PHOENIX 

ng.800-606-8411 CLASSIFIEDS 








el aCe reste) 517.859.3300 


thephoenix 


‘Seuieh andi Vee, We a0 seching tent 
General Manages with song tarsi 





place an ad call 617.859.3384! 
email: kschiffman@phx.com 
www.thephoenix.com 





TE ca) RN Le 
Brigham and Women's Hospital seeks healthy men and 
aI 


women age 20-50 on no medications to spend 73-day 


ft) , 


at the hospital 


eta 
icine) “010 


ORY 





Alcohol Research 
Earn up to $700 













A McLean Hospital research group is 
studying the effects of alcohol and other drugs on 
brain and behavior. You may qualify for this study 
if you 





" are 21-35 years old 

" use alcohol regularly 

© are willing to give blood samples 

" are able to come to McLean for 
multiple visits 


For more information call 


1-888-999-5655 


DO YOU HAVE ASTI 
Call to learn more about our asthma 
research program 
Asthma Research Center 
BRIGHAM AND 
WOMEN’S HOSPITAL 
FDA approved study medications 


Compensation is up to $1,125 


EE hh} 
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Research Participants Needed 
Earn up to $500. 

© Do you smoke tobacco 
cigarettes? 

© Are you between the ages 
of 21 & 35? 

© Are you female? 

© Do you drink alcohol? 

A research group at McLean Hospital is 
looking for paid volunteers to participate in a 
multiple visit study examining the effects of 
tobacco and other substances. You may be eligible 
for this study if you answered yes to any of the 
above questions 


Please call 6 | 7-855-3823 for 


rouse information 
Cab transpo n provided for al 





phd SS ee 


are a male 21 - 35 years old 

are willing to give blood samples 
use cocaine occasionally 
Oe ee i 


(transportation is provided) 


For more information call 


| 617-855-3823 





VOLUNTEERS 
HEALTHY WOMEN 
Ages 21-35 


Cocaine Study 
Multiple Visits 


3 
3 
a 
3 


HEALTHY WOMEN 
Ages 21-35 


Cigarette Study 
2 Study Days 
Earn up to $4.50 


Blood Sampling 
TAXI PROVIDED 


617-855-2969 
or Toll Free Telephone 


1-866- “267-9177 
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UO DIORAMA 











WOULD YOU LIKE 
SS shy 


THEATER/ENTERTAINMENT ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 


The Boston Phoenix 
self-mot 








ated, creat 
ive you will be 
members of ARTS 
ervicing establishec 


strong commu 
















Execu! 





owners and adv 
candidate wil 
comprehensive sales plar 





sary. in addition to unlimitec 
benefits package 


TRAFFIC COORDINATOR 


pportunity 





vide opportunity for growth 
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT 

The Phoenix Media group seeks a highly 

the Chairman and President of the organizat 


and general corresp 








EMPLOYMENT SPECIALIST 


Fax, mail or email resume with salary requirement to: Human Resources 
126 Brookline Avenue, Boston, MA 02215 © Fax: (617) 425-2615 © jobs@phx.com e0e 


Nx 


FNX ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE (BOSTON, MA; PROVIDENCE, RI: & PORTSMOUTH, NH AREAS) 


TRAFFIC COORDINATOR (PROVIDENCE AREA) 


FNX LOCAL SALES MANAGER (BOSTON AREA) 


RADIO ENGINEER (PROVIDENCE AREA) 


PROMOTIONS COORDINATOR (BOSTON AREA) 





ugh skills. 2-3 years previous fi 


OVERNIGHT ON-AIR PERSONALITY cee ARE. - 
Are you trying to get to the next step of your career in radio, FNX is looking for a new 

12am — 6am) in Boston. We're looking for someone that is knowledgeabie and pas: 
on lifestyle to our listeners. This person will also be responsible for occasional 
er market preferred. Please send your resume and a demo tape in order to be 
ified applicants need apply 





MORNING DRIVE ON- —_ sprees a ore ARE: 1) 





t to: Human Resourges.., .. 
x (617 425-2615 » ° jou 
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Mind, Body & Spirit 


GET RESULTS! 
617-859-3300 
PHOENIX 
CLASSIFIEDS 


Body Art 


PERMANENT COSMETICS 


Certified 


Massage Therapy | 


Chinese Body 
Massage 


CERTIFIED MASSAG' 





FOR MEN 
Men To Men Massage 


FULL BODY 
MASSAGE 


STIMULATING 


GET RESULTS! 


617-859-3300 
PHOENIX 
CLASSIFIEDS 


HAWAIIAN 
MASSAGE 





“BRITISH MALE 
THERAPIST* 


RELAX AND REFRESH 
REVERE MASSAGE 
SOUTH SHORE BODYWORK 


SWEDISH/DEEP TISSUE 
Massage Therapy 


617-504-3131 


Traditional Thai 
Massage 


RATER 
Health & Fitness 


camer sone etc ennUNNIMNR AE ONE 
Discount Prescription Drugs 


Miscellaneous 


eS 
PREGNANT? CONSIDERIN 


TION? We 


PREGNANT? 


Psychics 
#1 True Psychic 


“Best Massage in Metro-Boston... HANDS DOWN!” 


Matrix Health Massage 
* a °K: 
Quincy 617-472-2990 


T accessible 


www.matrivhealthmessage.com 


@SPLTSLTATLD 
Deadiines, Bills, 
in-laws, Pressures of 
Everyday Life 
Joy Of Living 
Will help you get 
rid of the stress. 
Our highly trained 
therapists will 
massage away your 
worries. For Mien & 
Women. Enjoy Life. 


) 617- 359- 2411 


ANE ee 


> 


LOLOL OL WY 


NS 


we? 


OF 


CALL LOEL PEPE 


Newton 
Corner 
Massage 


Treat yourself 
with a Swedish 
Massage by 
professional 
massage therapists 
for men and 
women. 
Call for an appt. 
617-969-5034 


CLOSEUPS PERMANENT COSMETICS 
& SCAR CAMOUFLAGE 


permanent makeup rarest) 


UN EL 
ia ae ta 


heed SLED LT 


The Perfect Gift 


Body Massage Available 


Looking for 
Relaxation? 


Make it a day of beauty. 
Give her the beautiful day she deserves (and 
wants) with an Elizabeth Grady gift certificate 
Whether you choose a relaxing facial session 
or an entire day of beauty, 
from head to toe 


we'll pamper her 
In addition to peace and 
she'll enjoy 


relaxation, a professional skin 


| analysis and personalized treatment from one 
RATER s 
swedish’Deep Tissue 


| Counseling Full Body 


Each Elizabeth 
Grady gift certificate comes in an elegant gift 


of our expert estheticians 


CERTIFIED MASSAGE 
Massage Therapy 


CERTIFIED MASSAGE 
Deep, Nurturing 
Massage 


617-731-4336 
Experience 


Euphoric Relaxation | 


Services 


BER 
SERVICES 


OFFERED 


GET RESULTS! 


147-859-3300 


PHOENIX 
CLASSIFIEDS 


Financial 
BRIDGE LOANS 


NEED CASH TODAY? 


CREDIT RESTORATION 


www.ez-credit-repair.com 


G 


MASSAGES FOR WELL 
BEING 


Healing & Relaxation 


PAR EXCELLENCE! 


Jeff: 617-236-7009 


Legal Services 


DRUNK 
DRIVING 
ARREST? 


et cetera 


Ski or 
Snowboard 
Fanatic? 


| Addiction/ 


Recovery 


HOME DETOXIFICATION 
UNIQUE HOME 
DETOX 


internet 


NEED A WEB- 
SITE?? 


617-480-3983 
ERS 
COMMUNITY 


GET RESULTS! 
617-859-3300 
PHOENIX 

CLASSIFIEDS 


SEARS ROSS 
CHATLINES 
Love is on the Line 
i 6174 848-1688 
DATELINES 


AMATEUR PHONE 
SEX 


“(61 7)245- “1005 





BE BOLD 


STC Meee) Ree 


rE ash] 


ORC UB mae SLC 


LRT 


GET SEX TONIGHT 


(617)245-1005 


LAVALIFE 


Only $15 for 1 hour 


617-475-9000 
508-713-0000 


TRAVEL TO MEET 


reveateiuesenes! ae OEOUEE EE eee EE saa snpibe nda sLcidilknedilionn 


Vinee 


Carl 781-956-3322 


http: /arelaxationresponse.com 


TEM MLC macsic hm 
reai life as you pretend 
POM TM ml 


box, and is sent out the very same day you 


order. Perfect for her. 


Call 617-497-SKIN to order your gift certificate 
2166 Mass. Ave. Cambridge, MA 02140 


ELIZABETH GRADY 


Experience the b 


Buy, Sell, Trade 


BUY SELL 
TRADE 


SELL YOUR STUFF 
FREE ADS 


For Merchandise For Sale 

Get 4 Lines for 4 Weeks 

Completely Free. Call 
17-859-3300 for details 


Phoenix 
Gears 


Furniture 


ADJUSTABLE BED 


BEDROOM SET A 


BLACK IRON CANOPY Foot 


BRASS BED 


DINING ROOM SET 


DINING ROOM SET M 
ETHAN ALLEN furnit 
KING BRASS BED wf 
KITCHEN CABINET $ 
Bookcase $35/bo. More 


891€ 


MATTRESSES Fu 
twi $5 


WOODEN 
FURNITURE 


ERNE 
Musical 
Instruments/ 


Equipment 


Yamaha Clavinova 
CLP 810S Digital 
Piano 


9:30) 4 


| am ark @ ynx.cor 


eauty of beaithy skin™ 


ial obi: 


BAe eae) 


pel) has 


Sete OER AAI, 
General For Sale 


Cigarettes 


TRANSPORTATION 


THE 
BUSTONIAN 


Autos-Domestic 
$500! IMPOUNDS! 


2001 JEEP GRAND CHERO 
KEE LARED' Cond, 24K 
D & more 

617 





Buy, Sell, Trade 


Autos-impert 


$500! IMPOUNDS! 
Chevy's, Honda's, Toyota's, etc 
From $500! For listings 
800-319-3323 ext. 2881 


1993 BMW 325i auto, bik/brwn, 
alrm, cd, idd, 153K, FSBO. 
$7000/bo 617-312-1169 


1994 Acura integra LS 3 dr 
5sp. pwr, mnrf, mag rim, ac 
138K, $4500, 617-718-2136 


MUSIC/ 
SHOWBIZ/ 
ARTS 


Guaranteed 
Gigs 

7 lines; 1 year $99; must call 
to renew every 30 days. $10 
internet maintenance fee on 
renewals; Extra lines $25 
each per ad. Cali 
617-859-3300 to place your 
ad today or email us at 
classifieds @phx.com 


Phecenix 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Acting Classes 


ACTING WORKSHOPS 
THE NEW ACTORS 
WORKSHOP 
SINCE 1956 BOSTON’S 
OLDEST AND BEST PRO 
ACTING SCHOOL! 
617.423.7313 


617.423.7313 


AUDITION: / 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
HEAD SHOTS $95 


TALENT WANTED 
Ash-sha_ Entertainment 
R&B. Hip Hop, Ri 


vocalists, for 


nd. Contact Chaney @ 
617- 364-3616 


! FEMALE VOCALIST ! 
t GB/Dance act treele 


f wanted for est 
MA/NH 
ar & band ext 


$$$Exp. M. Vox 
Needed 


ASAP for hi-energy funk/dance 
band to work clubs, corporate 
functions, weddings! Part time: 
high pay. Chris 508-878-4606 


$SOLD SCHOOLS$ 


Musically literate guitar/vox 
48,star quality, feel, look and 
sound sks full time booked & 
working. 50s, 60s, 70s (some 
80s,90s,00s) cover band. influ 
Blu, cissel, CR, C&W, HM, HR, 
Jzz, oldie, R&B, R&R, Soul, Tp 
40, WODS, WROR, WZLX 
Strat, LP. tele playr. Joe Mac 
781-286-9574 


1995 BMW 530i auto sunri, Idd 
really nice car & stereo, $7000; 
BO 617-592-9431 


1997 BMW 540i, Auto, 75K m | 
Green, Beige Ithr int, New eng | 
| 
1 
| 
} 


& ns, Pwr everything, Super 
stereo. $17,900. 617-354-6359 
1997 BMW 528i silver w/ gray 
thr, auto, 72K mi 

ex cond $16,300 7: 

1998 BMW 750IL 62K m 


vig system, silver/black, i 


j 


t Age 


ATTN: Rock Star Minded 
Individuals. A NY 


AWESOME 
FRONT 


Main Attraction 
Productions 
Northeast Division 
PO BOX 162 
Pepperell, MA 01463 


Band Forming 


BAND SEEKS 


keke 
BANDNAME.COM 


ee 
BASS & DRUMS WANTED. 


BASS PLAYER WANTED: 


Bess Player Wanted | 


Bass Player 

s ¢ (w/ vox) for e: | 

Shore based | 

al group. call | 

2 978 31 1494 ‘| 

a Player Availabie a4 
4 bass player in S 

avi to join blues 


Bass Wanted 
Prt time band looking for a bass 
player on covers and originals. 
We meet 3-4 times a mo. and 
play Pop, Rock, and Folk, w/ a 
lot of harmony. Contact James 
617-448-2453 


1999 BMW 740 il, 94K m 
blue/gray, loaded, $20,000 
617-335-1403 


2000 BMW 740Ii bik/tan, 79K 
Navigation System. $28,000 
7-538-5223 


2002 Audi TT Q Coupe. 
225HP, silver, loaded, 10k 
$27,000. Cali 617-796-9798 


BASS WNT 
BLK BASS WNT 


Estab high-profile NE show 


“Bass/Vocalist 


: 781- 935- 6820 


BASSIST/DRUMMER/VOX 
WANTED 


20yr Old Guitarist 


Can You Sing? 


DRUMMER AVAILABLE 


Drummer 
Available 


Drummer in Search 


Drummer Looking 


Drummer 
Wanted 


Allston, MA 
401-725-2754 


ORUMMER WANTED 


twisted & an 
lo tappers or posers 
978-764-9071 or 781-592-1148 


DRUMMER WANTED 

All orig pop rock band. 
material, CD & gigs w 

play pending. Do not cal 

prefer speed metal or heavy 
stuff, etc. Dan 781-275-6641 


Drummer Wanted For melodic 
power trio. pros only. Orig/cov- 
ers. Rock, blues, prog and im- 
prov. King’sX, Mule, Jelly Jam. 
We have material, Vox. chops. 
CDs. Ready to work. No punks, 
fo drunks,no thugs,no drugs. 
Serious players only. Allston 
Rehearsal 617-513-4575 
mw@downtoground.com 


Honda Hybrid 
Civic Sedan $17k 


2003 4dr auto 18k Wh/tan 
Lo gas/lo emissions. 40-60 
mpg, fast smooth ride 
parks tight. Antitheft CD, 
tte, warranty. Exc int. 
bumper scratches. 

dings! VIN 
JHMES96683S00299. Bu 
ng an ‘04 to encourage the 
industry to get with the 
zero-e program. 617-247. 
6494/Hybridgogo @ aol.com 


Zigs, C 
Rentals, Fountains 


p Kids motion @ rock 


DRUMMER WNT 


_DRUMMER WNT 


k @yat 


Drummer/Bass 


DRUMMERS! 


F GUIT/VOX SEEKS 


Female Artists 


FEMALE MUSICIANS 
WANTED 


Female singer/sonwriter 


Find Jobs 
Find oe - 


www. Musicians! 


REHEARSAL 
STUDIOS 


* Climate Controlled 


2 Locations 


Billerica 
Lowell 


.. 978-667-8472 








DECEMBER 5, 2003 


8pm-9pm daily 
Boston's busiest CHATLINE! 


617-395-9000 
781-426-9000 
401-223-7070 
508-635-9595 


3. Certain restrictions may apply to ail promotor 


a 
For Straight, Bi, Gay and Lesbian Listings 


LIVE CHAT! GOmin FREE! =: 
CALL NOW! 617-896-1212 


Para usuarios de habla hispana, por favor llama al: 617-896-1313 
charge by phone: 1-900-484-1599 30min s15cail 
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FRONT MAN WNT 


GET RESULTS! 


S 
= 


617-859-3300 
PHOENIX 
CLASSIFIEDS 


Guit & Drummer 
Wntd 


GUITAR & BASS 


GUITAR PLAYERS WANTED 


GUITAR SEEKS 


Guitarist Sought 


GUITARIST 


EHH: f Ti oh TER GH Hit 


N PHOENIX 


| have used and depended on 
the Boston Phoenix for my 
very livelihood. 


| have been very fortunate to 
perform with incredible and 
star studded acts. 

Being a bass player, the need 
can be demanding and 
tedious. 


Professional 5 String Bass W 
Vox seeks working band. Rock 


Rock Singer/Songwriter. 
The fun | enjoy is stepping g to fh ina’ 


up 
to the plate! 

So, thank you Boston 
Phoenix for without you and 
your notoriety 
as well known 


wouldn't be 


——— ROCK SINGER WTD 


Seeking Bass 


Keyboardist/ 
Singer wanted 


KEYS/SYNTH WNT 


Singer, Drummer & Manager 


Singer-Musician 
Partner 
Ld Guitarist Wanted a 


SINGER/Songwriter Wanted 


Skin: Pacific Style 


SOLID DRUMMER WNTD 
Lyn Paul Junction 


MC & DRUMMER seek 


Songwriter/keys 
Metal Band Seeks 


Musicians Wtd 


SOUND/LIGHT 


NEWTON PLAYERS ENG 


TOM MARTIN 
ELECTRIC BASS 


Vocalist Needed 


VOX AVAILABLE 


Wanted Bass Player, Multi 
Keys, Guitarist, and Vocalist. 


eR 
Musical 
Instruction 


Drum Set Teacher 


kkkkx 
MUSIC LESSONS 


STIX DRUM STUDIO 


VOCAL INSTRUCTION 
KAREN DEBIASSE 
VOICE LESSONS 


VOCAL INSTRUCTION 
MARY HEALEY 
VOCAL LESSONS 


Events 


www.puruz.com 


Recording Studios 


RODUCTION/ENGINEERING 
TINWOLF STUDIOS 


| 
Rehearsal Space | 
BOYLSTON ST. 
BOSTON, 


to Berklee & BU. Easy 


Bulletin Board 


Free Dial-up Internet Access! Free Email! 


781-237-8880 Ext. 17 
ALLSTON/BOYLSTON 


SOUND MUSEUM | 


Billerica and Back 
Stage 1&2 


Rehearsal 
Studios 


Look for a 
job on the | 
train. 


EVERETT 


QUINCY 








Look for a 
job in the 
office. 


Modeling Opps 


Looking for women + 


et cetera 


VINYL CUTS 


WE CUT VINYLS 


Why pay when you can get it for free? 


Connect Now! 
1-781-452-4555 


were neekaree. com 


Not getting your messages? 
Someone listening in? 
Get our NEW voicemail FREE! 


SP CRU LULU CUCL eu aE ae LL 
Get Flash Mall teday and gain a little peace of mind! 


of1-781-452-4040 


Thousands call daily! 
Meet Local Guys & Giris! 
“ Messages 


. 
help dreams come to life. 
Help infertile couples become parents by donating your eggs - and 
help make dreams come true. Dream Donations is looking for 
healthy women between the ages of 21-32. Donors will be required 

to take medication and undergo a minor surgical procedure 


Generous compensation for time & effort. Participation is completely confidential 
www.dreamdonations.com 
Cail Dream Donations Toll Free: 


1-866-Dream Donor 


(1-866-373-2636) Mon.-Fri. 9-5 


it % 


PENIS 
ENLARGEMENT PILL 


100% HERBAL. GAIN 1”-3” GUARANTEED 
TOTALLY CONFIDENTIAL. ONLY $62.90 
CK/MO/CASH/CARDS 


LANSING LABORATORIES 


429 ELMWOOD #9 * LANSIn NG, MI 48917 


BE BOLD 


STC Rm SCT 


ees h 1) 2 
Phan 


to run your classified ad 
maT 


Find a band or find @ band mate. 
Pheenix 


eee 


Part of the successtul Phoenix Classifieds. 


LP SLEPAS AS MNP Wadd 
TE fi ttee Ae Mae: tev ¥ gn Oe } ! W 2+ 


Valalatee 


vat t 
ready 


THE i 


mm ARON ANNAN SN 


we ATARI AN or t 











this 
week 


Openings, debuts, 
and releases 














Sipping: Ginger in a glass 
Dining Guide: Lots o’ listings 





@ Dans ma peau/in My Skin 
@ Honey 

@ The Last Samurai 

@ Onibus 174/Bus 174 








NEW ENGLAND POP LIFE 





Wim Wenders, Beetles in Coober Pedy (1977) 





@ Zero Day 


@ Monticel’ 


Bo 





B@ A Christmas Carol 
Maject T tr 





a groove back in '02. A 
is the lead single f 





@ Def Poetry Jam 


@ Catie Curtis and Laura Love 














gravity in a playful world of pure 
though he’s hung up 
Blue's Clues, Burns plays a s 
debut, Songs for Dust Mites (P FleetCente ber 
his tousled and untroubled tenor gr ig an @ WFNX’s “Alternativity” 
indie-Pop song cyt d Parad D r r9 

mysterious as any by his 
who lent their producer Da 
cause. Burns plays tonight ( 
Iron Horse (413-584-0610) in Northampton, anc 





@ Mike Scott & the Waterboys 


Berk 








@ Trans-Siberian Orchestra 
















@ David Bowie 
te THURSDAY 4: The director of such films as Paris, Texas, Der Himmel iiber Berlin (a/k/a Wings of Desire), and | § -\.. 

oa Buena Vista Social Club goes still in “Wim Wenders: Photo,” an exhibit of images he took during a sojourn in =| 
Australia. But thanks to his Japanese “Art Panorama” camera (“A medium-format camera of rather unusual 
dimensions and, above all, extreme weight,” it was so heavy that his Aboriginal guides dubbed him “the 
madman with a camera”), his photographs have the widescreen feel of Panavision motion, like a desert epic 
stuck on freeze frame. The traveling exhibit is presented by the Goethe-institut in conjunction with Harvard's 
Carpenter Center, at 24 Quincy Street in Harvard Square, through January 11; call (617) 495-4700. 


PICKS of THE WEEK cba accel 


Bora : & Peter Serkin 


Bon’s mots ¥ Jordan Ha 


SUNDAY: Mark Kozelek is best known as 
the frontman for the pastoral, singed- 
roots indie outfit Red House Painters, 

but when he decided to begin putting 
records out under his own name, he 
chose to devote an entire album — 
2001's What's Next to the Moon 
(Badman) — to the notably unpastoral 
and very dead singer-songwriter Bon 
Scott. In addition to his lovingly radical 
rearrangements of prime-era AC/DC, 
Kozelek has essayed John Denver with 
equal care; and though he recently 

| released an album with his new band, 
Sun Kil Moon, he comes solo to the 
Middle East, 480 Massachusetts Avenue 
in Central Square, where we’re hoping to 
hear “Love at First Feel” as perhaps only 
Nick Drake might've imagined it. Call A Radio on 
(617) 864-EAST. 





@ “Holiday at Pops 


oympr Y Aa 
















Kanda Bongo Man 















@ Vienna Choir Boys 





Jordan H 


@ Longwood Symphony 



















Friday at the Middle East he opens 
luminaries (and fellow Fri 
Elsewhere in the land of 
bassist Ethan Buckler bring 
tivo zombie-disco band f 

at-heart, to the Space (207 
tonight and to Zeitgeist ¢ 





@ Borromeo String Quartet 
Gardner Museum December 
@ Alea lil 











December 8 


@ Chorus pro Musica in 
Berlioz’s L’enfance du Christ 


Missior 








































@ Andy Biskin 


ICA 


@ Pablo Ablanedo Octet 









@ Enclave 





@ Dominique Eade 
& John Lockwood 








@ Jeff Friedman Group 


AY 





TUESDAY: Our sister station WFNX’'s “Alternativity” bash brings a cross- 

section of now sounds to the Paradise Rock Club and Lounge for an @ “Wim Wenders: Photos” 
evening of eggnog-curdling rock and pop that'll include NYC garage- Carpenter Center 

rock newcomers the Star Spangles, whose Capitol debut, Bazooka!!!, December 4—January 

has a cover of the Wayne Kramer/Johnny Thunders chestnut “Crime of @ Charlestown Open Studios 
CRMs AM SCR UCR TERS em O Lele emt Lh December 6 & 










the Middle East on Satur 
(401-584-7810) in No 
Damien Rice, the Irish sing 
home this year's short-list priz 
soulful disc (Warner Bros.), is at Pearl S ; t oF me 























Mark Kozelek 






























Tuesday. The Raveonettes — who > F RN eer UCSC CSM LMT USA LL 

Danish Cramps or the Danish Jesus and Mary garage-rock savants the Raveonettes, and DFA-produced Brooklyn 

Chain, depending on whether they're playing two nd disco-punk revelers Radio 4. The Paradise is at 967-969 amy _— ae 
chords or three —— are at Club Metronome (802- . Commonwealth Avenue; call (617) 423-NEXT. You can also catch arvard F Arcin 


December 4 

@ Who's Afraid of 

Virginia Woolf? 

Shubert Theatre December 8 


865-4563) in Burlington, Vermont, on Tuesday, the 7 members of Radio 4 spinning records — including, we hope, a remix 
Century Lounge on Wednesday, and Pearl Street from their new Dance to the Underground EP (Astralwerks) — Saturday 
next Thursday, December 11 night at the Enormous Room, 567 Massachusetts Avenue in Central 

— Carly Carioli Square; call (617) 491-5550. 








DINING PHOTO BY MICHAEL MANNING _ 
























Ser ae eee 








s 6 “va 


IGNATE A DRIVi 








U 
sore ne eeReDEe 































Claes Oldenburg, Double Nose/Purse/ 
Punching Bag/Ashtray (1970) 


Edited by Carly Carioli 


FILM. So how, after all, did New Yorker 
(and former Phoenix) contributor Susan 
Orlean feel when her modest, amusing 
magazine-piece-turned-book, The 
Orchid Thief, became the oddball cine- 
matic triumph Adaptation 
Orlean herself is portrayed by 
Streep as a drug-snorting neurotic who 
sleeps with her interview subject? You 
can find out after the Harvard F 
Archive screens Adaptation be 
Orlean will be there in person, subject- 
ing herself to a Q&A moderated by 
Harvard professor J.D. Connor. That's at 
8 p.m. in the Carpenter Center for the 
Visual Arts, 24 Quincy Street in Harvard 
Square. Tickets are $10; call (617) 496- 
6046. 

THEATER. For his latest holiday trifle 
drag sensation Ryan Landry and his 
Gold Dust Orphan troupe have corralled 
a couple of locally esteemed actors who 
aren't normally seen in a dress. Larry 
Coen, a regular on the Lyric Stage, and 
Bill Mootos will join Landry for Who's 
Afraid of the Virgin Mary?, a 
Christmas pageant in which Joseph and 
Mary “struggle through their daily exis- 
tence, drinking themselves into oblivion 
while taking out their frustrations on the 
world and each other.” It opens tonight 
at 8 and runs Thursday through 
Saturday through December 27 at 
Machine, 1254 Boylston Street in the 
Fenway. Tickets are $20; call (617) 265- 
6222. 

COMEDY. Comedian Brendan Small 
broke out of Boston’s Comedy Studio 
two years ago with his wry, twisted 
Comedy Central animated series Home 
Movies, which also features the voices 
of Boston comics Eugene Mirman and 
Jon Benjamin. Tonight all three will be 


n which 





Meryl 







































in the flesh upstairs at the Middle East 
for a blend of stand-up and sketch com- 
edy, music, and short films. The band 
Tigers and Monkeys, who've toured 
with David Cross, will open. Tomorrow 
night they'll do it again at the Century 
Lounge in Providence. The Middle East 
is at 472 Massachusetts Avenue in 


Central Square, and the show is 18- 


plus; call (617) 864-EAST. Th 
is at 15 Elbow Street 
ages; call (401) 751-2255 


La a) 


FILM. Bladed weapons figure promi- 
nently in The Last Samurai, Edward 
Zwick’s Oscar-wanna-be epic in which 
Tom Cruise stars as an American Civil 
War vet and disillusioned Indian fighter 
who heads out East to Japan, where 
he’s adopted by the native culture. (Hey 
it worked for Dances with Wolves.) 
Blades figure also in Dans ma peau/in 
My Skin, in which a woman becomes 
obsessed with self-mutilation after an 
accident. Marina de Van wrote, directed 
and stars in the psychodrama. Assault 
rifles are the weapon of choice in Zero 
Day (Coolidge Corner Theatre), Ben 
Coccio’s no-frills — and no-holds-barred 
— look at a Columbine-like incident. A 
pistol suits the desperado in Felipe 
Lacerda & José Padilha’s Onibus 
174/Bus 174, a documentary about a 
hostage standoff in Rio that'll be playing 
all week at the Brattle. But art and cre- 
ativity prove the most potent weapons 
for change in Bille Woodruff’s Honey, in 
which an aspiring dancer and choreog- 
rapher finds fulfillment teaching neigh- 
borhood kids. Jessica Alba (Dark 
Angel), Lil’ Romeo, and Mekhi Phifer 
star. 

The United Nations Association’s 
second annual film festival, “Changing 





se ee eee eee nese eeeresenes 


es | 
ete works up for grabs by | | Gregory 
‘. ™=~.. Jonathan Borovsky, Gillespie 
Chuck Close, Self-Portrait 


noon to 6 p.m. at 230 the Fenway; call 
(617) 267-6100. 


museums & galleries | 
Making it real 


Gregory Gillespie and 
Frances Cohen Gillespie at the Fogg 





THURSDAY 4: The nice thing about 
being an art school is that when 
you want to raise money for 
scholarships, you don't have to 
throw a bake sale. When you're the 
School of the Museum of Fine Arts, 
you Can draw on some famous 
alumni — including Ellsworth 
Kelly, Gerry Bergstein, and 
Cora Roth — to pitch ina 
few pieces. And for the 
SMFA’s annual December 
Sale, there'll also be 
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Claes 
Oldenburg, 
Robert 


in Studio 


Rauschenberg, 
and Shellburne 
Thurber — not to 
mention thousands 
more prints, paintings, 
drawings, photographs, 
and jewelry by the school’s 
talented faculty and 
students, some of whom will 
be the famous alumni of a few 
years hence. All proceeds 
benefit student financial aid. 
That’s today from noon to 8 p.m. 
and Friday through Sunday from 
























and a Cosby-ish patterned swe 
y Gillespie, looking off to the side a 

c mself from the group, which < 
udes his former wife, Frances Cohen Gi 
couple were married from 1959 to 1979 
formative years as an artist were intertwined with his 
The charged work of this pair is the subject of “Life As 
Art: Paintings by Gregory Gillespie and Frances Cohen 
| Gillespie,” which opens at Harvard’s Fogg Art Museum 
aturday, and it promises to be a gem, with 2 
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our DJ at 
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British sensation « 
Center; there'll be a reception afterward. Also on 
Johnny D’s, where he'll be spinning December 11, the Museum of Fine Arts is hosting the 
“some of the greatest, strangest, and . 

















lecture “Rembrandt: Two Perspectives,” with insights 
into the work of painter, draftsman, and etcher 
Rembrandt van Rijn served up by modern-day painter, 
draftsman, and printmaker Michael Mazur and 
“Rembrandt’s Journey” curator Cliff Ackley. You'll need 
tickets, but listening to this knowledgeabie and 
opinionated pair dig into the work of the Old Master 
should be well worth the price of admission ($10 for 
MFA members, $13 if you're not). 

“Life As Art: Paintings by Gregory Gillespie and 
Frances Cohen Gillespie” will be up at the Fogg Art 
Museum, 32 Quincy Street in Harvard Square, 
December 6 through March 28; call (617) 495-9400. 
“Sam Taylor-Wood: An Evening with the Artist” is at the 
Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts, 24 Quincy Street 
in Harvard Square, on December 11 at 6 p.m., with a 
reception to follow. The event is free; call (617) 495- 
5666. “Rembrandt: Two Perspectives,” with Cliff 
Ackley and Michael Mazur, is at the Museum of Fine 
Arts, 465 Huntington Avenue, December 11 at 7 p.m. 
Tickets are $13; call (617) 369-3300. 

— Randi Hopkins 















rarest Christmas songs ever recorded,” 
including quite possibly “a version of 
Silent Night’ that is the greatest thing 
Tiny Tim ever recorded” and Bob 
Seger’s “Sock It to Me, Santa,” which 
“includes the heartwarming verse ‘Come 
on Comet, come on Cupid/Don't just 
stand there looking stupid!’ ” That's 
Fridays from 6 tc 7:30 p.m. at Johnny 
D's, 17 Holland Street in Somerville; call 
(617) 776-2004. 

COMIX. In the aftermath of September 
11, office shut-ins turned David Rees’s 
“Get Your War On” strips — you remem- 
ber them: clip-art images of white-collar 
drones waxing idiotic and outraged 
about the War on Terror — into an 
Internet phenomenon. He’s subsequent- 
ly become something of a media star, 
published by Rolling Stone and cele- 
brated in Newsweek. But before 
September 11 thrust him into the spot- 
light, he was pumping out clip-art car- 
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Ghost stories 


Follies and The Fabulous Invalid 


BY CAROLYN CLAY 


ve been hit by an onslaught of theater ghosts, but in the case of 

y Overture Prodeiions at John Hancock Hall; remaining per- 

nber 21 and 22), they’re hardly blithe spirits. The landmark 1971 
nusical about a reunion of aging showgirls practically drips regret. 


rention vz lor ond pizzazz all upretaet and eoumeee 4 for in _ concert Staging 


boasts a 22- piece | on- aa orchestra, Tony winner Len Carton, and the best tonsils in 
Boston 

The orchestra, which is conducted by musical director Michael Joseph, does not always 
play in tune. Cariou, who won a 1979 Tony as the original Sweeney Todd (and was quite 
credible in his last outing here, as Niels Bohr in the national tour of Copenhagen), phones 
in his performance. And the microphones prove a true enemy of the people. But among 
the Boston-area singing actors who crowd the stage, there are performers who wiil knock 
your socks off — though none will leave you as 

refoot as Leigh Barrett does. Her determined and 
emotive second-act rendition of “Losing My Mind,” 
n a long red halter dress that should banish her pre- 
vious frock to Good Will, is spectacular. 
f reviving the difficult and 
prohibitively lavish Follies in whatever form is pretty 
il production, with its cast of 
50, ran 522 performances on Broadway but has 
become the stuff of myth (its frazzled, fabled forma- 
tion is the of the or, now—Rodgers & 
Hammerstein Organiza tion honcho Ted Chapin’s 

1e Everything Was Possible). A 2001 
vadway revival ran only a few months. 


Of course, the ide 


tacular The 
Spectacular. ihe Orig 


Set in a ruined theater that once housed a 
| leggy chorines but is 
> Show has since its 
1971 Boston tr t fielded its passionate advocates 
and those not quis convinced, despite the dazzlingly 
dissonant, showy Sondheim score. Centered on a 
quartet of middle-aged people who married wrong, 
James Goldman’s book is, even trimmed, heavy on 
melodramatic cliché. And with its once glamorous 
women trapped in broken dreams and housewifery, 
it seems dated. But the ee production (along with Company the grandparent of con- 
cept musicals) used design and fantasy to dazzling effect as the characters, in living color, 
and the ghosts of their former selves, in black and white, criss-crossed. Then there are the 
musical numbers: haunting, vicious, and novelty, all boasting Sondheim’s pungent lyrics. 
Inspired by New York’s Encores! series, Overture began two years ago with a reconsid- 
eration of The Baker’s Wife that imported Judy Kuhn. As Follies’ vituperatively unhappy 
magnate Ben Stone, Cariou supplies a bigger name, and his Sondheim credentials are 


and the Bosstones are on the short list. In 


@ Warped Tour : 
a statement last week, tour founder Kevin 
and Dropkicks Lyman said, “We've invited many bands 


vat two of the Warped from previous tours to perform. We’ve had 

Tou S biggest draws sd a lot of interest and 
history are from Boston will have 
confirmations in the 
coming months.” 
Confirmed headliners 
for the tour thus far 
include New Found 
Glory, Taking Back 
Sunday, and Coheed 
and Cambria 

Speaking of Dropkick Murphys: the 
band announced plans for their annual 
St. Patrick’s Day homestand just before 
concluding their North American tour 


with an unusual November 15 


years, if Dropkick Murphys weren’t cc 
headlining, then the Mighty Mighty 
Bosstones were. And when the venerat 
skate-punk tour makes its 10th 
anniversary cro a dash next 
summer, it'll | 
—. zers are calling a one-off, “once-in- 
-lifetime” reunion show here in Boston; 
the tentative date is August 20, but a 
venue hasn’t been set. Exactly who will 
be oo that reunion gig hasn’t been 
ttled yet either, though we’d bet our 
vlad bondage pants that the Dropkicks 


THE FABULOUS INVALID: Alice Ripley and Steve Hendrick- 


son are welcomed to the afterlife by stage manager Rob Morrison. ashes). A theater-history tour not totally tied to the 


Dropkick Murphys 


FOLLIES: Len Cariou (second from right) is outshone by Frank Gayton, Leigh 


Barrett, and Maryann Zschau. 


unassailable. But he’s outshone here by the locals, including Maryann Zschau, who as 
Stone’s underappreciated, dulling trophy wife Phyllis dexterously trips through “Ballad of 
Lucy and Jessie”; Frank Gayton, who as the Barrett character’s two-timing, still-torching 
spouse brings baggy-pants panache to “Buddy’s Blues”; Kathy St. George flogging the 
ooh-la-la out of “Ah, Paris”; smooth-and-tangy Mary Callanan saluting her inner 


Broadway Baby 


”; and Bobbie Steinbach in the Yvonne De 


Carlo role effortlessly selling Sondheim’s rumbling paean to 


show-biz survival, “ 


I’m Still Here.” 


The ghosts in The Fabulous Invalid (presented by 
Emerson Stage at the Cutler Majestic Theatre through 
November 22) aren’t too happy either. Married diva actors, 
they are, while still breathing, performing a 1903 melodrama in 
a brand new theater called the Majestic when a catwalk falls, 
pretty much turning them into the theater rubble that inspired 
Follies. The gimmick here is that this 1938 flop by the Pulitzer- 
winning team of George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart has been 
adapted by playwright Jeffrey Hatcher (Three Viewings, 
Scotland Road), who was commissioned by Emerson Stage, to 
parallel loosely the history of the Cutler Majestic, which owner 
Emerson College has recently returned to glory and which cel- 
ebrates its centennial this year. 

Hence the fatal accident occurs in 1903, and the spirits 
of Royal Family—esque stars Laurence Brooks and Paula 
Kingsley haunt the theater for the ensuing century, witness- 
es to the theater's multiple incarnations (vaudeville palace, 


porn house, live-television studio, non-profit born from the 


Majestic, the play is redeemed by a handful of laugh-out- 

loud theater in-jokes (one dazzling tirade threading together 
memorable lines from no fewer than 40 works for the stage) and winning perform- 
ances by guest stars Steve Hendrickson as the pompous, scathing Brooks and Alice 
Ripley, star of Broadway’s Side Show, as his flouncingly theater-loving, spectral 
spouse, Kingsley. Obie-winning Emerson Stage producing director Melia Bensussen 
helms the enterprise, which is otherwise populated by students, including Rob 
Morrison, who sparkles as a spry supernatural stage manager with one foot in Equity 


and the other in purgatory. 


appearance at the FleetCenter in the 
midst of a Bruins. They took to a stage 
set up overlooking the ice between the 
second and third periods for a brief set, 
providing a little extra 
spark that carried over 
when Brian Rolston 
scored in the final 
minute of overtime to 
lift the B’s to a 2-1 
win over the Vancouver 
Canucks. Minutes 
later, both the night's 
Bruin goal scorers — Rolston and Nick 
Boyton — joined the Dropkicks to sling 
six-strings on a post-game rendition of 
“Boys on the Docks.” (“They play guitar 
better than | skate,” head Dropkick Ken 
Casey opined afterward.) In Philadelphia 


in the mid '70s, the Stanley Cup-winning 
Broad Street Bullies flew in — or piped in 

- Kate Smith when they needed a clutch 
win; if the B’s are still playing in May, will 
they bring back the Dropkicks? The 
band’s St. Patrick’s Day shows, again at 
Avalon, are scheduled for March 12 
through 14 — the weekend before St. 
Patty’s Day, so as to coincide with the 
parade in South Boston on Sunday and, 
of course, a Bruins game on Saturday. 
And whereas in past years they’ve added 
several shows after the initial dates sold 
out, the band say that because of 
previous commitments, they'll probably 
be sticking to just these three. In other 
words, get ’em now by calling (617) 423- 
NEXT. 

— Carly Carioli 
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JAZZ. The octet Paul im and R 
Rockefeller work the progress 

stream with a refreshing 
compositions t 
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toons of badly drawn kung fu fighters trading 
a kind of surreal trash talk that'll be familiar 
to readers of “Get Your War On.” He’s collect- , Tracy + the Plastics 
ed these in a new volume, My Fighting 
Technique Is Unstoppable (Riverhead), and 
the former Allston resident will be on hand for 
a book-release party tonight at 8 p.m. at the 
108 Gallery, where he’ll discuss his work and 
performance artist Christine Tobin will direct 
a “cartoon-made-live” karate performance 
That’s at 108 Beacon Street in Somerville; 
call (617) 230-4284 
JAZZ. The wonderful clarinettist and com- 
poser Andy Biskin brings a sextet to the ICA 
to accompany his own animations in 
“Goldberg’s Variations: Music Inspired by the 
Drawings of Rube Goldberg.” (See Jon 
Garelick’s “Giant Steps” column, on page 25 
of Arts.) That’s at 955 Boylston Street at 
8 p.m. Tickets are $16, or $12 for students 
call (617) 354-6898 

The term “Latin jazz” doesn’t do justice to 
the Pablo Ablanedo Octet. Pianist/composer 
Ablanedo mixes the forms of his native 
Argentina (tango, zamba, chacarera) with the 
expansive visions of his countrymen Astor 
Piazzolla and Egberto Gismonti and applies 
an orchestral sense of color that recalls Gil 
Evans. The rest of the line-up comprises vio- 
linist Jenny Scienman, reed players Anat 
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MONDAY: It’s not every day that electro-punk finds its way onto the syllabus at Harvard, but this roof this afterno 
PRU ee CRUE CU micls ge =A Music Sale and Signing Event 


the Plastics, who put out a fabulous disc called Muscler’s Guide to Videonics a few years back a ay — 
on the dyke-punk indie label Chainsaw — is lecturing to a class on the history of video art at or folkies. Ar 




































Cohen and Jerome Sabbagh, trumpeter Harvard's Department of Visual and Environmental Studies. Shows by Tracy + the Plastics ee re ae 
Avishai Cohen, guitarist Ben Mounder feature Greenwood in the flesh interacting with her “band” on video. (Imagine a cross between RAR Pea aaa es 
bassist Fernando Huergo, and percussionist lr EEA m rR CE a MRC eet) 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.on the UI 

Franco Pinna. They'll all be at the Cambridge invited to bring the band te the 2004 Whitney Biennial, and after she’s taken Harvard to school, 


pus, at Columbia Point in [ 
Multicultural Arts Center, 41 Second Street, SCM ice eRe Cele RUE Gree a amet em BCr Ue (617) 287-6900 or visit www.wu 
at 8 p.m. Tickets are $18, or $12 for students; 60 Linnaean Street in Cambridge. Tickets are $10; call (617) 496-2222. 


mb.org 























call (617) 577-1400 
the land of their forebears. One is looking for dance. A former VJ for Indian MTV, CLASSICAL. After her triumph last month in 

a role in a movie, another is looking for a Tennebaum will also participate in a panel the BSO’s presentation of Pelléas et 

FILM. Indians have made themselves at lost brother, and a third is gay; each finds, if discussion on Bollywood films with “local Mélisande, mezzo-soprano Lorraine Hunt 

home in almost every country in the world, not what he’s looking for, at least what he experts in Indian pop culture,” from 1 to Lieberson returns for a recital with pianist 

but the three young men from the US, needs. This indie film gets a “special screen- | 5:30 p.m. The CCAE is at 42 Brattle Street in peter Serkin. The program includes songs 

Britain, and Australia who're traveling togeth- | ing” tonight at 7:30 p.m. at the Cambridge Harvard Square, and tickets are $7 for the by Brahms and Mozart, selections from 

er in Kaizad Gustad’s Bombay Boys (1999) Center for Adult Education and star Tara screening and $15 for the panel; call (617) Sa ia aeons erm 6 

wonder whether they’ll ever adjust to life in Deshpande Tennebaum will be in atten- 547-6789. non ee 












RNASE SED OBE ELE BOER PEA, 


TAKE THE METRO. 





Metropolitan™ 


The Honda Metropolitan will not only move you. It moves everyone who sees it. 
When you see it, you'll just have to have one. The styling looks retro and 
futuristic at the same time, and you’ve got your choice of colors like 
Denim, Salsa, Sky, Juice, and new Solar. Having fun never looked so good. 
Also available as the moped-legal Metropolitan II. 
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RATS NRA EE 


GREATER pM oTORSPORTS 
1098 Mass Ave, Arlington, MA 02476 


Phone: 781-648-1300 ¢ Fax: 781-646-4920 EE 
ee 










honda.com 

ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION AND PROTECTIVE CLOTHING. NEVER USE THE HOR DA 
STREET AS A RACETRACK. OBEY THE LAW, AND READ YOUR OWNER'S MANUAL THOROUGHLY. 

For rider training information or to locate a rider training course nearest you, contact the PERFORMANCE FIR 





Motorcycle Safety Foundation at 1-800-446-9227. Metropolitan and Performance First are 
trademarks of Honda Motor Co., Ltd. (4/03) 
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Elliott Smith memorial 


Flashback, middle of previous decade. “My favorite songs right £ 


now are written and sung by a guy named Elliott Smith,” Mary Lou 
a Lord wrote in an on-line post to her fans back in 1995. “He’s in 
Sp a band called Heatmiser. | like the band OK, but his solo 
acoustic stuff is incredible. | had the good fortune to tour 
with him in March. . . . | would describe him as a cross 
X between Dylan, Nick Drake, and 
= (dare | say) Joni Mitchell [in 
be her] ‘Cold Blue Stee! [and 
Sweet Roses]’ phase 
Wynton Marsalis says that 







HOLIDAY. | 
1 Trans-Siberian Orchestra 





JAZZ. } Ken Vandermark 






the ‘blues’ are like a 
ge . vaccine; you gotta get a little ] 
_ Seto” Be to take it away. ... That's how it Wait’ll next year | 
S HIStE EMIOK. I'S SO Sad At last January's “Hot Stove, Cool Music” benefit | 
- the annual rock-and-basebail bash thrown by 
gs Hcant ESPN's Peter Gammons to benefit the Jimmy Fund 
' ; - the 29-year-old guitar player in an outfit called 
Trauser was taking a lot of heat from the fans in 
the audience. But not about the Pearl Jam tune 
he'd been playing — it was the matter of the 
baseball team whose GM he happens to be. And Dominique Eads 
you can bet that Theo Epstein will have a bunch | 
oa : ; more questions to answer when Trauser join other | 
sic Festival in New York on the weekend after his death friends of Gammons including former Letters to 
ted stab wound. On December 21, Cleo hottie Kay Hanley, local garage-pop greats 
Gs up a winw ate friend at 1.T. the Bear's Place, —_the Gentlemen, Buffalo Tom’s Bill Janovitz, and, if | 
kline Street in Ce | Square, that'll also include 
ormances by Apoilo Sunshine, Ad Frank, and Jason Hatfield, 
preceded by a screening of some rare footage of Smith. It’s an 
early, 2 p.m. show, and admission is $12, with the proceeds 
going to the Elliott Smith Foundation for Abused Children, the charity he 
established with the windfall from his Oscar-nominated song “Miss f 
Misery.” Call (617) 492-BEAR. fe hago, * 
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and see for yourself.” Many 
Smith showed up — via his 

ds over the years, and she 
tes to him at this year’s CM/ 





















last year was any indication, at least a few 

members of the Boston Red Sox for the fourth 

annual “Hot Stove, Cool Music” benefit January 11 | 

at the Paradise, 967 Commonwealth Avenue. the Y series w 
Tickets are $25; call | pens. A 








t Eric Hofbauer 














(617) 423-NEXT. 















CLASSICAL. 
in residence 
il | prese 
to Boston Universit 
Daverio, who died earlier this year 
concert, “Lament for John,” will featur 
new works written in his memory by com- 
posers Lukas Foss, Martin Amlin 
ichard Cornell, Marti Epstein, Marjorie 
rym 2 


The ne 





















The 







Wynton Marsalis has hardly finished 

unpacking his bags for his Aili Rise 
| concerts with the BSO, but already it’s time 
to think about big brother Branford’s gigs 
coming up at the end of the month. Hardly 
less ambitious than Wynton, Branford has 
just released Romare Bearden Revealed 
(his second on his own Marsalis Music - . <i 
| label), a suite composed to accompany a ; Bi a FILM. The “By Popular — 
| show of the great African-American “s é Katharine Hepburn series at 

painter’s work in New Orleans. Branford ton Public Library continues w 
and his superb band — pianist Joey Keeper of the Flame (1942). Kate 
|  Calderazzo, bassist Eric Revis, and . Beene 
} drummer Jeff “Tain” Watts — will spend 
five days, December 26 
through 30, at the 
Regattabar in the 
Charles Hotel, 1 
Bennett Street in 
Harvard Square; 
call (617) 876- 
’ 7777. 
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discovers n 
was not the hz 
man had some sin 
grateful country. Directed by G 
Cukor, it screens for free — 
is at the moment but don’t b 
will stay that way — at 6 p.m. The BPL is 
700 Boylston Street in Copley Square 
call (617) 536-5400 

THEATER. The Wang Center for the 
Performing Arts recently announced a 
play-reading series called “American 
Voices,” and the first one to get heard is 
Edward Albee’s. Actually, it’s the voice of 
Albee’s Martha, channeled through 
American Repertory Theatre actress 
Karen MacDonald as she tears into the 
immortal first line of Who's Afraid of 




































Phil Spector’s last stand Virginia Woolf?: “What a dump!” The 
: When we talked to the Britpop outfit Starsailor early last year, the band had just Shubert Theatre is no dump, of course, 
eden gicivachaees played a show in LA that brought out legendary producer Phil Spector, who liked but that’s where the reading of Albee’s 
‘em so much he invited them back to his house. Later that year, Starsailor flew excoriating 1962 drama takes place, at 


7 p.m. Sharing the stage with 
MacDonald, in the all-night confrontation 
of a washed-up history professor, his 
profane Life Force of a wife, and the 


Spector over to England to record a couple of songs for their sophomore album, 
Silence Is Easy (Capitol, due January 27), and these, as far as we can tell, were 
the last songs he did before being arrested for and subsequently charged with the 







murder of actress Lana Clarkson. However that turns out, we can report that he younger faculty couple the pair eat for a 
managed to record a pair of pretty beautiful tunes. And Starsailor will be playing snack, are recent Tony Award winner (for 
them January 20 at the Paradise, 967 Commonwealth Avenue. Tickets, at $15, go his turn as gay accountant and newly 

on sale today (December 4) at 10 a.m.; call (617) 423-NEXT. converted baseball fanatic Mason Marzac 


in Richard Greenberg’s Take Me Out) 





Tallis tales 


Tallis Scholars 


ge 
S around 


instrument parad 
he group, it was the o 
0 devote itself exclu 





L 
t 
vocal music of the 

part of the early-m 

were doing early n 
reviving a sound that 
since we don’t kno 

was. How can we 
groups can at | 
preserved from earlier tir 


to reproduce how the voic 


POPS. Keith Lc 
Pop 


nt ¢ and ru 
at Symphony Ha 
in Boston. T 


country star Billy Gil 


Avenue 


Charles Osgood takes p 

and will be broadcast on PBS 
down the line; and an expand 
Chorus joins in after Christmas 
$22 to $105, except for the 
show, for which they're $75 

266-1200 

ROCK. We're in favor of the 

record, Reality (Sony), for just two 
used the opportunity to cover the Mov 
Lovers’ classic “Pablo Picasso,” a 
sparked his first monomaniac ro 
tour since the mid ’90s. Word is 
a greatest-hits set covering all p 
canon when he comes to the FleetCenter at 
7:30 p.m. with Macy Gray. Tickets are $38.50 
to $76; call (617) 931-2000 

JAZZ. As someone who's spent more thar 
years teaching composition at Berk 
tarist Jeff Friedman falls into that d 
egory: musician’s musician. And he’s go 
résumé to prove it: gigs with Carla Randy 
Weston, Steve Lacy, Jack Bruce, Joe Lovano 
Clark Terry, Max Roach, and on and on. His 
new Slo & Lo (Accurate) shows him melding 
styles and genres with authority and wit. He'll 
be celebrating its release at Ryles with key- 
boardist Joe Mulholland, bassist Michael 
Farquharson, drummer Andy Plaisted, and 
special guest Eric Mingus (yes, son of that 
Mingus) doing, we think, a spoken-\ 
That’s at 212 Hampshire Street in Inman 
Square. Sets start at 8:30 p.m. and the cover is 
$7; call (617) 876-9330 

BRUSTEINIANA. He may have worked for 
two decades at Harvard, but it’s Boston 


New Yt 


nd-the-world 
e'll be playing 


ases of his 


20 
gui- 
ed cat- 


t the 


ord thing 


Plus more Handel and Musicians from Marlboro 


d they [peop 
certs] go into a ki 
reverie, and they don’t want it to s 


he doesn’t want 


nd people are 


We haven’t.” 


tre founding dire 


2d “Innovator On-Stage: 
Work of Robert Brust 


ein,” it 


ale Repertory 
s from his years in th 


office at the Loeb Drama Center. We ca 
to shuffle through old issues of the New 
Republic in search of the cease-and-des 

ter from Beckett objecting to Akala 
ART production of Endgame, which was 

a burnt-out subway station in the wake of a 
nuclear war. The Brusteiniana will be on dis- 
play on the main floor of BU’s Mugar Memorial 
Library, 771 Commonwealth Avenue, through 


December 2004; call (617) 353-3696 


ae) 


HIP-HOP. The indie hip-hop producer RJD2 
has become known as one of the under- 
ground’s most deranged soundscapists, craft- 
ing shop-wrecking tracks that sound like the 
Star Wars ‘droids being crushed to scrap metal 
in a trash compactor. He’s teamed up with fel- 
low Ohio native Blueprint in the duo Soul 
Position; they've got a new disc, 8,000,000 
Stories (Rhymesayers/FatBeats), and they’re at 
the Middie East, 480 Massachusetts Avenue in 
Central Square; call (617) 864-EAST. 

FOLK. Ina May Wool sounds a bit more deft 
than your average singer-songwriter, with 
sharp hooks and arrangements and a good 
feel for C&W roots — and, hey, even downtown 
NYC jazz hipster Marc Ribot (not one known to 
suffer fools — or folkies — gladly) appears on 
her Crack It Open (Bang Zoom). Wool comes 
into Club Passim, 47 Palmer Street in Harvard 
Square; call (617) 492-7679. 

FILM. The “Chicks Make Flicks” series at 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology resumes 
its showings of independent films by local 
woman filmmakers with Laurie Kahn-Leavitt’s 
Tupperware! (2003), an engaging and enter- 
taining look at the origins of the piastic-con- 
tainer phenomenon that provides insight into 


JoAnne 


Continued on page 8 
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Nicole Krauss 


* 


la 


TUESDAY: Amnesia is such a subgenre unto itself that amnesia-chronicling novelist Jonathan 
Lethem (Amnesia Moon, Motherless Brooklyn, The Fortress of Solitude) not \ong ago edited 
something called The Vintage Book of Amnesia: An Anthology of Writing on the Subject of 
Memory Loss, with selections from Donald Barthelme, Jorge Luis Borges, Viadimir Nabokov, 
Walker Percy, Oliver Sacks, and others. In Man Walks into a Room (Anchor), 
twentysomething novelist Nicole Krauss tells the story of a 36-year-old Columbia University 
English professor who’s found wandering in the Nevada desert and can’t recall anything that 
happened to him after the age of 12. Krauss, who began writing.the book, her first fiction, at 
Cree CR SCRE Cm CCC eum aur CR Sm ld 
(in particular Jayne Anne Phillips) who match the hardboiled with the tender, dreams and 
longing with an unsentimental eye for the world as it is. Tonight she'll read at Newtonville 
Tele) eas 3) LT Street in Newtonville, at 7:30 p.m.; call (617) 244-6619. 
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erformance. 


Going Def 


Russell Simmons'’s poetry 
jam comes to town 


epreciation. We 
obsession with p began In junior high as an 
attempt to impress 2 ? (He claims his swim-team 
standing wa re chick magnet.) 


@ chic ‘I’m really 
arrogant,” 


the phone from Atlanta. “From 
liing me | wouldn’t survive 
ow and say, ‘I always knew 


he says 


from poetry. Pe 


id de 
JIG GO 


d at performin 


al Poetry Slam team, and that 

etry. From that vantage point, he’s 
seen attention to the spoken word broaden from grungy 
coffeehouses to the Great White Way. But instead of 
lamenting that the mainstream is diluting the art form, he 
sees the widespread exposure as a way to spread the 
word. “i always grew up with people who don’t look like 
me. | get more excited [about audience diversity] because 
those are the people who need to hear what | have to say. 
They haven't been exposed to it. America has this idea of 
‘individualism,’ but not really. People like to categorize 
quickly so they can fit you in the machine. | bring a sense 
of individualism to the audience that’s specific toward 
how they view Asian-Americans. My poetry isn’t a// about 
Asian-American stuff, but my not doing the things you're 
used to seeing of us on TV and films creates another way 
to look at an Asian-American face.” 

Def Poetry Jam plays December 9 through 14 at the 
Colonia! Theatre, 106 Boylston Street in the Theater 
District. Tickets are $25 to $65; call (617) 931-2787. 

— Liza Weisstuch 





Reignition 


Rocket from the Tombs lift off, again 


Continued from page 7 


1950s culture and the role of wo 
America. The director will be 

the screening, which start 

MIT's Building 4 


Cambridge; call (617) 612 


BS a 


JAZZ. Back in the day, guitarist James 
“Blood” Ulmer went through one of 


Kanda Bongo Man 


His splintered but blues-like phra 
Ornette-inspired “harmolodic” conce 
tonality offered no easy way in, though 
his bands always burned. Blood’s profile 
subsided for a while; then he re-emerged 


dressed in some of the conventional trap- 


pings of electric blues, even singing a bit 


PSN A eee rey 
ST mmm eM iLL) 
Pye OCT ea rin 
paraded through Boston 
Seta ee Brae ae sd 
CM MUMS eee mila 
EU Lee ee 
appearance tonight at Johnny 
D’s. Kanda is bringing a top- 
Comma Clete R mem 
take on the Congo sound is 
UT me elated OL ey 
roots nor the hip-hop-tinged 
style that’s been in vogue of 
late. Expect the best of the 
early-'90s sound, where the 
grooves pump, the vocals 
harmonize sweetly, and the 
Pees mm OL 
dance energy. That’s at 17 
Holland Street in Somerville’s 
Davis Square. It’s an 

8:30 p.m. show, and tickets 
are $20; call (617) 776- 
2004. 


10 Brookline S tin 
call (617) 492-BEAR 


— Mike Miliard 


When last we saw him — at the Newport 
Jazz Fest — he was still capa 
unpredictable outbursts, the 
Ss as now familia 
ge. Blood comes 


Street in D 


SISTER ACT. in 1956, the Kossoy 
Sisters, a pair of cute teenagers with a 
knack for zethereal close-harmony 
singing, cut an album of dark, brooding 
folk tunes and murder ballads that 
thanks to the Coen Brothers film O 
Brother, Where Art Thou?, has seen a 
second light and brought Irene and Ellen 
— their voices and talent undiminished 
by the years — back to the stage. On the 
heels of their comeback album, Hop On 
Pretty Girls (Living Folk), they're playing 
a rare local show at 7:30 at the 
Charlestown Branch Library, 179 Main 
Street in Charlestown; call (617) 242- 
1248. 

FILM. One of the few positive effects of 
decades of Soviet oppression was the 
ability to make really creepy movies. Or 
so it seems in the “Czech Horror and 
Fantasy on Film” series in the Museum 
of Fine Arts’ Remis Auditorium. It opens 
at 2 p.m. with Jifi Barta’s The Pied Piper 
(1986), a retelling of the old myth as a 
fable of failed materialism that employs a 
collage of animation, puppets, and live 
rats. Following at 3:30 p.m. is Vaclav 
Vorliéek’s Who Killed Jessie? (1966), in 
which a scientist invents a potion that 
eliminates the unacceptable elements of 
her scientist husband's fantasy life. 
Unfortunately, the objectionable bits then 
become real. The MFA is at 465 
Huntington Avenue; call (617) 369-3300. 











SUS Real era CCR rR OM eMC UNM UCM tell a) later) 
Adult., who were perfecting their own patented brand of paranoid robofunk back when their only peers were the ghetto-tech 


>Y. madmen across town. The band’s singles collection Resuscitation remains a classic, and their most recent full-length, Anxiety 
Always (both on the band’s own Ersatz Audio label), finds punk rock fuzzbombs heating up their suspicious minds. On their fab 
ket single “Glue Your Eyélids Together,” frontwoman Nicola Kuperus’s deadpan audioslave declarations skewer consumer 


culture's fear factory and give their musique plastique an air of static dread. A brief tour brings them to T.T. the Bear's Place, 
10 Brookline Street in Central Square, with labelmates Electronicat; call (617) 492-BEAR. 














































































et 
ust | 
nto the dark 
6 
Christmas Revels embarks for Scotland 
iard ext Friday brings the 33r n of Christmas 
Revels to San Thea he winter-solstice 
ort traditions of cultu world, Revels represents a 
distinctively Cantabrigian Christmas tradition (though it now 
317) 
a 
19 
2 
len ally celebrate 
d 25 has been a precor 
the \oliday only since the 1950s Swanson 
On reserve their mischief, mirth, and ambitions is that som 
ng merriment for Hogmanay — that’s preconceptions get distu 
. New Year’s Eve to you Sassenachs expect bagpipes and k L 
(Saxons). Be that as it may, explains not a harpsichord.” He compares the 
Revels artistic director Patrick court in Edinburgh to that of Versailles 
: of Swanson, Scotland has a suite of pointing out that “the beginnings of 
e traditions to mark the darkest, coldest ballet emerged in parallel with Scottish 
Or days. The 80-member Revels cast will dance.” 
d include Scottish fiddle champ Although not immune to 
2um Emerald Forman, the Laird’s Consort, commercialism, the Scots’ traditions 
or the Revels Bairns children’s chorus, center on the time of year when things 
_— and the Auld Reekie Singers, who take their name from were frozen and food was traditionally scarce. What makes 
z . Edinburgh's “Old Smoky” nickname the Scottish Revels interesting, Swanson says, “is the dark 
z But whereas England has the tradition of mumming — side of it. In modern Christmas celebrations, we lose that 
with performers going house to house to put on folk plays dangerous quality. In the Hallmark, Disney version, that 
), in about St. George — the Scots have guising. This year’s darkness gets lost.” 
t Christmas Revels includes a Guisers play about the great and Christmas Revels runs December 12 through 30 at 
s of wild knight Galoshin, who’s killed in slapstick swordplay and Sanders Theatre, 45 Quincy Street in Harvard Square. 
then brought back to life. Disguised in costumes, Guisers Tickets are $20 to $40, $12 to $32 for children under 12; 
then went farm to farm, bursting into homes and performing plays call (617) 496-2222 or visit www. revels.org. 
on the kitchen floor; the purpose was to bring luck to the — Nina MacLaughlin 








Miser reviser 


Qf 


Here comes another Christmas Car 





take a new crack at it, and we jus 
oys to Boston.” Those include 
designer Eugene Lee (Ragtime) 
by Dehnert (who has supplied music for th 
productions of The Cider House Rules and 
It). Even Scrooge gets his own theme, on 
composer describes as “a modern take on 
minor Gothic organ prelude. It’s simple but f 
propulsion to it.” 

As for the book, Eustis returned to 


Story to examine the miser mo 









Dickens's 

















| alone, but this is his inaugural p 
director Kevin Moriarty calls “Dickens’s Le 
part I’ve always wanted to play,” Keach explains 

“There’s a rhythm and a cadence to his speech that 








Ebenezer’s recurrent (and relentless) black humor: “| 
didn’t know he was quite so funny.” Keach adds, “It’s 
so much outside the realm of humanity. That screaming 
and yelling at a little child who’s singing . . . ” Here he 
pauses and then continues in a deafening yet perfectly 
controlled bellow, “ ‘STOP THAT SINGING!’ ”; then in 
the same breath he continues, as if in casual 
conversation, “There's an exaggeration | find appealing 
— you can go there as an actor and let it all hang out.” 
A Christmas Carol is presented by Trinity Repertory 
Company December 9 through 27 at the Cutler 
Majestic Theatre, 219 Tremont Street in the Theater 
District. Tickets are $15 to $68; go to the Majestic box 
office, or call (800) 233-3123, or visit 
www. telecharge.com. 






— Sally Cragin 
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Be Cun mei 
Pe eee 
THU DECEMBER 4 
F EMI 
LIVE sAE 
FRI.DECEMBER 5 
MY SHOW CALLED LIFE 
CD RELEASE PARTY 
| 11P HOP 
SAT. DECEMBER 6 
STEPPER’S HEAVEN * 
t LIVE REGGAE | 
WED. DECEMBER 10 
NEW ENGLAND 
CONSERVATORY PRESENTS | 
REBECCA WEINTRAUB EXPERIENCE} 
JAZZ 
THU. DECEMBER 11 
JOURNALIST BANDOO 
SEMI 
IGINA 
RECARDO DAWSON 
LIVE REGGAE 
FRI.DECEMBER 12 | 
YARD VIBES 
LIVE REGGAE 
SAT. DECEMBER 13 
UNDERGROUD ROOTS 
LIVE REGGAE 
FOR INFO 492-7772 
See em rol od 
PAA ogni celti mel) 





Da 


34 Years A Great Music 
Thursday, Dec. 4 


music from Latin America 


MARTA GOMEZ | 


Friday, Dec. 5 j 
Ska lives!! | 


BEAT SOUP 
ALLSTONIANS 


Saturday, Dec. 6 = 
folk/rock blues 


TARBOX RAMBLERS 
re Sunday, Dec. 7 
BLUES JAM 4:30-8:30 
SALSA NIGHT 9:00 


with Rumba Wa Ma - Lessons & Dance Party 


Tuesday, Dec. 9 
new bluegrass 


| SPRINGHILL ROUNDERS 
Wednesday, Dec. 10 
soukous from Congo! 


KANDA BONGO MAN 


Thursday, Dec. 11 
blues/jazz master 


JAMES BLOOD ULMER 
Friday, Bec. 12 


new reggae 
PRESSURE COOKER 
Saturday, Dec. 13 
the rockabilly king 


SLEEPY LA BEEF 





- OLD TIME NIGHT W/ JOHN KOERNER 
- MATT STUBBS 
- STEVIE & THE SOUL SHAKEDOWNS 
9 - LOVE WHIP 
- MICHIGAN BLACKSNAKE | 
- NEW YEARS EVE W/BABALOO | 
CALL FOR EARLY RESERVATIONS 





/Lansdowne’s ONLY Rock Bar 


MUCH MMI LAe TS 


4 18+ 


Fins. « 105 


THRONE _ 


~ i. s 1a 18+ 


SUSPECT 


w/ Jones 1 
& Tommy Dempsey 
(ex Superzero) solo acoustic 


Sat. 6 
BILL’S DANCE 
NIGHT 


Sun. 7 21+ 
SUNDAY NIGHT REGGAE 
B STATIO 
W/ DJ K-DON 
SPINNING THE 
IRIE MUSIC 


Mon. 818+ | 


MONSTA MONDAY 
Ogre 1, ironclad 
Reocrdings & 
Hitthepit.com Present 


Since the Flood 
(CD Release) 


w/ Cannae 
Days Gone By 
If Hope Dies 


Tues. 9 19+ 
i 


Wed.10 18+ 


EDEN ROW 


w/CHRISTIAN PORN 
MACHINE & QUICK 
RELEASE 


Thur. 11 


KOTTER 
THE EVOLVED 
TYPHOON FERRI 
Fri. 12 18+ 
MISSING JOE 

DIRECTION 
MELBOURNE 
Sat. 13 


BILL’S DANCE NIGHT 


Sun. 14 21+ 
SUNDAY NIGHT REGGAE 


DUB STATION 
W/ DJ K-DON 
SPINNING THE IRIE MUSIC 


| FINGERBLAST ENTER- 
TAINMENT PRESENTS: 


DEAD CITY 
THESE LIES 
|COLIN OF ARABIA 
DRAW BLOOD 


Tues. 16 19+ 


Old School Hip Hop 
w/DJ Master Millions 


Wed.17 18+ 
PUBLIC 
w/ NEW BLOOD 
3RD SHIFT 
Thur. 18 18+ 


WXRV 92.5 THE RIVER 
PRESENTS: 


BABY STRANGE 
W/ MUNK 
PURE FICTION 


5 1/2 LANSDOWNE ST. 617-421-9678 


0 place a listing 


NOTE: ABSOLUTE LISTINGS DEADLINE IS 
WEDNESDAY AT 5 P.M. FOR THE FOLLOW. 
ING WEEK S ISSUE. 7 t 


clubs 


THURSDAY 4 


ABBEY LOUNGE, So 


AN TAIN, & 
AN TUA NUA 


ARIA 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1 
BISMARC, INVERCARON 
THE WILD DOGS, TIM MARTEN 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11 
SIN CROWD, TRIPLE THICK, KONKS 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12 
NAPALM STARS, COFFIN LIDS 
DENTS, GOLDEMWEST MOTORLODGE 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13 
ITTY KILL, THE MULES, ANDREA GILLIS 


COMMON GROU ND 


DEVLIN'S LOUNGE AND BAR, Bright 


DICK’S LAST RESORT, 8 
EKCO LOUNGE, Bost 


4 Mast 


EMBASSY Bost At 1 


ENCORE, Boston. M 


THE ENORMOUS ROOM, Cambridge. Dus 


THE E ROOM AT ae —_ TEMPLE, 


EVOS ARTS we 


» Melting Poot 


THE EXCHANGE, Bosto 


GREEN DRAGON 


GREEN STREET GRILL 


HANNAH'S 


FRANK DRAKE 
STARHICK 
ONE THIN DIME 
BECK, ROADES, & JEFFERIES 


SPIDER JOHN KOERNER 


MICHAEL TARBOX 
BAD ART ENSEMBLE 


bhi | nog 
ae Seem Z 


Me runes Cord) 





| 492-BEAR 


| | 10 Brookline St. 


| Cambridge, MA 
| All Shows 18+ 


the Bear's 


Thursday, December 4th | Friday, December 12th 


ANTIGONE RISING 
FLESHPETAL « NO MORE DOLLS 
Friday, December 5th 


SAM ROBERTS 


Sunday, December 7th 
OLD CANES « THE PRIDS 
MEDEA CONNECTION 
Monday, December 8th 
NASHVILLE PUSSY 
BIONIC * RADAR EYES 


Wednesday, December 10th 
THE LINGO + CATAPULT CD REL 
CANNIBAL KINGS * SMORGASBORD 
Thursday, December 11th 
ADULT. 

ELECTRONICAT © TAMIAN 12 INCH 


| RAGING TEENS 
| TERY JACK « £ 


QUICK FIX ¢ THE HALOGENS 
REVERSE * RAYMOND 
Saturday, December 13th 


SEAN MENCHER COMBO 


en eed 


Visit TT’s Website www. haan com * Call 492-0082 
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FIREWATER > play the Paradise Roc ck C. lub on Friday. 


JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT, Boston 
ay Brown Trio 

JOHNNY D'S, Sc 

JOSE McINTYRE'S 


gall. Do 
THE KELLS, A 


doar and Mik 
KENNEDY S. 
KIRKLAND ees 


LES ZYGOMATES, Boston 
LINWOOD GRILLE, Bost 


LIZARD LOUNGE mbridge. At 1 


LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL 


MACHINE, 2 
MAN RAY 


MANTRA 


MIDWAY CAFE 


THE MODERN 
O'BRIEN’S 

ORLEANS 

coemenee LOUNGE 
PARADISE ROC K CLL JB 
PARRIS, £ 


PHOENIX LANDING 


THE PLACE, £ 

PRAVDA 116, Bostor 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, £ 
Q. Bostc 

THE RACK, Bos! 
REDLINE. 


RIVER GODS 


ROGGIE'S. 
THE ROXY. 


SCULLERS. 
SISSY KS 


Sit N BULL PUB, May 
SKY BAR, S 
SOPHIAS, B 

SUGAR SHACK 


Swi 3 


TERRACE BAR AT THE COPL EY MAR- 


RIOTT HOTEL. 
TIR NA NOG 


TOP OF THE HUB, & 
TRATTORIA R. PANINO. 


TT THE eens PLACE 


ISE-O spa” with DJ T; Tasty. 


VERTIGO 


WESTERN FRONT, C 
WEST STREET GRILLE, 


WONDER BAR, Alto 
fee Oto So 


ABBEY LOUNGE 
AN TAIN, E 
AN. TUA NUA 


ARIA, E 


ATLAS DANCE 
AVALON, & 


BUZZ BOSTON/ EUROPA 
CANTAB LOUNGE THIRD RAIL 


CLUB CAFE 
CLUB 58. 
cLuB PASSIM 
COMMON GROUND, A 
THE COMPOUND 
DEVLIN S| LOUNGE AND BAR 


CK'S LAST RESORT, 
DRUID PUB 


EKCO LOUNGE ti 


THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEMPLE 
EVOS ARTS 

THE Rpveernaes 30st 

GREEN STREET GRILL 


GUIDO OSHEA’S 


HARPERS FERRY, A 


IRISH VILLAGE. 

Elyte, Cnyce, Mas 

JEANIE JOHNSTON PUB, Jamaica Piai 
Rockabilly Night” with Coachmen 
tones 





JOHNNY D'S, Somer 
JUKEBOX, Boston. 7 


THE KELLS, Allstor 
oc and Mike Gio 
KENNEDY S, r 
KIRKLAND CAFE 


Bliss Organ C 


LA 800M 


LES ZYGOMATES, Bo: 
LINWOOD GRILLE, 


LIZARD LOUNGE 


LUCKY p06 MUSIC HALL W 


MAN RAY, 


wen 


we B 


Pp hop wit 
MIDDLE EAST, C 
THE MODERN 
OCEANA RESTAURANT, Boston. M 


ORLEANS 
THE PALACE. 


PARADISE ROCK CLUB, Bostor 
ig McCloud 
PARRIS, 


PHOENIX LANDING, C 
op, and Top 40 wit 


THE PLACE. 
Le POINT, 


THE RACK 
REDLINE, C 


RIVER GODS 


ROGGIE'S 
THE ROXY, £ B 
with DJ M 1 
SCRUFFY MURPHY s 
mer with DJ Je 
SEA NOTE, ! Nant 
SISSY K’S, £ e. At 
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CLUB DIRECTORY 


ABBEY LOUNGE (617-441-9631), 3 

St, Somerville. 

ALL ASIA CAFE (617-497-1544), 334 Mass. 
Ave., Cambridge 

AN TAIN (617-426-1870), 31 
Boston 

AN TUA NUA (617-262-2121 
St, Boston 

ARIA (617-338-7080), 246 
Boston. 

ATLAS DANCE (617-437-0300 
downe St., Boston. 

THE ATTIC (617-964-6684), 107 Unic 
Newton Centre 

AURORA (617-350-6001) 

Boston 
AVALON ( 
Boston. 
THE AVENUE (617-782-9508), 1249 
Ave, Aliston 

AXIS (617-262-2437) 

Boston. 

THE BANSHEE (617-43 

ester Ave., Dorchester 

BARKING CRAB (617 

Sleeper St., Boston 

BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT 
2565), at Remington's, 124 Boylston 
Boston, 

BELL IN HAND — 617 
45-55 Unio nSt, Bost 

BILL'S BAR (6 

St. Boston 

BLARNEY —_ PuB 


ndia St 


835 Beacon 


Tremont St 


3 Lans 


17-262-2424), 15 Lansdowne St 


Comm 


Ave, Boston 
BLUESTONE BISTRO (61 
Comm. Ave., Brighton 
won: Babee CHEF'S 
olumbus Ave., Bosto! 
BOSTON ROCKS 
| Marketplace, 8 
BOSTON PLAYWRIGHTS” THEATRE 61 
222}, $49 Comm Ave, Bos 
BRI EZEWAY BAR & GRILLE 6 
5400). 153 Blue Hill Ave., Roxbu 
BRENDAN BEHAN PUB (617-522-5386 
378 Centre St., Jamaica Plain 
BROOKLINE COMMUNITY CENTER FOR 
THE ARTS (617-738-2800 
Brookiine. 
BUCK MULLIGAN’S (617-32 
St., West Roxbury 
THE BURREN (617-776-6895 
Davis Sq., Somerville 
BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA (61 
51 Stuart St. Boston 
CAMBRIDGE BREWING COMPANY (617 
494-1994}, 1 Kendail Sq., Cambridge 
CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL (617 
2685), 738 Mass. Ave. Central Sq 
bridge. 
CAPRICE (617-292-0080), 275 Tre 
Boston. 
CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK (508 
647-0097}, 14 Summer St., Natick 
CHARLIE’S KITCHEN (617 
Eliot St, Cambridge. 
CHOPS LOUNGE (617-267-8300 
Boyiston St., Boston 
CLARK’S IN FANEUIL HALL 
7800}, 21 Merchant's Row. 
CLUB CAFE (617-5 
Ave., Boston 
CLUB 58 (617-471-7 
Quincy. 
CLUB NICOLE (617-267-2782 
St., Boston 
CLUB PASSIM (617-492-7679 
St.. Harvard Sq., Cambridge. 
COMEDY ee 
Upstairs at Faneuil Hail, 
COMEDY STUDIO AT HONE 
864-5311), 1236 Mass. Ave.. C 
COMMON GROUND (61 
Harvard Ave., Allston. 
THE COMPOUND (97 
Lunenburg St., Fitchbu 
COSTELLO'S (617- 


14 Green St 


492-9646) 


Berkeley St., Boston 

COYOTE GRILLE (617-225-0888 

Sq., Cambridge. 

DEVLIN'S LOUNGE AND BAR (617-7 
8822}, 332 Washington St., Brighton. 

DICK DOHERTY’S AT THE CHINA BLOS- 
SOM (800-401-2221), Rte. 125, North An 
dover. 

DICK’S LAST RESORT (617-267-8080), 55 
Huntington Ave., Boston. 

DRUID PUB (617-497-0965), 
bridge St., Inman Sq., Cambridge. 
EKCO LOUNGE (617-338-8283), 41 Essex 
St, Boston. 


1357 Cam- 


EMBASSY (617-536-2100), 30 Lansdowne 

St, Boston. 

ENCORE (617-338-ROXY}, 279 Tremont St., 

Boston, 

THE ENORMOUS ROOM (617-491-5599) 

567 Mass Ave, Cambridge. 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEMPLE 

617-277-9722}, 1651 Beacon St., Brookline. 

EVOS ARTS (978-441-9906), 98 Middle St., 

Lowell 

THE EXCHANGE (617-726-7600), 148 State 

St. Boston. 

FELT (617-338-6999), 533 Washington St. 

Boston. 

THE FIREPLACE (617-975-1900), 1634 Bea- 

con St., Brookline 

THE GOOD LIFE CAMBRIDGE (617-868- 

8800), 720 Mass Ave, Cambridge. 

THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN (617-451- 

2622), 28 Kingston St., Boston. 

GREAT SCOTT (617-734-4502}, 1222 Comm 

Ave, Allston. 

GREEN BRIAR (617-789-4100), 304 Wash- 

ington St., Brighton 

= DRAGON (617-367-0055), 11 Mar- 
Ht St Bosto: yn 

GREEN STREET GRILL (617-876-1655) 

280 Green St., Cambridge. 

GUIDO OSHEA'S (508-580-0997), 

Main St 

HANNAH'S 

somerville 

HARPERS FERRY 

Brighton Ave., A 


THE HARP 


2039 S 


629-5302}, 499 Broadway 


t., Boston 
HENNESSY'S S, (617 


IMPROV ee 617-263-6887 


Hanov 


IMPROVBOS TON THEATRE 


IRISH VILLAGE 
St. Brighton 
JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT (617 


8586), 33 Stuart St.. Boston 


JACQUES: UNDERGROUND 


sc DEE'S 

Weymouth: 

JEANIE JOHNSTON PUB (617-983-9432) 
144 South St., Jamaica Piain. 

JIMBO'S SOUTH RESTAURANT (781-848- 
0300), 405 Franklin St., Braintree. 
JOE'S ON HIGH STREET (617-5 
200 High St. Boston 

JOHNNY D'S (617-776-2004), 17 Holland St 
Davis Sq., Somerville. 

JOSE McINTYRE’S (617-451-9460), 160 
Mik St. Boston 

JOYFUL NOISE COFFEEHOUSE (781-861 
0142), 1580 Mass Ave., Lexington. 
JUKEBOX (617-338-ROXY), 275 Tremont 
St., Boston 

THE KELLS (617-782-9082), 161 
Ave., Aliston 

KIRKLAND CAFE (617-491-9640) 
Washington St., Somerville. 

LA BOOM (617-357-6800 

Boston 

LES ZYGOMATES 

South St., Boston 

LINWOOD GRILLE (617-267-8644 
marnock Si., Boston 


LIZARD LOUNGE (617-547-0759 


323-4000} 


Brighton 


MAN RAY (61 
Cambridge 
MANTRA (61 
Boston 
MATRIX (617 
Boston 

MATT MURPHY’'S (617-232-0188), 14 Har 
‘ard St., Brookline. 

METROPOLIS (401-454-5483), 172 
Providence, Ai 

MIDDLE EAST (617-497-0576) 
Ave, Central Sa., Cambridge. 
MIDWAY CAFE (617-524-9038), 3496 Wash 
ington St., Jamaica Plain. 

MILKY WAY (617-524-3740), at Bella Luna. 
405 Centre St., Jamaica Piain. 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN (617-338-5656), 77 
Broad St., Boston 

THE MODERN (617-536-2100), 36 Lans- 
downe St, Boston. 

NAMELESS COFFEEHOUSE (617-864- 
1630), 3 Church St., Harvard Sq., Cambridge. 
NICK'S COMEDY STOP (617-482-0930), 
100 Warrenton Si., Boston. 

NICK'S KOWLOON (781-231-2500), Ate. 1 


542-6111), 52 


338-ROXY), 275 Tremont St 


472 Mass 


North, 

NICK'S MAU! (508-482-0930), Rte. 28 North, 
Brockton. 

NORTH SHORE MUSIC THEATRE (973- 
232-7200}, 62 Dunham Rd., Beverly. 
O'BRIEN’S (617-782-6245), 3 Harvard Ave.. 
Aliston 

OCEANA RESTAURANT (617-227-0800}, 
Marriott Long Wharf, 296 State St., Boston 
O'CONNOR'S (617-482-2255), 27 Columbus 
Ave., Boston. 

O'LEARY’S (617-734-0049), 1010 Beacon 
St., Brookline. 

ORLEANS (617-591-2100). 65 Holland St. 
Somerville. 

THE PALACE (781-321-1660), 1500 Broad- 
way, Saugus. 

PARADISE LOUNGE (617-562-8814). 969 
Comm Ave, Boston. 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB (617-562-8800), 
969 Comm Ave, Boston. 

PARRIS (617-248-9900), Quincy Market, Fa- 
neuil Hail, Boston. 

PA’S LOUNGE (617-776-1557 
Somerville Ave., Somerville. 

PHOENIX LANDING (617-576-6260 

Mass. Ave., Cambridge. 

THE PLACE (617-523-2081} 
Boston. 

THE PLAYGROUND (617-441-( 
Mass Ave., Cambridge. 

PLOUGH & STARS (617-441- 
Mass Ave, Cambridge 

THE POINT (617-523-7 
PRAVDA 116 (617-482-779 

St., Boston. 

PURPLE SHAMROCK (617 


2 Broad St 


THE RACK 
Faneuil 
REDLINE 
Can ndbndge 
REMINGTON’ 'S 61 
RIVER GODS (6 
Cambridge 
ROGGIE’S (617 


566-1880), 356 Chestnut Hill 


17-338-ROXY, 


279 Tremont 


SCRUFFY MURPHY’S (617-282-6606). 
Dorchester Ave., Dorchester. 
SCULLERS: (617-562-4111 
Field Rd., Boston. 

SEA NOTE (781-925-4300) 
Ave., Nantasket Beach. 
SISSY K’S (617-248-6511), 6 Commercial 
St., Boston. 

SIT ‘N BULL PUB (978-897-7232) 
St., Maynard. 

SKY BAR (617-623-5223), 
Ave., Somerville. 
SOPHIA’S (617-351-7001 
St., Boston 

SUGAR SHACK (617-351-2510), 1 Boylston 


Pp Bos’ ston. 

SREETONTER 

Boylsto 

Sw (617 7}, 48 Winter St. Boston 
TERRACE BAR AT THE COPLEY ‘MAR- 
RIOTT HOTEL (617-236-5800 
ton Ave., Boston 


TIR NA NOG 


400 Soldiers 


159 Nantasket 


163 Main 
518 Somerville 


1270 Boy 


10 Hunting 


TOP OF THE HUB 61 

Floor. Prudential Tower, Bost 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO (6 

Boston 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE (617-492-BEAR 
10 Brookline St Central Sq Cambridge. 
21st AMENDMENT (617-227-7100). Bowdoin 
St, Beacon Hill, Boston 

VAPOR (6 00}, 100 Wan 
Boston 

VENU (61 
Boston 
VERTIGO (617 
Boston 
WALLY’S CAFE (617-424-1408). 427 Mass. 
Ave., Boston. 

WESTERN FRONT (617-49: 

Western Ave., Cambridge 

WEST STREET GRILLE (617-423-0300), 15 
West St, Boston. 

WONDER BAR (617-351-COOL), 
vard Ave., Alision. 

ZEITGEIST GALLERY (617-876-6060), 1353 
Cambridge St, Cambridge. 

ZUZU (617-864-3278}, 474 Mass. Ave., Cam- 
bridge. 


Franklin St. 


renton S$ 


100 Warrenton 


723-7277), 126 State S 


186 Har- 


~KILOMBO 


Salsa Roots 


11230 CUBAN RUMBA BRUNCH 
Sunday Evenings @10:30 JAZZ 


SURCA 


Jazz Jam 


BLUE RHINO 


SALI OYUGI 
& KARMA SIMBA 


280 GREEN ST., CAMBRIDGE 
(617) 8764655 


Kareoke Night DJ Top cht 
Hip Hop, Reggae and what 
ever you wish to attempt to 
sing. Downstairs @ the Cavo 
Lounge:Coming Soon!!! Local 
Musician Night. 

Thursday Night: 
Ladies Night BJ Murray - 
Spinnin’ Hip Hop, Top 40 and 
Dance Hail. 

Friday Night: 

U NightDu Top Shotta and DU 
Rebel - Hip Hap, Reggae, and 
Dance Hall. Once 3 month VIP 


| Spinnin Hip Hop, Oid School 


Sunday Night: 

| VIP Night Du Top Shot and DU 
| Rebel - Spinnin Hip Hop, and 
| Top 40 for you and your party 


2 Come tn and eniay yeur faverite team on oer 


big screen TV. Great place fer pre & pest 
game parties & SONBAY NIGHT feotbail. 
We sew have NTH Tree 
356 Chesnut Hill Ave. 
(617) 565-1880 or 
(617) 713-0555 


AU 


a 


LUPO’S IS MOVING 2 
BLOCKS TO THE STRAND 


79 WASHINGTON STREE 
PROVIDENCE 


lupos.com 


Monday, December 8 ¢ $17.50 


AT THE STRAND 


CHEVELLE 


FINGER 11 


ACOUSTIC SET BY 


COLD _ 


nursday, Vec. 


AT THE STRAND 


EVE 6 


CAMPFIRE GIRLS 
CAUTERIZE 


Saturday, Dec. 27 * $13 © 7:30 PM 


THE SLIP 


Friday, Dec. 5 * 7:30 PM 


THE RAPTURE 


3 EIGHT DAYS A WEEK T 


Ri eae 
PSU ee a 


Laat eee) 
AR aa aia 
aS eS 


Leas pat 
Weta) 
atl 
AMUN RA 
eT Bat ay | 
re ee asa) 
dy a 
a) 
eRe ti 


ae Tee 


ye a 
THE SLAM @7 THE JAM @9 
Tams Na ler." 


Monday 12/8 


eR PR Nie ia 


EVERY Tuesday in December! 


eae bMS eg ela 


Me 
THE HEYGOODS 
PETER C. 


Wednesday 12/10 


ADVANCE TIX AVAIL. AT 
WWW.VIRTUOUS.COM 
617-547-0759 


1667 MASS. AVE. CAMBRIDGE 
Ree eel Rs L iy 


r 


Peo eer 
Reem Cee) 

OSPR CN) Me oil ( 1s 

Dave Bryant 
12-19 Eguie Castrillo Group 
Book your private holiday party 
at Ryles 617-876-9330 

oF Tle a1) ) 

iM Cig allt) 
fri Dance Party 

sat Latin, Swing, Tango 

arr e ela) 


Paya iim ati ee || 


www.rylesjazz.com 
212 Hampshire Street 


617-876-9330 


Pheanix 
617-859-3300 


| 


472-480 MASS. AVE, CAMBRIDGE 
ieee 
Pee 
ee Ee ete ey 


Ue aa 
ALL SHOWS 18+ UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED OPEN FOR LUNCH AS ALWAYS 


JON BENJAMIN & BRENDON SMALLS 
(OE CARTOON NETWORK'S HOME MOVIES & OR KATZ) 
EUGENE MIRMAN + TIGERS 2 MONKEYS 

THE JACK MCCOYS 


VIOLET wae Auiicny ES (FR NYC) 


MEN inies eA 


on MARK KOZELEK 
ey eR 


WASH INGTON SOCIAL CLUB 
LAGUARDIA (PHILLY) * CORDALENE 
LINCOLN CONSPIRACY 


THE RAPTURE 
THE BOGGS 
ASIOTONE & THE PAINFULLY 
ALONE 


WHEAT 
STEVE BURNS + THE SPACESHOTS 


ARAB STRAP 
MAGNOLIA ELECTRIC CO 
(SONGS:OHIA 
MALCOLM MIDDLETON 


SOUL POSITION 
ary RJD2) 
oe * ILLOGIC 


RASPUTINA 
REVEREND GLASSEYE 
& HIS WOODEN LEG 
ANNETTE FARRINGTON 


MUSIC BEGINS AFTER DINNER 21+ 


SAM KININGER BAND 
CD RELEASE) 
BENEVENTO - RUSSO DUO 
HI8US + NBFB 


7L & ESOTERIC 
PORN THEATER USHERS + EDAN 
INSIGHT - OVM & MORE 


TRACHTENBURG FAMILY 


SLIDE SHOW PLAYERS 
NELLIE MCKAY COLUMBIA REC 


12/21 eae BENEFIT 
12/26 TRU INDEED, STORM SESSION 
42/27 TEDE AFRO WINABUGDA 


SUN - BELLY DANCING 

MON - LISTENING POST 

TUE - NOCHE MEXICANA WITH 
GUSTAVO & ANDRES 

IWED - BELLY DANCING 

THU Acne SAN Gk & Mad JAMES 


WAN Milne Acuett=t CoM 
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Continued from page 11 } hou 
9 p.m., Stu Sinclair & Kevin Kirrane. Upsta Michael Sheehar with Unlockedgroove THE 
{i-NRG and pop house, with DJ Tom McKenna. + CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, Cambridge | | ROGGIE'S, Brightor th DJA r BIL 
SIT ‘N BULL PUB, May t stairs: Little Joe Cook & the Thrillers. Dowr : 

SKY BAR, S 


€ Gay 
THE ROXY, Bost xy Saturdays,” high BL 


CLUB CAFE 3 


SUGAR SHACK 


SCRUFFY MURPHY'S este y But 

CLUB 58, 0 Time” wit BO! 
SEA NOTE, N day 

CLUB NICOLE Nak BR 
SISSY K’S Vau 

CLUB PASSIM j TH 


SIT ‘N BULL PUB, M 


SKY BAR 


SOPHIA’S A CA 
SUGAR SHACK 

SWEETWATER CAFE 
SW 


Ww 


TOP OF THE HUB 





TRATTORIA IL PANINO 


TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE i co 


21st AMENDMENT. DE 


TH 


= id —— WONDER BAR ' ) GF 
LUCERO play Harpers Ferry on Wednesday ZEITGEIST GALLERY. ge. A - 
, HA 
t Wolff, M PARRIS, Bost HE 
MATT MURPHY’S, Brookline. Mart ORLEANS, S t PHOENIX LANDING e n SUNDAY 7 : 
MIDDLE EAST. j THE PALACE 3 V 3 oor NW t 4¢ 4 b IRI 
it ‘ J wit! Vinney tres JA 

THE PLACE pto AN TUA NUA 
PRAVDA 116 yd ellow beats by JC 
MILKY WAY wit ARIA r 
aie é Sa Oi pauce Mae ; . 
THE MODERN, Bost y PARADISE LOUNGE Suit, | THE RACK 1 ty” w THE ATTIC, Newton Centre Tk 
Mik tt AURORA wi 
NAMELESS COFFEEHOUSE, Cambridge PARADISE ROCK CLUB A REDLINE. ige f err p hop, and regga Kt 
é wn's Body, Mister Rourk RIVER GODS, Cambridge. °F ressure” | AVALON, Boston. At 10 ¢ say Night Ke 
Mi 
Mi 
i fy 
i . 

; 

Mi 
Mi 


HARPOON | a aad I 
BREWERY ; 
a 


® s ’ ; R 


Harpoon Christmas Party 


Bostes, MA Ui 


Friday, December Sth, 5:20- 11:00pm =f :  : 
em \* Saturday December Gth, 3:30 - 9:00 pm + S “og me = f° 
Zs  WEW SATURDAY HOURS >¢ ae 3 } : 

Entrance closes by 9:30 pm Friday & 7:30 pm Saturday ——- | ‘ 


v 
At the Brewery, 306 Northern Ave., Boston. Come cele- v 
brate the holiday season Harpoon-style with fresh : i oe ! w 
Harpoon and UFO beers, live local rock bands, and great i ’ : : ; 
holiday food from Jake’s Dixie Roadhouse. A coat check ‘ : ; s 
will benefit a-local charity. Admission: $10 per person, : 
includes a souvenir cup. Cash bar. Free shuttle from : 


South Station. Parking available. MUST BE 21 YEARS : Z Ss Po H : 
OR OLDER WITH PROPER ID. LIMITED CAPACITY, g ‘ * Hw f ; s 
$0 COME EARLY. TICKETS NOT SOLD IN ADVANCE. © Ae. Se, I 
_ For more information, call 888-HARPOON ext. 3, or visit se es ee s 
_ www.harpoonbrewery.com i ie “ s A 
; 

Love Beer. Love life. Harpoon. : 
Boston, MA & Windsor, VT ® 














































































































































house with DJ Darrin Friedman 

THE AVENUE, Allston. “Lounge Night 
BILL'S BAR, Boston. At 10 p.m 

day” with DJ Selector K-Don, a 
BLARNEY STONE PUB 
Back Sunday 

BLUE CAT CAFE, 8 
BOB THE CHEF'S, 
day Jazz Brunct 


BREEZEWAY BAR & GRILLE, Roxb 








THE BURREN Somery 








CAMBRIDGE BREWING COMPANY 





CANTAB LOUNGE THIRD RA 


CLARK'S IN FANEUIL HALL 
CLUB 58 

CLUB PASSIM, 

COMMON GROUND, A 


COSTELLO S 


COTTONWOOD CAFE 
DEVLIN'S LOUNGE AND BAR 


DICK’S LAST RESORT, 


ENCORE 
THE ENORMOUS ROOM 


THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEMPLE 


THE EXCHANGE 


GREEN DRAGON 


GREEN STREET GRILL 
HARPERS FERRY, 


HENNESSY'S, & B 
IRISH VILLAGE, § yhtor Kie 
JACQUES UNDERGROUND 3 





JOHNNY D'S, Somerville. A 





MATT MURPHY’S, Brook 
Reggae. 
METROPOLIS, Provide 


MIDDLE EAST, 
Kozelek, Drew O'C 


MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN, B 








O'LEARY'S, Brook 


ORLEANS, Somerville. At 7 p zz Se 












Cleve. “Rock-a-B 
PHOENIX LANDING, 
Celtica.” At 10 p.m 
DJs Demarkus Lewis, Get 
PURPLE SHAMROCK 
McKenna Duo 

THE RACK, Boston 
Janedy, 

RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Re 
Goth, Industrial, and Lounge w 
SISSY K’S, Boston. Greg Luttre 
SIT ‘N BULL PUB, Maynard. Debra Cowar 
Gail Rundiett, Fishken & Groves, 

SKY BAR, Somerville. Downward Dec 
Under Falling Skies, Whiskey Chape' 
Easy. 








At 10 p.m. DJ Mike 








TIR NA NOG, Somerville. Ronan “Fluffy 
Quinn, 
TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. At 11 am 





bon Street Paraders. At 8 p.m., Tim Ray 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston 
Night” with DJs Nino, Antoine, Gi 
Giovanni. 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE, Cambridge 
Canes, Prids, Medea Conn 
VAPOR, Boston. “T-Dance 
with DJ Danae. 

VENU, Boston. “Carnival 
DJ Adilson 

VERTIGO, Boston. Caribbean and Wor 
with DJ Deville 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston At 3 
Afternoon Jazz Jam.” At 9 
Stepchildren. 

WONDER BAR, Allston 
McMahon Trio featurin 
ZEITGEIST GALLERY, 
Acoustic Improv & P 
Nat Mugavero. At 8 


Slip 


MONDAY 8 








Braz 








m., “Sunday 
















AN TUA NUA, Boston. “Ceremor 
AXIS, B 
with DJ 
BELL IN HAND TAVERN, Bos 
m Session 

BILL'S BAR, 

Days Gone By 
BLUE CAT CAFE, 
BOSTON ROCKS, 






















BRENDAN BEHAN PUB, Jamaica Plain 





Sonic Ginger,” down tempo lounge and dub 

with DJs Martini and Ah Dub. 

THE BURREN, erville. Front Room: At 
p.m., “Traditional Irish Music 


CANTAB LOUNGE: THIRD a 


er-Songwri 





Mai 


CAPRICE ston. At 10 p.m., “Buddha 





CHARLIE'S $ eae ge. At 9 


CLUB ) PASSIM 


eter Mo 


DEVLIN'S LOUNGE ANC BAR 
DICK SLAST RESORT. 
ENCORE, £ i 
THE ENORMOUS ROOM, ambridge 


eW 








EE "ROOM | AT THE GOLDEN TEMPLE 


THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN, Bosto 





EEN BRIAR, Brighton. “Insh Se 
EEN STREET GRILL 





HENNESSY'S, Bos an 
LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL, Wo 


Norcester 








MIDDLE EAST, 








TOP OF THE HUB, 8 Ray T 
T.T. THE BEAR’S phecircng 


VAPOR, t Pia pen M 
VERTIGO, Bosto The M 
WALLY s CAFE B 


WONDER BAR, Alls sai Giahiaedina 





ZEITGEIST GALLERY, Cambridge 
TUESDAY 9 


ALL ASIA CAFE, Cambridge 


BLUE cat CAFE Sostc J “Easy on the 





THE BURREN Some 


CENTER FOR THE ARTS: IN NATICK, Natick 
Jazz Jair 
CLUB PASSIM, 
Mic 
EKCO LOUNGE, Boston 
op, R&B, and Reggae. 
EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Lot 36,” h 
with DJ Eddie K 
ENCORE, Boston. Bobby Femino. 
THE ENORMOUS ROOM, Cambridge. Break 
beats and downtempo with DJ Mark Estrada 
THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEMPLE, 
Brookline. House and acid jazz with DJ Johan 
Van Cauwenberghe. 
THE EXCHANGE, Boston. Uncle Trouble 
THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN, Boston 
Ciarmataro Trio. 
GREAT SCOTT, Aliston. “Cool Side of the Pil 
Ow 
GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Cool Black Kettle 
GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge. Lilli 
LEWIS. 
HARPERS FERRY, A 
HENNESSY’S, Bos 
IRISH VILLAGE, Brighton 
with DJs Soul C! 
Kick 
JOHNNY D'S, Somerville. Springhill Rounders 
THE KELLS ion. “Orange” with DJs John 
Davis, Pai a v 
LES ZYGOMATES, Boston. Alvin Terry Tr 
LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. Tw 
Peter C on Heygoods Jimmy 


Cambridge. At 7 p.m., “Open 


The Lounge,” Hip. 





Jesse 


Mountain of Venus. 

‘ott Damgaard. 
Payback Tuesday 

ap, Randy Deshaies, and Ryan 






















LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL, Worce 





MATT. MURPHY S, | 
with Geoff Sco’ 


MIDDLE EAST, am 





MILKY WAY, J 


THE MODERN Boston. At 10 p.m 


PARAD ISE LOUNGE 





PARADISE ROCK CLUB, 


ay Show 
























Apollo Sunshine, Mando Diao. 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. “Spectrum 

dow ul, and trip hop with 

DJs F ts. 

PURPLE SHAMROCK, 

THE te 
72.” At 





Ua ela 


Vac 
Peas 


bea eo a) 


Pelee 


Rick Walker’s 


*COW BOY DI 














THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4TH 
Ta ers 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5TH 
DUSKY SILO & SPECIAL GUESTS | 
SATURDAY. DECEMBER 6TH 
GREAT AMERICAN 
SEABUCKET 
SOURCROUT 


Bat ales ny 


Le e-Te) <) 


Yaa a] 


DS* | 
TET) Cr 


Li A 28 








SCULLERS, f n. “Peter White 


a SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7TH 
Cul tmas Oa cur) era JESTER JIGS 
— . - : : ii al Net MONDAY, DECEMBER 8TH 





SINGER SONGWRITER SERIES 
Bae 
pe) 
DJ SMALL COCK (austratiay 
Rise. Sie) aie se) ela) 
eae BL 
MARTIN DANIELS 
TONS OF CHILL 


De ee) 
selene means 


da : a-Mu, : PO Am 81s) 
SKY BAR, e. Knesia Mack, Man Lae 


Wakefi A and, Alex Ota nn 
TOP OF THE HUB, £ 


T.T. THE BEAR'S PLACE 


Loe] 


Ew e282) 


Bird Mancini 


ona ts) 

















ots aaa NR tee 
tro Night” w 340 Faneuil Hall Market Place 
(617) 227-2038 

















VERTIGO 
deal w 

ALLY'S CAFE, Boston. Wa * 
WONDER BAR. Allston. Rusty Scott & Mik 


















ZEITGEIST GALLERY. 





















at The Regent 


mney < 







ZUZU 
WEDNESDAY 10 





BURREN 


= 





ree Gta ee ad 
ee tM 
RN cea ce at) 
RT wet aes 
Dau Sa ea eu 


ABBEY LOUNGE 


AN TUA NUA 





BILL'S BAR 








BLUE CAT CAFE 
BREEZEWAY BAR & GRILLE 














Thurs. Dee. 11 
KHEVRE 








Ps 


Bey eT 
is = Saal 


BROOKLINE COMMUNITY CENTER 


' stk 
FOR GUY SMILEY 
THE ARTS M 


THE TROUBADORES 







Sun. December 7th 


CANTAB LOUNGETHIRD RAIL | 
Siues Jar SINGER/SONGWRITER SERIES 
CLUB 58, + Mon. December 8t 










SET DANCING 


Tue. December 9th 


CLUB PASS uM, 










OPEN MIC 
Wed. December 
LBA 
Bail Mae-si ala 
TRADITIONAL IRISH MUSIC 


MON-SAT @10PM, SUN 
W2:30PMSUN@SPM FROM 





OMMON GROUND, A Allstor 



















7 Medford Sc., Arlington Center 


COYOTE GRILLE, Ca 
DICK’S LAST RESOR s 
EKCO LOUNGE, Boston. “Female 0 


Seraight down Mass. Ave. from anywhere 


Ticket Info: 781.646.4849 


www.fireflyatnight.com 











DOOLIN CO CLARE KEVIN 
GRIFFIN & QUENTIN COOPER 


ENCORE, Boston. Stacy 8 
THE ENORMOUS ROOM, 


THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEMPLE. 












1 (617)7 > 





76-6896 or (617 M77 6-41 
ax: (617)776-3466 














THE EXCHANGE 
THE FIREPLACE, Srookiine. Cookie the S 
THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN, Bost 


GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. D 
GREEN DRAGON, Bosio 
GREEN STREET GRILL, 


HARPERS FERRY, Allston. Lucero, Damr 
wells er 
HENNESSY S. 
IRISH VILLAGE. 
day” with DJ Kelv 
JOE'S ON HIGH STREET, 
son Band 

JOHNNY D'S, Somerville. K 
THE KELLS, Aliston. “Get Ove 


hop, house. 
KENNEDY'S, 
LES ZYGOMATES, 8 
Latin Explosion 
LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. Chris Canty 
Greystreet, Lemonstone. 

LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL, W 
Wormtown Wednesday” with Brainless Won 
ders, Pathetics, Musclecah, Snakes & Ladders 
Goodbyes en Kid at the Back of the 
Bus, Becky Make 
MAN RAY, Camb idge “Crypt, 
and indu with D 
tem,” electro indus 





































goth synthpop 
id “Sys 
ce power-noise with 








DJ Hellraiser. 


MATRIX, 











Irish Pub © Restaurant*® 





stairs: Sou 
ORLEANS, Somerville. “Slow Mo” with DJ 
Mona 

THE PALACE, Saugus 
Reggae Christmas” with 
PARADISE LOUNGE. 


PARADSE ROCK CLUB, Bo 
Kar Den: 


PA'S LOUNGE, So 
PHOENIX LANDING 





Pa ; Be Fe 
een Tce Fa a Cambridge, MA 
THE PLACE, Boston. Diana Kart ’ (617) 377-9100 


THE PLAYGROUND. 
Dee ras B atta asl 








PLOUGH & STARS, 








PRAVDA 116, | CENTRAL SQUARE and MIT 
Alex & Felix ar 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, SSRIS cre es oe ees es ets 7 
THE RACK, 





EGER ECCI e latismatas) Garage. ‘Some restrictions apph. 


Continued on page 14 











3 EIGHT DAYS A WEEK TH 


PA ea 2 


Thursday Night; 
Sponsored Night 

Dj Mas-Spinnin 

Hip Hop and Top 40. 


Friday Night; 
Knowledge Night 

D} UppercutBringin you 
the ictest HipHop, Old 
School and Underground 


Saturday Night; 
ladies Night 

DJ Murray - 80's Dance, 
80's Ladies, and Top 40 


21+ every night, 

D's from 9:00 -1:00. 
Promotions every Thursday 
night; 10:00-12:00 


Come to the Avenue. Enjoy the 
game on one of our 16 TV sil 





ea maee aur) 
eT RSA G 
tit 
aaa sy 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5 
| SHELLEY WINTERS PROJECT 
| W/ B-LITE, THE ESDAILES 


& INVISIBLES 


SUN ea eo oa) 
MANGO’S 
Ee ee) 


DAY, DECEMBER 7 


CANDYLAND 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 8 
se ee Ea 
ag 
AMERICAN POLITICS 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9 
MARY MARY’S 
ALL-STAR KARAOKE 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10 
St tls 
aE V3 
ee a 
De 


ament 7 Nights 


www.milkywayjp.com 


N PHOENIX 


Continued from pone! 13 
REMINGTON'S, £ Boston. At 8:30 p.r 


RIVER GODS, ( 
SCULLERS 
SIT ‘N BULL PUB, May 


g 


SKY BAR 


SOPHIA'S, B 
nee SHACK 


TOP OF THE HUB, E Bost 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO 


T.T. THE BEAR'S PLACE 


VAPOR 8 
VERTIGO, Bos 


Mathw 


WALLY’'S CAFE, Bostor 
WONDER BAR, Alls 
ZEITGEIST GALLERY. 


THURSDAY 11 


ABBEY LOUNGE 
AN TAIN, 8 
AN TUANUA, 8 


ARIA, 8 
AVALON. 


THE AVENUE, Allst 


sky bar 


beh is hd Blah neon 


SPM DOOR/SPM SHOW - $7.00 
ee ey 
EU SUal 
Malet aU 
Bela Zi 


LA 
Cheated 
Ea 
rg 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2 
Cea 
UP Nez eR) 
Ry aL 
BANANA FISH ZERO (NYC) 


Peet Parad 
Ce ed 
eae 

meg i028 e391 2 
RUT ag 024 


ity Aa 
De Ld 
Br eee 
Ce aC eae Ue 
THE DEVICE 
Era Leta) 


617-623-5223 
518 SOMERVILLE AVE.. SOMERVILLE 
a dew ee amd 
WEBSITE: go.to/theskybar 


Petre 
; aoe 
CO ESsaterr ry 


69 Kilmarnock St (617) 2 


S adeM a ees Ly 


; OLD DOGS/NEW TRICKS: 
|. OPEN MIC (SIGN UP SPM) & SO FAR 
BANILOW 


| (¥OOD00 SCREW MACHINE) 

| AUDDITY (VALHALLA KITTENS) 

|AARON IN (ROCKETSCIENCE) 
ROBBY ROAD STEAMER 


LAURA SLAPIKOFF 


12/5 
AFTERPARTY @4eM®. oF TOLETBOYS) 


BIlopoP 
THE SIDE EFFECTS 
12/6 
DEEK (WBCN) & 
PureRockFury.com PRESENT 
ABSOLVE 
NEW SON RISING 
GREY CELL GREEN 
12/13 
WHITE 
JUNKCHIEF 
TORQUE 
12/20 
RUSSIAN BANDS: 
PAVLOV’S DOGS (TORONTO) 
BOSSA-NOGA (NY) 
CHEREDOVANIE 
12/31 


aa eal 
MS 
MEMADE PIES 
To mea ee eels 


(617) 247-8099 


Taner K spin 


_ S BAR, 


and progressive t 


BLARNEY STONE PUB, ( 
with DJ Scor 
BLUE CAT CAFE, 8 
BLUESTONE BISTRO 
BOSTON ROCKS, Bos 


BREEZEWAY BAR & GRILLE, A 


BUCK are ‘S, W 


nce w 


THE BUREN. S 


' Swinging Jot 
BUZZ | eprom EUROPA, 
&t Ww Stez 


CANTAB LOUNGE THIRD RAIL. 


ambridge 


Cc CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK Natick 


M 
CLUB CAFE 


CLUB 58, Qu 

ol with DJ 
CLUB PASSIM, Cambrid 
COMMON GROUND, 


DEVLIN Ss ‘LOUNGE. AND BAR, 
DICK S LAST RESORT, Boston. Deat! 


EKCO LOUNGE B 


and Mz 


EMBASS , Boston. At 1 


ENCORE. & Mich urrie 
THE "ENORMOUS ROOM, 6 


ay 


THE E ROOM AT THE seuss TEMPLE, 


var Cage vell. Violent 
THE EXCHANGE, B 


FELT, B 
THE FIREPLACE, Brookline 
GREEN BRIAR, Brighto 


GREEN DRAGON, E 
isda! STREET GRILL 


HANNAH'S $s 


HARPERS FERRY, A 
HENNESSY’S 

IRISH VILLAGE, Bright 

JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT. 


JOHNNY D'S. 
JOSE McINTYRE’S. 


KE 


KENNEDY'S, Bost 
LA BOOM, Bo 

LES ZYGOMATES, 8 
LIZARD LOUNGE 


MATRIX 


MATT MURPHY S,§ 
azz Ses 


wiDLE EAST 


MIDWAY CAFE 
THE MODERN 
ORLEANS. 


PARADISE LOUNGE 


PARADISE ROCK CLUB 


PARRIS, 8 
PHOENIX LANDING. 


ROGGIE'S 

THE ROXY, 8 
SISSY K’S, B 
SKY BAR es 


SOPHIA’S 


TIR NANOG, Somerville. Ronan “Fluffy” Quinn 
TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Chris Taylor Trio. 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. “Young Pro 
fessionals Club 


CATIE CURTIS performs at the Somerville Theatre on Friday. 


TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE, Cam 
21st AMENDMENT, Bo: 

VAPOR, Boston. ‘MC 

wit 4 nd R 


_— Boston. NYC 


VERTIGO, ¢ 


WALLY'S CAFE, Boston. Franc 
WESTERN FRONT. 
WEST STREET GRILLE 


WONDER BAR, Allst 


comed 


THURSDAY 4 


BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT 


CANTAB LOUNGET 


COMEDY STUDIO AT HONG 


IMPROV ASYLUM, £ A 


IMPROVBOSTON 


THEATRE mbridge 


JIMBO'S SOUTH RESTAURANT, Br 


NICK’S COMEDY STOP, & 
FRIDAY 5 


BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, 
BOSTON PLAYWRIGHTS’ THEATRE, Bost 


CONNECTION 


COMEDY 


COMEDY STU DIO AT HONG KONG 7 


DICK ‘DOHERTY'S AT THE CHINA BLOS- 
SOM, | 4 Mastrangelo, Ad 


MPROV ASYLUM 


IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE 


IC DEE’S 


NICK'S COMEDY STOP, 


NICK’S KOWLOON 
SATURDAY 6 


EEANIONn COMEDY VAULT, 


CHOPS LOUNGE, é 


COMEDY CONNEC TION 


COMEDY STUDIO aT PHONG KONG, Car 
hy, Arielle 
on, Chrissy 
LaVoie, Jesse Shapiro 
DICK DOHERTY’S AT THE CHINA BLOS- 
SOM, North Andover. Brad Mastrangelo, Adam 
Perlman, Myq Kaplan 


IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 8 & 1 


d Ambitio 


IMPROVBOSTON ‘THEATRE 


SUNDAY 7 


BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, E 


Open Mi 


CHARLES PLAYHOUSE 


COMEDY CONNECTION 


COMEDY STUDIO at HONG KONG. 


IMPROV BOSTON ‘THEATRE 


— 8 


OMED Y veces ON. 


L LizaRo LOUNGE 
NORTH SHORE MUSIC THEATRE 
TUESDAY 9 


COMEDY CONNECTION 


ee 10 


COMEDY ‘STUDIO AT HONG KONG 


M: 


IMPROV ASYLUM, & 


IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE 


THURSDAY 11 


BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, £ 


CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL 


COMEDY CONNECTION, Bostor 


COMEDY STUDIO AT HONG KONG 


h Mu y 
IMPROV ASYLUM Zoston. At 8 p.m 


IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Camb 
NICK'S COMEDY STOP. 8 


concerts 


THURSDAY 4 
NEW ENGLAND CONSERVATORY JAZZ OR- 
CHESTRA perfor a 


Gainsborough St., Bos 


FRIDAY 5 

ANDY BISKIN SEXTET performs at 8 p.m. at 
Institute of Contemporary Art Theater, 955 Boy/- 
ston St., Boston. Tickets $16, $12 for students. 
Seniors; (617) 354-6898. 


sat8p 


AOIFE CLANCY performs at 8 p.m 


PABLO ‘ABLANEDO ‘OCTET p 


mbridae Mult 


SATURDAY 6 
CHARLIE KOLHASE JAZZ ENSEMBLE 


DAVID DODSON 
GETBACK! 


JAZZ AT THE GARDNER 


AINE MINOGUE ¢ 


SYNCOPATION 


TONY MALABY TRIO ¢ 


SUNDAY 7 
KEN VANDERMARK’S FME per! 


CHILDSPLAY. See 


MONDAY 8 
TRACY + THE PLASTICS perfor 


TUESDAY 9 
A-NO-NE JAZZ TRIO pert 


DAVID BOWIE AND MACY GRAY 


WEDNESDAY 10 
TCHICAI/KOLHASE/FEWELL 


THURSDAY 1 1 
AINE MINOGUE , 


BERKLEE SINGERS ” SHOWCASE CON- 
CERT with Susa d Dennis M 


PAMELA RAFF, EVE AGUSH, ROSE GIO- 
VANETTI, ALEX IGLECIA, PATRICK CROW- 
LEY and others performat 9 p.m. at the 


SS 


THURSDAY 4 
BOSTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA CON- 
DUCTED BY KURT MASUR AND THE LIN- 





COLN CENTER JAZZ ORCHESTRA WITH 
WYNTON MARSALIS perform 


“se TRIO perfc 


p.m. at the h 


FRIDAY 5 
BOSTON CECILIA pr 


at 8 0 at th 
e 


HANDEL AND HAYDN SOCIETY CONDUCT 
ED bY GRANT LLEWELLYN f 


HARVARD-AADCUPFE © ORCHESTRA CON- 
DUCTED BY JAMES YANNATOS perio 


NEW SCHOOL OF MUSIC performs 


Schumann and Brahms at 8 p.m 


mest per 
SATURDAY = 


CAMBRIDGE MADRIG 


LONGWOOD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
CONDUCTED BY FRANCISCO NOYA 


LONGY SCHOOL OF MUSIC , 


ersity 
Medford, Free: (617) 627-4047 

BOSTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA CON- 
DUCTED BY KURT MASUR AND THE LIN- 
COLN CENTER JAZZ ORCHESTRA WITH 
WYNTON MARSALIS. S 

HANDEL AND HAYDN SOCIETY CONDUCT: 
ED BY GRANT LLEWELLYN. See listing 


VIENNA CHOIR BOYS. Se 


SUNDAY 7 
ART OF MUSIC CHAMBER PLAYERS pe 


Block 


SERKIN f 


LORRAINE HUNT LIEBERSON AND PETER 


MALCOLM LOWE AND WiCTOR ROSEN- 
BAUM F orks v 


NEW ENGLAND BRASS BAND 


TUFTS CHORALE AND SYMPHONY OR- 
CHESTRA performs wor 


ANA MARIA 


UGARTE AND SCOTT 
NICHOLAS ks f J 


DAVID WADE AND STEPHEN MARC BEAU- 


3 ON CECILIA g 
CAMBRIDGE MADRIGAL SINGERS 


HANDEL AND HAYDN SOCIETY CONDUCT- 
ED BY GRANT LLEWELLYN. See 


MASTERWORKS CHORALE. See 


MONDAY 8 


ALEA Ill pert works by 


TUESDAY 9 
BOSTON POPS present 


WEDNESDAY 10 
LEONARDO CIAMPRA give 


COLLEGIUM MUSICUM 


NEW ENGLAND ee SYMPHO- 
NY ORCHESTRA 


THURSDAY 11 
CHORUS PRO MUSICA 


NEW ENGLAND CONSERVATORY CON- 
CERT CHOIR AND CHAMBER SINGERS per 
orm works by Bach Buxtehude 


nd Ha 


Tavener. 


BOSTON POPS. See 


dance 


THURSDAY 4 
BOSTON BALLET periorms The 


FRIDAY 5 
LOSTmnS presen 


bridge. Tickets $1 


JEANNETTE NEILL DANCE STUDIO present 


SATURDAY 6 

BELLY DANCE PERFORMANCE 

BOSTON BALLET. See 

LOSTWAX. See listing 

JOSE MATEO'S BALLET THEATRE. See Is 
JEANNETTE NEILL DANCE STUDIO. Se 


TUFTS DEPARTMENT OF DRAMA AND 
DANCE. See listing for 


WEDNESDAY 10 
BOSTON BALLET. See listing 


THURSDAY 11 
RAMBAX WITH LAMINE TOURE 


BOSTON BAL! j 
JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THEAT! RE 


PARTICIPATORY 


THURSDAY 4 


FIESTA FLAMENCA 


NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS AND 


SCOTTISH COUNT RY DANCE 


TEMPORADA LATINA 
MERENGUE DANCE 


SALSA 


FRIDAY 5 
BALKAN DANCE is at 7 


DOUBLE DANCE ENGLISH COUNTRY 
DANCING AO CONTRADANCI NG 


om. at n’s M 


EIGHT DAYS A WEEK 
SATURDAY 6 


TUESDAY 9 


Waeeoeer 10 


ARGENTINE TANGO D 


30 DANCE 


DANCE 


NTERNATIONAL FOLK 
NTERNATIO 


NAL FOLK DANCING 


ISRAEL! DANCING 
ISRAEL 


FOLK DANCING 


MAMBO/SALSA CLUB 


WEPA SALSA SUNDAY DANCE 


MONDAY 8 


BULGARIAN/BALKAN DANCING 


ISRAEL! FOLK DANCE Continued on page 16 


Danny Faith is the “Psychology President” of 


the United States who has recently released 
a CD album of ten great hits. Secure your 
own copy by ordering over the phone or by 
letter. The telephone number is 781-674-1392 
and the address is #373, 405 Waltham St. 
Lexington, MA 02421-7934. Please allow four 
weeks for delivery and send check or money 
order to the address above. Thank you and 


God bless you. Signed Danny Faith. 
Just $16 + $4 S&H 


SUNDAY 7 
BOSTON BALLET. See 
€ T 7 1 dan Hall, 30 Gains oh St e: JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THEATRE. ‘ See list 
OLD SOUTH CHURCH pre 31a 585-112 ng for Thurs 
the Night rs Sat NORUMBEGA HARMONY OPEN READING is 


Menottis Amahi and 


"Fabulously...Entertaining" 
781 674 1392 


BOSTON BALLET’S THE NUTCRACKER continues its final run at the Wang 
Theatre through December 30. 
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3 EIGHT DAYS A WEEK THE B( 








TON PHOENIX 






















Continued from page 15 









e: (F s >iace, 110 Huntington Ave., Boston. Tickets 
GERMAN HOLIDAY FAIR is from 1 t h i d $125 
events pmational § 4 0 I a S HOLIDAY RECEPTION TO BENEFIT TOYS 
‘ 4 4 FOR TOTS f ot 
A E MANCE THURSDAY 4 
THURSDAY 4 BACK BAY HOLIDAY MARKET WEDNESDAY 10 


BIKE NIGHT TO BENEFIT MASSBIKE 






gay & 


AT pata lesbian 


SATURDAY 6 ‘pm. at Gab ern THURSDAY 4 
, > OVER 30 MULTICULTURAL LESBIAN RAP 








SATURDAY 6 
TING HOUSE HOLIDAY BACK BAY HOLIDAY MARKET t CLUB HOLLYWOOD LESBIAN DANCE 


NIGHT 





SATURDAY * 





EVE ENSLER deli 


Rothschild Lecture « Rac idcliff 









talks 
ARRON Sees 


FRIDAY 5 


readings 


LIZARD LOUNGE POETRY SLAM & JAM 












THURSDAY 4 












HENRY HORENSTEIN POETRY EXC 





SUNDAY az 


BACK BAY HOLIDAY MARKET 





APETER WHITE 
MINDI ABAIR 







MONDAY 8 e SATURDAY 6 
BACK BAY HOLIDAY MARKET. V BEYOND BOLLYWOOD 
MONDAY 8 j 
NAOMI! MYRVAAGNES BLACKSMITH HOUSE POETRY SERIES pande at 1 pm. att 
TUESDAY 9 4 ’ ding 4 trike t | Adult Ed 4 
— BACK BAY HOLIDAY MARKET 1) | Bom fatiinn (tate Adult Ed sets $ Ka 
t. 8 &10:30PM; Sun. 7 & SPM i pridge. Ticket PROJECT REMEMBER: A NATIONAL INDEX 
wllersjazz.com ADAM PACHTER $ e OF GRAVESITES OF NOTABLE = AMERI- 
; WEDNESDAY 10 OSTON UNIVERSITY FACULTY READING — CANS y y 
BACK BAY HOLIDAY MARKET. V te 1 Mt. Auburr et MLA 













wo 












MARGE PIERCY Va 

THURSDAY 11 N Aud SUNDAY 7 
NMAN SQUARE BY MOONLIGHT A PLACE TO CALL HOME 
CHALLENGE OF HOUSIt 
MASSACHUSETTS 











benefits Sep No orm Fae 6 NO Sr aonrac 


FRIDAY 5 ; WOMEN & GLOBALIZATION 
SALE TO BENEFIT FAMILY SERVICE OF TUESDAY 9 


ATER BOSTON DAVID BARO 






es 


| Ot)? Ro 
dat ted Val at 
State Street Garage 

















CONNECTION 5 


FANEUIL HALL 





THIS FRIDAY 






| thru SUNDAY! TTUMAN RIGHTS WARS & AMERICAS Re 





NICOLE KRAUSS AM. SPONSE 


Star of the TV show 
“The Hughleys,” from 
ABC’s “Jimmy Kimmel 
Live” and one of “The 
Original Kings of 
Comedy” 


D.L. HUGHLEY 
OD ls) Se oe 


Fro m SUNDAY 7 THE HOME FOR LIT- 


us- FRIDAY 5 


DIRE SERIES OPEN MIC 











nrenococnnronoccocnrocgcecen 


MARGE PIERCY reads tr Th SHARED BEGINNINGS, DIVERGENT 
at 7 fp t the b ksmit LIVES: DELINQUENT BOYS TO AGE 70 


EVENI NING OF MUSIC TO BENEFIT ‘HOSP tion $4-$ $ 666 ay Cel 
TALITY HOMES is at 8 5 DAVID REES. S« g for Thur bridge 
t.. B ckets $ WEDNESDAY 10 

482-4 SATURDAY 6 LISA BORDERS reads fror 

FACES OF “CAMBRIDGE TO BENEFIT OLGA BROUMAS AND JOYELLE Me- 

NATIONAL STUDENT PARTNERSHIPS witt ooo ead from a 





s- WEDNESDAY 10 

25 | “LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD UNCLOAKED 
?) | SEX, MORALITY ‘8 THE EVOLUTION OF A 
FAIRY TALE” 
BOSTON POETRY SLAM & OPEN MIC is at | stein at 


8 p.m inge, 738 Mass. Ave Church St., Cambr 


p 
Tickets $3 7 
THURSDAY 11 

C s WB. Yeats: A | “230 YEARS & COUNTING: THE BOSTON 

TLE WANDERERS AND ST. ANN’ S' HOME is “OPEN MIC AND POETRY SLAM" 0 at 6 p.m. at | TEA PARTY REVISITED” is a lecture by 
th from 4 to 75 Arlington St S and | Len Germi- the Askwith Lecture Hal 3 Appian Way Charles Bahne at 1 p.m. at the Old South Meet 
ai & Ho We] rd Boston. Tickets $40; (617) 248- 8688 d Coffee- | Cambridge. Free; (617) 661-1515 ng House, 310 Washington St., Boston. Tickets 

“RAISE THE ROOF FOR TOT LOT” PARTY r. Dona- | DICK LEHR & MITCHELL ZUCKOFF read _ $5; (617) 482-6439 

& SILENT AUCTION TO BENEFIT CAM- from their Judgement Ridge: The True Story’) “THE PHANTOM OF THE ‘ENGLISH’ 
Behind the Dartmouth Murders at 7 p.m. at | BAUHAUS: MODERNIST ARTISTS & ARCHI- 


ee ee ee 088 
oon’ 














er © 












dge. Free: (617 



















































bE | BRIDGEPORT CHILDREN’S CENTER is at 
af] 0 vd z 2:30 p.m. at Cambridgeport Children's Ce SUNDAY 7 Barnes & Noble, 660 Beacon St., Boston. | TECTS IN BRITAIN, 1937-1951” is a lecture by 
71 Cherry St., Cambridge. Free; (617) 868 ALISON BECHDEL reads from her Dykes, | Free: (617) 236-7448 Adam Powers at 6 p.m. at MIT, Am. 3-133, 77 











4274 Sundry, and Other Carbon-Based Life Forms Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Free; (617) 258-8438 

Sit T l ERING JOHN a say BS) To Watch out For at 3 p.m. at Center for New | THURSDAY 11 “VAGINA WARRIORS: AN EMERGING PAR- 
MONDAY 8 Words, 186 Hampshire St., Cambridge. Free; | ANTHONY M. SAMMARCO discusses his | ADIGM, AN EMERGING SPECIES” is a lec 

AMELIA EARHART AWARD LUNCHEON TO | (617) 876-5310 West Roxbury Then & Now at 7:30 p.m. at | ture by Eve Ensler at 4 p.m. at Harvard Univer 

with ARTIE LANGE BENEFIT THE WOMEN’S UNION is at | DIDI EMMONS reads from her Entertaining | West Roxbury Library, 1961 Centre St., West | sity, Askwith Lecture Hall, 13 Appian Way, Cam 


DE A I a PE = 11:30 am. at the Boston Marriott Copley | for a Veggie Planet at 2 p.m. at Newtonville | Roxbury. Free; (617) 325-3147 bridge. Free; (617) 496-3078. 
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Tickets 
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-133, 77 
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1 Univer. 
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OPEN STUDIOS 
CHARLESTOWN OPEN STUDIOS 


Y STREET 
Y 


ALIANZA GALLERY 






ALPHA GALLERY 


LERY 


BARBARA KRAKOW GAL 





BILL'S BAR 















Works Show 


ECLIPSE prea 








FRENCH LIBRARY AND CULTURAL CEN- 
TER (617-266-4351), 53 Marlborough S 


GALLERY NAGA (617 














M. 


Nancy Wagner, and others 
KIDDER SMITH GALLERY (61 
131 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat. 
p.m. Through Jan. 10: “Phil Bower 
Was Here.” Reception Dec. 5 
VATTITUDE GALLERY (617-927 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 1 
6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through Dec 
Dan McDermott: New Work in Bronze. 
MARTIN LAWRENCE GALLERIES (61 } 
4800), 77 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat 
10 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sun., 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Ongoing 
works by Picasso, Chagall, Warhol, Lichten 
stein, and more. 

MERCURY GALLERY (617-859-0054), 6 
Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m 
5:30 p.m. Dec. 6-Jan. 7: “Out of the Studio. 
MPG (617-437-1596), 450 Harrison Ave 
Suite 315 Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sun 
Mon., 1-5 p.m. Dec. 5-23: “Iilium.” Reception 
Dec. 5, 5:30-7:30 p.m 

NEW ART ON NEWBURY (617-267-7727) 
285 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sun., 11 a.m.- 
















PEPPER GALLERY 


PUCKER GALLERY 


SOUTH END 


ARS LIBRI 


GENOVESE/SULLIVAN GALLERY 






CLIFFORD-SMITH GALLERY 


GALLERY AT THE PIANO FACTORY 


HAMILL GALLERY OF AFRICAN ART 









HEALING & ARTS STUDIO (¢ 


KINGSTON GALLERY (61 











LEGACY GALLERY (617 








WILLIAM-SCOTT GALLERY BOSTON (61 


DOWNTOWN 
ARTEMIS GALLERY (617-338-41 





OTHER BOSTON 
NEIGHBORHOODS 
pegs WORKS GALLERY 
jorder St., East Boston 
‘Small Works @ Atlantic 
day Group Show.” Reception 










VeCc. O- 20 
rks: A Hi 
Dec. 6, 1-6 p.m 

BERWICK RESEARCH INSTITUTE (617 
442-4200), 14 Palmer St., Roxbury. Call for 
hours. Through Dec. 19: “Christy Georg: Artist 
n Residence. 

GALLERY AT GREEN STREET (617-5 
0000), 141 Green St., Jamaica Plain. Wed.- 
Sat., noon-5 p.m.; Tues.-Thurs., 6-9 p.m 
Through Jan. 10: work by Taylor Davis. 
HALLSPACE (617-989-9985), 31 Norfolk 
Ave., Boston. Fri.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Through 
Dec. 20: “Outside in 

PARADISE LOUNGE (617-562-8814), 967 
Comm. Ave., Boston. Nightly, 5 p.m. to late 
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CAMBRIDGE 
SOMERVILLE 
WATERTOWN 


L ASIA CAFE 
ART INTERACTIVE 


CAMBRI DGE CENTER FOR ADULT EDUCA 


TION 


CAMBRI DGE MULTICULTURAL ARTS CEN- 
TER 4 41S 


GALLERY AT BOSTON BIOMEDICAL RE- 
SEARCH INSTITUTE 


GREEK INSTITUTE 


HURST 





GALLERY 


KATHRYN SCHULTZ GALLERY 
MARK GALLERY 
MIDDLE EAST 4-EA 472 M 


MUDFLAT POT 
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THE BLUE GALLERY (617-354 








628 ), 20 Sacrame 


Fri. 9am-5 om 





Works Show. 
SOPRAFINA (617-498-06 
Somerville. Wed.-Sat 
5 p.m. Through Dec 
Guzman: Girls: in-Between 

1369 COFFEEHOUSE CENTRAL SQUARE 
(617-576-4600), 757 Mass. Ave., Cambridge. 
Daily, 8 a.m.-10 p.m. Through Jan. 31: “Ann 
Kircheimer: America’s Soul Washes away 
Amidst the Splendor. 

1369 COFFEEHOUSE INMAN SQUARE 
(617-576-1369), 1369 Cambridge St, Cam: 
bridge. Daily, 7 a.m.-10 p.m. Through Dec. 31 
Benefit Group Show for Artful Endeavors. 





VLADIMIR LEBEDEV’S UDHERA i SEGODNYA 
ee ones nora 













ZUZU 


BROOKLINE/NEWTON 


NEW ART CENTER IN NEW 





ZAFTIGS 


SUBURBS: SOUTH 
OUTH SHORE ART CENTER 


SUBURBS: NORTH 
ARTSPACE@16 


BRUSH ART GALLERY 


ESSEX ART CENTER (508 


GALANT GALLERY 


GALLERY OF MODERN ART 


REVOLVING 





MUSEUM 







SUBURBS: WEST 
CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK (¢ 


Mo 





DEPOT SQUARE GALLERY (7 
Mass. Ave. 


Lexington 








Sun., noon-4 p.m 
Jan. 4 Celebrate with Art 

EVOS ARTS INSTITUTE (978-251-8138 
Middle St., Lowell. Mon.-Fri., noon-5 p.m, 
5-10: “Octo-Mechanicus.” Reception Dec. 5, 6 
8 p.m 

WORCESTER CENTER FOR CRAFTS (508 
753-8183), 25 Sagamore Rd., Worcester. Fri 

3-8 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sun., 11 a.m 

5 p.m. Dec. 4-23: “Holiday Faculty Show & 
Sale.” Reception Dec. 4, 5-7 p.m. 





CAPE COD 


LYMAN-EYER 


ROBYN WATS! 


CAPE COD MUSEUM OF NAT URAL HISTO- 
RY (800-896-386 , 
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GALLERY 











ON GALLERY 


E ARTS 


A 
1 
z 
nm 


CAPE MUSEUM O) 


CHILDREN’S MUSEUM 


COMMON EALTH 





Stephen & Sybil Stone”; “Re 
going Message”; “Debra Weisbe 
face. 

— The 35-acre Scuipture Park is open daily 
8 a.m.-10 p.m. Free. Recent additions include 
David Berry's “Sphere IV." Through May 16 
Joseph Wheelwright: Stone Heads and Tree 
Figures. 

ERIC CARLE MUSEUM OF PICTURE BOOK 
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itzgerald Kennedy 
and political beginn 
most prominent families. 

LONGFELLOW NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE 
Continued on page 18 
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Zen 320 


Savory sushi in Brookline 


BY ROBERT NADEAU 


perience apanese restaura 
in Nyack, New York. | 1 
Sine 


the menu 


SOMETHING’S FISHY: all the fish at Zen 320 was excellent, although the 


wasn't brilliant 





bars owned by Korean-A1 cans that 
| had a hard time remen 
one I'd reviewed that was owned by 
Japanese-Americans. Prol 
or Tsunami 








ring the last 





y Oishii 


| don’t have a problem with this, and 


apparently most of you don’t eit 








does a Cr neg S 
restaurants? Well, there are qualit 
issues in sushi, such as how it’s cut, its 
freshness, and especially t juz 

the rice. Although the non-sushi |: 

ese food is the most standardized part 


of the menu, some places fry bet 
tempura than others, put mo 






tic vegetables in better stock ir e noo- 
dle soups, or have a nicer touch with 
the teriyaki dishes. The quality of the 
Korean food also varies a lot 

Zen 320 moved into the space 
merly occupied by Sawasdee, an unusu- 
ally good Thai restaurant of that second 
generation of Boston Thai restaurants 
Zen 320 isn’t at that level, but it’s a very 
competent restaurant of its type. And 
no restaurant that lists “pan-fried chick- 
en intestines” as a side dish on its take- 
out menu can be ignored 

Although we didn’t try the intestines, 
our best appetizer was a chef's special 
called “Dynamite” ($6.50). This turns 
out to be a little aluminum-foil rectangle 
full of sushi-quality seafood, grilled with 
a spicy mayonnaise — very good eat- 
ing. | especially enjoyed the surf-clam 
slices, which are a difficult sushi, but 
with a little grilling provide plenty of 
chew so you can savor the mayonnaise. 








sli 








The “Zen 320 s 1” ($6.5 
er good idea, combines th 
seaweed salad with some lettuce 


ce each of raw tuna, salmon, ar 











and won't miss anything if you choose 
a simple entrée. 

On the Korean side, the pa-jon 
seafood pancake ($9.95) is some 


what less eggy and more starchy than 








some I've had; this n work 
better if you want to eat it like < 
pizza, which it resembles. Al 
seafood in mine SOW 
you have is at np 











out four people, however 
More conventional items | sampled 
included a typically good oshitashi 


$3.50), a spinach-s 





fine white miso sour 
order of edamame ($3.50), ¢ 
beans in the shell with coarse salt 
You're supposed to work the beans out 

f the shells in your mouth, thus ab- 
sorbing the salt, and discard the hairy 
pods. I suspect most restaurant 
edamame come frozen, like the ones at 
my house, but these were badly thawed 
or reheated, so some were mushy and 
cold. The others were very good; green 
soybeans have a much more intense fla- 
vor than lima beans. 

My favorite entrée was salmon 
teriyaki ($9.95). This is really an Amer- 
ican development, but if you get the 
right sauce and don’t over-broil the fish, 
it is one of the best possible treatments 
for our fat, farmed salmon, and that’s 
the case at Zen 320. The sautéed mixed 
vegetables on the side — broccoli, car- 
rots, onions, and peppers — weren't as 
crunchy as the ones at Jae’s, but worked 
well with the salmon here. 

| also liked the version of spicy squid 
($11.95), a common Korean dish on 
this kind of menu, here soupier than 
some, the better to spoon onto a bowl 
of rice, and about two-asterisks hot. 
The squid was not overdone, and 
again there was a mix of vegetables, 



















Ol Mackerel (aimost alwa 
sashimi), three 


mackere 

















+ (617) 566-7800 
320 Washington Street, Brookline 
Open Mon-Sat, 11:30 a.m.—3 p.m. and 
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ption 
yut Zen 320 no 
dinner. The re 





an assortment of beer, including 
Japanese and Korean offerings 
Drinks also include seven cold sakes 
and one served hot 

The space is a narrow L shape with 
the long side in the back. It was never 
large, and the back dining room still 
seems kind of unfinished. Its real 
drawback, however, is overly loud, 
poorly chosen pop party music. This is 
Brookline, a suburb where people 
move to send their children to the 
good schools, so most of the cus- 
tomers go out to a restaurant to escape 
this kind of music, typically blared by 
the elementary- and middle-school 
children. High-school kids in Brook- 
line go out to restaurants, and some of 
them like sushi, but they don’t like this 
kind of music either — it’s what 
they’ve just outgrown. 

Robert Nadeau can be reached at 
RobtNadeau@aol.com. 
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131 BRIGHTON AVE, ALLSTON 


617-254-9759 
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BOSTON 
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ry 7+h, 


Celebrating Our 
5 


as Walthams Only Brewpub! 


I 

e Serving a Full Menu - 180 seat Restaurant 
¢ 8 Varieties of Fresh, Handcrafted Beer 

e Plenty of Parking Behind the Restaurant 
e Take Out & Kids Menu Available 


e Great Place to Watch your Favorit 


Teams with 5 TV's-! 


781-647-4000 
256 Moody St. Waltham, MA 02453 


Handicap Accessible 
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2003 ENGHT DAYS A WEEK THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


The following represent some of Greater Boston’s more noteworthy restaurants, some Boston 
Phoenix advertisers among them. Most of these listings have been distilled from our full-length 
reviews. Entrée prices are rounded to the nearest dollar. Restaurant hours, credit-card policy, 
and liquor information are not included, so be sure to call ahead. 


ALLSTON/BRIGHTON 


ESTONE BISTRO 


BHINDI BAZAAR INDIAN CAFE 


COMMON GROUNE 


TYPHOON 


BEACON HILL 
ARTU, 8 t 


CHARLESTOWN 
TANGIERINO, 83 Main St 


GRILL 23 AND BAR, 161 Berkeley S 


CHINATOWN 
CHAU CHOW CITY, 5 


Whether or not you have plans to see The Nutcracker, you 
can still get your fix of the holiday classic — and then 
some. On December 7 and 14, from 10:30 a.m. to 

12:30 p.m., the Four Seasons (200 Boyiston Street, Boston) 
presents its annual Nutcracker Brunch, including live 
music, Nutcracker characters, a take-home ornament, and, 
of course, a lovely brunch. The cost is $79 for adults and 
$25 for children; call (617) 351-2037 for reservations. 


BACK BAY 
ARMANI CAFE. 


BAJA MEXICAN CANTINA, 111 nouth St 0545. $10-$40 


vor and tenderness 
SIDE COSMIC CAFE, 4 


roast duck 
redecorated with 
KS, without losing the rococo, kitschy 
f the thing 
NEW SHANGHAI RESTAURANT, 21 Hudson 
St, Boston, (617) 338-6 $8-$17. China 
town’s venerable Szechuan palace refurbished 
and refocused on Shanghai cold appetizers and 
soy-based stews. Five-spice beef and duck 
lops with black-pepper sauce 
whole fish with 
0 sistently fine meal 
an e handsomely served. You could dress up for this 
RITZ-CARLTON DINING ROOM PEACH FARM RESTAURANT, 4 Tyler St 
t on), Bo 617 Boston, (617) 482-3332. $4-$34. One c 
smaller live-tank seafood restaurants in China 
town, Peach Farm takes advanta 
everything to the table really fas 
and fried anything really benefit, but do 
the braised chicken hot pot, perhaps the ta: 
chicken dish in Boston 
PEKING CUISINE, 10 Tyler St, Boston, (617 


e fish and 


$ Serves C. i entrées. 
nd sush 


Panini Bakery 
Get out of the cold 


lly winter quickl 


jays getting shorter 


t the right tin 


of your days 


t cuppa joe ar 


y approact 

, and the sky 
ne to be 
indoors, hud- 


id a good 


living along the Cam- 


5 


nth 


n Panini’s own hearty 


at nether re 


bit on the small side, but un 


$3.85). Also 


) available are mini-sand 


Ve tried the r 


ns to the sweet side, there are plenty of baked goods to rot your teeth 
, like the sinfully sticky cinnamon twists ($1.75) and the oh-so-rich pecan coffeecake 
($2.75). Try the blueberry-peach turnover ($2.75), or a massive tart ($3) so laden with 
fruit it’s impossible to eat without making a mess. And then there’s Panini’s special take 
Dense and lumpy, dusted with cornmeal, these scones are unlike any 


other. Standards like raisin ($1.60) are available, but we prefer the more savory varieties 


like cranberry-walnut or raspberry-ginger ($1.75). The choices vary from day to day; get 


the 


ere in the morning for a bigger selection (or wait until closing to get what’s left at two- 


5 you head out your door for a rainy-afternoon caffeine fix, save some time 
and room for lunch. And if you finish your book before your free coffee refill, there’s a 


ust outside for 


something else to read. 


Bakery, located at 408 Washington Street, in Somerville, is open Monday 
through Friday, from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., and on Saturday and Sunday, from 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Call (617) 666-2770. 


PEKING TOM’S LONGTANG LOUNGE 


al cafe 
Ss than most 
You could 
jow foon palace, but 
er and scallion 
t-and-pepper 
squid 
YAN’S BEST PLACE, 52 
1 3. $7-$ nondescript store 
it, old-school Can- 
See if you can get 
ome of the specials 
regular menu you 
he house special seafood 
e seafood dishes with garlic 
ed duck Buddha's delight, and 
pearls dessert’ for dessert 


COPLEY/PRUDENTIAL 
BRASSERIE JO, 120 Huntington Ave. (Colon- 
nade Hotel), Boston, (617) 425-3240. $9-$27. 
Traditional Parisian bistro flavors with some 
hearty Alsatian dishes. A clone of a second 
restaurant by Chicago's Alsatian chef Jean 
Joho, this is a remarkably useful restaurant for 
the Colonnade Hotel, the Symphony-Prudential 
area, and anyone who happens by for breakfast 
sh, dinner, drinks, or a late graze. Unusually 
for the ‘90s, the big flavors are in the entrées. 


q 1 important cabbage and po- 
tato statements on the side. 
MARCHE MOVENPICK, 800 Boyiston St. (Pru 

Bost 578-9700. $5-$18 

nter were reincamated as a 

restaurant, it might resemble this giant outpost 
of Swiss megachain Mévenpick. You move 


DORCHESTER/MATTAPAN 
GALVIN'S HARP AND BARD, 109 
Ave., Dor 17) 265-2 


porting 


BA Morton St 
$16. A tiny 
building and two-table restaura It around an 
exposed brick oven. Basically take-out, and 
what you want are the exquisite pork ribs, slowly 
defatted and perfectly balanced between 
and spicy. The rest is hit or miss. Late h 
Thurs. through Sun 
UNITED HOUSE OF PRAYER KITCHEN, 206 
Seaver St, Boston, (617) 442-0105. $6-$8. 
Cheap, wholesome, and filling soul food is the 
daily offering at this squeaky-clean cafeteria in 
the basement of the extensively rehabbed Unit 
ed House of Prayer for All People in the former 
Elma Lewis Schoo! 


DOWNTOWN/WATERFRONT 
AURA, One Seaport Lane (Seaport Hotel 
Boston Waterfront, (617) 385-4300. $19-$32. 
Chef Ed Doyle's food can be handsome, but at 
these prices, you have a right to expect a perfec- 
tion that the flavors don't always deliver. And 
Aura’s hotel-lobby set-up is clearly more orient- 
ed toward conventioneers than natives 
Desserts, however, are consistently original and 
gorgeous. 

CALITERRA, 89 Broad St. (Wyndham Hotel) 
Boston, (617) 348-1234. $14-$28. We don't 
know why the Wyndham Hotel chain decided to 
put a Cal-ltalian dining room only a few biocks 
from the North End. (Anyone can see why they 
were willing to spend big on a converted office 
building two blocks from Quincy Market.) But 
their risky move can pay off for Boston diners 
willing to spend French-food money on Italian: 
style dining with the luxurious tone, fancy ingre- 
dients, and spacious setting of a grand dining 
room. If you can get past the perfect foie gras 
have the clam chowder, the roast lamb loin or 
duck breast, and the hazeinut chocolate frozen 
zabaglione. Dress up some, although the hotel 


— Chris Cooke 


2 me as they are 


THE CHART HOUSE, 


lobster club sandwich, or veal meal 
room for cranberry cornbread 
dessert 
EPIPHANY, 107 South S 
7999. $15-$22 (lunch 

sian-fusion food in a darkly mode: 
setting. Actually an oddly shaped 

in which the long dining room leads back to t 
bar. Our reviewer praised the “mixed grill” appe- 
tizer of skewered meats, the seafood risotto and 
tea-smoked duck, and the inexpensive flourless 
chocolate cake. 

FAJITAS & 'RITAS, 25 West St., Boston, (617 
426-1222. $8-$12 casual Tex-Mex 
restaurant and m, is provided 
mostly by the customers, who cover the walls 
with crayon graffiti 

LUCKY'S RESTAURANT, 355A Congress St 
Boston Waterfront, (617) 357-5825. $8-$15 
Retro bar with semi-retro prices and pretty de 
cent food. The weeknight crowd is digiserfs for 
drinks and dinner, with lonely guys continuing 
later in the bar. Our picks are the smoked-chick- 
en quesadilla, Bella's meatloaf, and BYO 
earplugs 

MAISON ROBERT, 45 School St, Boston 
(617) 227-3370. $17-$32. Traditional French 
cuisine with a few contemporary touches. Large 
portions. This is actually two restaurants in one 
— a formal dining room upstairs (jacket and tie 
required) with entrées starting at $17, and a 
more relaxed and romantic café downstairs 
MANTRA, 52 Temple Place, Boston, (617) 542 
8111. $22-$37. Mantra is like an avant-garde 
restaurant in New York: expensive, fascinating, 
intellectual, and scandalous. The food, however, 
iS Novel and excelient, isolating individual Asian 
Indian spices in nouvelle cuisine presentations. 
MERITAGE, 70 Rowes Whart (Boston Harbor 
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wall Dr 








WOODY'S GRILL & TAP, 58 


IL PANINO BISTRO, 295 


JAMAICA PLAIN 
ARBOR ft 







SILVERTONE 





THE DOGWOOD CAFE 
























TOW ist JP SEAFOOD CAFE 







SANTARPIO’S, 111 





EL ORIENTAL DE CUBA, 41 


a 





























THE FENWAY ALLORO. 
BANGKOK CITY RESTAURANT, $12-$ 


ue aid, ga h 1 beef CAFE RAVELLO, 4 
LONGHORN STEAKHOUSE, 401 t 


y gop 0 t LIMONCELLO, 1 
SORENTO’S ITALIAN GOURMET, 8 44 $28 





West Side Lounge 
ginger martini 
"Tis the season for spice 












Dropping leaves and temperatures call for 
certain spices, flavors that tingle on your 
tongue after summer fruits have faded out 
of season. Peaches, blueberries, and hon- 
eydew are decidedly of the warmer 
months, purely sweet and simple. Come 
fall and winter, though, tastes get slightly 
more complex. Ginger, for example, is not 
a summer flavor. And all winter long, the 
West Side Lounge is offering a ginger mar- 
tini, made with Skyy Vodka infused with 
candied ginger and a splash of lemon 
juice, then chilled and served straight up. 
The drink captures ginger exactly, with 
that same warm bite at the back of your 
throat, that same hot, sweet ginger kick. 
Its multi-layered, complicated flavor is 
perhaps more challenging than the fruity 
















Cambridge. Call (617) 441-5566. 


parlor with food better than most “Northern Ita 





















MONICA'S. 


m 
an 


EAST BOSTON ished fish tore. so you krow everthi 





SOUTH END 
ANCHOVIES, 433 | 


CAFFE UMBRA 


CLERYS ON COLUMBUS. 





stuff of summer — and no doubt a little more satisfying on a raw December night. 6841. $16-$21. Sho 
Available through spring for $7.50 at the West Side Lounge, 1680 Mass Ave, in 





THE DELUX CAFE & LOUNGE, 100 Char 














GRILLFISH, 162 Columbus Ave 











ICARUS 


STAURANT POMODORO. 


MING'S CAFE 


TERRAMIA 


Somebody's apparently been good at Le Méridien (250 
Franklin Street, Boston) this year, because Santa's paying 
several visits to the hotel’s Café Fleuri. On December 6, 13, 
and 20, from noon to 3 p.m., the restaurant hosts a Choco- 
late Bar with Santa, a decadent buffet of holiday desserts. 
And on December 7, 14, and 21, from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., 
it’s Sunday Jazz Brunch with Santa, with performances by 
the Victorian Carolers and a visit from Mr. Claus himself. 
The Chocolate Bar is $27 for adults and $15 for children 12 
and under; the Jazz Brunch is $49 for adults and $19 for 
children 12 and under (both events are free for children 
under four). Call (617) 956-8751. 





CLAREMONT CAFE 


THAI VILLAGE. 


riled shrimp searea THEATER DISTRICT 
3s, The front win- | LEGAL SEA FOODS ‘ 


Caribbean dishe: 
Bar 
MCCORMICK & SCHMICK’S. 
Ave. (Park P 


3999 





Legal’s at what L 
offer more resta 

sauces, bar special 
airmail oysters. It's 
more expensive than Legal's, t 

PF. CHANG’S, 8 Park Plaza (Transportation 
Bidg.), Boston, (617 821. $9-$18. Hey, 
a chain, and some of the food isn't really Ch 

nese. Stick carefully to dumplings, seafood, sal 

ads, and the chocolate torte (!), and you'll want 
to visit all 25 other branches. Another tip might 
be to follow Shanghai specialties like the red: 
sauced wontons and lemon scallops. 

ROCK BOTTOM BREWERY, 115 Stuart St 

Boston, (617) 742-2739. $10-$16. Where have 
all the brewpubs gone? Well, 27 Brew Moons 
were merged into Rock Bottom Breweries. The 
beers are more constant, especially in the lighter 
styles, while the food has become more pre 
dictable, albeit moderately pnced and served in 
immense portions. Our critic advises skipping 
the appetizers and anything quasi-Mexican, and 
having a steak or the alder-smoked salmon, and 
Key lime pie. The quick service is an asset in the 
Theater District whether you're dining before or 
after a show 

TEATRO, 177 Tremont St., Boston, (617) 778- 
rt menu. Loud, crowded, 
dark space. But like Europe, like Rome. Dress to 
mingle with movie stars, and maybe eat some 
terrific Italian food, like a luminous ribolita (that's 
a white-bean soup), a slow-cooked pork shank 












— Nina MacLaughlin 
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Amid all your holiday gorging, it’s good to take some time | 
out for education — of the liquid sort. On December 6, Ri- | 
alto (Charles Hotel, 1 Bennett Street, Cambridge) contin- | 
ues its fall wine series with “Home, Sweet Rhéne,” a 
class exploring several of California’s best winemakers 

and “their interpretations of traditional viognier, rous- 

| Sanne, syrah, grenache, and mourvédre wines.” The cost 

of the class, which begins at 11 a.m., is $45; call (617) 

661-5050 to reserve a seat. 


Mas 


CENTRAL SQUARE 












MARY CHUNG RESTAURANT 


INMAN S 


QUARE 










EAST CAMBRIDGE 
ATASCA, 279A Broadway 








KENDALL SQUARE/MIT 
ria Ma MANHATTAN SAMMY'S, 1 Kenda 


HARVARD SQUARE 
BOMBAY CLUB, 57 JFK 


Cambridge 
























texture and charcoal flav 
kebab. Good breads. 
CHEZ HENRI, 1 Shepard S 
354-8980. $17-$22. A classi 
a Cuban flair: loud, casual, 
ng. Try the steamed mussels 
broth, blanquette de veau on egg noodk 
frite with sofrito and fnes, t 
lemon inut tartlette. Cuban ba 
able until midnight, Fridays thro 
CRAIGIE STREET BISTROT, 
Cambridge, (617) 49 

quality country Fr 
clubby West Cambridge neighborhood 
must-visit for food lovers T 
wonderful things with vegetal 
rooms, starches, fish, poultry, te 
simple salade compose. Make 
dessert with ice cream or sorbet 
mai and only moderately expe’ 
if you can time it for the $29-afte 
course specials 

FIRE & ICE, 50 Church St, Cambridge, (617 
547-9007. $13.75.- Fast, fun, and flexible. Fire 
& Ice crosses Benihana with a salad bar, so you 
mix and match ingredients and sauces for a stir 





























2 PORTER SQUARE 
a | CHANGSHO, 1712 Mass 











whatever the whiteboard spec 
Continued on page 22 














EIGHT DAYS A WEEK 


75 MICROBREWS ON TAP 


You'll Have No Trouble Getting Into The Holiday Spirit. 


ae, 


e A ; 
Book Your »#¥”@leck: 


278 Derby Street 
in Historic Salem 
978.745.BEER 


112 Canal Street 61 Brookline Avenue 
Near North Station 


617.896.BEER 


Opposite Fenway Park 
617.536.BEER 


BOLD AMERICAN FOOD. AWARD WINNING BEER. 


WWW.BEERWORKS NET 


stay for a drink 


come for the art 


Be part of the MFA’s stylish social scene on the 
Friday of every month. Enjoy signature ¢ 5, 


Avenue of the Arts 
465 Huntington Avenue 
€ = Boston. Massachusetts 02115 
BOSTON = www.mfa.org 


Continued from page 21 


CHRISTOPHER'S 


BOMBAY BISTRO 


MATT MURPHY'S 


YOKOHAMA 


APPETITO 


ARIADNE 44 W 


LAM’S RESTAURANT, & 


LE SOIR BISTRO, 51 


ee en 


You know an event will be good when its 
organizers recommend taxis. Such is the 
case with the Harpoon Beer Dinner at 
Tremont 647 (647 Tremont Street, Boston) 
on December 8. The dinner features a 
reception followed by a four-course dinner 
of such dishes as Harpoon IPA—simmered 
El Salvadoran chili, Harpoon Munich 
Dark—braised boneless short ribs, and grill- 
roasted-apple crépes. The event begins at 
6:30 p.m. and the cost is $45 ($40 for 
Friends of Harpoon); call (617) 266-4600. 


NIKO'S RESTAURANT. 


OISHII, 61 


better Manhattan 
pastrami category 
y atmosphere. The only 
f you're hungry again 
Harvard St. (Brookline 
Village), Brookline, (617) 731-9778. $7-$20. 
Glatt kosher attempts at the classic dishes of 
pork-loving China, succeeding perfectly with 
the steamed si S, and pretty well with 
pan-fried dur 


restaurant th: 
delis in the all-impc 
Warm, non-exclusio' 


plant and string beans. 


THE INDEPENDENT, 75 Union Square 
Somerville, (617) 440-6021. $15-$23. It looks 
like an Irish pub, and the servers have thi 

lit, but the kitchen is into adapting the 
Classics to seasonal produce. Have an appet 
soup, the grilled local squid with chickpea fries 
seared scallops, and any dessert with ice 
cream. If the wine list doesn't interest you, there 
are 12 beers on tap. The ini rowd was very 
young, but interested in serious dining. 
JOHNNY D'S UPTOWN RESTAURANT, 17 Hol 
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JOSHUA TREE. 


Somerville, (6 


AEGEAN RESTAURANT. 
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CAFE MISONO AND SUSHI BAR 


HARRY'S RESTAURANT. 
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ingredients 
fist. Search 
and any dish t 


TUSCAN GRILL, 


nushroom polenta 
des grilled fish 
Waltham, 
focused on 
Ctually featuring 
p, Steak, and 
Italian boutique 
more than it claims 
e in a room infor 
iss the gnoc 


h for 


duckling, 
restauran| 
Food good en 


yilled di rrific wines, 1 
VILLAGE SUSHI AND GRILL 


3oslindale 4. $9-$25 





BLUESTONE BISTRO 


Long known by locals as the perfect 
start to a night out, now Bluestone Bistro 
will be there for the morning after! 
Serving classic homemade brunch from 
10 in the morning until 2 in the afternoon 
on Saturdays and Sundays, Bluestone 
Bluestone Bistro is the ideal way to take care of | yaa aaa 
: the morning after, the night out 
ikaege) right down to the beer on tap! With a 
ys comfortable atmosphere, friendly 
S mr peas service, and an eclectic selection of TR 
ar es pasta entrees, salads and customized 
Pizza & pizzas ~ price range $7-$13 ~ Bluestone 
Pasta Joint Bistro is the perfect way to start the day. 
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Open Mic ~ Thursday Nights 


BLUESTONE BISTRO 
wor 1799 Commonwealth Ave. 


039 Brighton ~ 617-254-8309 
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BURRITOS + TACOS y F . 
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QUESADILLAS + ENCHILADAS creed he IPE id 


restaurants Boston has ever had. 
Be Ras 


BEST OF BOSTON” CHICKEN Cambridge sandard, and one ofthe best indian Style | 


2 LB. | 
LOBSTER | 
| $24.95 | BOSTON 
227B Huntington Avenue 
1105 MASS AVE 617-867-9700 
3 LOCATIONS: CAMBRIDGE DORCHESTER 


1720 mass ave., campeioce 617-256-7400 © near Harvard Square a ad — sug 
el eet: 
149 FIRST AVE., CAMBRIDGE + 617-354-5550 617-661-2937 917-929-3900 
1294 BEACON ST, BROOKLINE * 617-739-3900 Mon-Sat 1 1am-9:30pm 


www.shantiboston.com 
Expires 10/10/03 
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Sandwiches } ve tt ORC aU) 
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Burritos 
Salads 
Soups 
Smoothies 
Frozen Yogurt 


1038 Beacon St, Brookline 


St Mary's T Stop 14A Westland Ave. Boston, MAl 
Call 617.739.2030 Near Symphony Hail 
Fax 617.739.2020 s 378 Center Street, (617)-236-7907 


open Mon - Thu 11:20-8:00 Jamaica Plain, MA Delivery Avatanie 
vi ~ Sat 11:00 - 7:00 Ree paar 
cen 12:30 - 7:008m 617) 522 5386 Studemt Manu Avaitabte 











SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Quitting Smoking 
Now Greatly Reduces Serious Risks to Your Health. 
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Dumptruck 


Tim Burgess, Ja 


Elvis Costello and Ste. 
Brodsky Quartet 


BY FRANKLIN SOULTS . it 3 Doors Down, Tantric, and Shinedown 


Bi in Public Enemy’s heyday, the 
underground was just a place where 
rappers started their bum rush of the : 
stage, the government, all that Heaven 6 : a 
would allow, before they went on to ; 
mainstream success. But after too many 

bloody deaths and a new hip-hop gener- 


Nanci Griff 


ation’s birth, after rampant commercial- 

ization and the culture’s amazing global 

dispersion, after corporate crises and JC Chasez. 0 

the invention of digital cottage indus- 617) 423-NEX 

tries, now the underground has become Jane's Addiction, Marilyn Manson 
an honorable destination in itself. Which coe 

means that the complacent anti-pop- 
ulism so prevalent in indie rock has 
come to infest the hip-hop vanguard 
too. At their best, indie-rappers have ' ee 
ways of making their insularity work for Gian we Naa —— 
them, burying their meanings in com- 


Sevendust and Ill Nino, January 
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plex beats, or cheap production, or a 
Continued on page 18 
Jon Stewart, March 20 at 


CREDIT TKTKTKTKTTK 


lickeTS $10. $5 Fon STuOENTS SENIORS 


vin i S vary i i a i “ G N Li ut t aa Bis CALL OR VISIT TELECHARGE CoM BO0-447-7400 


The First in a Play Reading Series at The Shubert The: AYES Sot camer DT DRAMA DiALos DOWNTOWN PRESENTED BY 
FEATURING Tony* Award- winner Denis O'Hare and Karen MacDonald Directed by STEVEN MALER THE WANG CENTER AND Tae PooUuSKA FAMILY FOUNDATION 
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R.E.M. , j Pirates Of The Caribbean 
The Best Of R.E.M - The Curse Of The Black Peari 
In Time 1988-2003 (2-Dise Collector's Edition) 


DVD 


in coupons from Virgin Megastore and other, great places 


——— - sfuye ke A\2 ATE : 
The Offspring Hybrid Os! INO inl SPRAY OF SIVINGS! Steve Lawler The Beatles - A Private View 
Splinter Morning Sci-Fi Lights Out 2 By Robert Freeman 
Available 12/9 Big Tent Entertainment 
Book 
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The Work Of Director Scarface (Two-Disc Terminator 3 Eddie izzard Kalifornia The Lord Of The Rings 
Chris Cunningham Anniversary Edition) Rise Of The Machines Circle DvD The Return Of The King 
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PS2. NGC, XBOX 


Uj N D ER : 1 0 Alicia Keys Dave Matthews Band 


Songs In A Minor Everyday 


Choose from 100s of Hits & Favorites! — ee 


CDs: Christina Aguilera - Missy Elliott - Eve 6 - David Gray - The White Stripes - R. Kelly - Madonna and more! 
DVDs: Fort Apache - The Bronx « Joe's Apartment - G.I. Jane - The Lucy Show « Norma Rae and more! 


( Get into the Spirit of Giving! 





MasterCard )¢}_ will donate $1 per purchase to Music For All Seasons! 


a 
} 
Use your MasterCard card at any Virgin Megastore and we | 
| 
Valid 12/5/03-12/31/03. Donation not to exceed $50,000. | 
j 
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Boston: 360 Newbury st. 617-896-0950 \MEGASTORE 


Holiday Gifts. Part of The Complete Collection. 4 VIRGINMEGA.COM) 


“11/4-12/25. While supplies last. Select titles only. Offer valid in US Virgin Megastores only. Offer not available online @ virginmega.com or at Virgin airport locations. 


oe DVDs * Books - Games - Fashion - Personal Electroni 





he Harvard Film Archive's fourth annu- 

al festival of new films from Europe is 

actually the second one in 2003, since 
the festival #3 took place in January. But 
even European films that haven’t found an 
American distributor are often more 
thought-provoking than their American 
counterparts, and reason enough to take a 
break from holiday shopping. Here’s a com- 
plete rundown. 


SON FRERE/HIS BROTHER 


Two years ago at the Berlin Film Festival, 
Patrice Chéreau won the Golden Bear for 
his intense Intimacy. This year Chéreau, 
who’s also a stage director (he’s responsible 
for the Pierre Boulez Ring at Bayreuth) 
brought Son frére to the 
Berlinale and collected the | 
Silver Bear for Best Director. | 
This one is even grittier than | 
Intimacy: older brother 
Thomas (Bruno Todeschini) | 
wastes away from hemophilia | 
while younger brother Luc 

(Eric Caravaca) watches helplessly. Son 
frére has been described as “a film about the 
body: about the disintegration of a 

body. . . . It examines the skin and its fur- 
rows, its fine hairs and beads of perspira- 
tion; it is also an exploration of bruises, red- 
dened scars, suppuration and stains on the 
bedclothes.” In other words, a “nature 
morte.” And Chéreau delivers; the hospital 
scenes are especially harrowing. Thomas 
and Luc, however, are whiny, self-pitying, 
and pretentious, so the human touch is 
missing. In French with English subtitles 
(95.minutes) December 5 at 7 p.m. 


— Jeffrey Gantz 


JESUS, DU WEIBT/ 
JESUS, YOU KNOW 


Ulrich Seidl’s austere Austrian documen- 
tary captures on camera the prayers of an 
apparently random group of Catholics at 
various churches throughout the 
country. Unrelentingly sober, the 
camera returns to the same individu- 

als as they ask Jesus for guidance in 
matters both trivial (parents who 

don’t understand) and profound (a 
crisis of faith). Seidl rarely follows 

his subjects outside their churches, 
intruding on their home lives only to 
show their isolation; any interaction 
between characters is strictly limited. 
Speech in the film is directed toward 
Jesus as prayer; there is no sense of 
these people as individuals with lives 
beyond the Church. Eventually, sto- 

ries emerge, including one about a 
couple whose different faiths cause a 

rift and another whose shared reli- 

gion becomes a hindrance when one 
joins a monastery. These stories are 
bleak at best, fractured glimpses of 
one-sided tales. Deeply religious but 
never joyful, this is the Church as 
confessional, but not necessarily 
merciful. In German with English 
subtitles. (87 minutes) December 5 
at9p.m 


— Brooke Holgerson 


OLTRE IL CONFINE/ 
BEYOND THE BORDER 


Set during the war in Bosnia, Swiss 
director Rolando Colla’s film teeters 
uneasily between finger wagging and 


At the Harvard Film Archive 
December 5 through 17. 


film 
Beyond borders 


New European films at the HFA 


tear jerking. World War II veteran Carlo 
(Giuliano Persico) is dying in a veterans’ 
home near Torino. His daughter, Agnese 
(Anna Galiena), is taking a bath and does- 
n’t answer the phone when they call to tell 
her. Reuf (Senad Basic), a Bosnian refugee, 
wants to help the doctor who helped him, 
so he sits up with the old man and, in the 
morning, takes him for a wheelbarrow spin, 
but their jaunt is interrupted when Reuf is 
arrested for having no papers. Carlo dies; 
Agnese helps Reuf escape and takes him in, 
but he’s determined to get to Switzerland. 
A visa has been obtained for his younger 
daughter, Ada (Bojana Sljivic), who’s in a 
Bosnian hospital, but there’s no one to go 
for her, so Agnese makes the trip; when she 
finally arrives at the hospital, however, Ada 
doesn’t want to leave. 

Oltre il confine is all 
about the borders that 
humans put up between 
one another. It enjoys 
tough, gritty perform- 
ances, particularly from 
Galiena, but there’s also 
lots of preachy newsreel footage indicting 
Italy, Switzerland, and the rest of us for not 
stopping the war, and many subtitles on my 
video copy were illegible. Colla keeps the 
suspense going till the very end; then, when 
you expect an emotional payoff one way or 
the other, he switches into documentary- 
report mode and you’re distanced from the 
outcome, In Italian with English subtitles. 
(104 minutes) December 6 at 7 p.m. and 
December 12 at 9:15 p.m. 


— Jeffrey Gantz 


EN CONSTRUCCION/ 
WORK IN PROGRESS 


José Luis Guerin shot this excellent film 
over the 18 months of the construction of a 
modern apartment complex in an old barrio 
of Barcelona. Revealing the project from 
numerous angles and points of view, 
Guerin’s camera enters the lives of several 





OLTRE IL CONFINE: Anna Galiena and 


Senad Basic break down their own borders. 
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JESUS, DU WEIBT: Ulrich Seidl’s Austrian documentary depicts the Church as 


deeply religious but never joyful 


inhabitants of the neighborhood, among 
them a young prostitute and her boyfriend, 
and assists at the conversations and labors 
of several workers. 

Early on, a Roman cemetery is found at 
the construction site. This discovery allows 
Guerin to relate the building project 
which already illuminates so much about 
class, culture, economic development, and 
the 20th-century history of Spain — to a 
vaster time scale and to make it a focus for 
the human encounter with death, as neigh- 
bors watch and discuss the excavation of 
ancient bones. This encounter and the con- 
nection to the ancient past are also the 
themes of a superb sequence in which vari- 
ous barrio apartments become screening 
rooms for a TV broadcast of Land of the 
Pharaohs, Howard Hawks’s great film 
about the building of the pyramids. 

Guerin’s is an art of slight reframings, of 
changes in angle on the same scene, as a 
way to explore people’s lives without dram- 
atizing them and without implying a 
progress toward some final certainty or all 
encompassing vision. Unlike many docu- 
mentary filmmakers, he refuses to place 
himself (or the viewers of the film) in the 
position of moral truth. This restraint 
makes En construccion all the more fasci- 
nating and revealing. In Spanish and 
Catalan with English subtitles. (125 min- 
utes) December 6 at 9 p.m. and December 
15 at9p.m 

— Chris Fujiwara 


VAI E VEM/COME AND GO 


The late Joao César Monteiro wrote, direct- 
ed and stars in this film, the one entry in 
the series we weren't able to preview. He’s 
a solitary widower who wanders around 
Lisbon in desultory fashion until he hires a 
young woman to straighten up his book 
collection and his son is released from 
prison. Portuguese critics mostly loved it 
one disappointed viewer, howevet 
66 shots in three hours and 
nothing new” and “nothing but an old 
man’s fantasizing with young servants.” In 
Portuguese with English subtitles. (179 
minutes) December 7 at 7 p.m 

— Jeffrey Gantz 


described it as 


ONDSKAN/EVIL 


Sixteen-year-old Erik Ponti (Andreas 
Wilson) has a tendency to punch the crap 
out of his schoolmates, and no wonder: at 
home he’s subjected to beatings by his nasty 
stepfather. Sent away to a boarding school, 
Erik is intent on making good, but the 


school itself condones brutality: discipline is 


left to aristocratic upperclassmen wh« 
tematically beat and humiliate their cl 
This particular take on prep-school sac 

by Mikael Hafstr6m would seem improba- 
ble if it weren’t drawn from a be li 
autobiography by Jan Guillou 

teachers and the administration re: 

ignore the bloody confrontations that 
happening right under t 

the "50s, the story 


history teacher who instructs st 


en features 
udents on 
the physical manifestations of racial sur 
ority. The violence is graphic and Erik 
struggle familiar, but Wilson’s restrained 
performance — and that of Henrik 
Lundstrém as his bookish roon 
makes this particular revenge 

In Swedish with En 
(114 minutes) December 12 at 7 p.m 
December 13 at 9 p.m 


e nerds 


resonate 


ish subtitle 


THIS LITTLE LIFE 


It’s not often, outside of Disney and 
DreamWorks flicks, that a character wh« 
could fit in the palm of your hand steals th 


show, but that’s what happens in the Sarak 


Gavron’s understated British 
Little Life. 


Sadie (Kate Ashfield) grimacing and s 


The film opens wit 


ing, struggling to hold onto the baby in 
her until it becomes viable. This stubt 
refusal to let go of life is transfe 

son, Luke, who is bor 

doctors all but shrug when they say they 
But Luke 

and the rest of the film chr 
vigil at his side 


frets and winces 


1 t nect hin >} > 
gon t expect him t ive 
ynicles 


she paces and 


(David Morrissey) dit 
ground. Somehow, Sadie n 
ish a dialo 
and there ar 
be veering off 
at times, but ther 

ming 


And it 


Anthony Borrows, |! 
he makes Bruce Wi 
SO minutes 
December 14 a 


— Chris Wright 


HARD GOODBYES: 
MY FATHER 


Penny Panayotopoulou’s sweet f 
young boy who’s unabl 


death of his father in a car z 





4 DECEMBER 5, 2003 ARTS THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


a a = oF 
ONDSKAN: Andreas Wilson continues his personal relationship with the title entity. 


Continued from page 3 


sionally touching, but it’s be 


xed down by its sentimental, cliché’d story. Taking place in 


Greece against t st moon landing, Hard Goodbyes sets up the 
lass family 


Elias (Y 


then rips them apart when the father, 
ayannis, in an excellent perform 
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le gOOE 


frustrated with Elias’s childish 


and there are so 

tos Bouy 

1 extended state of shock, refuses tc 
portrayal of their grief, and a 
ly, but solid performances, 


sreek with English subtitles 


— Brooke Holgerson 


— Mike Miliard 


RENGETEG/THE FOREST 


ingarian misa the ending sequence: various peo 


perhaps a 


between the two 


vded public space 


which some of the people singled out by 


vant D\ 


eir pasts F 


camera are shown talking about death, obses- 


iuf shoots dialogue in extreme-close- 


inking the participants’ faces and occasionally taking in 


eir hands 


Since the actors’ hands are as inexpressive as their 


faces, and since has no interest in using mise-en-scéne or editing to convey 


result is unwatchable. In 
r16at9p.m 


narrative information or an artistic point of view, the 
Hungarian with English subtitles. (90 minutes) Dec 


— Chris Fujiwara 


LICHTER/DISTANT LIGHTS 


Set on the een Frankfurt-an-der-Oder in Germany and SJubice in Poland, 
Hans-Christian Schmid’s film weaves a half-dozen stories. Kolja (Ivan Shvedoff), Anna 
(Anna Janowskaja), and Dimitri (Sergej Frolov) are Ukrainians trying to emigrate from 
Kyiv to Berlin. Sonja (Maria Simon) is a German translator for Russian refugees who 
decides to help one, but he doesn’t repay her in the way you might expect. Andreas 
(Sebastian Urzendowsky) is a young cigarette smuggler whose unrequited love for 
Katharina (Alice Dwyer) gets him in dutch with the big boys. Ingo (Devid Striesow) 
comes unglued trying to make a go of a cheap-mattress outlet, and he’s blind to his 
sympathetic and attractive assistant, Simone (Claudia Geisler). Polish cab driver Antoni 
(Zbigniew Zamachowski) is trying to raise enough money to buy his daughter a first- 
communion dress. And West German architect Philip (August Diehl) renews his 
acquaintance with Beata (Julia Krynke) only to discover that her role in the project he’s 
been engaged for is to be nice to the men with the money. The intertwining doesn’t go 
very deep, and neither do the characters or the stories; like Andreas Dresen’s 1999 
Nachtgestalten/Night Shapes, Lichter, whose title lights are always just out of reach, set- 
tles for jaded insights and easy cynicism. All the same, it was named Best Film by the 
FIPRESCI (that’s the international film critics’ association) jury at this year’s Berlin 
Film Festival. In German, Polish, and Russian with English subtitles. (105 minutes) 
December 17 at 7 p.m 


order t 


— Jeffrey Gantz 


film 


Blood feast 


Marina de Van’s Dans ma peau, 
Peter Del Monte’s Compagna di viaggio 


ans ma peau/In My Skin, which opens 
this week at the Kendall Square, is a 
slasher film for art-house intellectuals, 
theorists of “the body,” and swimming- 
against-the-stream feminists. It’s a kind of 
on-film performance piece written and direct- 
ed by and also starring France’s Marina de 
Van, who has acted for the popular filmmaker 
Francois Ozon as Tatiana in Regarde la mer, 
See the Sea and Sophie in Sitcom and co- 
written Ozon’s Sous le sable/Under the Sand 
and 8 femmes/Eight Women. 
Dans ma peau tells the freaky, absorbing 
tale of Esther (De Van), 
a 30ish Parisian research 
analyst who, one strange 


evening, enters a 


masochistic netherworld 
when she trips outside a 
party, badly bloodying 
her leg. Rather than wipe 
it up or get medical 
attention, Esther lowers 


} 


neither does she condemn it. She admits to 
an autobiographical connection with the char- 
acter inasmuch as a traumatic childhood car 
accident left her with a deformed leg. “It rein- 
forced my feeling of strangeness. During my 
entire adolescence, my body both interested 
and intrigued me.” Workaholic Esther, on the 
other hand, has cut herself off from her body 
until that fateful, bizarre, epiphanic night. De 
Van continues, “The body is, in effect, a bit 
absent from our culture. It is a calculated 
abstract idea, but it is lived relatively little. . 
Self-mutilation is a very elementary and 
strong way to reconnect 
with the present, the 
moment, and with sensa- 
tion. A re-appropriation of 
the body comes with pain.” 
You'll note that Esther 
never touches her breasts 
or genitalia when she’s slic- 
ing away, never mutilating 
them, never even mastur- 
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DRACULA’S DAUGHTER? Marina de Van raises questions about “the body,” 


pornography, and vampire films 


her pant leg, allowing her wounds to fester. 
She goes home, examines them, becomes 
absorbed with the hurt, fascinated with the 
topography of bruises, scabs, and red drips. 
Finally, a doctor bandages her injury. In 
revolt, Esther goes after the bandage with 
scissors, so she can liberate her naked, 
maimed flesh. Grown antsy at her staid office, 
she races to a subterranean hideout where she 
can razor more of her body. Back at her com- 
puter, she resumes work, but with a stealthy, 
smutty smile. 

As Esther becomes more possessed, private 
and public space interact. At a formal busi- 
ness lunch, while her straight-laced colleagues 
drone on about the beautiful city of Lisbon, 
she hacks at her arm beneath the table. She’s 
so transfixed, she can’t hide what’s happening 
from those close to her, her horrified girl- 
friend and office mate, Sandrine (Léa 
Drucker), and her confused and threatened 
boyfriend, Vincent (Laurent Lucas). “Why do 
you do it?”, Vincent demands. “I don’t 
know,” Esther answers. In her haze, she’s like 
Catherine Deneuve’s schizoid, murderous 
Carole in Roman Polanski’s 1965 classic 
Repulsion. 

De Van offers no facile psychological expla- 
nation for Esther’s pathological behavior, and 


bating, no matter how blatantly sexual her 
charge when she’s violating her flesh. Dans 
ma peau is a potent text for those debating 
what constitutes “pornography.” There’s a 
long, juicy section in which Esther’s face goes 
down on her bleeding arm and she licks it 
and sucks on it as if she were mouthing a 
ripe, wet vagina. But it’s not a vagina, it’s an 
arm. Does that disqualify the sequence as 
porno? Certainly those who have argued that 
horror-movie bloodsucking is displaced oral 
sex will adore Dans ma peau, especially since 
De Van, with her dark, shaped eyebrows and 
pronounced teeth, looks so prototypically 
vampiric. Dracula’s daughter! 


OCCASIONALLY, YOU SEE A MOVIE at 
a foreign film festival that’s truly splendid, yet 
it never gets American distribution and then it 
disappears. I’m thrilled that Facets Video has 
released Peter Del Monte’s Compagna di 
viaggo/ Traveling Companion, which | saw in 
1996 at Montreal. An alienated 19-year-old 
female student (Asia Argento) is hired by his 
relatives to follow through the streets a former 
professor (Michel Piccoli) who’s lost his 
memory. It’s a touching, humane story with 
star performances, and maybe better than any 
European theatrical release in 2003. a 








THE LAST SAMURAI 


Let's just hope it is the last samurai, at least as perpetrated by a crass Hollywood filmmaker 
Joining the flippant swordplay of Kill Bill is the lugubrious mumbo-jumbo of Ed Zwick’s peri- 
od pseudo-epic. Tom Cruise takes the Uma Thurman role here as the white guide to the 
noble code of bushido (which brought such boons to mankind as Pearl Harbor and the 
kamikaze). As Nathan Aigren, a former Seventh Cavalry officer driven to drink and a carnival 
sideshow because of his disgust with the Civil War and the Indian genocides, he’s offered a 
chance to get back on his feet by training the Japanese Imperial army in the use of modern 
Western weapons 

The empire has been co-opted by greedy capitalists, however, and Katsumoto (Ken 
Watanabe), a samurai chieftain, rebels to preserve the old ways. In a disastrous battle, 
Katsumoto captures Nathan, and anyone who has seen Dances with Wolves can figure out 
the rest. What's more, anyone who has seen films by Akira Kurosawa, John Ford, or even 
George Lucas will recognize what Zwick is ineptly trying to reproduce. The action scenes are a 
cut above the average, and the culture clashes between Cruise and the superb Watanabe 
crackle with some humor. But the fulsome rhetoric and romanticized hyperbole drive home a 
point — the nobility of fighting to preserve feudal fascism from the forces of corporate fascism 
— that’s dangerously dumb and naive. (144 minutes) At the Boston Common, the Fenway, the 
Harvard Square, and the Chestnut Hill and in the suburbs. 


ONIBUS 174/BUS 174 


“This ain't no Hollywood movie,” says the 
doped-up punk holding a bus hostage in this 
rough but riveting documentary by Brazilian 
filmmakers Felipe Lacerda and José Paditha. 
That's for sure, but if it were, it would be 
more akin to Dog Day Afternoon than to 
Speed, with the culprit more sympathetic and 
scarcely more flawed than the system that’s 
seeking to apprehend him. On June 12, 
2000, Sandro do Nascimento, who'd been 
living on the streets since he witnessed his 
mother’s brutal murder when he was five, 
found himself in a standoff with the police 
after a botched robbery of the title bus. News 
crews descended, and it was reality TV at its 
most intense as cameras followed the drama 
live throughout the day, Nascimento and his 
victims plainly visible, as if on stage, through 
the bus windows. 

Ponderously intercut with the archival 
footage are interviews with some of the partic- 
ipants — police, journalists, survivors, and 
family and acquaintances of Nascimento — 
as well as “experts” like the blowhard sociolo- 
gist with a pet theory about social marginality 
and “invisibility” The story fascinates on many 
levels: as a study of urban corruption, as a 
look at the link between media and events, as 
a bizarre psychodrama between perpetrators 


— Peter Keough 


and victim. But the filmmakers offer no point of 
view, and so Onibus 174 comes off as an 
especially grim episode of Cops. in 
Portuguese with English subtitles. (133 min- 
utes) All week at the Brattle. 

— Peter Keough 


ZERO DAY 


Ready for Columbine to explode in your face? 
Ben Coccio’s film is a potent, unsentimental- 
ized fictional imagining of what led up to, and 
what happened, on that kamikaze day of ran- 
dom murder. The audience is a captive wit- 
ness to a year of homicidal planning, cooped 
up with Calvin (Calvin Robertson) and Andre 
(Andre Keuck), creepy high-school lads with a 
fetishized love for weaponry, a warped 
romantic belief that they are high-school 
samurai, and an essentially American obses- 
sion with having their saga of death live on 
for the media: they tape everything so it can 
be turned over, ideally to Wolf Blitzer at CNN. 
Zero Day is shot low-res-and-improv-Blair- 
Witch-style on DV, and the two unknown 
leads are charismatic in a sick, nasty kind of 
way. Not for everybody, this low-rent Taxi 
Driver-meets—Compuision nonetheless 
deserves a niche audience. (92 minutes) At 
the Copley Place and the Coolidge Corner. 
— Geraid Peary 
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Christmas 
Is Almost Here 


Carly Simon’s 
first-ever 
Christmas 
album 








Now Featuring 
2 New Songs 


FORGIVE 


WHITE CHRISTMAS 
(with Burt Bacharach) 


Plus 11 More 
Holiday Classics 


Also Available: 
Carly Simon 


40 career-spanning 
classics on 2 CDs 


¢ gD 


Elektra 


TOWER RECORDS. 


ower.com 


No music, no life 


ONLINE PRICES MAY VARY « SALE ENDS 1/5/04 


CAMBRIDGE \ 95 Mt. Auburn St. 
BURLINGTON \ 101 Middlesex Turnpike 
1-800-ASK-TOWER (Store Locations\Hours\Phone Orders) 
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pretty, 
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Party With Words 


DECEMBER 9-14 - ONE WEEK ONLY! 
The Colonial Theatre * 106 Boylston Street, Boston 


aaa 


* + $25 cash only at the Colonial or Wilbur 

theatre Box Office 

* One hour before curtain 

»* Day of performance only 

* One ticket per student 

* Must show student 1D 

»* Not valid Sat. evening perts. 

¢ Tickets subject to availability 

* Not every show in the season 
is offered 


NOW THRU DECEMBER 21 
THE WILBUR THEATRE 


WWW.BROADWAYINBOSTON.COM/STUDENTRUSH.HTML 


theater 


Elf days of Xmas 


John Kuntz’s My Life with the Kringle Kult 


BY LIZA WEISSTUCH 


hristmas would be glitch-free in Santa’s 
toy-and-tree-adorned workshop if the 
jolly man’s little helpers weren't psy- 
chotic. In the world premiere of John Kuntz’s 
My Life with the Kringle Kult, the first com- 
missioned play by Boston Theatre Works, 
every elf must sign a contract that includes, 
among its many stipulations, liquidation of all 
assets to Santa and must follow the tenets of 
ringlism in the hope of achieving the ulti- 
mate honor: “infinite embrace with Santa.” 
As explained by Twinkle Kringle, whom 
Laura Given Napoli plays as a perky 
squeaky-clean-spirited creature plucked from 
a Disney World parade who’s prone to bouts 
of Valley Girl vulgarity, the jolly fellow is a 
hedonistic disciple of Barry White who sum- 
mons elves to “tangle in a sensual orgy of 
sweat, cookie crumbs, and long white facial 
hair.” The mere thought is enough to set off 
alarms of lust for any lonely, devoted pixie. 
Makes perfect sense, right? A cult of 
nymphs take a vow of celibacy and surrender 
personal will to a being of unfathomable 
power who, as Twinkle giddily pipes, “suffers 
the sins of naughtiness so we can be free and 
jolly.” Did I mention that he resides behind 
closed doors and communicates through his 
top subordinate, Karl Kringle, a puckish sprite 
nbodied by a cranked-up Kuntz? Okay, sc 
” is the 


wrong 


| My Life with 
the Kringle Kutt 


, | By John Kuntz. Directed 
vides a launch by Dani Snyder. Set by 
pad for non Jenna McFarland. 
sense of screw- | Costumes by Nora Hyland. 
ball proportions Lighting by Jeff Brewer. 
After a none- With John Kuntz, Laura 
00-riveti Given Napoli, and Rick 

’ Park. Presented by Boston 
Theatre Works at the 
Boston Center for the Arts 
through December 13. 


classification 


plot-driven com 
edy with Jum 
Rope (which was 
produced last 
r by NextStages), Kuntz 
everent zani- 


iawdiness that 


dross 
cartoon- 
2G direc- 
playwright 
warning that 
society is so immersed in 
self-interest and debauchery 
that the spirit of giving has 
en reduced to a sham that 
sullies even innocent child- 
hood emblems of the season. 
From the opening, when 
Twinkle welcomes us with an 
orientation to Kringletown, 
the play is a self-aware, 
campy escapade that at 
moments careers into the 
junkyard of the contrived. 
Fortunately, individual ele- 


ments work like gangbusters, from Kuntz’s 
salvo of linguistic winks (a wimpy sprite is a 
“Noel coward”; Santa knows everything you 
do because he has “Xmas-ray vision”) to 
Twinkle’s repartee with the audience to the all 
too-easy incorporation of cheesy ‘80s-music 
slam-dance sessions. Witness the interlude in 
which Kuntz, still brandishing curly-toed elfin 
footwear, emerges in a velvet-collar jacket 
lled shirt to croon an Elvis rendition 

of “Blue Christmas” as a disconsolate Twinkle 
tends to her suddenly unresponsive compan 
ion, a giant ball of belly-button lint 

Although Linty may spark grotesque fasci 
nation for some, its role is eclipsed by the 
mere presence of Baroness Tinsel Von 
Shatzdoodle. Taking a hilarious Harvey 
Fierstein—inspired turn, the heavily powdered 
Rick Park flounces into the Kringle com- 
pound sporting a get-up of sequins and gold 
lamé and an arsenal of anatomy gags to sign 
up with the Santa sect and seduce the sexual- 
ly frustrated Karl. Each move is a cog in the 
machine of her strategy as undercover 
reporter to blow the lid off the suspicious 
ring and write a “scathing exposé” of the 
inner workings of Santa’s workshop 

But satires have little bite if the playwright 
isn’t chomping hard on something in the 
world outside the theater. Sure, we get pre- 
dictable pokes at politicians and the media’s 
carnival quality, but there’s a sober point 
skulking at the core — I’m just not sure it’s 
one that Kuntz intended. The Kringle com- 
pound bears an uncanny resemblance to the 
Neverland ranch. What other figure of 
boundless renown can you think of with 
legions of young devotees toward whom his 
intentions are pure — on the surface? *€ 


es pe 
THE TOP SUBORDINATE? John Kuniz’s Karl Kringle 


appears to have run into some unruly elves. 








34th Season of Christmas Joy 


The National Center of Afro-American Artists presents: 


Black Nativity 


Exhilarating Performances 

Dec. 5th ~ Dec. 21st 
[remont Temple 

88 Tremont Street, Boston, MA 
Fridays & Saturdays @ § 


Saturdays & Sunday 


Call for Tickets 
Monday- Friday 10am-Spr 


| 617.423.NEXT (6398) 
www.nextticketing.com 
Group Sales (50 People) 

and Additional Information 
617.585.6366 

Great Seats STILL Available! 


Tickets At Door Day of Show www.blacknativity.org 


All shows performed at 88 Tremont Temple 


Edward Albee's 


WHO S AFRAID 
ae CEE eae 


The First in a Play Reading Series, American Voices 


ae wu abe 
Tony: Award-winner 
Denis O'Hare 


Pi Xen nA D Eg 
Steven Maler 


American 


December 8, 7pm 
Cast Q & A to follow 


The Shubert Theatre 


WITH 
Karen MacDonald 
Marguerite Stimpson 


and Trey Burvant 


DRAMA. DIALOG. DOWNTOWN. PresenteD By THE WANG CENTER AND THE PODUSKA FAMILY FOUNDATION 
Tickets: $10. $5 For Stupents € Sewions FREE FOR WANG CENTER MEMBERS 
CALL TELECHARGE COM 800-447-7400 Visit WWW.WANGCENTER.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION 


21 Pool Tables 


130 Brighton Ave 916 Commonwealth Ave 
Allston, MA 02134 Brookline, MA 02215 


BEST OF BEST OF 
BOSTON 
2003 2003 


——— =——— 


Best Beer Best ‘ 


Selecti . 
4113 Taps 69 Tequilas 


www.allstonsfinest.com 


BOSTON'S BEST BEER SELECTION 


138 Brighton Ave 
Allston, MA 02134 


UCTS MCS ma La lL 
since 1971... 


The é Yas IEEE EE 
Goa aon St 


Sanders Theatre 


CAMBRIDGE 


Dec. 12-13, 18-23, 26-30 


MATINEES AND EVENINGS 


with The Auld Reekie Singers « The Revels Bairns 
SUSE CeO sme s lene er lee steric 
The Pinewoods Morris Men 

The Great Highland Pipes and Drums 

and The Lord of the Dance 


TICKETS AND INFORMATION 
617-496-2222 (Tu-Su 12 noon-6 pm) 
Agel gd 


IN CELEBRATION OF THE WINTER SOLSTICE 
j sponsored YY BF -——~ : 
Raevers z 351090 (Tt) Phenix 


THE LION KING 


EER RARE DRS 
BROADWAY'S AWARD-WINNING BEST MUSICAL 


at teak ae 


CALL VISIT 
ticketmaster (617) 931-2787 The Colonial Theatre Box Office 
or (800) 347-0808 106 Boyiston Street 


or 
ONLINE The Wilbur Theatre Box Office 
ticketmaster.com 246 Tremont Street 


to all Ticketmaster Outlets OF 20 OR MORE CALL 
in Filene's Department Stores (617) 482-8616 
and select Tower Records. TTY: (617) 426-3444 | 26 


Tickets subject to applicable service charges. Dates, times and prices subject to change without notification. 
Single-ticket purchases limited to 8 tickets per person. Other restrictions may apply 
LIMITED ENGAGEMENT BEGINS 
JULY 16, 2004 
THE OPERA HOUSE + BOSTON 


Series disneyonbroadway.com 


@Oreas 
BOSTON AREA DEALERS 


Diisnep +, Vea 





ythin 
the sacrile- 


Works 


aturday. Tix $ 
vance 
U LIKE IT. Bro 
Boston and the Huntington 
Company join fc 
phisticated t nt British 
r Peter Hall's Theatre Royal 
of the Bard's caval- 
of love, which 


eT e 


fe) eee ts asia 


with the 


from harmony 
icy fang 

marital fin The per- 
gant and né 


inter 


a Hal 

Rosalind, the piay’s cross-dressing 
centerpiece. In her reading, whict 
hovers between attraction and tears 
the character seems to have been 
brought up not at Duke Senior's kn 
but at that of the melancholy Jaques 
— who's played here with a sonorous 
and commanding bitterness by Royal 
Shakespeare Company stalwart 
Philip Voss. At the Wilbur Theatre. 

6 Tremont Street, Boston (617- 
931-2787), through December 21 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday (with a Wednesday 


adapted & directed by Chen Shi-Zheng 


text by Charles L. Mee 
music by Paul Dresher 


EAST MEE 


in this funny and hau. 


OER e Me eRe eet 16) oe 

with original music that blends traditional 
OTT eee ete 

delta blues, and Cajun music. 


NOW PLAYING - 3 WEEKS ONLY! 


Tue-Thu at 7:30 Friat8 Satat2&8 Sun at 2&7:30 


matinee), at 2 and 8 p.m. on Satur- 
day, and at 2 and 7:30 p.m. (evening 
performance December 7 only) on 
Sunday. Tix $25 to $67 

@ BACK TO BEFORE. Dave 
McLaughlin directs the world pre- 
miere of his new play, which “weaves 
acoustic Celtic music with pitch-per- 
fect Boston banter as it moves deep 
into the tormented heart of Terry O’- 
Toole,” whose twin was murdered by 
a bookie in a Boston barroom. The 
actors are joined by a single musician 


_ COMPILED BY 


each night. At the Boston Center for 
the Arts, 539 Tremont Street, Boston 
(617-426-2787), through December 
20. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday and Thursday, at 8 p.m. 
on Friday and Saturday, and at 
7:30 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $25 in ad- 
vance, $25 at the door. 

@ THE BEST OF JIMMY TINGLE. 
“Greatest hits and new bits” from the 
Cambridge-bred, left-thinking satirist 
who wasn't old-farty enough to be 
Andy Ro /. At Jimmy Tingle’s Off 


CMM Te me rs] et 


in the country! 


STUDENTS! 


A.R.T. tickets for the 
price of a movie! 


Stele MUM Mune) (me ello 
and you'll get tix to Snow in June 


ey eae 
Tu ew ere dee Z-RO te 
good for any available seats 


GIFT CERTIFICATES 
Yh 


PUR Meee eno aces oka oll 


American Repertory Theatre 


617.547.8300 


www.amrep.org 


64 Brattle Street * Harvard Square * Cambridge 


8 p.m. on Friday 
3 p.m. on Sund 
formances 


4, 7, and 10 p.m. on Wedne: 

cember 31. Tix $25; $20 for seniors 
and students; $30 on New Year's Eve. 
@ BLACK NATIVITY. The National 
Center of Afro-A\ can Artists offe 
its 34th annual outing of Harlem R 
naissance great Langston Hughes's 
song cycle based on the Gospel of 
St. Luke. The ebullient extravaganza 
of music, dance, scripture, and verse 
features a cast of 160 and appears to 
be the longest-running production of 
the Hughes song cycle in the world 
At Tremont Temple, 88 Tremont 
Street, Boston (617-423-6398), 
through December 21. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. on Friday, at 3:30 and 8 p.m.on 
Saturday, and at 3:30 p.m. on Sunday. 
Tix $17.50 to $37.50 

@ BLANCHE AND HER JOY BOYS. 
Barrington Stage Company artistic di- 
rector Julianne Boyd is at the helm of 
this enjoyable play by Mark St. Ger- 
main (based on an earlier version by 
Chris Calloway and Sheryl Bailey 
Heath) about jazz pioneer Blanche 
Calloway, sister of Cab Call 

became the first African-Ame: 
woman to lead a big band throug 
urban nightspots and rural outposts 
of Jim Crow-era America. The first 
thing you notice 2 

loway, who plays her Aunt Bian 

the one-woman-with-two-piece-band 
show, is her resemblance to her fa- 
mous father, C. with whom she 
also shares a singing style. It ranges 
from dry barker warm, rich 
tones with gentle edges tha 

tears from a ballad, as they d 

on “Lonesome Lov 

“Misery.” Moving and erttertaining 
Calloway’s tribute r talented 
aunt fro of musical 
history to th »f musical the- 
artory Theat 
Lincoln Street, Newton Highlands 
(617-332-1646), through December 
14. Curtain is at 2 and 7 
Wednesday, ai mn T 

and Friday, at 4 1d 8:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, and at 3 and 7:30 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $27 to $42: senior and 
student discounts available 

@ BLUE HAIR TROUPE. Andrew 
Diskes directs his musical revue set 


a fictitious nter for the 


Playt 
and 


form, 


Charles Ple 
Street 
indefin 


8 p.m. on 
on Friday 
urday, and 


y Of perforr 3 
@ BRAND AMBITION TOUR. imp 
Asylum unveils a new show, a t 
light of which is a a 
ual love affair’ title 
At Improv Asyl 


indefinitely. Cur 
Wednesday and T! 
and 10 p.m. on Frid 


@ A BRIGHT ROOM CALLED DAY. 
Rhea Gaisner directs t 
duction of Pulitzer Prize 
(for Angels in Ameri 
ers early play, wh 


ts and frienc 
cuSS politic 
adow of Hitle! 


power” Presented 


at the Tufte 
10 Boyiston Place, Bc 
69), through De 
is at 8 p.m. on Thu ay and Friday, a 
and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 
p.m Sunday. Tix $12 
@ A CHRISTMAS CAROL. The at- 
tack of the Killer Scrooges is on. Trin- 
ity Repertory Company performs 
Adrian Hall & Richard Cumming’s 
adaptation of Scrooge’s midnight 
ride, complete with a skinflint who 
flies, for the 27th year. Dan Welch 
and Anne Scurria lead two separate 
casts; Peter Sampieri directs, with 
musical direction by Amanda Dehn- 
ert. At Trinity Repertory Company, 
201 Washington Street, Providence, 
Rhode Island (401-351-4242), 
through December 27. Performance 
times vary. Tix $28 to $48; discounts 
for seniors, students, and the dis- 
abled. Current Trinity Rep artistic di- 
rector Oskar Eustis and associate 
artistic director Amanda Dehnert also 
have an adaptation up their sleeve. 
and it has its world premiere not in 
Providence but in Boston, with film 
stage, and Mike Hammer series star 
Stacy Keach as the penny pincher 
headed for conversion. At Cutler Ma- 
jestic Theatre, 219 Tremont Street, 
33-3123) m- 
3 Curtain is 
7:30 p.m. Tu hro ay 
(there’s also a 7:30 p.m. performance 
on Monday December 22 and 2 p.m 
matinees on Wednesday December 
23 and Thursday December 24), at 2 
and 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, and at 
2 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $15 to $68. 
North Shore Music Theatre cele- 
brates the 15th anniversary of its pro- 
duction, which boasts Victorian 


mber 7. C 


speci 

in David Co 

Shore Music Theatre. 

Road, Be '00) 
cember 5 rtain is at 
7 p.m. on Wednesday, at 8 p.m. on 
Friday, at 2 and 8 p.m. on Saturday, 


De- 


formance December ( 
Sunday. Tix $26 to $63. Stoneham 
Theatre gets into the bah-humbug 
act with Tr ebels’s adaptat 
which he 2 It features < 
roster of well-known Boston actors 
including Diego Arciniegas, Christo- 
Brian De Lorenzo, Julie 
Kathy St. George. At 
atre, 395 Main Str 
yneham 279-2200) 
’ber 14. Curtain is at 7 
on Thursday, at 8 p.m. c 


way tow 
ford Stage 


les Highland 
Morris 


Memorial Hall, corner of | nd 
5 Cambridge 
Continued on page 10 
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BLANCHE & 
HER JOY BOYS 
Sica HANDEL’S 


Chris Calloway 
Nov. 12 — Dec. 14 MESSIAH 
Nov. 7 > Dec ; 7 7 pee , Boston's intimate, Grammy-nomi 


nated performances! 


BLUE HAIR 
TROUPE 


New hit musical revue 


Boston Baroque FOR 


Martin Pearlman, Music Director 


ADVERTISING 
INFO: 
Tremont Theatre, ia Show ce be in ru t eee ee PLEASE CALL 
Boston Ys eee Oa el ase 

Tickets: $30/$25 ae ERIC METH 
866-443-2248 seaoam wer i ee rE 
bluehairtroupe.com ane 

Bese bostonbaroque.org | Le Wfertsebeste Pe. U 


www.newrep.org 


back by popular demanc 


COUR eT NMC a ee Cheese mie kel Umea iti e Mae Uma Ma Cullis) nline at www artsb 


rian 7 ] SR ae) »!! 617.482-8TIX For advertising information 
Arts Boston please call Eric Meth at 617-859-3290 5 


COMPLIMENTARY MOVIE PASSES 


A mm THE BOSTONE 


Invite you and a guest to a special advance screening 
Thursday, December 11th at 7:30pm 


WL 
Tee 
preety 


MAYBE THIS 
CHRISTMAS TOO? 
WEistelt w tadt ie 


7 a 


A Farrelly Outrageous Comedy. 


Peal ea 


To pick up your advance screening pass stop by: 
Heritage Cafe 636 Beacon St. after 12pm on 12/5/03 


2s The Colonial Theatre 


eed 


Young Slam Poets Party With Words 
it's where Walt Whitman meets Michael Jackson 
It's where Emily Dickinson meets Mary J. Blige. Gifted 
young poets speak from the heart about everything from 
love to sex, politics to Krispy Kreme donuts 


WINNER! 
2003 Tony Award® 
aah) i eed 

47418 


“EXUBERANT, 
POWERFUL AND 
ELECTRIC!” 


The New York Times 


BEGINS TUES 8PM! ¢ DECEMBER 9-14 

TICKETMASTER.COM: 617-931-2787 

Broadway in Boston: 617-880-2400 * Groups (20+): 617-482-8616 
ASK ABOUT MASTERCARD PREFERRED SEATING 


106 Boylston St., Boston 
Serie TTY: (617) 426-3444 7 2 
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Guster 

ve Matthews Band 


arenaked Ladies 


99 
LH) 


Pee eee oe 


Tower.com 


No music, no life 


CAMBRIDGE \ 95 Mt. Auburn St. 


Rated PG-13 for language and some thematic elements. Supply limited. 
One pass per person. No p b phone calls please. 


BURLINGTON \ 101 Middlesex Turnpike 
1-800-ASK-TOWER (Store Locations\Hours\Phone Orders) 
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GIVE THE GIFT 
OF BLUE MAN. 
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ticketmaster 61 
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CHARLES PLAYHOU arrenton Street Boston 














Gift certificates available online at blueman.com, by calling 
617.426.6912 or at the Charles Playhouse box office. 
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13th Annual 


_ BOSTON 
WINE EXPO 


Jan. 31 & Feb. 1, 2004 
ATM aig 


ee eR YL 
www.wine-expos.com 
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Continued from page 8 


(617-496-2222), December 12 
through 30. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. on 
Monday (December 22 and 29 only) 


at 3 p.m. (December 30 only) or 
7:30 p.m. (December 23 only) on 


Tuesday, at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday 
(December 18 only), at 8 p.m. on Fri- 
day, at 1 and 5 p.m. (December 13) 
or 3 and 8 p.m. (December 20 and 
27) on Saturday, and at 1 and 5 p.m 
(December 21 and 2 y) on Sun- 
day. Tix $20 to $40; $12 to $32 for 
children under 12 

@ THE CREATION OF THE WORLD 
AND OTHER BUSINESS. The The- 
atre Cooperative takes on Arthur 
Millers 1972 rewrite of Genesis, ir 
which God dukes it out with Adam 
Eve, and Lucifer, the latter played by 
Elliot Norton Award winner Naeemah 
A. White-Peppers. Fred Robbins di- 
rects; original music is by Izhor 
Schejter. At the Theatre Cooperative. 
277 Broadway, Somerville (617-625 
1300), through December 13. Curtain 
is at 8 p.m. on Friday and Saturday 
and at 2 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $20; $15 
for seniors and students; $10 for mili- 
tary personnel 

@ THE CRUCIBLE. Elliot Norton 
Award winner Eric Engel is at the 
helm of this student production of 
Arthur Millers 1953 work, in which 
the 17th-century Salem witch trials 
stand in for the McCarthy Communist 
witch hunt. Presented by the Boston 
Conservatory Theater Ensemble at 
the Boston Conservatory Theater, 31 
Hemenway Street, Boston (617-912 
9222), through December 7. Curtain 
8 p.m. on Thursday, at 10 a.m 
and 8 p.m. on Friday, at 8 p.m. on Sat- 
urday, and 2 p.m Tix 
$12; $5 for seniors and students. 

@ DEF POETRY JAM. The Tony-win- 


} poetry slam created by Russe 






< 


















on Sunday. 











Chinese Americ 

ally known spoken-word artist 
k Ice, Nuyorican Grand Slam 
r Mayda Del Valle, Atianta-bred 





















orgia Me, Nigerian-American 
Bassey Ikpi, world-traveled Lemon 
whose credits include 


spoken-word commercials. St 
executive producer and di- 
or of the HBO series Russell 
Simmons Presents Def Poetry, is at 


tre 








Boston 
December 9 through 14 

p.m. Tuesday through 
sday it's at 7 p.m.), at 
on Saturday, an 
and 7:30 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $2 
a Weisstuch’s preview is ir 
ormance” column in 











a Week 
@ HOLIDAY MEMORIES. The new 
Boston University Professional The 
atre Initiative, in collaboration witt 
the Huntington Theatre Company, in- 
augurates sentimental but we 
day show: Russel 
cke’s stage adaptatior 
uman Capote memoirs “The 
Thanksgiving Visitor’ and “A Christ- 




















mas Memory,” holiday evocations o 
apote’s adventures as a boy grow- 
ni in an eccentric Southern 

id where his best friends 


were a childlike maiden aunt and a 
rat terrier named Queenie. Jim 
Petosa, who's director BU 
hool of Theatre Arts (as well as of 
the Olney Theatre Center outside 
Washington, DC), is at the helm of 
the production, which features 
Broadway and Oiney vet Helen-Jear 
Arthur as Aunt Sook and BU acting 
major Chris Conner as the young 
Capote. At Studio 210 in the Boston 
University Theatre, 264 Huntington 
Avenue, Boston (617-266-0800) 
through December 21. Curtain is at 
7 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday, at 
8 p.m. on Friday, at 2 and 8 p.m 
Saturday, and at 2 and 7 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $20; $15 for the BU com- 
munity, Huntington subscribers, and 
seniors; $10 for students. 

@ JACQUES BREL IS ALIVE AND 
WELL AND LIVING IN PARIS. The 
new Stuart Street Playhouse 2nd 
Stage, a 199-seat cabaret in the 
Radisson Hotel, is inaugurated with 
this revival of the 1968 revue of songs 
both melancholy and exuberant by 
the Belgian-born performer and com- 
poser of the title, including “Carousel!” 
and “If We Only Have Love.” Originally 
conceived by Eric Blau and Mort Shu- 
man, who supplied the English lyrics. 
the show ran for 1847 performances 
at New York's Village Gate. This pro- 
duction is “inspired by” the excellent 
Gloucester Stage Company staging 
of last summer and features, among 
its two casts, the stellar foursome of 
that production: Leigh Barrett, Drew 
Poling, Caroline DeLima, and Eric 


of the 























Rubbe, on Janie Howland’s lonely 
Paris boite of a set. That troupe alter- 
nates with a second cast that com- 
prises Kristen Sergeant, Merle 
Perkins, Geoff Burns, and Kent 
French. Music director Todd Gordon 
and assistant director Nicole Jesson, 
of the Gloucester production, repli- 
cate Elliot Norton Award winner Scott 
Edmiston’s staging as closely as pos- 
sible. At the Stuart Street Playhouse 
2nd Stage, 200 Stuart Street, Boston 
(800-447-7400), through December 
21. Curtain is at 8 p.m. Tuesday 
through Friday, at 5 and 9 p.m. on 
Saturday, and at 3 and 7 p.m. on Sun- 
day. Tix $42.50 to $47.50. 

@ JOEY & MARIA’S COMEDY ITAL- 
IAN WEDDING. Joey and Maria are 
still trying to get to their bridal bed 
(that other star-crossed Italian cou- 
ple, Romeo and Juliet, had it easier) 
in this audience-interactive dinner- 
theater spoof of a big Italian wedding, 
At the Tremont Playhouse in the 
Tremont Hotel, 275 Tremont Street 
Boston (800-733-5639), through De- 
cember 27. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. on 
December 5, 6, 12, 13, 19, 20, and 
27. Doors open at 7 p.m. Tix $49, in- 
cludes dinner, dancing, and free en- 
trance into Matrix 

@ LETTICE AND LOVAGE. Shake- 
speare & Company artistic director 
Tina Packer dons her rarely worn 
actor's hat to star as eccentric tour 
guide Lettice Douffet, who routinely 
ellishes the story of the boring 
stately home” where she 
trade, in Peter (Amadeus) 
omedy. When she runs 
inspector from the Preser- 





reariness of “the 
defends her roman- 
I view of the world 
ndertaken by 
under Eleanor 
Packer shares 
Prusha, Andrew 
Borthwick-Leslie, and Catherine Tay- 
lor-Williams. Presented by Shake- 
speare & Company in its Spring Lawn 
Thea Lenox 
(413- -3353), through December 
14 ain is at 7:30 p.m. on Friday 
and Saturday and at 2 p.m. on Sun- 
day. Tix $27 to $42 
@ LOOKING OVER THE PRESI- 
DENT’S SHOULDER. Merrimack 
Repertory Theatre presents the re- 
gional premiere of James Stills one- 
sed on the memoir of 
> the first African-Ameri- 
can Whit e Chief Butler, whose 
istration ran from Hoover's to 
s. “Before there was The 
t Wing, there was Alonzo Fields.” 
Stage, film, and television actor Keith 








70 Kemble Street 



























At Merrimack Repertory 
ast Merrimack Street 





through De- 
urtain is at 8 p.m 
ugh Friday, at 4:30 


on Saturday, and at 2 
and 7 f n Sunday. Tix $16 to $39 
@ MANSAKU-NO-KAI KYOGEN 
COMPANY. The Japan Society of 
on presents this revered Japan- 
ese company, whose specialty is the 
comic interludes of noh theater, in two 
pieces the classic repertory 
Blindness, Sight, and Blindness 
Again and The Delicious Poison. \n 
Japanese, with English supertitles. 
The cast includes company honcho 
Mansaku Nomura, who's been desig- 
nated a “Living National Treasure” by 
the Japanese government, and his 
son Mansai, a Japanese stage and 
film star. At the Copley Theatre, 505 
Boylston Street, Boston (617-451- 
0726), December 14. Curtain is at 
6 p.m. Tix $35; $30 for Japan Society 
of Boston members; $15 for students. 
@ MESHUGGAH-NUNS, THE ECU- 
MENICAL NUNSENSE. The Lyric 
Stage Company of Boston's holiday 
Offering is this latest in Dan Goggin's 
Nunsense franchise, a melding of the 
popular revues about singing, danc- 
ing, punning nuns with Fiddler on the 
Roof — and set on a cruise ship. Car- 
olyn Droscoski directs, with musical 
direction by Michael Kreutz. At the 
Lyric Stage Company of Boston, 140 
Clarendon Street, Boston (617-437- 
7172), through December 27. Curtain 
is at 2 and 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday 
(no performance December 24), at 
7:30 p.m. on Thursday, at 8 p.m. on 
Friday, at 4 and 8 p.m. on Saturday, 
and at 3 p.m. on Sunday; there’s also 
a 2 p.m. matinee on Friday December 
26. Tix $22 to $41 
@ LES MISERABLES. This Tony- 
winning musicalization, by the French 
team of Alain Boublil and Claude- 
Michel Schénberg (with flag-waving 
English lyrics by Herbert Kretzmer), 
of Victor Hugo's epic novel recently 
closed a 16-year run on Broadway. 
The lavish touring production — com- 





from 








plete with turntable and 12,000 
pounds of barricades — skimps on 
nothing except, of course, the more 
reflective side of Hugo. But audiences 
love the fast-food reduction of the 
French classic, and it's generally well 
sung, with Randal Keith a wounded 
bear as noble fugitive Jean Valjean 
James Clow more self-righteous than 
obsessive as his pursuer, Javert; and 
Ma-Anne Dionisio actually capturing 
some of the range of Hugo's Eponine. 
You can buy a CD or a T-shirt in the 
lobby but not, alas, the book. At the 
Colonial Theatre, 106 Boylston 
Street, Boston (617-931-2787), 
through December 7. Curtain is at 2 
and 8 p.m. on Thursday, at 8 p.m. on 
Friday, at 2 and 8 p.m. on Saturday 
and at 1:30 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $30 
to $87, 

@ MONTICEL. Nixon's Nixon author 
(and BU playwriting grad) Russell 
Lees just can't leave his presidents 
alone. In this new play, which is snap- 
pily named for Thomas Jefferson's 
Virginia digs, “Federalist machina- 
tions threaten to undermine Jeffer- 
son's run for the presidency while life 
at Monticello has never been better 
for Jefferson's slave and mistress 
Sally Hemmings. But Sally's brother 
James, freed long ago, is back, stir- 
ring up forgotten dreams and begging 
for a handout.” Wesley Savick directs 
At Boston Playwrights’ Theatre, 949 
Commonwealth Avenue, Boston 
(617-358-7529), through December 
21. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. on Thurs- 
day, at 8 p.m. on Friday and Saturday 
and at 2 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $20; $10 
for seniors and students. 

@ MY LIFE WITH THE KRINGLE 
KULT: A HOLIDAY COMEDY. Boston 
Theatre Works presents the world 
premiere of its commissioned 
play, a cracked Christmas comedy by 
Boston's own John Kuntz. Dani Sny- 
der dire ntz, his frequent collab- 
orator Ri Napoli in 
the work baroness 
plans a hostile takeover of Kringle- 
town, which is presided over by Karl 
Kringle, “S right-hand man 
Santa is as unseen and omnipotent 
as the Wizard. At the Boston Center 
for the Arts, 539 Tremont Street 
Boston (617-426-2787), through De- 
cember 13. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, at 8 p.m. on Friday, at 7 and 
10 p.m. on Saturday, and at 5 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $25; $20 for seniors and 
students. (Liza Weisstuch’s review is 
on page 6.) 

@ A NEW BRAIN. Harvard Radcliffe 
Dramatic Club takes on William 
(Falsettos) Finn's intriguing musical 
which was inspired by h wn experi- 
ence of brain surgery. His alter ego is 
a blocked composer who needs to 
survive the knife in order to extract an 
elusive song from his noggin. Adam 
Periman directs the student produc- 
tion; musical direction is by Ben 
Green. At the Experimental Theatre 
in the Loeb Drama Center, 64 Brattle 
Street, Cambridge (617-496-3030) 
through December 6. Curtain is at 
7:30 p.m. Thursday through Saturday. 
Free and open to the public 

@ NICK & ZITA’S FUNNY FAT 
GREEK WEDDING. The audience- 
interactive dinner-theater spoof of the 
film My Big Fat Greek Wedding, com- 
plete with “eating grape leaves, med- 
dling, kibitzing, and dancing the 
Trata’ in an outrageous, off-the-wall 
love story.” A little ouzo may be in- 
volved as weil. At the Tremont Play- 
house in the Tremont Hotel, 275 
Tremont Street, Boston (800-733- 
5639), December 5. Curtain is at 
7:30 p.m.; doors open at 7 p.m. Tix 
$49, includes dinner, dancing, and 
free entrance to Matrix 

@ PERFORMANCE CULT. The 
troupe of solo performers that incor- 
porates 10-minute pieces including 
dance, monologues, movement, pup- 
petry, singing, and sound work shows 
its “risky” wares. At the Devanaughn 
Theater in the Piano Factory, 791 
Tremont Street, Boston (781-891- 
1188), December 14. Curtain Is at 
7:30 p.m. Tix $9 

@ PLAYBOOK. “See world premieres 
before the playwrights do” is the 
motto of this series of eight impro- 
vised full-length plays created from 
Outlines submitted by locally and na- 
tionally known bards, including WBZ 
DJ Jordan Rich and former Bostoni- 
ans Michael Bettencourt and Marty 
Barrett. At ImprovBoston, 1253 Cam- 
bridge Street, Cambridge (617-576- 
1253), through December 26. Curtain 
is at 8 p.m. on Friday. Tix $12; $10 for 
seniors and students. 

@ SHEAR MADNESS. The dramatis 
personae of the audience-participa- 
tion whodunit (which is now the 
longest-running non-musical in 
American theater history) continue 
to comb Newbury Street for the mur- 


first 
















1 an evi 





















derer of a classical pianist who lived 
over the unisex hair salon where the 
show is set. At the Charles Play- 
house Stage II, 74 Warrenton Street, 
Boston (617-426-5225), indefinitely. 
Curtain is at 5 and 8 p.m. on Tues- 
day, at 8 p.m. Wednesday through 
Friday, at 6:30 and 9:30 p.m. on Sat- 
urday, and at 3 and 7:30 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $34 

@ SIX DEGREES OF SEPARATION. 
The Longwood Players present John 
Guare's award-winning 1990 comedy 
in which a charming young man pos- 
ing as the son of Sidney Poitier cons 
his way into the Manhattan home of a 
well-meaning wealthy couple. In Dur- 
rell Hall at the Cambridge Family 
YMCA, 820 Massachusetts Avenue 
Cambridge (617-661-9622), through 
December 13. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on 
Friday and Saturday. Tix $16 to $20 
$2 discount for seniors.1 for s 

@ SNOW IN JUNE. The celebrated 
Chinese director Chen Shi-Zheng is 
at the helm of his adaptation, from a 
text by Charles L. Mee, with music 
by Paul Dresher, of a 13th-century 
Yuan drama about the ghost of a 
young girl that returns to earth to tell 
her story and revenge her wrongful 
execution. ART stalwart Thomas 


Derrah is joined by Chinese actress 
Qian Yi, New York-based stage and 
film actor Rob Campbell, and David 
Patrick Kelly (the ART’s Enrico IV) in 
the music-theater work. Presented 
by American Repertory Theatre at 
Loeb Drama Center 


the 64 Brattle 





nce December 2 


on Friday, at 





seniors, student 
subscribers; $12 for students, day of 
performance 

@ SONGS OF INNOCENCE AND 
EXPERIENCE. 
Company pre this 
revue centered on the talents of ART 
MXAT Institute grad and Trinity Rep 
Company member Rachael Warren 
and directed by Amanda Dehnert. An 
expansion of Warren's cabaret 20 
Songs, 20 Lives, the show is built on 
“everyday heroes searching for 
home.” Performed by four singer-ac- 
tors and three musicians, it includes 
songs by Irving Berlin, Van Morri 
Robert Johnson, George Gersh 
Nat King Cole, Stevie Wonder, Tori 
Amos, Tom Waits, and Bob Dylan. At 


Trinit 


Repertory 








ntimate 














Trinity Repertory Company 
Washington Street, Providence 
Rhode 


Island (401-351-4242), De- 
cember 12 through January r 
tain is at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, at 7 p.m 
on Wednesday (December 24 it’s at 
2 p.m. and mber 31 it's at 
9 p.m.; there's also a 2 p.m. matinee 

n January 7 





Dec 





at 8 p.m. on Thursday 





and Friday (December 18 it's at 
7 p.m.), at 2 p.m. (no performance 
December 13 or January 10) and 


8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 2 p.m. (no 
performance December 14) and 
7 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $28 to $48 
with discounts for seniors and dis- 
abled; $15 rush, day of show. 

@ WHO'S AFRAID OF THE VIRGIN 
MARY? Ryan Landry and his Goid 
Dust Orphans turn blasphemous — 
we are so shocked! This apparent 
amalgam of the Nativity story and 
Edward Albee's Who's Afraid of Vir- 
ginia Woolf? features Mary and 
Joseph (Landry and actor Larry 
Coen) “drinking themselves into 
oblivion while taking out their frustra- 
tions on the world and each other. 
Enter the Kringles (Bill Mootos as a 
handsome young Santa and Scott 
Martino as the Mrs.) for what the 
younger couple presume to be a 
quick visit and a ‘holiday nightcap’ 
with their superiors.” At Machine, 
1254 Boylston Street, Boston (617- 
265-6222), through December 27 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday. Tix $20 

@ WHO'S AFRAID OF VIRGINIA 
WOOLF? The new Wang Center for 
the Performing Arts’ play-reading se- 
ries American Voices: Drama, Dia- 
logue, Downtown kicks off with this 
reading of Edward Albee’s 1962 clas: 
sic, a purgative, alcohol-fueled all- 
night sparring match among a 
washed-out history professor, his vul- 
gar Life Force of a wife, and a 
younger faculty couple. As George 
and Martha, recent Tony winner (for 
Take Me Out) Denis O'Hare dukes it 
out with ART stalwart Karen Mac- 
Donald, who won an Elliot Norton 
Award for her previous turn in the 
play. At the Shubert Theatre, 265 
Tremont Street, Boston (888-889- 
8587), December 8. Curtain is at 
7 p.m. Tix $10; $5 for seniors and col- 
lege students. 
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YOUR STORE FOR WICKED GOOD 
INDEPENDENT MUSIC... 


Dolly Perten Tribute Doghouse 100 
Various Artists Various Artists 


CASH UNEARTHED == 


The Lot Six 


5 CD box containing 79 tracks including 64 songs/4 
entire discs of never-before-heard recordings. Also 
contains "My Mothers Hymn Book" a complete never 
released solo acoustic spiritual album. 


Sale Ends 12.10.03 


Guster 
“Keep it Together” 


ANTI-FLAG 


THE TERROR STATE 


$15.99 | 
2cps / 


With Bonus 


See Guster Live At 


Melissa Ferrick They Might Be Giants The Orpheum 12.16.03 
with Brian Winton Sale Ends 12.10.03 Sale Ends 12.10.03 
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BY CAROLYN CLAY 


Angels in America 
Adapted by Tony Kushner from h 
A in America: Millennium 
hes and Angels in America: 
stroika. Directed by Mike Nichols 
0, Mery! Streep, Emma 
Mary-Louise Parker, Jeffrey 
, Patrick Wright, Justin Kirk, and 
1 Shenkman. Airs this Sunday and 
next, December 7 and 14, at 8 p.m 
HBO 


1 


and a fault of the t it makes its in bled yrapho 


iake 
house devil ius of unprin- 
vrongs S rre D The 
Tony-winning per 

Broadway inca 
be too large for celluloid 
Derek Jacobi-in 


cipled 


natio! 


increasingly yellowing complexion, gives us a 


blunt, brooding man bubbling with conserva- 


xeyond words, a one-tir ix 


ges of the disease, just as trou 

1obic Brooklyn housewife Harper 
Pitt is left by her conservative Mormon-lawyer 
husband, Joe, Cohn’s protégé and a gay man 
wrestling his orientation the way the Biblical 
Jacob does the angel. 
nga Prior, too, gets his chance to wrestle an 
I Claudius haircut and an angel in Perestroika — though like several 
other supernatural encounters, this one, tak- 
ing place over beeping New York traffic, is a 


television 


Angels on high 


Tony Kushner’s fantasia Is still timely on HBO 


SHE’S NO ANGEL: Mery! Streep as the.ghost of Ethel Rosenberg watches over Al Pacino’s dying Roy Cohn 


conjuring King Kong more 
estament. By and large, though 

transcription of his epic two-part 

ease. There’s a spellbind- tl vork, dense with imagination and pc 
ing scene in which a hc ives the sea change to film. Which is 
f a surprise, not just because works tied 

to specific times and political agendas don’t 


usually 


low-eyed, morphine 

stoned Cohn, in a state 
somewhere hetwee ce, se well hit al bec: > Kust oy” 
Omewnere DeTtween sec ige well Dul aisO Decause usnner s 
onia, listens as us, with its daring collision of polemic and 
> nurse, Belize red very much a beast of the 


e of Heaven as ¢ 1at medium’s greater friendlines 


e San Francisc y and language, not t¢ 
it with ( mention camp sensi 
lights and ra 
confusion.” Wright is 


The comn re is admirable (and 


since 


must be duplicated by the viewer, 


from the Broadway cast plays 


seven hours have been pared only t« 
with Kushner doing more cutting and 
erestroika). Both pieces begin 
pective of the descendir § 
t distance throu 
rive at the Central 


the F 


s valiantly unglamorous 
ating to achieve orgasm 
10sts of prior Priors 
its Michael Gambon 


shooting fire from their 


y left by logor (came 


_ouis, who can’t deal with and Simon Callow) 
ectoplasmic fingertips. 

But the human drama is unflinchingly 
acted, especially by the men: Justin Kirk as a 
gorgeous if caked-lipped Prior, furiously 
grasping at life; Patrick Wilson, beatific, chis- 
eled, and immensely vulnerable as Joe Pitt; 
and Ben Shenkman, annoying as the annoy- 
ingly self-induigent, self-justifying Louis but 
bringing a Woody Allen—ish reflectiveness to 
the character’s non-stop political emoting. 


The women’s roles involve more of the double 
1 triple casting that’s a holdover from the 
Queen of quirk Mary-Louise Parker cre 
ates an impish but bravely unkempt and 
depressed Harper, wafting through her 
Brooklyn refrigerator into a polar fantasy that 
finds her felling a pine tree with her teeth 
Thompson is fiery as the angel and doubles as 
the bordering-on-butch nurse who inspires 
the Heavenly vision. And in a notably self- 
effacing turn, Streep makes folksy-talking 
Mormon mom Hannah a liké 
the-earth f Bring 


with accents to | 


it-handed 


irecognizable as a history-to 
urling about bad te a dain 
ghoulishness as the rosebud-lipped ghost of 

the! Rosenberg 
I watched the second part of 
yn the day Mas 


sachusetts mo 


galization of gi 


He and i 
ind Hannah 
hesda fountain 
liscuss the fall of the Berlin Wall 
t ol ( aL rbachev . 

, addressing the can 
re life.” Speaking gay populace 
he apathetic 80s by AIDS, he 
says, “This disease will be the end of many of 
us, but not nearly all, and the dead will be 
commemorated and will struggle on with the 
living, and we are not going away. We won't 
die secret deaths anymore. The world only 
spins forward. We will be citizens. The time 
has come.” Then he returns to the political 
discussion as the group moves away. Its gay 
members aren’t yet allowed to marry. But 
they are, like Kushner himself, valorously 


engaged. 8 


decimated in 
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Freaky Friday 
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dance 


Taking The Nutcracker home 


Or, the search for the perfect video version... 


BY JEFFREY GANTZ zathered, and she has 


e has to sacrifice f 


1e Nutcracker (an authentic touch 
..A. Hoffmann novella 
g authentic about the 
er overskirt). The 
e is perfunctory, with the Nutcracker 
ling the Mouse King just as Clara’s sl 
mes in, and the most int 


} I 
ara and the P 


AT THE MOVIES: Vanessa Sharp as Clara and Hu 


as his mother the Mouse Queen in The Nutcracker Prince; Jessica Lynn Cohen as Marie and Macaulay Culkin as the Prince in George Balanchine’s The Nutcracker 


a 


From Russia with love lets Nureyev and Park show what they can 
The fir 
Nutcracker was the animation o 
Nutcr 

Fantasia 

Fairy, Coffee 


mushrooms) 


st theater “version” of The do, but the tempos are very slow and there 
are many curtain calls after each section 
(plus an irruption of applause in the middle 
f Park’s variation, just before her manége) 
And instead of playing the concluding 


Apotheosis, the orchestra shifts back to the 


les), Marzipan, t 
and Dee q 


kovsky despised 


mouse music and we find Clara waking up 
m the nap in her chair as the guests pre- 
leave; the ballet ends with their 


going-out music as Clara sits on the stairs 


pare {& 
first Nutcrac to rea 
screens was the New and looks at her Nutcracker 
staging, on Christmas night in 1957 and In 
1958, with Ru 


Balanchine playing G 


1977, PBS first broadcast the 
patriate Ge 


father Dr 


American Ballet Theatre Nutcracker that 
red Mikhail Baryshnikov and Gelsey 

Kirkland; a televised holiday staple for 

Nutcracke years and out on MGM/UA Home Video, 


Americans are most fami 


meter 


De starred 
famous Russian expatriates. In 1968 
Rudolf Nureyev i 
to the Royal Ballet at Covent Garden 
d on a Kultur DVD. Rudi n 


es as DroBelmeier Hbelmeie d Ba inikov 


oves fluid \ 
wn vers! painfully thin 
tlously expressive, and 

1 but affectionate 


ipping 


e. There's ¢ 
about the duet 
the second-act 
divertissements, mostly duets in front of a 


ara and her Prince, are ordinary 
Jeux is not. It | ns with 
yv airborne in the Prince's 
then Kirkland fairy-footed in 


> Sugar Plum Fairy 


Clara is left to run to the window and 
look out at the falling snow, as if wonder- 
ing what the world holds in store for her 
It’s a conclusion Hoffmann would appre 


Cclate 


what’s not so worthy is the omission 
»f the coda to the pas de deux (in which 
Sugar Plum does her series of fouettés) 
the omission of Coffee (so the telecast 
uld fit into a 90-minute time slot), and 
for-children-only voiceover “explain 


r\ 


Back in the USSR 

If you vondering what Nureyev and 

I hnikov left back home, you can look at 

178 Bolshoi Ballet version with 

Vladimir Vasiliev and Yekaterina 

Maximova that first appeared on Kultur (it’s 
sa “Bolshoi Theater” DVD; the 


the performance isn’t) 


This one begins with the bourgeoisie, 
bewigged and bewildered, trooping across 
the stage to the Stahlbaums’; they’re fol- 
lowed by an antic, strutting, windblown 
Drofelmeier carrying what looks like a red 
Teletubby Nutcracker. The party children, 
all obviously adults, include girls dressed as 
boys and girls in tutus as girls; the 
Stahlbaum company parlor is on the dowdy 
side. DroBelmeier turns up in black with a 
yellow vest and gloves; later he dons a black 
cloak and conical hat with yellow stars. The 
Nutcracker is a life-size doll, like Harlequin 
and Columbine; he falls in a heap while 
dancing with Fritz, and Masha (in 
Hoffmann’s story, the heroine is named 
Marie, and Clara is her new doll, so in 
Russia she’s Masha) gets to take him to bed 
Drofelmeier is prominent in the battle 
scene, conjuring the Mouse King up from 
the floor, and in this version the Mouse 
King is not killed but merely retreats after 
Masha throws the shoe. The duet is notable 
f 1a’s being carried aloft by the dolls 
rather than by the Prince; the couple take 
part in the Dance of the Snowflakes (who 
look like refugees from an Esther Williams 
number) before being airlifted away 
At the beginning of the second act, the 
mice reappear. DroBelmeier has a solo 
before exiting; Vasiliev as the Prince exe- 
cutes some ferocious secondes before 
descending into a pit with the Mouse King 
and reappearing with the latter’s crown. 
Chocolate and Tea do jumping jacks; Coffee 
lance; Russian is a folk num- 
ipan is a Watteau couple leading a 
ribbon. Drofelmeier is lifted 
too-visible wire as the dolls 
The Waltz of the Flowers is a 
es, with the men holding 


torches in a way that recalls the country 
polonaise near the end of the first act of 
Swan Lake. Everyone stays on as backdrop 
for the pas de deux, where there’s some 
nimble pointe work from Maximova but als« 
more irritating curtain calls. For the finale, 
Masha gets a bridal veil; after the usual 
reprises, the camera cuts to Masha in her 
nightgown looking around the tree and 
grabbing her Nutcracker 

There’s a second Bolshoi version, with 
irek Mukhamedov and Natalya 


Arkhipova, that was filmed in 1989 and 


however, Mukhamedov is n 
ing than Vasiliev, and Ark 


delicate than Maximova, 


gh Bigney as DroBelmeier in Nutcracker: The Motion Picture; Mike MacDonald as the future Mouse King and Phyllis Diller 


Representing the post-Soviet Nutcracker is 
the Kirov Ballet production, with Viktor 
Baranov and Larissa Lezhnina, that was 
filmed for Phillips in 1994. The St. 
Petersburg guests, like their Moscow coun- 
terparts, process across the stage; 
Drofelmeier (Piotr Russanov) has what 
looks like a hobby horse for Fritz, and once 
inside, he drops the rag-doll-like 
Nutcracker, then retrieves it and puts it on 
a table before joining the young ladies for a 
friendly game of blind man’s buff, catching 
Masha and then dancing with her. The 
young people (many of the boys wearing 
black-and-white-striped coats) troop out, 
leaving the adults to dance; DroBelmeier 
leaves his disappointed partner (I think it’s 
Luise, the seldom seen older sister of Fritz 
and Marie/Masha/Clara) to change into his 
black-and-gold magician’s outfit. After the 
puppet show (barely visible) and the dolls 
(Harlequin, a “Columbine” in a pink tutu, 
and a moor), he leads everyone to the 
Nutcracker, but only Masha is interested 
After the GroBvater Tanz (the oldsters start 
it off, then Gramps totters off and 
DroBelmeier and the ladies finish up), 
Masha takes the Nutcracker to bed. 

Clouds indicate she’s dreaming. Mice are 
stealing goodies off the tree; Masha throws 
pillows at them; after a simple battle 
sequence, the Nutcracker appears and is 
chased around before Masha distracts the 
Mouse King with her shoe. The duet is 
slow, formal, and somewhat inert; Masha 
and the Prince also take part in the Dance 
of the Snowflakes 
Dolls, 
before DroBelmeier waves his wand and 


In the Realm of the 


the prince chases away evil figures 


the unprepossessing divertissements begin 


(as in the Bolshoi versions, there’s nc 





mce 


on 
or a 


jing 


Mother Ginger). For the pas de deux, 
Lezhnina changes into a pink tutu, and 
with men from the Waltz of the Flowers 
helping out, it looks like the Rose Adagio 
from Sleeping Beauty, with Baranov (who 
was Tsarevich Ivan in the Firebird that the 
Kirov did in Boston last month) the Désiré 
at the end of the line. The celesta in Dance 
of the Sugar Plum Fairy is very backward, 
and the second, manége section steps 
and music is omitted. After a careful 
coda, we get the Apotheosis of Masha; cut 
to her bed, where she gets up and hugs her 
Nutcracker 


London calling 

In England, meanwhil 
version that’s followed 
on the Nutcracker < 
enchanted nephew (as 


robelmeier’s 

is in the 
Hoffmann story) and on DroBelmeier’s 
attempt, through € to break the spel 
The 1985 Peter Wright production with 
Lesley Collier and Anthony Dowell was 
broadcast on A&E (complete with Joan 
Fontaine as host and interminable back- 
stage interviews by Prince Charles) before 
coming out on Kultur. The Overture finds 
DroBelmeier (Michael Coleman) in his 
workshop (a screen title 
“Nuremburg”), huggi 
looking tearfully at a picture o 
on the wall. He also has an angel for the 
Stahlbaums’ tree. The party scene is domi- 
nated by unfestive shades of beige and 
brown; after Father Christmas (complete 


us it S In 


with crozier) has dropped in to deliver pres- 
ents, Clara (Julie Rose) receives the 
Nutcracker, Fritz grabs it and drops it, 
Drofelmeier wraps it up. DroBelmeier 
reappears for the battle sequence, revolving 
in and out of the owl clock; the mice wear 
military uniforms, and after a bare-knuckle 
fight, Clara knocks the Mouse King out 
with her shoe. Four Christmas angels take 
us to the Dance of the Snowflakes (in 
which Clara and the Prince (Guy Niblett) 
participate); eight introduce the second act, 
in which, as in Boston, Clara and the Prince 
are presented to the Sugar Plum Fairy 
(Collier) and her Cavalier (Dowell) and the 
battle is mimed. A matronly Chocolate gets 
the divertissements off to a bad start; once 
again there’s no Mother Ginger, and in the 
pas de deux, Collier and Dowell look like 
refugees from Madame Tussaud. At the 
end, Drofelmeier ret his workshop 
and finds his nephew; they fall into each 
other’s arms. 

That version has been superseded, at least 
on PBS, by a 2000 Royal Ballet Nutcracker 
that Dowell (now Sir Anthony) directs and 
stars in as DroBelmeier. Never known for 
plodding, the late Yevgeny Svetlanov takes 
105 minutes to get through this 85-minute 
score (and that’s without Mother Ginger) 
giving the production a museum feel. Alina 
Cojocaru is a coltish, Julie Andrewsy Clara; 
she seems to be loosening up with the sym- 
pathetic young man who helps her put the 
Nutcracker to bed and bids her a feeling 
goodnight (Frau Stahlbaum throws Clara a 
significant glance), but he never reappears 
She’s unsexy in her duets with Ivan 
Putrov’s less prepossessing Nutcracker 
nephew, and the way they’re incorporated 
into some of the divertissements (Clara 
holding the Chinese parasols, for instance) 
smacks of a cutesy grand tour. Like Collier 
and Dowell in ‘85, Miyako Yoshida and 
Jonathan Cope seem to have been flown in 
from another ballet. When Clara wakes, she 
goes outside (why?) and runs into the 
nephew, who gives her his cloak and in 
return gets his uncle’s address; she realizes 
who he was while he goes to the workshop 
and falls into his uncle’s arms. WGBH will 
be showing this one Christmas Eve at 
9 p.m.; you can also see it on a BBC Opus 
Arte DVD. 


Hollywood calling 

Following its cameo appearance in Fantasia, 
The Nutcracker took a long time to return 
to the movies. It reappeared on the big 
screen in 1986 (and subsequently from 
Paramount Home Video) as Carroll 
Ballard’s Nutcracker: The Motion Picture, 
his shooting of the Pacific Northwest Ballet 


production choreographed by Kent Stowell 
and designed by Maurice Sendak, who illus- 
trated the Ralph Manheim translation of 
Hoffmann’s story. Sendak’s sets, unfortu- 
nately, don’t register, and his distinctive 
dark humor works better in the book; 
Ballard destroys the illusion of a stage per- 
formance without adding any magic of his 
own. And the party is an agonizing affair in 
which Vanessa Sharp’s Clara looks at Hugh 
Bigney’s Drofelmeier as if he had sexually 
abused her — she’s terrified even of danc- 
ing with him. Wade Walthall with his fake 
handlebar moustache is another wax Prince, 
Patricia Barker makes little impact as Sugar 
Plum, and the dancing is not at the New 
York/ London/St. Pete burg level 

You can’t knock dancing in Paul 
Schibli’s 1990 Warner Brothers film The 
Nutcracker Prince because there isn’t 
any. You could, however, ask for better 
animation: the movie has about half the 
cels it needs. Screenwriter Patricia Watson 
adheres closer to Hoffmann than any other 
version, including the story of the Hard 
Nut (which explains why the Mouse 
Queen cast a spell on DroBelmeier’s 
nephew); that and the voiced performanc- 
es of Megan Follows as Clara and Kiefer 
Sutherland as the Prince are the film’s 
strengths. But it falls uneasily between 
Disney and Looney Tunes, with Phyllis 
Diller as a scenery-chewing Mouse Queen 
and Mike MacDonald a nasty Paul Lynde 
on speed as her son. And the Tchaikovsky 
score gets sliced and diced until it’s little 
more than background music. At one point 
the Waltz of the Flowers is turned into a 
saccharine number for Clara, “If You 
Could Hear Me Now,” that makes the 
original sound like late-period 
Schoenberg; and the touching moment at 
the end when Clara meets the unenchant- 
ed nephew and says, “Hello, Nutcracker,” 
is immediately swallowed up by the end- 
credit song, a vapid ditty that Pyotr Ilyich 
had nothing to do with. 

No complaints are likely to be heard 
about the dancing in George Balan- 
chine’s The Nutcracker — that is, not 
about the real dancing. The catch is that 
the Nutcracker Prince in this 1993 film 
directed by the late Emile Ardolino (Dirty 
Dancing, Three Men and a Little Lady) is 
played by child star Macaulay Culkin, 


Auteur! Auteur! 

Finally, there are the transgressive 
Nutcrackers. This genre hit the big time in 
1991 when Mark Morris choreographed 
The Hard Nut for his Mark Morris Dance 
Group at the Théatre Royal de la Monnaie 
in Brussels; it made its American debut at 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music in 
December 1992 and was shown on PBS a 
few days later in a version that’s preserved 
on an Elektra Nonesuch videotape. Morris 
set his Nutcracker in ‘50s/’60s A 
party guests wear headbands ar 
toms and mini-ski Fritz (Mari 
Moore) turns up in red Keds; Marie 


( shall) has fuzzy bunny 


ack maid (Kra 
There’s a guitar sing-al 
of the swim and the ‘ 
GroBvater Tanz is turned into a 1 
and Mark himself is funny as 
in green pants whon 
hump before § 
bed. It’s silly (which is okay) and soph¢ 
moric (which is not), and the “choreogra 
phy” Mickey Mouses the score. After the 
battle scene (where Fritz’s GI Joes 
maneuvered by the rats), Marie falls 
floor in a faint while DroBelmeier (Rob 
Besserer) and his Nutcracker nephew dance 
a romantic duet, Morris reminding us that 
Tchaikovsky was in love with his ne 
when he wrote the ballet 
Everyone — men and women gets to 
be Snowflakes and Flowers; fair enough, 
but why dress the men up in traditional 
women’s costumes and give them tradi- 
tional women’s choreography? They just 
look clunky. It doesn’t get any better when 
Morris, explaining that “everybody joins 
in, because they all helped,” turns the cli- 
mactic pas de deux into a pas de tout. 
There’s actual danc- 
ing in this act, but 
it’s not very good, 
and what Marie and 


. 


Pte cae Teed 


Despite replacing Clara with Bim 
and bringing on an accordion 
player, Maurice Bejart proves 
that if you respect the score 

and the audience, you can create 
a contemporary Nutcracker. 


who notwithstanding his time at New York 
City Ballet’s School of American Ballet 
can’t dance and doesn’t even walk very 
gracefully. But he’s far from the only cul- 
prit in this disappointing effort. Ardolino 
hits you with more camera angles than 
Citizen Kane, David Zinman whips 
through the score (which includes an 
interpolation from Sleeping Beauty) like a 
fire engine heading for a five-alarmer, and 
the sound is dull and muffled. Jessica Lynn 
Cohen is a soulful Clara, and the turns 
from Darci Kistler as Sugar Plum, Damian 
Woetzel as her Cavalier, Kyra Nichols as 
Dewdrop, Wendy Whelan as Coffee, 
Lourdes Lopez and Nilas Martins as 
Chocolate, and Bart Robinson Cook as 
DroBelmeier are what you'd expect, but 
the stage is underlit (when Whelan spins, 
her arms ghost), and there doesn’t appear 
to be any audience, so everyone looks 
detached, almost abstract. The title wants 
you to understand that this is Balanchine’s 
NYCB production. Having died in 1983, 
however, he had nothing to do with the 
casting of Culkin, and nothing to do with 
the making of the film, which is now part 
of the Elektra Nonesuch Balanchine 
Library. 


the Nutcracker do for the 
Dance of the Sugar Plum 
Fairy and the Waltz 
Apotheosis is an embarrass- 
ment. 

Of course, the beginning of the 1999 
Nutcracker that Patrice Bart choreo- 
graphed for the Staatsoper Berlin makes it 
seem that Morris was taking dictation from 
Petipa and Ivanov. The Overture, at a 
moderate tempo under Daniel Barenboim 
(who with the Staatskapelle Berlin goes on 
to give a gorgeously shaped performance), 
has a nice lilt, but when the curtain rises, 
the orchestra shifts into the battle music as 
we see a woman in a white dress and a red 
hat give her child a nutcracker toy. Giant 
shadow figures brandishing curved swords 
dominate the background; the woman 
grows agitated. Finally the figures, in 
Middle Eastern robes, burst in and assail 
mother and child; the nutcracker is 
dropped; the child is carried off; a 
DroBelmeier-like figure is seen with the 
nutcracker. Blackout to Fritz and Luise 
having a snowball fight. The booklet that 
accompanies the Arthaus Musik DVD 
“explains” that Marie was kidnapped from 
her bourgeois mother by Russian revolu- 


tionaries and then adopted 
Stahlbaum family, but she 

place with Fritz and Luise and mis 
mother. Somehow, DroBelmeier knc 
story and means to reunite the tw 
Matz’s DroBelmeier looks 

young One 


Waltz 
DroBeln 
DroBelmeier | 
appears on | 
into a doll 
Russian revolutionaries 
light throughout 
Even this seems t 
Maurice Béjart’s 
puts “Elle, the Mother 
this version performed by Béjart f 
Lausanne and captured on DVD ir 
Image Entertainn 
remembering Chr 


he loved to crack v 


to time, Béjart, on a black- 
video screen, appears tc 
through the story; along t 
joins a scout troop a 
female bust that dc 


the stage, an oran 


in Mao outfits 

Méphisto as magician with a seductive 
female assistant; Félix does Marzipan 

and there’s the “French mber 
nachealt . 

apaciic ANE PSL 

rom Tchaikovsky's sc« 

Flowers is a f 

Godmother 

dance with Elle a 


Il conformista. Mé 

explains that “the chore 

want to change the classical choreogray 
of the grand pas ¢ 

be danced in the origina 

Petipa.” Well, almost 

Christine Blanc) and 

(Domenico Levré) 

Cavalier gives way to Fé a 

and the Russian man (Igor Piovano) in the 
coda, but Blanc has attitude as well as 
arabesques, and in fact the dancing 
throughout is first-rate, proof that if you 
treat The Nutcracker, and the audience, 
with respect, you can make it do everything 
but crack nuts. cs 
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ee “A magnificent triumph 
Absolutely stunning’ 


THE —The Atlantic Monthly 
UNEQUALLED 
te Exceptional.... Nuanced, moving 


A book teeming, like [Pepys’s famous] 
diary, with clarity, momentum and 


eae Lite ree 


great pleasure.” —Chicago Tribune 


Invaluable.... Not only brings [Pepys] 


back to vibrant life, but makes a power- 
ful case that hes more central, more 
relevant, than we ever imagined 


—The New York Times Book Review 


» Anithor of Fane dusten: A Lif 


BOOKER PRIZE FINALIST 


A New York Times Notable Book 
from the bestselling author of 
A Fine Balance 


The reader is moved, even 
to tears.” —John Updike 
The New Yorker 


Mistry needs no infusion 

of magical realism to vivify 
the real. The real world, 
through his eyes, is magical’ Rohinton Mistry 


—The New York Times 


ete 


A NOVEL 


WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE 


LOM ae 


“A beautifully written book 
—The Atlantic Monthly 


‘Shirley Ann Grau is one of those 
rare writers who creates a world 
draws the reader into it, and makes 
him somehow happy there no matter 
what goes on.... Such is her beguilement 
that one c » the novel's end 
with a an aves 


that 


% a —Newsweek 


Sct a ead Ae es Q 


| 


| 
| 


A PEN/HEMINGWAY 
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One of GQ's Ten Best 
Books of the Year 


TMI GIUd HA VEIT 


A Village Voice Literary 
Supplement Best Book 


ge 


In Hudson's weird, wonderful 


and worrisome world...the 
Persian Gulf War, that outwardly 
pristine conflict, comes at last 
into its literary own’ 
—Washington Post Book World 
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“A war book like no other. It’s as 
if Salvador Dali had rewritten 
Ali Quiet on the Western Front.” 
—USA Today 
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pmanderback | Everyone's treat 


Jennifer Fisher finds community 
in our Nutcracker nation 


BY MARCIA B. SIEGEL 


momentary antidote to the 

cash-register mentality that infects the holi 
days 

The Nutcracker 

no monolithic artifact. Since its first produc- 


as Fisher demonstrates, is 


tion, which was choreographed by Marius 
Petipa and Lev Ivanov in 1892 for the 
Mariinsky Theater (now home to the Kirov 
Ballet and Opera), it has 
become a theme to be riffed 
upon as much as a master- 
piece to be preserved. Fisher 
believes that when it “immi- 
grated” to this side of the 
Atlantic in the 20th century, 
it began a versatile career as 
a conduit for psychological, 
artistic, ethnic, and commu- 
nity aspirations as diverse as 
Ne America itself 
For Fisher and her fellow 
es, just the thought of 
ditional Nutcracker 
sers comforting memo- 
ries of family holidays, 
childhood pastimes, scary 
monsters easily defeated, 
beautiful ballerina role mod- 
i | escapes 
{ theater. As 
juction 
“template,” 
it can evoke 
personal 


| Nutcracker Nation 
By Jennifer Fisher. Yale University : 
Press, 230 pages, $27. more ominous, Can a Clas- 


WHEN IT “IMMIGRATED” 

to this side of the Atlantic, 

points out isher believes, The Nutcracker money for 
Fisher t The Nut 


r gives a fascinating acc« 
ig productions: the 
munity effort staged annual 


un Ballet of Lees 


S research 

placed with James Kudel 

1 he became director ¢ company 
The backstage operations Fisher traces in 
| hole insid- 
er culture that probably forms the nucleus 
of every Nutcracker audience 

Disturbing contemporary questions 


underlie The Nutcracker’s spirited history 


Toronto and Leesburg reveal a w 


How far can the ballet 

stretch in alternative 

directions without disap- 
| pearing? And, perhaps 


__ | ical ballet compete with 


the mega-financing and 
blanket visibility of com- 
mercial spectacle? 
Invasions of outfits like 
the Rockettes’ Holiday 
Show are neither new nor 
limited to Boston. As 
Fisher notes, the “lavish 
sets and special effects” of 
Kudelka’s Nutcracker in 
Toronto were perceived as 
a bid to compete with 
“lavish musicals that were 
taking away business.” 
Nutcracker Nation 
invites us to think about 
the reasons for this ballet’s 
enduring appeal despite its 
often perilous prospects 
The Nutcracker may make 
its sponsoring 


The began a versatile career as a ganizations, but the 


conduit for psychological, 


and in 


tic, ethnic, and communit f the attendance is 


aspirations as diverse as North -clining. | wonder wh 


{merica itsetj 


he loving or strange 

grown-up e dreaming, the irra- 
tional fez The second-act divertissement 
is pure fairy tale, a reward with no ambigu- 
ities. It’s the interplay of the real and the 
unreal, reinterpreted in the image of a local 
audience, that keeps the Nutcracker ballet 
alive 

Clara, the heroine, can be played by a 
real girl or an adult dancer. The Nutcracker, 
once liberated from his identity as a fancy 
kitchen utensil, can be a boy or a man. The 
relationship between them and the godfa- 
ther/magician Drofelmeier can be as simple 
as a visit from Santa Claus or as complicat- 
ed as pre-adolescent sexual angst. Both the 
protagonists and the fairy-tale characters 
can be choreographed up or down accord- 
ing to the local talent; they can be sur- 
rounded by accomplices, extra effects, and 
comic turns 

Different editions of the ballet can 
engage in ethnic stereotyping or promote 
ethnic pride. There’s a Nutcracker with 
dancing wheelchairs, and one for endan- 
gered plants and animals, and a dance- 
along for any enthusiast with access to a 
tutu and a tiara. Of course, the theme can 
be modernized, glamorized, and imported 
into popular media like film, TV, and ice 


constitutes the “communi 

ty” of Nutcracker for 

companies like Boston 
Ballet. If Boston’s production, which each 
year is seen by more people than any other, 
can’t make enough money in the 3600-seat 
Wang Theatre to satisfy the Wang Center, 
can it pull back and still be economically 
viable? It’s no accident, and no disgrace, 
that both professional and community 
Nutcrackers have tapped into new audiences 
with small-scale touring and large-scale 
local participation. 

Fisher describes wonderful moments of 
communitas that sometimes occur when a 
performance speaks to the experience, the 
longings, and the collective energy of an 
audience, moments that make The 
Nutcracker more than entertainment. Fisher 
herself acquired ownership through her 
early ballet classes and a euphoric teenage 
career as a Snowflake with the Louisville 
Ballet. Others may make the connection as 
production volunteers, as performers, or as 
witness to a single moment of beauty in one 
performance. 

Nutcracker Nation began as a doctoral 
dissertation at the University of California 
at Irvine, and it retains a few scars from 
that process. But the academic conceits are 
mostly unobtrusive, and Fisher, who is a 
dance critic as well as a teacher, writes in a 
lively, readable prose. «= 
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Continued from. the cover 
flow so fast it spilleth over, all the while 
seducing you into pumping their shit louder 
than a bomb 


1 : ; ; 
But in Aesop Rock’s case, that doesn’t 





In interview 
rview, this underground-rap icon 


rat 


he wants to turn you on 






ionale. “I never 





ne tan, you Kno\ 

















ai Getritu £ 

top of t he notes, “My tongue 

is bleeding me.” Just as the white noise is 
about to take over, the track cranks.up 

< again, with an entirely new ugly backing 
beat.and- #densér, .tidréupenetrable [vris 
al flows And-that’s'jast the firet minute of 
a 70-minute CD. 

The only way to untangle yourself. from 
these jarring cheap beats, every-which;way 
samples, and torrents of consonant-clut 
tered raps is to-steel yourself for study, to 
learn jt-as if.yesp-tvere decoding the ener- 
valing babble of '4 Hew language. Not that 
there afen’t enticements to-undettake the 
hard work —- the sarcastic broken funk of 
“Cook It Up,” the burbling electrobeats of 
“Easy,” the beguiling’snatchés of twisted 
jazz and classtcal and Middle Eastern 
music everywhere. But the biggest entice- 
ment is Aesop Rock’s previous track 
record. For most fans, that means his 2001 
full-length Def Jux debut, Labor Days, and 
its 2002 follow-up EP, Daylight, both of 
which countered his dark, chunky logor 
rhea with smooth, haunting music as fresh 
and clean as any beats in the underground 

“] don’t know,” he says on his cell 





phone as the Def Jux tour caravan pulls 
into its latest overnight stop in Chicago. 
“It was kind of not that conscious a deci- 
sion. { think a lot of the difference in 
sound is just due to a difference in pro- 
duction sound. Most people are used to 
hearing me over Blockhead, who’s a pro- 
ducer I work with, and this time around I 
just kind of wanted to do most of it 
myself.” 


The James Joyce of indie rap? 


There’s a riot goin’ on in Aesop Rock’s Bazooka Tooth 








ere 


Kee 


of naming,.of making descriptive lists. 


Aesop Rock indeed did produce all but 
four wf the.15 cuts on Bazooka Tooth, 
whereas he handles fewer than athird of 
the numbérs-on Labor Days and only one 
on Daylight. Yet that just begs the question 
of why go so dense and dark. He continues 
to sidestep as | prod. “B-boy rule number 
one is to not biteanything. So I’m not 


* interested n makjag-a record that sounds 


lrke anything elsé I’ve heard. Take the few 
rules that your pioneers set up for you and 
do your own shit, without compromising 
your personality or trying to be different on 
purpose or lying or anything — there’s a 
way to strive for a bit of an original sound 
without coming off as pretentious.” 

If that’s the full measure of an album’s 
then Bazooka Tooth gets a jillion 
stars. True to his mission, he never sounds 
precious, like fellow rap nerd Beans, or 
grandiose, like indie-rock gurus Mars 
Volta, but his earthiness is like that of early 
Ornette Coleman, or Sly Stone on There’s 
a Riot Goin’ On. As | play and replay the 
disc in my car, I find myself trying to get 
untangled by turning the volume so loud 
that the street scenes in my rear-view mir- 
ror go fuzzy as the woofers rattle my back 
window. And seeing the world jostle out of 
focus gives me pause — at its worst, when 
the rhymes become impenetrable and the 
fragments unparsable and the beats merely 
oppressive, as happens on maybe three of 


uccess 
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nt 
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these 15 tracks, the dise’s gazillion stars yout * 


fuzzy as well. But maybe that’s the point? 
“These past two years have been pretty 
strange,” Aesop says, “So I wanted fo make 
an overall soundscape —- lyrigs and produt- 
tion included — that reflect the grittiness of « 
New York by itself, and on top of that the 
grittiness of New York in terms of what’s 
been happening in the world for the last 


couple years:-And it’s sist exactly pretty.” +. 3 
The atest in a long artiStic'line; Aesop. ~ = 





THE LATEST IN A LONG ARTISTIC LINE, Aesop Rock has as his great verbal talent the creative act 


Rock has as his great verbal ‘talent the cré>" > 


ative act of naming, of making descriptive 
lists. It can be an astounding and even 
transcendent trait, even if it takes time for 
people to appreciate it, as was the case 
with some of his most ambitious predeces- 
sors. “It’s a turgid welter of pornography 
(the rudest schoolboy kind) & unformed & 
unimportant drivel,” wrote Edith Wharton 
about James Joyce’s Ulysses. “And until the 
raw ingredients of a pudding make a pud- 
ding, I shall never believe that the raw 
material of sensation & thought can make 
a work of art without the cook’s interven- 
ing.” 

Born Jan Bavitz 27 yeats ago on Long 
Island, Aesop Rock has always been as 
steeped in New York’s quotidian life as 
Joyce was in Dublin’s. On Labor Days, the 
passing mentions of subway cars and dou- 
ble-dutch games flow as easy as the old- 
school rap quotes through which he claims 
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his heritage. The city 
comes out evén 
stronger in “Nickel 

| Plated Pockets,” a cut 

| off thé Daylight EP. 
That @ne was supposed 
to be a quickie capital- 
izing On the success of 
Labor Days’ most tran- 
scendent cut, “Day 
light,” but “Nickel 
lated Pockets” 
dropped the first hint 
that the EP was also a 
testimonial to more 
pressing matters in the 
rapper’s life. The 
song’s portrait of a trip 
to the store with “a 
pocket full of nickels 
for cigarettes, gum, and 
milk” was also a por- 
trait of mental and 
social bonds cracking 
in a city where “there’s 
crack in the basement” 
and “where every crack 
in the sidewalk is a 
symbol.” At the tail end 
of the disc came a hid- 
den track testifying to 
what those cracks 
added up to — a 
crack-up. “In August of 
2001, my seemingly 
splinter-proof brain 
bone scaffolding 
exploded. . . . I'd be 
lying if | said all of this 
made even the slightest 


ka e h fragment of sens€ to 
ir friends/It me... . don’t know 
e this what happened or 
5 ver what’s still happening.” 
my G nalists 


As a result, Aesop cani- 
celled his first big tour, 
holed up in his apart- 
ment, underwent pro- 
fessional treatment, and 
poured himself into 

—. writifig-and producing 
Fe Bazookt, Tooths: . + * 
it‘was a combination Gt lot oP things, 
none of.which I’m all thatcomfortable 
talking about,” he says now. “But a lot of 
things in my life, and obviously in the 
globe,-and in my family — just a lot of shit 
went down at the time. H’$-net- something | 
like to go into. detail about past that song, 
which I Sort of regret releasing anyway.” 

1 don’t think he'll ever Say the sate 
about Bazooka Todth—,the disc is a land- 
~ntatk, dfie of the few avantgarde hip-hop 
discs that deserves more than a subeultgral 
pedestal. But as Aesop Rock also stresses, 
it doesn’t mean he won’t continue patching 
the cracks where he can. A few Sundays 
ago, I went to see him perform to a sold- 
out club in my home town, Cleveland, 
where he shared the stage with his good 
friend Mr. Lif? In my estimation, Lif’s own 
Def Jux masterpiece, J, Phantom, surpasses 
Aesop Rock’s almost-masterpieces, but, 
hey, it’s still light out in Aesop’s life, and 
the show proved it. Both men were in top 
form, joshing, opening up their raps even 
as they spewed them with a dizzying dex- 
terity. One of the loveliest rhymes was his 
a cappella rendition of “No Jumper 
Cabies,”:a number I just can’t get my ears 
around on Bazooka Tooth.its wt of 1980s 
New York City totems was prodigious, a 
reminder of what George Orwell called 
Ulysses’s author: “an elephantine pendant.” 
But first, he said, “Joyce is a poet.” e 


jt fae ots 
























THE PAPER AND INK US 
PUBLICATION MAY AFFE 
THE MICROFOF 





PAPER AND INK USED IN THE ORIGINAL 
ICATION MAY AFFECT THE QUALITY OF 
THE MICROFORM EDITION. 


bd 


a Gi Lee ee 


| 
| 
| 


: 


MUSIC you 
the artists 


LA 


ck bottom prices 


ie eel al 


fg) NewbucY ComreS 





ARTS 


cover story 


The James Joyce of indie rap? 


There’s a riot goin’ on in Aesop Rock’s Bazooka Tooth 


THE LATEST IN A LONG ARTISTIC LINE, Aesop R 


writing and prc 
Bazooka Tooth 
ibination Of a lot of things 
ill that comfortable 
now But a 
ybviously in t 
just ) 
et somethi 
ast that sor 
g anyway 
out Baz 


mark, one « 


a dizzying dex 


terity. One of the loveliest rhymes was his 


as they spewed t 
Born Jan Bavitz 27 years ago on Long a cappella rendition of “No Jumper 
Island, Aesop Rock has always been as Cables,” a number | just can’t get my ears 
steeped in New York’s quotidian life as 
Joyce was in Dublin’s. On Labor Days, th 


around on Bazooka Tooth. Its list of 1980s 
New York City totems was prodigious, a 


irsable and the beats merely 


s happens on maybe three of 


@2aaaraea tt AAhAadd 


ing mentions of subway cars and dou 
ble-dutch games flow as easy as the old 


school rap quotes through which he claims 


reminder of what George Orwell called 
Ulysses’s author: “an elephantine pendant.” 
But first, he said, “Joyce is a poet.” a 


PEEP EFEEHER PTET OPO TERER ECACC HECTOR E RCE REECE AE THE PAPER AND INK US 


PUBLICATION MAY AFFE 





‘ PAPER AND INK USED IN THE ORIGINAL 
LICATION MAY AFFECT THE QUALITY OF 
THE MICROFORM EDITION. 


a 
UMA fami ogy vr 


CS 


eC abh a 


Pe tae 


Right now you can buy the MERI you want... 
MRM RE eer 


at frock bottom prices. 


Look for the and go get ‘em! 


MB BE Sem Mc th si) 


oe 


SALE END DATE OF 


deg) NewburY Comes . 


Siar PMU RCL Le 
WaT LA MOL DS eCeL LL 


eb 


end ies 


iia  #) Os hd 





Payback 


Dumptruck get some respect 


had nothing going 
ce ars for us yet, but it all 
Sea 


Mage Ty 


Rykodisc 

released expanded, remastered ver- 
sions of their three landmark albums D 
Is for Dumptruck (originally 1983) 
Positively Dumptruck (1986), and For the 
Country (1987). Thanks to a messy situa- 
tion with the original label, the now-defunct 


Big Time three albums have long been 


scarce. The first was never on CD at all, and 
the i 


eee Lo haan of + 
1 OT v nag Deen cdeieted Dy 


90s 


the early 
continued to make 
ms unde 


} 


{and maintain the old 


good 
1S Style 
new, Austin-based crew), the three ’80 


albums are the ones e ne knew, the 


ones that made Dumptruck a local headliner 
and put them within spitting distar 
national breakthrough. 

And their re-release amounts to an over- 
due payback for a band who saw every bad 
break in the book. Trashed friendships, 
fights with labels, a million-dollar lawsuit 
you name it, they wen 
their luck was comical 


ce Ol a 


advertised for a “kick-ass 
Phoenix and 

came out with the 
KISS-ass Dass 


the guys who showed up 


I 


The music, however, remains stell: 


many of Boston’s best bands at the time, 
Dumptruck had sophisticated songwriting 
and a loud-but-lyrical guitar sound. Big 
Dipper and Volcano Suns were probably 
their closest peers (in fact, bassist Steve 
Michener was in all three 

Dumptruck’s reference points were a bit dif- 
ferent. “We had a lot of bands that we liked 
in college Television, Richard Thompson, 
Fairport Convention,” ” 
“Guitar-based, but it 


type stull 


en recalls 
od solo- 

It wasn’t at 
much as it was abc 
right note in the 

Dumptruck cx 

even their dru 
tended to chainsmoke 
writers came 
pop hooks « 
added to the r 
disc’s incendiary CBGB's 
Her Fa 
attest t 
And they 
nuts by leart 
ing cover tunes in tl 
took on Thompson 
Paradise,” Dylan’s “Idiot Wind,” Leonard 
Cohen’s 10-minute, lyric-intensive “Death 


of a Ladies Man”— were songs that even 


their authors seldom tried to pull off 
sdestly, h 
ocal trend 
ade their f 
a single gig. Tiven 
r n formed a 
+ bas 
1 transplant 
eading Miracle 
lrums. D Is for 
he roughest « 
ngwriting hadn't 
quite jelled yet, but 
the exuberance wa 


hard to miss. “We 


happened through} 
word of mouth and A 
cc llege radio,” 
Tiven recalls 
“Somehow Robert 
Christgau got the 
first album and 
wrote a good review in the Village 
{“These smart young depres- 
sives not only work their variation 


Voice 


on the garage-guitar Amerindie vernacular, 
they make it signify. A-minus”], and it 
all took off from there.” Also added to the 
reissue is a track that some locals should 
remember: “Thanksgiving,” a five-minute 
guitar epic done for a Throbbing Lobster 
pilation, received plenty of college air 
ound that holiday in 1984. 
ing to Big Time — then the home of 
the Go-Betweens and Hoodoo Gurus — 
seemed a good idea at the time. And by the 
time of Positively Dumptruck (done with 
producer Don Dixon, fresh off the first two 
R.E.M. albums), Tiven and Swan had both 
streamlined their pop (the sophomore disc is 
all three-minute songs) and mastered their 
brand of melodic melancholy. With five 
songs apiece on the original LP, they were 
Swan was more plainspoken, 
ome up with lines 
wn the street 
thinking to myself, wishing I could 
I someone else just once for a 
Ai 1's words were a bit 
oblique: the band’s first major 
ocal hit, “Back Where I Belong,” 
sounds like a bit of extreme self- 
loathing, but he says it’s really 
about loathing somebody else. 
That’s just one of my fuck-you 
songs. Probably about an ex-girl- 
friend, but I can’t remember which 
one. | went through a lot of ’em.” 
As for happier Dumptruck 
. well, there weren’t any, 
though the music was invariably 
more upbeat than the lyrics. “We 


songs . . 


always got pegged as such a 
depressed band,” Tiven notes. 
That was just the way we wrote, 
t it wasn’t what defined us as 
You probably don’t want to 
e a song when you're feeling 
great; you're probably out doing 
stuff and having fun. It’s when 
you're bummed out that you need 
et the shit out of your system. 
it’s what ended up going in the 
but it wasn’t what defined 
us as people. Our running joke 
was, ‘Well, what do you want us to 


“Don’t Worry, Be 


> 


songs 


write 

Happy”? 
Still, Positively Dumptruck prob- 

ably represents the band’s happiest 


touring, Swan suddenly exited. The usual 
explanations about musical differences were 
proffered, but I recall Devlin putting it 
more succinctly when I cornered him at a 
gig: “Kirk and Seth hated each other's 
guts.” Although the friendship has since 
been patched up, Tiven admits that “things 
were getting pretty shaky there for a while.” 
All the same, the band were catching on 
nationally and Big Time was asking for 
another record, offering to bring in produc- 
er Hugh Jones who'd done one of Tiven’s 
favorite albums, Echo & the Bunnymen’s 
Heaven Up Here. So he pulled non-singing 
guitarist Kevin Salem in to take Swan’s 
place, took over all the writing himself, and 
had Dumptruck playing out again within 
weeks. 

Darker and prettier than its predecessors, 


DUMPTRUCK 2000: Seth Tiven (second from right) has 


period — and after a long round of kept the name — and the style — alive in Austin. 


DUMPTRUCK 1986: the albums that made the band Boston headliners are back in print 


the Tiven-led For the Country had another 
epic in the title track (which he says is 
“about a guy who goes off to live in a cave, 
though maybe only figuratively”) and 
another local hit in the folkish “Going 
Nowhere”; and the band carried on without 
losing much steam. “To some degree it 
scared the shit out of me, but I was pretty 
determined to keep going after Kirk left. 
Making the album was some of the most 
fun I’ve had in a studio, because we had so 
much time and faéilitiés at our disposal. Of 
course, there was a problem if I got a sore 
throat or anything on tour; because now | 
had to do all the singing.” 

The oft-reported nosedive happened 
next. In a nutshell: Dumptruck signed with 
another record label; Big Time got irked 
and sued them for a whopping $5 million. 
Big Time ultimately defaulted on the 
suit, but by then Dumptruck had 
lost the pending deal, their career 
momentum, and two years of effort 
An appropriately bitter and jagged 
album, Days of Fear came out of 
those years. And it’s no shocker that 
Tiven was ready to leave town once 
the suit blew over. He’s been settled 
in Austin for a decade now. Swan 
moved to Los Angeles, made a solo 
album, and toured with Steve Wynn. 
Devlin and latter-day bassist Brian 
Dunton are still in Boston. 

The Austin Dumptruck have been 
playing out lately to support the 
reissues; and their 2002 album 
Lemmings Travel to the Sea (on 
Devil in the Woods) is recommend- 
ed to fans of the old stuff (especially 
since it comes with a bonus disc of 
live tracks from the ’80s). There’s 
even talk of a reunion with Swan 
during South by Southwest next 
year. Yet Tiven is now into taking 
things slower, settling into music for 
the long haul. “The problem with 
Boston is that it’s a prim and proper 
town in a lot of respects; the older 
musicians don’t get a lot of respect 
there. Austin is a pretty hard town 
to establish a band in, but playing 
music is seen as a more valid thing 
to do. Ther > people here who 
are older still playing music and not 
seen as some fuck-up who doesn’t 
want to get a real job.” ia 
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Oy caramba! 


A tale of two Candides, plus American Classics’ Peggy-Ann 


BY LLOYD SCHWARTZ 


andide is a hard one. Leonard 

Bernstein’s satirical operetta, 

with a book by no less a literary 
personage than Lillian Hellman, and 
lyrics by poet Richard Wilbur, avant- 





garde writer John Latouche, Hellman, 
and Bernstein himself (Dorothy 


Parker is credited with making a con- 





tribution), ran for a re 73 per 


$formances on Broadway in 1956. It 


117 h, 1 nh: > 1 
survives because Columbia Records 








on (father of com 
eberson) produced an 


. and no subse- 


not even the 








composer's own version has come 
near to recapturing that one’s effe 


vescent spirit. (I wish I'd been present 





at ( t public airing, at 
MIT e g her script 
and ¢ us! essor 








lilfere situé S Tro nat were IX 
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1 to Lisbon 
nusic travels to Constantinople 
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nd Cz Cl I 
The as an ideal Candide in Austin 
Le boyishly ha me a creamy 
Broadway tenor voice projecting a touchingly 
sincere naiveté. When he was torn away from 





his beloved Cunegonde, I ached for him 
Soprano Kalynn Dodge was probably not 
fully ready to sing Cunegonde’s fiendishly 
difficult aria, “Glitter and Be Gay,” and at the 
opening, she dropped some of its most 








GOOD SPORT: As Opera Boston's Voltaire/Pangloss, 


Hatterin time 
ijlattering Costumes 


nes, but she belted th 





big high 





notes, and her self-centeredness was very 
amusing. Mezzo-soprano Alysha Umphress 
big hit as the mysterious Old Woman 
ilf a rear end missing. She’s a born 
part Ethel Merman, part 
yet utterly individual and 








best actor in the cast, as effective 
ken recitation of her years of 
r singing. Excellent also 


y Piscopo as the self-infatuated 











n, Amy Jackson as the all-too- 









































eager-to-please Paquette (who could do a 
pli ind Josh Grisetti as the ironic 
Voltaire and th ably short-sighted 
Pang Everyone in including the 
ge cl could ind dance. 
A lire | ve had a real idea 
I luction that was actually 
nspired by the music. Since a kind of circus 
e rt t score (it s especially 
ee verses of the song 
M { Donohoe choreog 
é ee these 
itself is a three-ring-cir 
L « V vire act 
\ i urrounded by 
umblers, a snake charmer, a 
1 I nderful fat-lady 
1 ion tamer 
Cuneg ‘ tight-1 valker. The 
tage th ed with crimson and vermilion 
AI 1 always happening. Two 
C teceder f this idea of a cen 





are the insane 





iting m 


Peter Brook’ 


Marat/Sade and the 









ed theater in Hal Prince’s produc 
s Follies. Donohoe’s inventive 
shticks all grew out of this central vision, so 
even if one fizzled, it still meant something 
That was one of the failures of Opera 

Boston’s Candide last weekend. There were 
no ideas at all, just shticks and jokes (the Old 
Lady stabbed by a thorn when she puts a rose 


tion 
of Sonc 


between her teeth). This was the New 
York City Opera version, which neither 
Bernstein nor Hellman liked (she was 
furious with Bernstein for allowing “a 
hack like Wheeler to fool around with 
my work”). It’s shorter than the Royal 
National Theatre version but seems 
longer. The opening performance was 
clearly under-rehearsed and tentative. 
Both musical and dramatic cues were 
painfully slow on the uptake. The last 
scene, nearly 15 minutes of ponderous 
talk before the stirring “Make Our 
Garden Grow” chorale, was one of the 
deadest spans of stage time I’can 
remember 

The show must surely have tight- 
ened up in its remaining two perform- 
ances, but even flawless pacing could- 
n’t make Bill Fabris’s staging more 
pointed. His was the weakest contribu- 
tion to this company’s Massenet opera 
Le jongleur de Notre-Dame last year (1 
“primitive”). He’s 
ctor of the New York 
Gilbert and Sullivan Players, but 
Bernstein isn’t G&S. He seemed more 
interested in mugging than in instilling 
his players with a convincing sense of 
character, so it was hard to get inter- 
ested in anything they did 

This is a shame, because Opera 
Boston assembled an excellent, even 
distinguished ensemble of local singers 
(with two imports) and players. 
Musical director Gil Rose began with 
an elegantly played Overture, but he 






called his staging 
the long-time di 








ne Sanford Sylvan went along with the broad staging seemed to lose steam as the evening 


wore on, mired perhaps in the increas- 

ingly retarded pace of the spoken dia- 

logue. As Voltaire/Pangloss, baritone 
Sanford Sylvan, in resonant voice, proved 
what a good sport he was to go along with 
the broad staging and the unflattering cos- 
tumes (in the last scene, he looked like the 
Caterpillar in Alice in Wonderland). His best 
moment was Dr. Pangloss’s rationalization 
for syphilis, “Dear Boy.” 

Soprano Cara Johnston seems to have at 
least as much experience understudying 
leading roles as playing them. Her voice 
nailed the coloratura fireworks in “Glitter 
and Be Gay,” but can you imagine Barbara 


tenor Alan Schneider (whose leering 
Governor of Cartagena was one of the more 
restrained and best-sung performances), 
David M. Cushing (the Grand Inquisitor), 
and Donald Wilkinson (both a Jew and a 
-asha). “Lavishly staged,” the press release 
said, but David Fortuna’s set — a double 
staircase leading up to a small balcony, with a 
blank backdrop and some elements dropped 
in (a ship, a wheel of fortune, Japanese 
lanterns) — seemed mere economizing 

The audience seemed to want to like what 
it was experiencing, but the standing ovation 
numbered, by my count, only six persons 
One quality that’s made Opera Boston and 
its antecedent, Boston Academy of Music, a 
worthy rival to Boston Lyric Opera has been 
the inventiveness of its best productions 
Candide in any form has major built-in prob- 
lems. But the main one here was the absence 
of the imagination and taste needed to over 


come the basic obstacles. 


IMAGINATION HAS ALWAYS BEEN at 
work in American Classics’ annual concert 
revivals of neglected or forgotten musical 
comedies like Dietz & Schwartz’s revue The 
Band Wagon (1931) and Irving Berlin’s sec- 
ond show, Stop! Look! Listen! (1915). This 
year, it was Rodgers & Hart’s 1926 “play 
with music,” Peggy-Ann, a Cinderella story 
about the dreams of a boarding-house 
owner’s frustrated daughter that’s based on 
yet an earlier musical, Tillie’s Nightmare. Its 
exte 
years the musical exploration of the subcon 
scious by Kurt Weill and Ira Gershwin in 
Lady in the Dark. The original book, by 
Herbert Fields, might not survive a full-scale 
production, but David Frieze’s animated 
“semi-staging” and Jennifer Farrell- 
Engebretson’s uncliché’d dances were perfect 
for Longy School of Music’s intimate 
Pickman Hall. 

The founding and guiding spirits of 
American Classics are Bradford Conner and 
Benjamin Sears. Conner and that prodigious 
one-woman orchestra, pianist Margaret 
Ulmer, did the exuberant arrangements. The 
company of skillful regulars and newcomers 
(some still only semi-skillful, but all appeal- 
ing) included Ida Zecco, Bob Jolly, Brent 
Reno, Reba Lawless, Peter A. Carey, super- 





onded dream sequences anticipate by 15 





Candide in any form has major built-in problems. 
But the main one at Opera Boston was the 
absence of the necessary imagination and taste. 


Cook, the original Cunegonde, twirling a 








pearls like a hula hoop around her 
neck? (At least she got a laugh.) As Candide 
tenor James Schaffner had a small, sweet 
voice but seemed awfully pleased with him- 


f 


self as a model of modesty (why the English 


ope 





accent?); sometimes it was hard to tell him 
apart from Aaron Engebreth’s conceited 
Maximilian. Emily Browder (Paquette) 
seemed unembarrassed about having to jerk 
off her feather duster (good taste, as a friend 
is fond of saying, is timeless). Lovely and 
lively Lynn Torgove was cast against type as 
the deformed Old Woman, but even this 
accomplished singer/actress/director failed 
to create a believable or sympathetic charac- 
ter. Her limp, her thick Polish/Yiddish 
accent (I’m sure | heard her exclaim “Oy 
caramba!”), and her overemphatic comic 
delivery were especially hurt by the pervasive 
broadness of style. 

There was good support from Engebreth, 


glamorous La’Tarsha Long, Sears and 
Conner themselves, and Mary Ann Lanier 
another founding member, in the title role 

I found even the awful jokes fun (an 
underwear clerk telling a customer, “This is 
the largest one we have in that size”; the 
heroine scolding her boyfriend, “I hate you, 
practically”). Some of Rodgers’s captivating 
tunes are startlingly syncopated, and the 
Gordian knots of internal rhymes in Hart's 
witty lyrics are priceless (“In each scenario 
You can depend on the end/Where the lovers 
agree./Where’s that Lothario?/Where does 
he roam, with his dome/Vaselined as can 
be?”). Peggy-Ann’s best songs are not quite 
standards, but people left humming the 
poignant “Where’s That Rainbow?”, “A Tree 
in the Park,” and the worldly-wise “A Little 
Birdie Told Me So” (“Don’t pity mother Eve, 
her weakness was detestable,/And soon she 
learned forbidden fruit was indigestible!”). 


That’s entertainment! ee 
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live and on record 


Sleepless in 
Madagascar 


Discovering the sound of the sapphire mines 


BY BANNING EYRE 


ver the past 15 years, the popular 
music of Africa has been aired in 
a thousand varieties. For those 


who have dug into the well, 
seem that the continent ha 
prises left. But on a recent resear 
trip to the Indian Ocean island of 
Madagascar, 
not just a great new artist but 
new genre of utterly dis 

music. It came near the end of the 
journey, in the far soutt of this 
California-sized island, in the sleey 
poor port city of Tulear. Our 

guide, Hanitra of the Malagas 

group Tarika, had been ravir 

rowdy, guitar-driven style 

called tsapika (or tsapiky, bu 

way it’s pronounced “tsa-PEEK”). She 
told tales of slipping into sapphire 
mining camps after dark and being 
accosted by guards with Kalashnikovs, 
who were ready to string her up until 
she explained she was there to hear her 
guitar hero, tsapika bandleader 
Noél. 


it might 


I was elated tc 
whole 


tinctive pop 
tinctive poy 


west ¢ 


ae 


de eet) 
ites aE Slezps 


WILD RIDE: with the release of the 

. historic, 13-track compilation Tulear 
“Weber Sleeps?. gastar’S-guitar- 

“driven tsapika ‘mnustt has gone inter- 
national. 


We had been gathering tape for public 
radio’s Afrapop Worldwide show but had 
gotten only mixed restilis; We caught 
Noél’s group.on an off Aight insa staid 
Tulear restaurant. The best tsapika band 
we heard were playing on the back of a 
pick-up truck, heading out of town to a 
mining camp, without-us. We bought 
many cassettes, but they were mostly of 
poor sound quality. Tsapika thrives far 
from the country’s recording capital, 
Antananarivo, and had little national 
audience at the time. A good recording 
of the style was not easy to find. 
Nevertheless, the music, with its relent- 
less beat, wailing, tuneful vocals, and 
giddy guitar riffing, was too infectious to 
give up on. 

Now, with the release of a historic 
15-track compilation Tulear Never 
Sleeps (Earthworks/Stern’s), tsapika has 
gone international, and it’s one wild 
ride. Jean Noél’s “Ela Lia (Too Long)” 

: kicks off with the crisp, clean clang of 
trebly electric-guitar notes. A snapping 


snare drum cranks up the beat, a kind of 


restless rockabilly pump with a hint of 
the most driving Congolese soukous 





ROOTS OF ROOTS: tsapika began with the recreational village boogie 


played by kabosy bands 


beat you’ye ever heard. High, sweet 
female voices harmonize im plaintive, full 
voice as liquid bass lines slide unctuous- 
ly through the scramble of guitar lines 
There’s a particular fleetness to the gui- 
tar work; it’s as crisp and precise as 
Congolese guitar but much more angu- 
lar and darting. In place of cycling or 
sustained melodies, the arrangements 
offer fitful, short bursts of start-and-stop 
action, with speedy, nervous phrasing 
suggestive of an animal on the run from 
a predator. But in the hands of a master 
like Jean Noél, or Niriko, the soloist for 
Tsy An-Jaza, the technique and the style 
are exceptional, right down to the chim- 
ing harmonics at the end of an edgy 
solo. 

Tsapika is certainly related to the rich 
traditional nausic pf the region. Its 
speedy pace echoes the recreatigrial vil“<* 
lage boogie played on squeeze-box 
accordion of the omnipresent kabosy, 
ukulele-like handmade jute, by the 
Marikoto people: The clipped phrasing: - - 
of the guitar lines evokes the trange 
music of the marovany box zither played 
by the Vezo people. But electricity and 
volume are key to this sound, which is 


GUITAR HERO: in the hands of a 
master like Jean Noél, the angular 
Madagascar tsapika guitar technique 
is exceptional, right down to the 
chiming harmonics at the end of an 
edgy solo. 


normally played at blasting levels with 
distortion you won't get from any effects 
pedal — speaker membranes must be 
sacrificed for this. 

Even in the relatively pristine-record 
ings on Tulear Never — tsapika is 
the very definition of e 


earliest versions 


iberance. The 
of the genre illed 
pecto date back to the late 70s 
tsapika came into its own when precious 
minerals were discovered in the e 
this neglected, mostly infertil 
the island. In the wild-west atmosph 
of an impromptu sapphire-mining camp 
where a peasant might become a 
wealthy man in a single day, hard drink- 
ing and hard partying are the order of 
the night, and tsapika is the soundtrack 
to that drama. 

in the songs by: the eight groups fea- 
‘tured here! we.get-sqcial ‘advice and tales 
of domestic adventure: a pian with five: - | 
children by different mothers, another 
with two lovers living under the same 
roof, There are also warnings about the 
déceitfulhes$-of men and the dangers of 
mixing money atid friendship, and 
there’s lots of boastful self-promotion. 
The relentless pace is broken by a tsapi- 


ka lullaby from veteran band Rivo Doza, 


; moudy. francé-piece with a 6/8 
rhyther fforh a youyg- group Called Teta; 
and two aooustic kabosy pieces from Jeff | 
Nhoré. These last deliver the white- 
knuckle rhythms found elsewhere on the 
album, but the muted texture of 
strymmied, fishing-line strings offers a 
pleasant respite from the ringing elec- 
tric-guitar tones that dominate Tulear 
Never Sleeps. 

Tsapika is formulaic — in essence, 
it’s an electric folk music. But to 
spruce it up with nifty arrangements 
and the sort of polish now typical in 
Congolese and South African pop — 
as some Malagasy producers have 
done — can easily spoil the music’s 
impact by dulling the razor-sharp 
edges: The groups on this CD are 
untikely ‘te tour Madagascar, let alone 
Europe-or America. But their unique 
music deserves its place among the 
other, more familiar genres that make 
up the body of Afropop on the interna- 


tional market. a 
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Bollywood Star 
at CCAE 


Tara Deshpande 


Beyond Bollywood 


Deshpande will speak about 
her 2001 film, Tapish and 
lead @ panel discussion, Bol- 
lywood: A Mirror of Contem- 
porary Indian Culture with 
local experts. Special added 
viewing of the internationally 
acclaimed Bombay Boys 
(1999), introduced by Tara. 


12/6 Tapish/Panel | 1-6 pm | $15 
12/6 Bombay Boys | 7:30pm | $7 
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Oy caramba! 


A tale of two Candides, plus American Classics’ Peggy-Ann 





BY LLOYD SCHWARTZ bet eth). This 


C 


IMAGINATION HAS ALWAYS BEEN 


GOOD SPORT 


Candide in any form has major built-in problems. 
But the main one at Opera Boston was the 
absence of the necessary imagination and taste. 


THE PAPER AND INK USED 
PUBLICATION MAY AFFECT 
THE MICROFORM E 











ARTS 23 








; 


live and on record 
Sleepless in 
Madagascar 


Discovering the sound of the sapphire mines 


BY BANNING EYRE 


0 


simple syrup 














Holiday Sale Open House 






| 
| 
| 


ee 









[Fei Dee 
Toys for tots Benefit. Benefit Conces 


i 

SLOCKED ¥ 
} - 

i Makeshytt* Binaval 
Stryk Nine 







ROOTS OF ROOTS: 










< i 
Re ls gt) a 
See 
WILD RIDE: w1// | f the 
historic. 15-track com 


Never Sleeps:Mddagascar’s guitar 










“yf 7 whe RLICET r , > 
driven tsapika music has gone inter 


mational 






































us ne i e € oy 
We had been gathering tap iblic y the Ve ple. But electricity and Tara Desnpande 
radio's Afrap p World 1 { 1 I vi nt c 
gotten only mixed results. We caught 9 Je : 
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ON PHOENIX 


BY TED DROZDOWSKI 


Koester produced his first blues 
recording session } i 
t Speckled Red, in t. Louis 
1 Phillips 


he ‘ 
ne says 


KOESTER’S KIND OF GUY: */utior Wells 


, 1 1 ’ 
a mensch. And he was a great leader. 


music 


A blues and jazz haven 


Delmark Records celebrates its 50th anniversary 





Pe 


he was such 


»b Koester alway 


en in 
music listening t 
likes of Fats Waller 
Barney Bigard, and 
Coleman Hawkins 
over the radio when he 
was a kid in Wichita 
Kansas 
Koester, who turned 

70 this year, started it 
the music biz buying 
and selling records. He 
learned how lucrative 
the market could be 
when record label 
stopped distributing 
10-inch discs: he 
bought lots of them at 
clearance prices and 
sold them at a 
significant profit to 
collectors. Although he 
began selling discs and 
recording artists in St 
Louis, it wasn’t until 
1958 that he found a 
permanent home for 
Delmark and his now 
internationally famous 
Jazz Record Mart store 
in Chicago. There he 
discovered the Windy 
City’s rich trove of 

lues and jazz talent 
and began minting 
albums — almost all of 
which are still avail- 
able. Some of those 
discs, like the influen- 


tarist Magic Sam's Vest 


ind some strength 


eally good Dusiness {¢ 


You've got to be 
1es to make your 
I've never promised out 
e than we paid them to 
sar every blues artist we've 
yn to tour Europe and 


One of Koester’s more recent signings is 
Frank Morey 


songwr with a sound and a scratchy 


g Lowell-based singer- 


nging e that seem plucked from the °50s. 
Morey’s The Delmark Sessions was released 
ast year to critical praise, and he’s been play- 
ing everywhere he can since. “I regret we 

‘t have the money or personnel to pro- 

mote a record like Frank’s outside of the blues 
and jazz idiom. He really deserves a wider 
audience.’ 

Although Delmark releases only a handful 
of new albums a year, the label's reissues 
business is brisk. Delmark draws not only on 
its own vault of recordings but on the masters 
from old defunct labels like United and Regal 
that Koester has purchased with a passion 
over the years. To mark its golden anniver- 
sary, the label is releasing at low prices a 
series of discs that revisit its past. The two- 

CD sets Jazz and Blues survey the company’s 
experience in both genres. The jazz albums 
include sides from Coleman Hawkins, Art 
Hodes, Muhal Richard Abrams, Sonny Stitt, 
Illinois Jacquet, Roscoe Mitchell, Sun Ra, 
Ken Vandermark, and the Chicago 
Underground Trio. The blues set has Junior 
Wells, Otis Rush, Magic Sam, Roosevelt 
Sykes, Big Time Sarah, Sunnyland Slim, Big 
Joe Williams, Robert Ward, Albert Ammons, 
Meade Lux Lewis, and many more. 

Five single-disc compilations are also avail 
able. West Side Chicago Blues plays like a 
who’s who of the second generation of Windy 
City electric blues guitar. Magic Sam, Otis 


Rush, Luther Allison, and Jimmy Dawkins 
deliver stirring performances. The raw and 
ebullient Master of Boogie Piano is exactly 
what it seems — flashy, stomping cuts from 
Meade Lux Lewis, Speckled Red, Pete 
Johnson, and others. Blues from Up the 
Country steps away from Delmark’s usual 
urban sounds to tap stylists from Arkansas, 
Tennessee, Mississippi, and Texas, including 
Robert Nighthawk, Blind Willie McTell, and 
Sleepy John Estes. Bop Lives! will be a sur 
prise to those unfamiliar with the label’s jazz 
roots. Coleman Hawkins and Dizzy Gillespie 
team for a tune, and Bud Powell, Donald 
Byrd, and Charles Thompson all distinguish 
the release. Finally, there’s For ] ] l 
perhaps the most delightful of this pack of 
anniversary releases. It features romping 
small-group swing numbers by Cab Calloway 
Illinois Jacquet, Arnett Cobb, Tab Smith, and 
Cat Anderson 

Koester acknowledges that the music 
industry is radically different from when he 
started even from a decade age I’ve 
enjoyed this business. I wish we didn’t have to 
cut back, but the record business is failing 
now. Clubs have been bad since Se der 
11 [2001], and DVD movies are hurting 


everybody. We d to release 18 to 24 


eC] 


we're down to six t 


d Mart’s pre but by 


earlie iployees, Bruce 
chael Franks. Iglauer, whon 
es as “my ears in the studi 
become the founder of Alligator 
Records, the world’s leading independent 
I l Franks graduated from Delmark 
arwig Records, a tiny indie that 
1eless has released some of th 
ecordings of the pz 
including titles by the Jellyroll King 
Honeyboy Edwards. 

Koester speaks fondly of both men but even 
more fondly of the artists he held most dear 
“Big Joe Williams and I had a very close 
friendship. Same with Speckled Red, Junior 
Wells . . . he was such a mensch. And he was 
a great leader. Leadership is something a lot 
of writers don’t talk about. They talk it 
how well a guy sings or plays or writes songs 
but the quality of band leadership is over 
looked and very important. That’s what made 
Howlin’ Wolf and Muddy Waters so great. 
They weren't the sharpest musicians, but they 
could pull together a band around a Hubert 
Sumlin or an Otis Spann and make amazing 
music 

“Junior Wells made a deal with me for a 
second album when he was under contract 
with Mercury. We set the price and every- 
thing. When the time came, he called me to 
say, ‘My deal with Mercury is over, but I’m 
about to sign with Atlantic, so if we’re doing 
something, we've got to do it now.’ And I 
started to ask him about money and arrange- 
ments, and he said, ‘Now, what are you talk- 
ing to me about that for? We already worked 
that out.’ 

“On the other side of it, my least favorite 
musician is someone | recorded whose first 
record was successful. So for the second ses- 
sion, I paid a lot for sidemen, bought airplane 
tickets, picked him up at the airport — and 
the motherfucker wouldn’t sign the contract 
until I paid him a lot more money. It was my 
fault for not already having a signed contract 
before I did all that stuff, but that’s how I 
learned. I’d prefer to never mention guys like 
that, while I could talk about guys like Junior 
Wells all day.” s 





Swinging machines G 


music 


Andy's Biskin’s ‘Goldberg’s Variations’ 


o, clarinettist Andy Biskin doesn’t play 
Ne: his Goldberg is Rube, the 
newspaper cartoonist from the first half 
of the 20th century who became a household 
name for, among other th 0 
complicated, comic inventions like 
Operating Napkin” 
Growing Hair on Baldin 

' 


How Biskin 
as complicated as one of 
inventions. “It was one of tl 
says now, “that if you knew you were 
getting into you would have never done it.’ 
Biskin, whose day job in New York is 
production, was looking t« 
music. The poise, humor, and episodic nature 
of his 2000 CD, Dogmental (it was released 
on Gunther Schuller’s GM 
to make him a natural for t 
while, he was talking to Zi; 
ator Bill Griffin about a laboration, 
but it never happened. Then there was 
Goldberg. “I can write mu sounds like 
these machines,” Biskin thought. “It’s kind of 
what I do anyway.’ 

At first, he had no intentic 


the drawings 


in film 


> cartoon 


bel), would seem 
enre. For a 
} head cre 


possibl 


| animating 
“I was goi 

pieces that were in 

wouldn't actually s C 

perform it and we'd say, ‘Thi 


Operating Napkin,’ but you’d have to guess 
what that meant.” But, as with Goldberg’s 
inventions, one thing led to another. He first 
wrote the music by looking at the drawings 
and improvising. Once the pieces were 
sketched out, however, he saw there was a 
problem. Each single-panel drawing came with 
a written description of how the invention 

ve'd do it like a Ken 


panni 


worked. “I thoug 
Burns treatment and scanning and 
zooming. But as I got dee into it, it didn’t 
seem to really work. Because you'd see, “The 
cat climbs the tree,” but when you panned to 
the tree, there’d be no cat up there. So we had 
to put the cat up the tree.” Not an animator 
himself, Biskin had to learn how to use a com- 
plicated software program to manipulate the 
camera-ready digital images generously pro 
vided by the executors of the Rube Goldberg 
Foundation. 

There were other problems he hadn’t fore- 
seen in his original compositions. “I knew that 
the pool ball hits the seesaw, the seesaw cata- 
pults the measles germ, the measles germ 
infects the doll. But what was tricky was to 
figure out how long each of these things 
should take and get the timing right. You want 
them to take long enough so that you have 
some time to put the music out there, but you 
don’t want people to get bored looking at it. 
There always has to be something happening 
visually and musically.” Then there was the 
matter of what to do with the text. At first 
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write more music.” 
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On Exhibition 


October 16, 2003 - 
January 4, 2004 


Organized by MIT LVAC director 
Jane Farver, this is the first survey 
of the works of the artist Michael 
Joo. Consisting of more than 35 
works created between 1992 and 
2003, the show includes sculpture, 
video, and works-on-paper, and 
also is the world premiere of 
Circannual Rhythm (pibloktok), 
2003, a three-screen digital video 
installation, shot on location 

in Alaska. 


Joo's art explores how science, 
religion, and the media shape 
consciousness and knit together 
the physical and the metaphysical. 
It is about energy and waste, the 
visible, and what cannot be seen. 


(617) 253-4680 
http://web.edu.mit/ivac 


20 Ames St., Bid. E15 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
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| ed, Bacharachian pop 


***1/2 Bionic, DELIVERANCE 
(Sound King import). is Montreal 
the next Sweden? Intrepid rock-and- 
roll bloodhounds will already be famil 
iar with the shaggy-dog stoner punk 
of Tricky Woo and the internationalist 
k rock of Danko Jones, and 
2's more where that came from 

op of the heap to these ears are 
Bionic, whose frontman, a 
the Montreal Mirror named Jonathar 
covered Danko 

see Del 


ritic for 
critic r 


a few 
ance’s “Politi 
ones To Sing 
inds our cold-bl 
thers to the north fine-tuning a 
lly-mammoth wallop that, unlike 
So many other hirsute howls from the 
nels of rockdom, doe: skimp on 
ks. Their bolt-throwing “Ballad of 
Electric Brains” kicks hard as 
any Queens of the Stone Age hit (se- 
t ingredient: note-for-note cops of 
Nirvana’s “Breed”); “Nobody To 
Blame” could be mistaken for Chris 
Cornell fronting Kyuss, with Turbone- 
gro solos. The moiten-metal riff on the 
opening “Turn You Out” recalls the 
brief glory days when grunge had bite 
A singers (I’m think f Jesus 
s David Yow) screamed their 


eC 


the clas- 


ones, Skynyrd — el- 
Miles” above e 
5-by-the-numbers fare of recent 
Hellacopters/Bad Wizard efforts 
Bad Times” connects the dots be- 
eet Southern rock’s com- 
harmonies and Detroit's 
n-the-assembly-line swag- 
ger. If you're looking for the fault line 
demarcatirg vintage R&B, hard 
rock, and punk, you could do worse 
than “Shake It Annie, Shake It 
where Cummins lashes Thin Li 
ks up against another Nirvana 


ons 


OIG POP-puNK Outil 
a Veruca Sal 
chorus that sends the 

river. Maybe the 


this dis: 


Bear's 
Kenmor 


BEAR 


*x*x*x Brookville, WONDERFULLY 
NOTHING (Unfiltered). Now that 
Fountains of Wayne have finally 
scored a hit for themselves, Andy 
Chase — the guy who plays in FOW 
Dassist/songwriter Adam 
Schlesinger's other band, Ivy — has 
B ye time to record some 

> material under the moniker 
Brookville. As with Ivy, there’s a retro 
tinge everything Chase does 
under the Brookville name. He 
seems nostalgic for that period in 
the ‘90s when the lounge craze hit 
pop bands and people seemed con- 
tent to fritter away the wee 
lit, velvety 

Ktails in 

and rather than snorting 
rails of speed and ecstasy 
ff the back of a fluores- 
bathed toilet in an 

e oclash stupor. Won- 
derfully Nothing retains 
much of Ivy's sleek and 
sensuous  guitar-pop 
stylings while putting a 
premium on the kind of ur- 
bane sound trickery one 
might find on an Air or 
Zero 7 recording. A jazzy, 
nocturnal ambiance guides 
the fluttery synths and e- 
bowed guitar of the instru- 
mental “Fieet,” the oceanic 
trip-hop of “Justine,” and 
the Parisian shuffle of “Fais 
Dodo.” But it’s not all aural 
walipaper, not with Chase 
injecting his breathy vocais 
into the smartly construct- 


number “Summer Parade” 
and the graceful “Beautiful 


off the record 


View.” Perfect for Sunday chill-outs 
or reminiscing fondly about your 
stock options 

— Michael Alan Goldberg 


**xx The High Dials, A NEW DE- 
VOTION (Rainbow Quartz). Montre- 
al’s the High Dials are your all-pur- 
pose, mid-'60s, retro-pop quartet. Not 
only do they nail the soaring three- 
part vocal harmonies the Byrds were 
so famous for (particularly on the 
somber “Leaving Alphaville”), they 
also know their way around the in- 
strumental arrangements and tonal 
qualities that made singles from that 
e eat. There's the infec- 
Rickenbacker riff that 
leads into the verses of “Diamonds in 
the Dark”; there’s the way guitarists 
Robbie MacArthur and Trevor Ander- 
son (Trevor also the band’s lead 
singer and main songwriter) slash 
chords against the McCartney-esque 
walking-bass lines of Rishi Dhir's 
round-toned instrument in “Silas 
Please Come Home.” For the most 
part, the group benefit from their rev- 
erence for the past: “The Dead Hand” 
is a pleasantly sly nod in the direction 
of some of Ray Davies’s best Kinks 
material, and Dhir's sitar-based in- 
strumental “Things Are Getting Bet- 
ter’ (which includes a Far East4ean- 
ing psychedelic freak-out, complete 
with tabla and flute) works equally 
well. But when the Dials attempt the 
faux Victorian “Can You Hear the 
Bells?” with a harpsichord-laced 
arrangement, they begin to sound like 
a parody of themselves — or perhaps 
the aural equivalent of an Austin Pow- 
ers flick. Fortunately, such missteps 
are few and far between 

— Ned Hammad 


a Sound SO 


tiously chin 


*x*x*x James “Blood” Ulmer, NO 
ESCAPE FROM THE BLUES: THE 
ELECTRIC LADY SESSIONS 
(Hyena). Guitarist Ulmer's transition 
noisemaker 

inkyard dog has 


maintains 
Are you glad 
of the brave 
plumbs chords 

feel. He also 

cutting the 

juet with pro: 

ir ax swinger 

King's “Come 

Roll)” and 

i implicit in 
s “Bright Lights, Big 
humping out like a 
throbbing, abused vein. Olu Dara 
another jazzman whose career has 
been reignited by recent excursions 
nto the blues, lends languid pocket 
trumpet to the tune. And Ulmer de- 
serves credit for the most interesting 
recasting of the classic “Trouble in 
Mind”: thanks to Reid's electric sitar 
and John Kruth’s tamboura, the 
number takes on an air of Eastern 
mysticism. Although these dozen 
songs were cut at New York City’s 


UIMer ASKS. 
n America/Home 


and slavery 


ARE YOU GLAD TO BE IN 
liz: James “Blood” Ulmer reminds us that 
this is the home of the brave and slavery. 


JON CHASE 


ARE YOU GLAD TO BE IN AMERICA I: Bionic’s 
Deliverance has been hailed across Canada and Europe, 
but it can’t find a US distributor. 


Electric Lady Studios, which were 
built by Jimi Hendrix, most could 
have been recorded in a tarpaper- 
covered Mississippi shack. Ulmer 
calls on all the right, ragged tones 
and he sings in a relaxed, natural 
rusty voice that sounds cured by the 
baking Southern summer sun 
— Ted Drozdowski 
(James “Blood” Ulmer appears 
next Thursday, December 11, at 
Johnny D's, 17 Holland Street in 
Somerville’s Davis Square;. call 617- 
6-2004) 


classical 


**x*x* Anonymous 4, WOLCUM 
YULE: CELTIC AND BRITISH 
SONGS AND CAROLS (Harmonia 
Mundi). Anyonymous 4, medizval 
music’s most successful 2 

nble, present a program that tr 

ends ir uSual repertoire, ranging 
from traditional carols from the British 
Isles like “Good People All” and “I 
Saw Three Ships” to new pieces like 
Geoffrey Burgon’s “A God, and Yet a 
Man?” and Peter Maxwell Davies's “A 
Calendar of Kings,” both of which get 
their first recordings here. The four 
women sing everything with their 
now familiar pure tone and supple 
articulate phrasing, making even the 
most familiar carols like “The Holly 
and the Ivy” unexpectedly moving 
and uplifting. And they devote as 
much care and musical craftsman 
ship to the simplest pieces as they do 
to John Tavener's expressive and dis- 
sonant “The Lamb.” Andrew 
Lawrence-King supplies discreet ac- 
companiment, as well as a few solos 
on a variety of harps. Anonymous 4 
are said to be winding down 
their activities; if so, Wolcum 
Yule is a fitting swan song 
as well as a great sound- 
track to the season 


— David Weininger 


worid 


xxx Garikayi Tirikoti, 
MAIDE! (Limitless Sky). 
The spiritually charged 
music of Zimbabwe's 
Shona people has inspired 
a worldwide cult following 
Recordings of the mbira, a 
22-iron-pronged hand 
piano, circulate among the 
faithful but rarely make it 
into record stores. This 
one, coming from a new 
label specializing in Tan- 
zanian music, stands out 
from the pack. Tirikoti is a 
phenomenon, in part be- 
cause he uses a range of 
mbiras in different tunings 


CA 


to expand the instrument's sonic 
range and in part because he plays 
with amazing speed and precision 
Not that this is chops music — the 
magic comes from a hypnotic 
alchemy of interaction among musi- 
cians. On these seven tracks 
Tirikoti and his nephew create a vir- 
tual village using overdubbing to 
build a complex mesh of mbira lines 
and rich choral passages of call- 
nd-response witt pendent 
B cuttinc across the har- 
saore Moyo (Do 
effect is 
Chinembiri Chii 
pular?)” has a f 


t and mournful 


joyous 
What 


its ir 


otes 
insight into § culture 


— Banning Eyre 


local 


*x** Klezmer Conservatory 
Band, A TASTE OF PARADISE 
(Rounder). Having long ago estab- 
lished itself as the world’s premier 
klezmer repertory ensemble special- 
izing in mid-20th-century Yiddish 
swing and theater songs, Boston's 
Klezmer Conservatory Band has in 
recent years extended its reach 
backward to include neo-traditional 
19th-century shtetl kilezmer and for- 
ward to reflect some of the mod- 
ernistic innovations of the recent 
klezmer revival. A Taste of Paradise 
continues in this vein, taking stabs at 
Old World Chassidic melodies and 
Klezmatics-style klezmer-funk fusion 
even as individual members explore 
their areas of interest by breaking off 
into duos and trios — only about half 
of the tracks here are full-band num- 
bers Singer/guitarist Jeff 
Warschauer takes the spotlight on 
several Yiddish folk songs accompa- 
nied only by the dizzying fiddle of 
Deborah Strauss; vocalist Judy 
Bressler sings a five-minute, early 
20th-century Zionist ballad a cappel- 
la; bandleader Hankus Netsky en- 
joys a rare solo-piano turn on a jazzy 
version of the classic Yiddish love 
song “Oyfn Oyvn (At the Hearth)” 
and cornettist Mark Berney is show- 
cased on Cannonball Adderley’s de- 
licious and deliriously schmaltzy 
arrangement of “Sabbath Prayer,” 
from Fiddler on the Roof. The group 
haven't forsaken the big-band sound 
for which they're best known — 
they've merely refined it and applied 
it more sparingly to immigrant-era 
band numbers, Russian waltzes, 
and Greek dances. 


— Seth Rogovoy 
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THURSDAY 

7:00 (5) Chronicle: Holiday Lights. 
Live when someone (probably Mayor 
Menino) throws the switch and lights 
up the Common. Plus a look at similar 
events around New England. (Until 
8 p.m.) 

7:30 (2) American Soundtrack: This 
Land Is Our Land: The Folk-Rock 
Years 2. Repeated from last week. A 
follow-up concert featuring the leg- 
ends of folk rock. Judy Collins 
Michelle Phillips, and Denny Doherty 
(the Mamas and the Papas) host the 
Serendipity Singers, the Sandpipers 
Trini Lopez, the Seekers, the Hillside 
Singers, and the Lovin’ Spoonful 
More soft folk than rock, actually 
(Until 9:30 p.m.) 

10:30 (44) Fiesta in the Sky. Every 
time you turn around, one or another 
of our local PBS affiliates is airing this 
documentary about hot-air ballooning 
in the Southwest. Why? Ballooning is 
not interesting. Ballooning over the 
desert must be like looking down on a 
giant sheet of sandpaper. Who watch- 
es this? Is Fiesta one of those “viewer 


favorites?” (Until 11 p.m 

FRIDAY 

10:00 (2) JFK: ——e = News. 
Newspeople recall the perience of 


spreading the word that 
Kennedy had been 
las. Plus lots of pai 
of tho ports. (Until 11:30 p.r 


SATURDAY 

1:00 (5) Football. Notre Dame 
1:30 (4) Basketball. K 

4:00 (4) Football. Ar 

4:30 (5) Football 








ser 





Nestor Torres, who bills himself a 
meditative musiciar 

post-New Age” — whatever tt 
Until 6:30 p.m 

6:30 (2) Giovanni Live in Las Vegas 
From the MGM Grand, we have G 
vanni! Just Giovanni. Who i 
were willing 


that means. 





this Giovanni guy has “cheap s 
boat” written all over him. His claim to 
fame, it seems, is that he holds the 
record for the most CDs sold in the 
shortest amount of time on QVC, a feat 
that makes him the Ron Popeil of clas 
sical-like music. He has now moved on 
to the Home Shopping Network. The 
guy has about 2000 CD titles out, most 
named The Gift of Love. All right al- 
ready, PBS, you've managed to find 
somebody squarer than Kenny G. and 
André Rieu combined. (Until 8 p.m.) 
8:00 (2) Neil Diamond: Special Mo- 
ments from Ireland. Repeated from 
last week. Continuing tonight's Tribute 
to Schlock, Channel 2 brings us the 
perversely popular Neil Diamond in 
concert in Dublin. Time to share this 
Paragraph from a review of a Dia- 
mond show from the /rish Times: “The 
wedding band and karaoke favourites 
kept on coming: ‘Sweet Caroline; ‘For 
ever in Blue Jeans,’ ‘Song Sung Blue 
You Don't Bring Me Flowers, songs 
where clammy hands were touching 
hands, reaching out, touching me 
touching you As if to drive the 
point home, and to rankle those of a 
sensitive nature (not many, I'll war- 
rant), Diamond let rip on ‘Sweet Caro 
line’ three times, making Lansd e 
[Road football stadium], for 10 min- 
utes or so, the biggest cabaret 
karaoke bar in Ireland.” (Until 
9:30 p.m.) 
8:00 (4) Football. Georgia and LSU 
square off in the Southeas' ( 
ference Championship game from the 
Georgia Dome in Atlanta 
8:00 (5) Football. The eighth annual 
Dr. Pepper Big 12 Championship 
game pits Oklahoma against Kansas 
State, in Kansas City, which is, of 
course, not in Kansas. 
9:00 (7) A Very et Muppet 
Christmas Movie (movie 
son's ragged rascals reunit 
2002 TV-movie about Kermit the 
Frog's bout of severe depression and 
the angel wh 
11 p.m 
9:30 (2) The Weavers: Wasn't That a 
Time. We guess the WGBH fundrais 
ing squad figures the un r 
jone to bed and it's safe t 


the fp 

















Jim Hen 





comforts him 











television 


man, and Ronnie Gilbert. Actually, for 
all that the Weavers were Cold War 
iconocilasts, most of their classics are 
ideologically tame by today's stan- 
dards. Bless them, though, for being 
what they were at the time. (Until 
11:30 p.m.) 

10:30 (44) Johnny Cash: The An- 
thology. Repeated from last week. 
Classic clips and interviews with and 
about the late lamented Man in Black 
(Until midnight.) 

Midnight (2) Austin City Limits. 
Featuring music from the String 
Cheese Incident. (Until 1 a.m.) 


SUNDAY 

1:00 (4) Football. The Oakland 
Raiders versus the Pittsburgh Steel- 
ers. 

1:00 (25) Football. The Dallas Cow- 
boys versus the Philadelphia Eagles 
4:00 (4) Football. The Pats versus 
the Miami Dolphins. 


colme 


BY CLIF GARBODEN 





7:30 (2) Broadway’s Lost Trea- 
sures. A mpilation of performance 
f fror y Award TV shov »e 





9:00 (4) Undercover Christmas 
T FBI discovers the True 

f Christmas (TMOC) and 
nm a remote Utah loca- 
S a love story about 
nding to be the 
ap cocktail wa 













Ci - 
ress he's been assigned to protect 
her billionaire tax-cheat former 





Jaddy Natu rally, he takes her 
rents, who disap- 
lidays. Wanna bet 
je their minds? Do we hear 
ells? Starring Shawn Chris- 
»n Bancroft, Diana Chap- 
e Daly (whom we've actu- 
ally heard of). (Until 11 p.m.) 

9:30 (44) The Grateful Dead: The 
Closing of Winterland. Repeated 
from last week. That San Francisco 
rock ballroom closed on New Year's 
Eve 1978, and the Dead were there in 
full force. A historic moment or two. 
(Until 11:30 p.m.) 


MONDAY 
7:30 (2) Gloucester’s Adventure: 
An American Story. Gloucester's 
John Ronan made this film about the 
social, economic, and environmental 
changes in the fishing industry 
through the 20th century, using as his 
metaphor the National Historic Land- 
mark schooner Adventure, whose ca- 
reer has changed with the times 
Until 9 p.m.) 
8:00 (5) Peter Jennings Reporting: 
How To Get Fat Without Really Trying. 
We can only assume the goal is to 
learn what to avoid. After all, people 
are fat enough on their own. (Until 
9 p.m.) 
8:00 (25) The Wedding Singer 
(movie). Adam Sandler and Drew 
Barrymore star in a charming silly 
1998 comedy romance about the title 
haracter’s falling for the bride-to-be 
Billy Idol plays himself. (Until 10 p.m.) 
9:00 (2) Horatio’s Drive: America’s 
First Road Trip. Ken Burns's latest 
hronicles the transcontinental motor- 
ng adventure of retired Vermont doc- 
tor Horatio Nelson back in 1903. Nel- 
on set off across an often unmapped 
a on a $50 bet. And he made 
i 11:35 p.m.) 
9 00 (5) Football. The St. Louis 
Rams versus the Cleveland Browns 
the Rams started out in 
nd before moving to Los An- 
rd eventually St. Louis. They 
ucceeded in Cleveland by the 
yho eventually moved to Bal- 
became the Ravens. This 
ncarnation of the 




























second 


9:00 (44) A Gospel Bluegrass 
Soe Repeated from last 
€ Pickin’ and prayin’ with Ralph 
ya the Clinch Mountain 
icky Skaggs, the Del McCoury 
Band, Vestal Goodman, the !saacs 

















and the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band. (Until | 


11 p.m.) 

2:30 a.m. (44) Fiesta in the Sky. It 
was a dark and stormy night. Some- 
where outside, a hot-air balloon was 
hovering over a spaniel named 


Shipoopi. Years later, we would re- | 


member it as the night grandma was 
abducted by Milanese terrorists, but 


as the sun set that evening, all we | 


knew was that somewhere in the dis- 
tance, a spaniel was barking . . . bark- 
ing . . . barking. (Until 3 a.m.) 


TUESDAY 


7:30 (2) Frontline: The Alternative | 
Fix. A look at the mushrooming popu- 
larity of “complimentary” and alterna- | 


tive medical treatments. (“Compli- 


mentary” means that doctors don't | 


think the alternative meds work but 
humor patients because they won't do 
any harm.) (Until 9 p.m.) 

7:30 (44) André Rieu: Live from 
Dublin. Repeated from last week 


Where else couid you hear something | 


called the Johann Strauss Orchestra 
play “The Song of the Volga Boat- 
man,” “My Heart Will Go On,” and “All 
Men Shall Be Brothers” a/k/a 
Beethoven's Ninth? And why would 
you want to? (Until 9:30 p.m.) 

8:00 (4) Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer. Not again? Yes, again. Al 
most as often as Fiesta in the Sky 
The best thing you can say about this 
lame animated adaptation of the 
Rudolph epic is that no reindeer were 
harmed in its making. (Until 9 p.m. 
8:00 (5) |! Want a Dog for Christmas, 


Jenn je Brown. Whe 2re does Snoopy 
$00 (2) The “Blues ‘Story. Bobby 
anc, ¢ y a c K } 


K a 





11:00 (44) John Tesh’s Christmas 
in Positano. Nothing unexpect 


tea 
the kc 





here except cation to which Ti 









nas been year a 





esque city aly’s Amalf 
Until midnight.) 
WEDNESDAY 


7:30 (2) Once upon a Sleigh Ride. A 
fond and intelligent bio of composer 
Leroy Anderson, the man who gave 
the world “The Syncopated Clock 
The Typewriter,” and other surprising- 
ly sophisticated novelty numbers 
(Until 9 p.m.) 

9:00 (2) Great Performances: An- 





drea Bocelli: Sacred Arias. Andrea's | 


holiday show from Rome, with “Ave 
Maria,” “Silent Night,” and similar fare 
(Until 10:30 p.m.) 

9:00 (44) Mariachi: The Spirit of 
Mexico. Placido Domingo heads 
south of the border for the Internation- 
al Mariachi Festival in Guadalajara 
(Until 11 p.m.) 

10:30 (2) James Taylor: Pull Over. 
Repeated from last week. James does 
cuts from his overlooked 2002 album 
October Road, plus the old songs peo- 
ple still want to hear from the Sweet 
Baby James era. (Until midnight.) 

1:00 a.m. (2) His Girl Friday (movie) 
We can never pass up the opportunity 
to hype this 1940 newspaper-movie 
classic starring Cary Grant and Ros- 
alind Russell. (Until 2:30 a.m.) 

2:30 a.m. (2) Fiesta in the Sky. 
Pedro the beggar boy couldn't believe 
his luck when he came across the 
wreck of a hot-air balloon in the 
desert outside Tucson. Shifting 
through the rubble and mangled body 
parts, he discovered a rusted amulet 
in the shape of a pronghorn sheep. “I 
wish "he said, “| wish | could fly!” 
(Until 3 a.m.) 


THURSDAY 


7:30 (2) A Dancer's Life. A special | 


filmed at the American Ballet Theatre 
School in New York in 1972 and aired 
to commemorate the 10th anniver- 


sary of Rudolf Nureyev's death. Old, | 


old clips include looks at Nureyev, | 


Fernando Bujones, Michael Smuin 
and Natalia Makarova. (Until 9 p.m.) 


8:00 (5) Holiday at Pops. The Boston | 


Poppers weicome Santa, Amy Grant 
and Vince Gill for a traditional New 
England holiday experience. (Until 
10 p.m.) 


9:00 (2) The Everly Brothers Re- | 


union Concert. Don and Phil to 


gether again (a few years ago), still 


waking up Little Susie and wonder- 
ing when they'll be loved. (Until 
10:30 p.m.) 

9:00 (44) Nature: 

This Be a 


John Denver: Let 


Voice. The late smilin 










personalized 


30 p.m.) 





t effort — 


rOor t 
Until 10 





nature fil 











































i"N 


ALTERNATIVERADIO 






ALTERNA-TIVITY 
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pare Ss T0) iy deliver A two-fisted grab of ska and punk, acid-rock 
and UK garage, underground house, hip-hop and funk. 
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For a complete listing of stores, visit www.bestbuy.com 


Attelboro, MA Dedham, MA Saugus, MA Nashua, NH 2 

Boston, MA Framingham, M/A Seekonk, M/ Portsmouth, NH { BEST ~ | 
Braintree, MA Hyannis, MA Watertown, Salem, NH ° s 
Brockton, MA Kingston, MA Worcester, VA Bangor, ME \Buy > 
Cambridge, MA N. Dartmouth, MA Concord, NH Portiand, ME hacia w Piees 
Danvers, MA Plymouth, MA Manchester, NH Warwick, aan Thousands of Possuiities |e 


























| saw you on the 
green line around 
9am last Monday. 
Our eyes met. You 
were wearing a Kill 
Rock Stars T-shirt. 

was listening to Bikini 
Kill really loud on my 
walkman and had 
stripey stockings on. 


| saw you cut me up 
on Storrow Drive. 
You were driving a 
silver Mustang. | was 
driving a blue Beetle. 
Next time I'll follow 
you - be warned! 


Missed romantic connections, lost phone numbers, blackmail, rants 
and raves, cops trying to communicate with serial killers! You'll find 
it all in the all new | Spy section in oersonals 


‘TL Saw You! ads are 
back in the Phoenix: 









































| saw you steal that | | saw you playing 
Quitar on stage at the 
Tsongas Arena in 
Lowell a couple of 
weeks ago. You were 
wearing red pants and 
a white shirt. I'd love 
to know your name. 









Sara Lee cheesecake 








from Shaws. You 















were tall, blonde and 





























gorgeous. Split the 
cheesecake with me 





and | won't tell. 







































| saw you checking 
Out my girlfriend at 
Avalon. You were the 
loser in baggy jeans 
and a wifebeater with 
gold chains. Stay 
away from my girl 
playa wannabe! 







Red fox - meet 
black dog at the 
designated loca- 
tion, 12.00 on the 
next full moon. 



































VLAIV 


eed 


— BOSTON PHOENIX 


Gothika 


The Haunted Mansion 


The Lord of 
Ring (extended version 


Love Actually 


the Rings: T 


Master and Commander: The Far Side of the 
Wor id 2:45 4 


The Matrix Revolutions: 
me: ‘Missing 12:50, 4 


Mystic River 
Timeline 


21 Grams 


Something's Gotta Giv 


@ COPLEY PLACE 
Zero Day 
Brother Bear 


Die, Mommie, Die 
The Human Stain 


Intolerable Cruelty 


Kill Bill: Volume 1 


= 


Looney Tunes: Back in Action 


Lost in Transiation 
Runaway Jury 
School of Rock 


Shattered Glass 
Under the Tuscan Sun 


Love Actually 


@ FENWAY 
Honey: 1 
The Last Samurai 


Bad Santa 


The Haunted Mansion 


Tunes: Back in A 
Love Actually 

Master and Commander 
World 


Looney 


The Far Side of the 


The Matrix Revolutions 


The Missing 
Mystic River 
Timeline 


@ MUSEUM OF SCIENCE 


HOLIDAY SHOPPING | I: 
Potente 100,00( 
Monday at the Har 


Africa: The Serengeti: F 


Jane Goodall’s Wild Chimpanzees 
nd Clark 


Lewis ar Great Journey 


Space Station 


@ NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM. S 


Cirque de Sole 

Ghosts of the = 

The Matrix Reloaded 
an Wonderland 


brookline 


@ CHESTNUT HILL 


The Last Samurai 

Bad Santa 

Brother Bear: 1 

Master and Commander: The Far Side of the 
World: 12:45, 4 

The Missing: 1:15, 4 

Mystic River: 7:3 


@ CIRCLE CINEMA (617-566-404 


Honey 

Dr. Seuss’ The Cat in the Hat 
Elf 

Gothika 

The Haunted Mansion 

Love Actually 
Timeline 

@ COOLIDGE CORNER 
Zero Day: 1 

Elephant 

Ma ‘ 

Etre et avoir/To Be and To Have 
Lost in Translation 


21 Grams 


Just an American Boy: 1 
Tron: F 
The Animation Show Fri-Sat 
Strange Memories of Death: M 
Crossing Boundaries: Tricksters & Rule 
Breakers: T y 


—— 


@ BRATTLE 8 


Onibus 174 Bus 174 


@ FRESH POND MALL 


Brother Bear 
yr. Seuss’ The Cat 


Haunted Mansion 


Back in Action 
Matrix Revolutions 
The Missing 
Mystic River 
Timeline 
Something's Gotta Give 


@ HARVARD SQUARE 
The Last Samurai 
Lost in Translation 


Love Actually: 12:15, 3:20, 6:40, 9:45 
Master and Commander: The Far Side of the 


btreu tells Franka 
ce in Lola rennt, 


Vor B 


film listings 


World: 12:30, 3:4 
The: Rocky Horror Picture Show: Sa 


@ KENDALL SQUARE CINEMA 
Dans ma peaw/in My Skin: 2 


Elephant 


in America: 
One from the Heart 
Pieces of — 


Shattered Glass 
The Station shea 


21 Grams: 1, 4 


suburbs 


@ ARLINGTON, Capit 


Good Boy!: 1 

The Human Stain 
Sat.-Sun 
Intolerable crt 
vat. Sun 
Kill Bill: Volume 1: 5:10, 7 
Pirates of the Caribbean: 
Black Pearl: 2; Sat 

Runaway Jury: 4 

School of Rock: 1 

Under the Tuscan Sun: 2:3 


@ BEVERLY 


Veronica Guerin: F 
Mambo Italiano: Mo 


@ BRAINTREE, AMC X 
Honey: 12:20 
The Last Samurai: 
Bad Santa: 12:3 
Brother Bear: 1 


Dr. Seuss The Cat in the Hat: 


Elf: 0 

Gothika: 4:50, 7 

The Haunted Mansion: 12:2 
Master and Commander The Far Side of the 
World: 1, 4 1 

The Missing: 1 

Timeline 


S| BURLINGTON 4 
Bad Santa 
Brother Bear: 11 
Dr. eens The Cat in the Hat 1 
Elf: 1:3 5 
Gothika: 7:40, 1 
The Haunted Mansion: 1:45 
Love Actually 5 1 
Master and Commander: The Far Side of the 
World: 12:40, 3:5 
The Missing: 1 
Timeline: 12:5 


@ DEDHAM 


Intolerable Cruelty 

Lost in Translation 

Radio: 4:45; S Wed 
Under the Tuscan Sun: 4:45 


M@ DEDHAM, Showcase 


Honey 

The Last Samurai 

Bad Santa 

Brother Bear 

Dr. Seuss’ The Cat in the Hat 
Elf 

Gothika 

The Haunted Mansion 

Looney Tunes: Back in Action 
Love Actually 

Master and Commander: The Far Side of the 
World 

The Missing 

Mystic River 

Timeline 


@ FRAMINGHAM, AM’ 


The Last Samurai 
Bad Santa: 1 
Brother Bear: | 


Dr. Seuss the Ge in the Hat 


Love Actually: 1:30, 4:45, 7. 8. 1 

Master and id Commander The Far Side of the 
World: n 10, 4:15, 6 4 

The Matrix Revolutions: 7:40, 1 

The Missing: 12:45, 3:45, 7,1 


HOLIDAY SHOPPING I: Bruno Ganz wonders what Solveig Dommartin would like in 


Der Himmel iiber Berlin, 


Mystic River: 12 
Scary Movie 3: 1 
Timeline: noon 


a HINGHAM 


1400 nSt 


Love Actually + 


. ssisscie? 

Honey 

Elf: 12:45 

Gothika: 2:30, 4:4 9 
The Haunted inate 1:15 


‘iene Tunes Back in Action 


a NERBURYPORT, Screening F 


Gloomy Sunday 
The Human Stain: 1 
Intolerable any 6 


Looney ae eo in Action 

Le peuple | migrateur oo ne 9 
Runaway Jury 45 9 
Shattered Glass: 11:45 a.n 

Sylvia: 4:05, 6:4 

Under the Tuscan Sun: 1:1 

Good Boy!: Fri -Sat., Mor 


@ RANDOLPH, S 

Honey 

The Last Samurai 

Bad Santa 

Brother Bear 

Dr. Seuss’ The Cat in the Hat 
Elf 

Gothika 

The Haunted Mansion 
Looney Tunes: Back in Action 
Love Actually 

Master and Commander: The Far Side of the 
World 

The Matrix Revolutions 

The Missing 

Mystic River 

Timeline 

Something's Gotta Give: sneal 


@ REVERE. Shc 


Honey 

The Last Samurai 

Bad Santa 

Brother Bear 

Dr. Seuss’ The Cat in the Hat 
Elf 

Gothika 

The Haunted Mansion 
Looney Tunes: Back in Action 
Love Actually 

Master and Commander: The Far Side of the 
World 

The Missing 

Mystic River 

Timeline 

Something's Gotta Give 


@ SALEM, Muse 


Dr. Seuss The Cat in the Hat 

The Haunted Mansion: 1 

Master and Commander: The Far Side | of the 
World: 12:45, 3:4 4 


@ SOMERVILLE, Loews Theatres (6 
7000), 35 Middlesex Ave., Assembly Sq. Mal! 
Honey: 12:05, 2:30, 4:50, 7:20, 10 

The Last Saar 11 

Bad Santa: 12 ; 

Brother Bear: 


Dr. Seuss The Cat in the Hat: 1 


11:45am 


Elf: 

Gothika: 2:45, 5:1 

The Haunted Mansion 

aie Tunes: Back in Action: 1 

Master and Commander: The Far Side of the 
World: 11:40 a.m., 3 0 

The Matrix Revolutions: 9 

The Missing: 1 a.m., 3:10, 6 

Mystic River: 

Timeline: 12 


@ SOMERVILLE THEATRE (617 
Davis Sq 


The Human Stain: 3:1 


Intolerable Cruelty: 3:15, 5:1 
Sun., 1:15 

Kill Bill: Volume 1 

Sun., 1:20 
School of Rock: 


Bubba Ho-Tep: Su 


40, 7:4 50 


" “WALTHAM, En 2 
The Last Samurai 45 
Lost in Translation: 4:1 


Master and Commander The Far Side of the 
World: 4:30 Su 

Mystic River: 4:40, 8:1 

The Station Agent: 4:2 


21 Grams: 
@ WEYMOUTH, Came 
The Missing: 4 


Mystic River: 4 
Looney Tunes: Back in Action 


St., Middle: 


Please 

Honey 

The Last Samurai 

Bad Santa 

Brother Bear 

Or. Seuss’ The Cat in the Hat 

El 

Gothika 

Looney Tunes: Back in Action 

Love Actually 

Master and Commander: The Far Side of the 
World 

The Missing 

Mystic River 

Something's Gotta Give: sneak preview Sat 


film specials 


@ ARLINGTON CENTER 
agton Tic 
- Renna garantiert Enlightenment 
Guaranteed Y € 


9 Mass. Ave., Arlin 
@ BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 


oe of we Flame 
™ Cukor, scr Me 


Tuesday at the Harvard Film Archive. 


@ CAMBRIDGE CENTER FOR ADULT EDU- 
CATION (617-547-6789 ext. 1), 42 
Cambridge. Tickets $7 
— Bombay Boys (1 


Gustad, 


Brattle St 


directed by Kaizad 
screens Sat., 7:30 


7 Jesus, Du 


directed by 


Fri., 9 Beyond the Bor- 


jolando Co! 


Progress 


reen: 


directed by J 


oy '0 Tykwer 
schiater/Wintersleepers 
ykwer, screens Wed. 


Philos hy: 
ilosophy 


screen 


ng image 

Der Himmel Uber Berin Wings of Desire 
directed by Wim ders 
7. Blade Runner 


screens 


The oe 


ereens 


Veiled Appearances 
erry Michel reer 
Tehran Diary (2 


nage 


Veiled 


La princesse de Cleves (196 eens 
2:30. Orphée (1949) screer un., 2 Le 
testament a ee The Teak’ of Or- 
pheus (1 ns Sun., 4 

Engagem "Di Chahta Hai/Do Your 
Own Thing (2 ted by Farhan Akhtar 


The 
Barta, and 
Who 
Vaclav 


Czec and Fantasy on Film 
Pied Piper (1 directed b' 
Three Short Films screen 2 
Killed Jessie? (1 


Vorlicek, screens 


a SOUTH BOSTON BRANCH LIBRARY 
646 East Broadway, South 
Series”: Prancer 


1 D. Hancock, screens 


and admission is f 
Thursdays at 38°: Uncovered: The wae 

Truth om the Iraq War 

r Greenwald 


e Writers 
Stone Reader 
Moskowitz 





RARY 
South 


rancer 
creens 


There’s Tim Burton’s 1982 “Vin- 
cent,” a gothic doggerel narrated by 
Vincent Price that presages Bur- 
ton’s later works. There's the stun- 
ning 1957 sci-fi confection “Mars 
and Beyond,” which is offered in 
tribute to Ward Kimball, the Disney 
animator who died last year at age 
87. There’s Bill Plympton’s brand- 
new “Parking.” And there are recent 
Academy Award nominees from 


***°THE ANIMATION SHOW.” If 
you're a fan of those excellent inter 
national animation shows that 
played arthouses in the 1980s and 
you thought the ubiquitous but mar- 
ginally appealing Spike & Mike Sick 
& Twisted tours meant the end of 
thought-provoking animation 
think again. From Academy 
Award-nominated Don Hertzfeldt 
(his “Rejected” is a highlight of the Japan, Germany, Poland, and 
show) and Beavis and Butt-head/ | Great Britain Ts an Aard- 
King of the Milfs Mike: Jud > (“Early manf¢ tio 
c r r & Grom 


nights at the Coolidge Corner 


**x*xBAD SANTA (2003) 


ahasis is on dark, subversive far Harvey Keitel did for cor 


BOSTON 
PHOENIX 


BOSTON BOSTON 
GLOBE HERALD 


S Variety's Top 10 
ic yy for the weekend 
= ending 11/30/03 
i } é 1 Dr. Seuss’ The Cat in the Hat < ay 


flash aa 


Jompiled t y 


Amelia 


legend 


Master and Commander 
A 
Str 
PK 
rave review, 
a gem; 
7 = The Missing 
> 
> 
ey 


Sepp ehsey, 
BS 
TAU niO) HON ha Ane 
THIS IS A MUST-SEE 


Love Actually 


10 Brother Bear 


LARRY KING 
“AN AMAZING Cl Wee Oe) a ae West taal Ns Sn 
ACHIEVEMENT! IT’S THAT RARE FILM THAT COMBINES 
A SWEEPING, HEROIC EPIC WITH AN INTIMATE, 
EXTREMELY POIGNANT PERSONAL STORY OF LOVE, 
HONOR AND TENDERNESS.” 
-BILL ZWECKER, CHICAGO SUN-TIMES 


“THIS ISN'T A ONE-NOTE ACTION MOVIE. IT'S 


bo COEUR ORM ALOR aN UUs eB ad Gad bhi aMee | 
-ROGER EBERT, EBERT & ROEPER 


“A MASTERPIECE OF EPIC FILMMAKING 
AND OSCAR’-WORTHY IN EVERY WAY.” 
~CLAY SMITH, ACCESS HOLLYWOOD 


“THE BEST FILM OF 2003, AN EPIC TALE 


OF LOVE AND REDEMPTION.” 
-JEFFREY K. HOWARD, ABC-TV 


“AN ELEGANT ADVENTURE OF THE 
Vie erase lee 


TOM CRUISE 1S SUPERB.” 
SONU R glia se Set a 


“Two THUMBS UP” 
-EBERT & ROEPER 


TO 
re 


[Soo ee 

rate etl 
Se aL ATT aes IN 
RADAR PICTURES/ BEDFORD FALLS COMPANY/CRUISE-WAGNER or 

TIMOTHY SPALL: KEN WATANABE BILLY CONNDELY Ma cheng 


TL Re Vie 
ST a 


[Strong Violence And Battle Sequences 


STARTS FRIDAY Y S0Stow common FENWAY THEATRE HARVARD SQ. SOMERVILLE DANVERS 


DECEMBER STH! aocsanoanco #730 617-424-626 1: 


SHOWCASE CINEMAS — SHOWCASE CINEMAS 


CHURCH ST, CAMBRIDGE AT ASSEMBLY SQ. RTE. 93 LIBERTY TREE MALL WE} S12 EXT ISA MET 
1-800-FANDANGO 4733 1-800-FANDANGO #737 1-800-FANDANGO #734 781-326-4955 


film strips 


Lieutenant Billy Bob Thornton 
does for Kris Kringle in Bad 
Santa. Thornton's Willie is a de- 
partment-store Santa who 
smokes, drinks, swears, occasion- 
ally pisses himself, and chases 
after women with big bottoms. But 
Willie is not only a pig, he’s also a 
crook. He and Marcus (Tony Cox) 
a three-foot-tall African-American 
dwarf, play a Santa & Elf team 
who take on a d ent shop 

mail every holiday seasor 


f snc 


NY 
TIMES PEOPLE TIME 


ay 
4A 


MOVIE? 


ae 


H at pinay CRUISE “THE LAST SAMURA 


Wa 
ul it eee Te 
CANN ULE 


SHOWCASE CINEMAS 


SHOWCASE CINEMAS 


78 EXIT 35 & TE 38 
781-933-5330 


REVERE RANDOLPH 8i BRAINTREE 10 BURLINGTON 10 FRAMINGHAM 16 CHESTNUT HIL EMBASSY 


RTE. Cl & SQUIRE RD. RTE 139, EXIT 20A OFF RTE 24 OFF FORBES RO_ iE 


‘2% RTE 128 — EXIT 328 
781-286-1660 781-963-5600 781-848-1070 


781-229-9200 508-628-4400 617-277-2500 
Na ee ae) 


aes About This Movie 


FLUTE PASS AT SHOPPERS WORLD RTE 9 AT HAMMOND ST. 16 PINE ST. WALTHAM 


781-893-2500 


isn't your typical moppet — he’s 
more 
acter via Federico Fellir 


ed 


utter innoce 
Putt Marshm vallow Man 





lighten up 
of a Charles Addams char- th vat sometime 
a taunt- t 

rich kid ee n a big house 

Chestnut Hill, suburbs 
**x*xBLACK TAPE: A TEHRAN 
DIARY — THE VIDEOTAPE FARI- 
BORZ KAMBARI FOUND IN Habis 
GARAGE (2002). T 
er relationship get: 
Fariborz Kambar 


Sat 


of Willie’s abuse 
rob the house Archive 
t **x*xTHE BLUE-VEILED (1995) 


NEW VILLAGE WASHINGTON NEW 


NEWSWK YORKER VOICE POST YORK 


ae 4 
“Al “hl 


AD 


% 

® 
a 
- 


® 
® 


Continued on page 30 


AUDIENCE AWARD 


AFI FEST - 


he tee He. 


Director Jim Sheridan’s work has always been impassioned, 
but ‘In America’ also has a warmth that’s uttefly enchanting 


Seca once} 


- 


BEST ATURE FILM 


and a tenderness that’s genuinely touching. 


sta 


This is a real gem.” 


“It's one of the best movies f the year.” 


¥ 
From 5-Time eatin Award® Nominee 
JIM SHERIDAN, 
eft Foot” and “Im The Name OPThe Father”, 
s his most personal story. . 
eo 
~ 


EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT NOW PLAYING! 82... 


617-494-9800 














DECEMBER 5-12 Continued from page 29 


and the impressive beauty of ani- 
as that film was, it finds its 
e, one that is more light 
hearted and but still 


touching. As always, the story of a 































ART ON FILM 


Rivers and Tides 
Sat., Nov. 29, 10: 30 
Artists A 


THE FANTASTIC CINEMA OF 
JEAN COCTEAU 


La Princesse de Cléves 
Sat., Dec. 6, 12:30 pm 














young adult searching for his 





ace in the world sure to keep 





arents nappy 














way 











x * * BUBBA HO-TEP (2003). 


a favorite of 



































OV 
eee | 
Sun., Dec. 7, 2 pm | 
Post-war version of the classic myth 








ry Campbell 
now an ailing 
an East Texas 

a suppurating so 
xplanation of 
d why he’s not 
> as the 
as an an- 
y Stalking 
timers to suck Out 
r souls through their assholes 
rtunately, one of Elvis’s fellow 
residents is former president Jack 
Kennedy (Ossie Davis, matching 
Campbell with a touching and hi- 
larious turn), now an elderly black 
man (“they dyed me from head to 
toe”) with a sack of sand replacing 
his brain and obsessed with con- 
spiracy theories. They make an 
unlikely if formidable duo battling 
th mposing, cowboy-booted 
t, but they’re helped con- 
siderably by Coscarelli’s under- 
stated but electrifying style, which 
utilizes dark corridors, creepy 
Dil Chahta Hai sound effects, and ‘split-second 
(Do Your Own Thing) montages d flashbacks to 
Crimson Gold Sat., Dec. 6, 2:30 pm thrilling effect. And Campbell's 
Fri., Dec. 12, 8 pm 3 men take different paths to love in | ed but still reigning King 
A deliveryman is pushed \usical brings rueful irony to his voiceover 


quiet dignity to such 





The Testament of Orpheus 
Sun., Dec. 7, 4 ‘bm 


Cocteau's inne 


FESTIVAL OF FILMS 
FROM IRAN 


Black Tape 

Fri., Dec. 5, 8 pm 

Sun., Dec. 7, 12:15 pm 

A Kurdish trophy wife records her life 

















Sortrait 

















plaus 








whic’ 





mur 





jypt 
»me’s ol 


Who Killed Jessie? 
Dec. 11 


















Iran-Veiled Appearances 
Fri., Dec. 5, 6 pm 
Documentary on life in Iran 


CZECH HORROR AND 
FANTASY ON FILM 


Who Killed Jessie? 
Thurs., Dec. 11, 3:30 pm 
Sci-fi comedy 





























Nargess 
Sat., Dec. 6, 10:30 am 


A criminal tries to reform himself 


























The Pied Piper and Three Short 
Films 

Thurs., Dec. 11, 2 pm 

Amazing animated tales 


CINEMA INDIA 





The Blue-Veiled 
Sat., Dec. 7, 10:30 am 
Romance crossing class boundaries. 















reve 























Deep Breath 
Fri., Dec. 12, 6 pm 
Portrait of 3 











aimless youths in Tehran 












>mbatt 














to violence this m 














> Film Program at t 


e Fleet 


Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 617-267-9300 








For more info, call 
617-369-3770 or visit 
www.mfa.org/film 





The media sponsor is 


Pheeni 


www.mfa.org | 












e (Sunday through Thurs- 








































































































































































































LOEWS 


DANVERS 
UBERTY TREE WALL 
1-B0-FANDANGO #734 


LOEWS 


FRESH POND 
FRESH POND PLAZA 
1-O0-FANDANGO #732 








iday LOEWS ANC 
olarts Friday, gosrow common FENWAY THEATRE 
Herember Sth ocswounco ro 201 BROOKLINE AVE 


617-426-4266 
LOEWS LOEWS SHOWCASE CINEMAS SHOWCASE CINEMAS SHOWCASE CINEMAS 
SOMERVILLE NATICK CIRCLE DEDHAM RANDOLPH 


AT ASSEMBLY SQ. RTE. 93 RTE. 9 OPP SHOPPERS WORLD CLEVELAND CIRCLE RTE. 1 & 128 EXIT 15A RTE 139, EXIT 20A OFF RTE 24 
1-800-FANDANGO #737 1-800-FANDANGO #736 617-566-4040 781-326-4955 781-963-5600 


SOUCISE ONES HONCISECHEUS — SESLEE SUCH CEUEONR NSEETES 


RTE. C1 & SQUIRE RO ATE. 128 EXIT 3 CHECK DIRECTORIES OR CALL THEATRES 
781-286-1660 781-999-5330 FOR SHOWTIMES AND SOUND INFORMATION 













































































REVERE 





























D 

DANS MA PEAU/IN MY SKIN 
(2002). See “Film Culture,” on page 
4. In French with English subtitles 
(93m) Kendall Square. 
* x DIE, MOMMIE, DIE! (2003). A 
homage to the melodramas that 
starred Joan Crawford and B 

this campy comedy puts ¢ 
ag queen in the leading role 
Charles Busch, who adapted the 
screenplay from his stage play 
Angela Arden 
kills her husband (Philip Baker 
Hall) to be with her lover, who's 












played with studied ften hi 
larious) woodenness by Beverly 
Hills 90210 alum Jason Priestley. 


Freudian situations abound, like 
Angela's unusual closeness to her 
crazy son and the way her daugh- 
ter (Natasha Lyonne) has a crush 
on both her father and her moth 
er's boyfriend. Busch is often hilari- 
ous, and he’s pretty convincing as 
a woman with a diabolical streak 
but Mark Rucker's direction seems 
awkward and static. And since the 
camp was built into Hollywood 
melodramas, this kind of lampoon- 
ing seems superfiuous. Susan 
Sontag said that pure camp has to 
be unintentional; given the choice 
between a classic like The Women 
and Die, Mommie, Die!, you'd have 
to agree. (90m) Copley Place. 
**xDIL CHAHTA HAI/DO YOUR 
OWN THING (2001). Set in a 
youthful, hip, modern India (be pre- 
pared for men in leather pants) 
Farhan Akhtar’s film follows three 
best friends and recent college 
graduates as they lose and find 
love. It’s an unsettling blend of cut- 
ting-edge cool and old-school Bol 
lywood genre conventions: a 
dance number set in a nightclub is 
edited like an MTV Europe video 
and then followed by the obligatory 
trip abroad (Australia this time) 
This uneasy compromise is re- 
deemed in part by performances 
from Indian superstar Aamir Khan 
and Priety Zinta as the couple so 
wrong for each other it must be 
right and from Akshaye Khanna as 
the unflappably cool artist Sid. At 
first liberal in its family politics and 
attitudes ard love, Dil Chahta 
Hai eventually fal ack on tr 
tional values. Akhtar, who al 
wrote the screenplay, is shooting 
for a contemporary film about 
twentysomethings that twen- 
tysomethings might want to watch 
but, stuck in the trappings of the 
genre, he misses his mark. In Hindi 
with English subtitles. (181m) Sat- 
urday at the Museum of Fine Arts 
*xDR. SEUSS’ THE CAT IN THE 
HAT (2003). Gratingly loud and 
garish, the latest movie adaptation 
of a Dr. Seuss story joins 2000's 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas as 
one of the worst adaptations of a 
beloved book. Mike Myers is un- 
recognizable as the Cat (some- 
thing he will doubtiess be grateful 
for later on in his career), relying 
instead on a host of annoying ac 
cents (who knew the Cat was from 
Brooklyn?) to get on your nerves 
The Cat arrives at the home of 
Conrad and Sally (Spencer Breslin 
and Dakota Fanning, gamely trying 
to look amused) to make mischief 
while their mother is away. Director 
Bo Welch and producer Brian 
Grazer have added a subplot in- 
volving Alec Baldwin as the beich- 
ing, slovenly neighbor out to wed 
the kids’ mom and the threat of mil- 
itary school for the troublemaking 
Conrad. The result is loud without 
being funny, antic without being 
joyful, and surprisingly unsuitable 
for children. (81m) Boston Com- 
mon, Fenway, Fresh Pond, Circle 
suburbs 










E 
* x ELEPHANT (2003). Rigorously 
superficial and dispassionate, Gus 
Van Sant’s fictionalized look at the 
Columbine shootings doesn’t have 
the substance to be exploitative 
Despite — or because of — win- 
ning Best Director and the Palme 
d'Or at Cannes, the film has stirred 
little audience interest or outrage 
The title comes from Alan Clarke's 
1989 BBC short “Elephant,” which 
is about school violence in North- 
ern Ireland; Clarke is alluding to 
the saying that such a problem is 
as easy to ignore as an elephant in 
a living room. Van Sant’s camera 
follows the route of John (John 
Robinson) through the school and 
his intersections with other stu 
dents whose routes are followed 
and refollowed from differe 
points of view in a pseudo-Tar. - 
no-esque video game that cuimi- 








nates in the inevitable, pointless 

blood bath. The targets of Alex 

(Alex Frost) and Eric (Eric 

yde vapid bulimics 
a sensitive ugly 


There are glimpses 








bullying ma 
ymosexuality Nall 
weap¢ postmod 





james: Alex plays 
take lon 









this one arou 





ons at all? (81m) Kendall Square 
Coolidge Corner 
**x x ELF (2003). This film from 


John Favreau (Swir 






ence me 





makes 
like children 
character, 

Pole 












a baby after he 





istmas Eve into 





Santa rphanage his 
mother sent him to before she 
died. Buddy is raised by Papa Elf 
(Bob Newhart) in Santa's syrupy 
sweet workshop; since he doesn't 
have the elfin magic to cut it as a 
toy maker, however, he decides, at 
age 30, to head to New York to find 
his dad (James Caan). But Buddy 
is, like Ferrell's best characters, an 
innocent overgrown child, where- 
as, his dad, a Scrooge-ish chil 
dren’s-book exec, is on the 
Naughty List! Like all great holiday 
movies, Elfis a biend of humor and 
sweetness: when Buddy takes love 
interest Jovie (Zooey Deschanel) 
on a date to a crummy diner be- 
cause he believes the place’s 
world’s best coffee” sign, you 
laugh and — don't tr 
get the warm-and-fuzzies. (97m) 
Boston Common, Fenway, Fresh 
Pond, Circle, suburbs 
EN CONSTRUCCIONWORK IN 
PROGRESS (2001). Chris Fuj 
a review is on page 3. Ir 
) and Catalar with English 
at the 












Harvarc d Film Archive 
* x* * ERLEUCHTUNG 

GARANTIERT/ENLIGHTENMENT 

GUARANTEED (2000). When 

Doris Ddrrie directs, it’s more like 

amusement than enlightenment 

guaranteed. Since making a name 

for herself in 1985 with her spright- 

ly Men, Dérrie has advanced the 

woeful cause of German film com- 

edy with a number of jaundiced but 
genial looks at the human condi 

tion, showing an especially acute 
and sympathetic insight into the 
male half of it. Here two brothers 
— boorish family man Uwe (Uwe 
Ochsenknecht) and finicky new- 
ager Gustav (Gustav Peter Wohler) 
— head off to a Zen monastery in 
Japan after the former's wife 
dumps him. There they learn de 

tachment the hard way, getting lost 
in Tokyo and losing all their money 

by the time they make it to the 
harsh rituals and regimens of their 
final destination, their experience 
is almost anticlimactic. Dérrie 
shoots it all on digital video; the ef- 
fect ranges from coy to poignant 

But this tactic wasn’t necessary — 
the low-key comic performances of 
the leads and her bittersweet irony 
guarantee the film’s humanity. Ir 

German and Japanese with Eng- 
lish subtitles. (109m) Friday at the 
Arlington Center. 

**xxxETRE ET AVOIR/TO BE 
AND TO HAVE (2002). This film 
from Nicolas Philibert epitomizes 
the strengths that appear to be 
constant in his work: respect and 
love for his subjects, formal open- 
ness, the ability to immerse the 
viewer in a world that has been for- 
gotten (here that of children) or 
that may be all but unknown (in his 
other films, the worlds of madness, 
of animals, of the deaf). Philibert 
sees these worlds as utopias, and 
he patiently maps their possibilities 
for pleasure and understanding 
His camera is so unobtrusive that 
you hardly notice its unobtrusive- 
ness. A study of a semester at the 
primary school of a small French 
farming community, Etre et avoir 
stimulates and enchants no less 
through its supple and elegant im- 
ages than through its dense and 
poignant sounds. Philibert encour- 
ages you to remember the many 
sounds of school: voices, coughs 
the rustling of clothes, the rubbing 
and scraping of pens on paper 
laughter, whispering, a g 
breaking, sleds hissing down a 
snowy hill — sounds that approach 
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* &% AUTUMN SPRING (First teats. f nothing é 
Vladimir Michalek’s crotchety pae: 
light serves as a corrective to such He 
topic as the recent Secondhand Lions. Far 
Brodsky) might be a grumpy ol 
of dark, puckish Slavic hu 
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shut it down. Lately he and his 
ka) have been passing themselves off a 
investors to realtors so the latte: 
in an attempt t 
erty. It's all fi 
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4 0-nonsense wife, Emilie (Stella 

decide it's time to resettie him in a home 
use his ex-wife. The dialectic referred to 
n old-fashioned attitude of romantic fan 





le property nostalgia, perhaps, for the social 
1968. Certainly Brodsky's nuanced performanc e 


4 the edges than his classic turn in 
2 all (the terminally ill Brodsky commit 
with English subtitles. (98m) 
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standard exercise 





pi Spirits and narrative 
gant dialogue is mostly free of the 
dience's support for period blockbu 
Pryce) are on hand to provide what's 
of Johnny Depp, who as a pi 
ns while flo 
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a hallucinatory intensit 
much happening at once At this 
school, one calm and pleasant 
man teaches children 4 
ranging from about five to a 
10. His rather strict technique is 
both the result of long experience 
and an expression of 
end, Etre et avoir is a love stor 

and a tragic one — not because 
the teacher's love isn't requited (for 
it is), but because it must end ir 
separation. Philibert shapes the 
film around milestones and leave 
takings: the teacher's impending 
retirement, the older children’s 
minent graduation to middle 
school. In French with English sub- 
titles. (104m) Coolidge 
screening room 


G 

**xGHOSTS OF THE ABYSS 
(2003). Near, far, or wherever he 
may be, James Cameron is always 
close to Titanic. Cameron looks t 
his Oscar-winning epic for his first 
big-screen release since 1997, a 
3-D IMAX documentary that ex 
plores never-before-seen wreck 
age of Titanic (the ship, not Kate 
Winslet’s career), narrated by the 
film’s mock-documentarian, Bill 
Paxton. Cameron, Paxton, and a 
group of scientists and historians 
went aboard a Russian research 
ship and took two submarines two 
miles under the ocean's surface to 
the explore the hulk. Two high- 
definition underwater remote-oper- 
ated video cameras were specially 
created for the film and maneu- 
vered within the ship’s wreckage to 
reveal hidden treasures of the lux- 
ury liner, such as the undamaged 
stained-glass windows in the din- 
ing room and a glass and carafe 
intact upon a shelf in a cabin. Such 
details are haunting, unlike the 
phony “ghost” passengers and 
crew superimposed over the un- 
derwater images or Paxton’s 
blithering and self-important 
voiceover narration. As for the 3-D 
element, it’s mostly a gimmick and 
distraction and is only briefly used 
The underwater exploratory tech- 
nology is the real deal here but is 
only cursorily explained; it de- 
serves a documentary of its own 
without Cameron's bells and whis- 
tles. (59m) New England Aquari- 
um. 

**1/2 GLOOMY SUNDAY: EIN 
LIED VON LIEBE UND TOD 
(1999). Rolf Schibel’s film is in- 
spired by a 1930s American song 
that allegedly drove people to sui- 
cide. A few years back, Laszlé 
(Joachim Krdl), the Jewish owner 
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re Verbinski's adventure comedy brings 
the pirate genre. The sometimes ele. 
ed necessary to obtain the target au- 
(Geoffrey Rush and Jonathan 
resting performance is that 
s himself in a blur of sensu 
aids and eye shadow. That 
eS, sort of, proves helpful neither to 
rop the ball on what would have seemed 
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f the Restaurant Szabo, saved the 
life of Hans (Ben Becker) after 
Hans had thrown himself into the 
Danube. Hans was heartbroken 
because llona (Erika Marozsan), 
the beautiful woman Laszl6 now 
ares with his pianist, Andras 
had reject 








ted him. Hans (Ben Beck- 
er) has returned to Budapest re- 
splendent in his SS uniform, but he 
proves less than grateful as the 
overs aoe ménage contends 
with the Third Reich. In their favor. 
aps, is the title tune, which in 
anciful version of the actual 
: composed by Andras. He 
was the Marilyn Manson of his day, 
for the song became a worldwide 
hit, inspiring, so the legend goes, 
ountless suicides around the 
d (Billie Holiday’s version is 
like a beckoning revolver at 
4 a.m.). Schibel’s film doesn't 
quite live up to the song, though its 
moments of near-farcical melodra- 
ma (the opening scene, for one) 
are tempered by a tone of sardonic 
irony and wistful weltschmerz. In 
German with English subtitles 
114m) West Newton. 

**xGOOD BOY! (2003). The new 
children’s film from director John 
Robert Hoffman is about dogs from 
outer space. Talking dogs from 
outer space. One of them, played 
by a real dog and voiced by 
Matthew Broderick, visits Earth to 
check on how Earth dogs are pro- 
gressing with the whole world- 
domination thing — which appears 
to be the reason they came here in 
the first place. Needless to say, 
he's disappointed by what he finds. 
He becomes the pet and eventual 
friend of a lonely boy, played with a 
minimum of cloying cuteness by 
Liam Aiken, who can understand 
the dogs because of a technologi- 
cal glitch in one of the spaceship’s 
functions. That boy and dog be- 
come wary allies and eventually 
trusting friends is a foregone con- 
clusion. The neighborhood dogs, 
voiced by Brittany Murphy and 
Delta Burke, among others, are 
blandly annoying, and Molly Shan- 
non and Kevin Nealon are wasted 
as clueless but caring parents. 
(87m) West Newton (no show Sun- 
day), Arlington Capitol, suburbs 
*GOTHIKA (2003). Halle Berry's 
Miranda Gray is a brilliant young 
doctor in a women’s psychiatric 
prison who wakes to find herself 
locked up as a patient in her own 
ward and wondering how she got 
there. No doubt she and the rest of 
the talented cast had a similar ex- 
perience when they first laid eyes 
on this embarrassing gobbler. Per- 














haps Berry and Penélope Cruz, 
who plays Chloé, a sexually 
abused patient, saw this as a good 
opportunity to cry and scream a lot 
and appear in wet, flimsy clothing 

The tears start in earnest when Dr 

Pete Graham (Robert Downey Jr 

here a cross between Anthony 
Perkins and Jerry Lewis) informs 
Miranda that’s she’s in an observa- 
tion cell because of the nasty 
things she’s done to her husband 

Doug (Charles S. Dutton), the 
head of the unit. “I'm not deluded 

Miranda insists. “I'm possessed! 

The spirit of a dead girl has been 
tormenting her, bouncing her off 
walls and luring her to some reve 

lation. How can a scientist be ra 

tional under such circumstances 

Nonetheless, she perseveres to 
uncover a truth so terrifying and sc 
obvious that anyone able to remain 
awake would have figured it out 
long before. Hot-shot French direc- 
tor Mathieu Kassovitz has, it’s 
clear, been watching films in the 
genre from Frankenstein to Cat 
People to Se7en. But the only truly 
scary moment is when Dutton, who 
is twice as old as Berry and three 
times her size, pulls an Adrien 
Brody. (95m) Boston Common 
Fenway, Fresh Pond, Circle, sub 
urbs 


H 

**1/2 HAMLET (2000). At times 
Michael Almereyda makes a strong 
case that Shakespeare intended 
his play to be set in the 21st centu- 
ry. Ail the stodgy Elizabethan 
ventions of asides, soliloquies 
eavesdropping, and ghosts seem 
natural when translated 

artifices of c es, vid 
and bugging 
r could any stage 
design more faithfully re-create the 
blasted labyrinth of the hero’s mind 
than the glassy towers and 
yf Manhattan, through 
wanders like a more 
oughtful kind of American psy- 
¢ And cutting the text to some 
90 minutes invokes the postmod- 
ern solipsism of the self-enclosed 
music video. But when it comes to 
the title melancholy Dane himself 
there’s the rub. With his stocking 
p and mumbled, speed-reading 
delivery of the greatest li writ- 
ten for the stage, Ethan Hawke 
comes off as Hamlet, Pipsqueak of 
Denmark, or Hamlet the Dink. Any 
of the supporting cast — inciuding 
Kyle MacLachlan as a corrupi and 
shallow Claudius, Diane Venora as 
a passionate and broken Gertrude 
Sam Shepard as a smug and tor- 
mented Ghost, Julia Styles as a 
touching Ophelia, Liev Schreiber 
as a posturing and pitiful Laertes 
Steve Zahn and Dechen Thurman 
as a zonked-out Rosencrantz and 
Guildenstern, and Bill Murray as a 
clownish but malignant Polonius — 





con- 








the 


cam- 




















Beg9 





















































would have made a better Hamiet 


(111m) Monday at the Harvard | 9 


Film Archive 

*1/2 THE HAUNTED MANSION 
(2003). Eddie Murphy continues 
his downward trajectory from R- 
rated comedian to boring family 
man with this kids’ comedy from 





Disney. As he proved in The Nutty 
be 





Professor, Murphy can still 
funny while doing family-orien 
comedy; here, however, he and 
everyone else working on au- 
topilot. His Evers is an ambi- 
tious real-e: agent who cant 

family a 
at a potential c 
house; there they 















resist 


tion t 





ounter 
ghostly luminaries as Terenc 
Stamp and Wallace Shawn (w 
do their best given what th 

to work with), and Jim 
value spending time with 
over his BMW and his Cartier 
watch. Director Rob Minkoff (Stuart 
c 














ittle) creates some neat 
effects, like Jennifer Tilly's head- 
less Gypsy (she’s encased in her 
own crystal ball), and there are a 
few genuine laughs, along with a 
handful of scary moments to hint at 
Continued on page 32 
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garish, vulgar, expensive 
with Ron 
Intolerable 


ane and 


block 
Howard. But 
Cruelty is as 
ffbeat as any 
has plenty of 
C verbal and visu- 
mention two attractive A- 
acting at the top of their 
game. George Clooney's Miles 
Massey is the Alexander the Great 
f unscrupulous Los Angeles di- 
awyers. That changes when 
s Marylin Rexroth (Cather- 
ones), world-class gold- 
d serial divorcée. Like the 
thieves in Ernst Lu 
Trouble in Paradise, they 
other as kindred 
but they find it as much fun 
compete and to betray each 
other as tc mutu- 
al attraction. Almost everyone else 
t in the movie is a typical Coen 
*x*xxIN AMERICA (2002) m grotesque, from Massey's ancient 
Sherida made a and intestinally deficient senior 
2's stories partner (the subject of that colosto- 
remark) to an é ic hit 
named Wheezy Joe t 
vate eye (Cedric the ertainer) 
who harasses and hol cheat- 
ing spouses as he catches them 
red-handed with his camcorder 
The Coens are setting themselves 
up again for a charge of misan- 
thropy, but their cynicism here is so 
pure that, at least as embodied by 
i ads — Paddy Clooney and Zeta-Jones, it comes 
idine, Samantha Morton, and off as a kind of romantic ideal 
Emma and Sarah | (100m) Copley Place, West New- 
ton, Somerville Theatre, Arlington 
Capitol, suburbs 
IRAN SOUS LE VOILE DES AP- 
PARENCES/IRAN — VEILED AP- 
PEARANCE (2002). Thierry 
Michel's documentary attempts to 
look beneath the veil of contempo- 
rary Iran in a way that “defies the 
images of Iran presented by US 
media and politicians.” In French 
with English subtitles. (94m) Friday 
at the Museum of Fine Arts. 


Continued from page 31 
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**x*1/2 DER HIMMEL UBER 
BERLIN/WINGS OF DESIRE i 
(1988). The p st \ J credible 


Jers s fantasy a pair of ar ) e jarris on 
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so skilled and 
s that even 
clichés are moving. And 
ars are a revelat 
ah radiates a wis- J 
JESUS, DU WEIBT/JESUS, YOU 
KNOW (2003). Brooke Holgerson’s 
review is on page 3. In German 
with English s 7m) Friday 
at the Harvard Film Archive 
**xxJUST AN AMERI 
(2003). As 
singer-songwriter and a 
ving legend Steve 
ow, the subjec 
from Amos 
just an Ar 
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Hauer in Blade Runner. 


join forces with the Taliban. And 
underlying that is Earle’s belief that 
we have serious problems in this 
country, from the death penalty, 
which he’s passionately opposed 
to, to the strip-mall lifestyle that 
alienates so many suburban teens 
You could see Just an American 
Boy as a political-campaign film 
Poe shoots Earle performing at 
everything from huge concerts to 
bluegrass picnics, captures his 
subject expounding on his view of 
what might make American a bet- 
ter, more tolerant place, and large- 
ly avoids the kind of long perform- 
ance sequences that define the 
rockumentary. Rather profiling his 
subj s life and times (from his 
start as Nashville's great rock hope 
to a debilitating drug addiction that 
landed him in jail to an amazing 
comeback that’s made him an al- 
F Poe focus- 

ks Earle endured 

se of Jerusalem. By 
despite his criminal 
’re_ left wondering 
wouldn't be a 
Earle were 

d of Arnold 
(b&w and 
day through Sunday 


boy) 
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KEEPER OF THE FLAME (1942). 
the second film with 
Spencer Tracy and Katharine Hep- 
t (Woman of the Year was the 
first), he’s ist Steve O’Mal- 
ley, who to write a book about 
who died when his 
C off a bridge, and she’s the 
hero’s widow, who perhaps didn't 
find him so heroic. George Cukor 
directed. (b&w/100m) Monday at 

the Boston Public Library. 
**1/2 KILL BILL: VOLUME 1 
(2003). Quentin Tarantino's tour de 
force exploits the spectacle and 
chic of revenge and violence 
while providing the first half (how 
arbitrarily the original three-hour 
chopped in two for con- 
f release will be seen in 
February with the release of Voi- 
2 2) of his fourth which 
Reservoir 
ng y and sly 
ction, and the emo- 


In this 
In th 


nationa 


r wer 


the 


wn. What it 


quite 


Uma T 


stishism 


harismatic 
saching boots 
of her reptilian 
Carradine), his 
words, a gun 
a ampy surge of 
Nancy singing of Sonny 
Bono's “Bang Bang (My Baby Shot 


Sinatra 


Joanna Cassidy races to find a last-minute gift for Rutger 


Me Down)” on the soundtrack 
Tarantino never fully re-creates the 
verve and the authority of these 
first few minutes, though the sub- 
sequent tale of the murderous as- 
sault on the Bride’s wedding party 
and her survival, coma, rebirth 
and subsequent campaign of 
vengeance against Bill and his 
Deadly Viper Assassination Squad 
(of which the Bride, a/k/a the Black 
Mamba appears to have been a 
member — stay tuned for Volume 
2) sustains interest in the slow 
spaces between flamboyant set 
pieces. The sound and the fury of 
slashing samurai swords, spouting 
arteries, dismembered body parts, 
and eviscerated adolescents or- 
chestrated by Hong Kong martial- 
arts choreographer Yuen Wo-Ping 
underscore the sad truth that 
Tarantino's action scenes are now 
far wittier than his dialogue. Nei- 
ther do the film’s encyclopaedic ref- 
erences to international pulp- 
movie esoterica fill its emotional 
and spiritual void. Kili Bill may ex- 
cite, but it doesn’t move. In English 
and Mandarin with English subti- 
tles. (93m) Copley Place 
Somerville Theatre, Arlington Capi- 
tol, suburbs. 


L 

THE LAST SAMURAI (2003). 
Peter Keough’s review is on page 
5. (144m) Boston Common, Fen- 
way, Harvard Square, Chestnut 
Hill, suburbs 

**1/2 LOLA RENNT/RUN LOLA 
RUN (1998). This German film 
from Ted Tykwer has Lola (Franka 
Potente) on the run because she’s 
got just 20 minutes to come up 
with 100,000 marks or her small- 
time punk boyfriend, Manni (Moritz 
Bleibtreu), will be wearing cement 
overshoes courtesy of his mobster 
boss. No conventional movie beau- 
ty, Polente is nonetheless attrac- 
tive because she moves so freely. 
turning the film into a hundred- 
meter dash of an MTV-ish youth 
movie. And there's Tykwer's zesty, 
bubbly techno soundtrack, his 
kicky mix of 35mm, video, anima- 
tion sequences, and fast-cut Po- 
laroid sections, and his super- 
duper eye for cutting together dis- 
parate chunks of Lola racing down 
the pavement. The director tells his 
Story three times, with plot variants 
way each time and 
different the 


the 
1€ 


are fun a 
you'll probably be expecting some- 
thing more than he delivers. All 
1999 surface, the film turns out to 
out nothing at all. in German 
=nglish subtitles. (81m) Mon- 
day at the Harvard Film Archive 
**1/2 LOONEY TUNES: BACK 
IN ACTION (2003). The Looney 
Tunes always at 
their best when anarchy reigned 
when Taz went wild, Bugs outwit 
ted Elmer Fudd by dressing up like 
a girl, or Wile E. Coyote ran himself 
ff a cliff. Director Joe Dante 

maintain the anarchic spirit of 
the cartoons in Back in Action, but 
the humans keep getting in the 
way. This new adventure, which 
blends action with animated 
characters, has an almost inconse- 
quential plot that involves Daffy 
Duck and Bugs Bunny in the 
search for a diamond that 


with 


cartoons 


were 


tries 


live 


turns 


people into monkeys. Brendan 
Fraser and Jenna Elfman play the 
straight leads to Bugs and Daffy’s 
comic foils, but for the most part 
they just slow the story down. Only 
Steve Martin as the villainous head 
of the Acme Corporation even at- 
tempts to match his animated co- 
stars’ outrageousness, doing a 
kind of kiddie version of the Jerk 
that keeps his scenes interesting 
The interactions between people 
and cartoons are seamless, but 
the movie takes off only when the 
cartoons take center stage — as 
when Bugs and Daffy are chased 
through various paintings in the 
Louvre, becoming by turns Surreal, 
Pointillist, and Renaissance as 
they jump from wail to wall. It's a 
fun scene but not enough to sus- 
tain a film. (90m) Copley Place. 
Fenway, Fresh Pond, West New- 
ton, suburbs. 

**x x THE LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING 
(2001). This “special extended edi- 
tion” (208 minutes as opposed to 
the 178 of the original release) is 
being shown as a warm-up to the 
December 17 release of The Re- 
turn of the King; we expect you'll 
be able to see The Two Towers 
next week. Not much is missing 
from New Zealander Peter Jack- 
son's adaptation of the first volume 
of J.R.R. Tolkien's epic, and the re- 
sult should leave most fans 
satisfied, if not overwhelmed. The 
film is moving in places but less in- 
ventive and subversive than might 
have been expected from the di- 
rector of Heavenly Creatures and 
Forgotten Silver — well, a budget 
of $350 million for a three-film 
package over three years can 
make you cautious. Still, Jackson 
shows impeccable discernment in 
his casting — even as the narrative 
itself blurs or becomes irrelevant to 
the spectacle, the characters (es- 
pecially Elijah Wood’s Frodo, who 
looks like a Botticelli angel crossed 
with a Cabbage Patch doll) linger 
in the imagination, offering emo- 
tional clarity. There’s also lan Holm 
as a hammy Bilbo Baggins, Sean 
Astin, Dominic Monaghan, and 
Billy Boyd as Frodo’s fellow Fellow- 
ship hobbits, Orlando Bloom as Elf 
Legolas, John Rhys-f 

Dwarf Gim 

Boromir, Vigg 

er, and lan McKel 

the Grey. The 
seems episodic 
cial effects 
from The 


a reprise e 
recalling everything 
Wizard of Oz and King 
Kong to Star Wars and Sleepy Hol 
low, and the lar and cos 
tumes there’s a 
David Lynch perversity to some of 
the imagery, and Jacksor 
n the original by 
friends screen 
Arwen (ethereal, big 
Tyler), the Elf princ 
Strider, who the gravely 
wounded Fro and outraces the 
pursuing Nazgil to the Ford on the 
Bruinen. (208m) Boston Common 
**x*xLOST IN TRANSLATION 
(2003). Francis Coppola perfected 
a style of moody, existential film 
making in his 1974 masterpiece 
The Conversation and then 
seemed to abandon it. Maybe he 
bequeathed it to his daughter 
Continued on page 34 
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‘THE CROWNING WORK OF THIS YEAR! 


You won’t come out unaffected, because the depths of intimacy that Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu plumbs here are 
so rarely touched by filmmakers that ‘21 Grams’ is tantamount to the discovery of a new country.” 
Elvis Mitchell, THE NEW YORK TIMES 


rx! UNCOMMONLY EXHILARATING IN ITS HONESTY! 


One emerges extraordinarily moved. This is cinematic art in its highest form. A triumph.” 
Claudia Puig, USA TODAY 


‘MOVING AND PASSIONATELY PLAYED! 


There are few movie pleasures as satisfying as an actor soaring to meet the challenge of his or her gift. 


It’s a pleasure that’s delivered threefold in ‘21 Grams.” 
Manohla Dargis, LOS ANGELES TIMES 


ee ALIVE AND STARTLINGLY CRAFTED! 


Naomi Watts, Benicio Del Toro and Sean Penn are extraordinary.” 
Owen Gleiberman, ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 


‘ek %& %! THE BEST 
MOVIE OF THEM ALL! 


A complex tale of hope and redemption. 
A knockout punch that comes 


together in a stunning climax.” 
Jack Mathews, NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 


‘TWO THUMBS UP! 
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1/2 MASTER AND CON- 


MANDER: THE FAR SIDE OF THE 


WORLD (2003 


suburbs 

*1/2 THE MATRIX REVOLU- 
TIONS (2003). For ail its futuristic 
trappings, The Matrix was really a 
Satire on contemporary life, writ- 
ers/directors Andy and Larry Wa- 
1g recognized that 
cle had overtaken 

reality and superseded substance 
With The Matrix Revolutions, the 
series has become an illustration 
of its own cautionary tale: the ac- 
tion sequences, at once perfuncto- 
ry and more aggressive, are now 
the trilogy’s raison d’étre; the com- 
piex allegorical underpinnings are 
the window dressing. If Neo 
(Keanu Reeves) was the heart of 
the first two movies, he’s barely 
present here, and that’s also true 
of Trinity (Carrie-Anne Moss) 
whose love for Neo proved so cru- 
cial and miraculous. (Jada Pinkett 
Smith's Nio akes over most of 
on-heroine duties 
Morpheus (Laurence 
shburne) does little but mope 
splay a physique that's ap- 


the clouds ward and w 
Kaufman try to tart up the clichés 
with bravado but succeed only in 
turning a talented cast into theme- 
park performers. (130m) Boston 

mmon, Fenway, Fresh Pond. 
Chestnut Hill, suburbs 
**x*x*xMYSTIC RIVER (2003). 
This Clint Eastwood film based on 
Dennis Lehane’s novel follows 
three childhood friends: Kevin 
Bacon as Massachusetts State Po- 
lice detective Sean; Sean Penn as 
Jimmy, a small kingpin in the work- 
ing-class Boston neighborhood 
where the film takes place; and Tim 
Robbins as the troubled Dave 
When Jimmy's daughter Katie is 
murdered, he’s forced to recognize 
that fate has linked the friends for- 
ever. Eastwood never seeks to tor- 
ment the audience with what can’t 
be represented — the abuse of 11- 
year-old Dave by perverts, the 
death of Katie (which the viewer, 
with Jimmy, is left to imagine). He’s 
more concerned with the pattern 
that links the characters. This enig- 
matic, complex study is one of the 
most ambitious and powerful ef- 
forts in recent American film 
(130m) Fenway, Fresh Pond, 
Chestnut Hill, suburbs. 


N 
NARGESS (1992). Young thief 
Adel meets beautiful poor giri 
Nargess and decides to reform. His 


ver) is not 
straight"? 


resist 


OLTRE IL CONFINE/BEYOND 
THE BORDER (2002) 


1/2 ONE FROM THE HEART 
(1982). T eturn visit t 


a KINSK 

ta slia 10m) Kenda 
ONIBUS 174/BUS 174 (2003). 
Peter Keough’s review page 


h sub 


the Brat. 


* * * xORFEE/ORPHEUS (1949). 

Cocteau’s magical modern 

g Orpheus and Eury- 
dice myth stars Jean Marais (the 
Beast in Cocteau’s Beauty and the 
Beast) as Orpheus — a poet rather 
than a musician in this version 
though the score by Georges 
Auric is wonderful). Maria Casarés 
plays Death, who heads a motor- 
cycle brigade. Messages from the 
underworld sound on car radios 
Orpheus enters it through a mirror. 
A one-of-a-kind, unforgettable 
movie. In French with English sub- 
titles. (b&w/112m) Sunday at the 
Museum of Fine Arts. 


p 
**x*xLE PEUPLE MIGRATEUR/ 
WINGED MIGRATION (2002). In 
this Oscar-nominated documen- 
tary, Jacques Perrin, producer of 
the stunning Microcosmos, turns 
his lens from the invertebrate to 
the avian world, studying such 
mysteries as how Canada geese 
can migrate thousands of miles 
from the Arctic to the Caribbean 
and still wind up on your local golf 
course. Actually, the mysteries that 
Perrin and co-directors Jacques 
Cluzaud and Miche! Debats ponder 
are much loftier: survival of the 
fittest, cyclical renewal, the power 
of instinct and of life itself. Such 
philosophical digressions only dis- 
tract from the real delight of the 
film, the stunning scenes of birds 
in flight, at rest, and in trouble shot 


* * 1/2 PIECES OF APRIL (2003) 


Bobby gets tangled up witt 

of BMX biker thugs, and 

doesn't work. Then there’s Ap 
family, imprisoned in a be 
compact wagon where her contr 
ling mother (Patricia Clarkson) 
waning from the ravages of cancer 
prattles on about her daughter's 
shortcomings and her father (Oliv- 
er Platt) is too eager to please 
Holmes may be ready to shoulder 
a film, but this isn’t quite it: as 
penned by Hedges, her April is too 
aloof and unsympathetic. Still 
Clarkson (Station Agent) is superb 
and Sean Hayes (Will and Grace) 
as the foppish upstairs neighbor 
obsessed with his state-of-the-art 
oven provides some biting comic 
relief. (81m) Kendall Square, sub- 
urbs. 

THE PIED PIPER (1986). Kicking 
off the MFA’s “Czech Horror and 
Fantasy on Film” is this 55-minute 
medizval-drama animation from 
Jifi Barta that’s based on the famil- 
iar German legend and described 
as an “expressionistic visual 
metaphor for the fall of a material- 
istic society.” There's even footage 
of live rats. It screens with three 
shorts: Vaclav Kadrnka’s “Defec- 
tor,” Marie Kubatova's “Till Early 
Morning,” and Lucie Simkova- 
Sunkova’'s “The Raven.” (Chris Fu- 
jiwara will review this series in next 
week’s Phoenix.) In Czech with 
English subtitles. (55m) Thursday 
at the Museum of Fine Arts. 

*x x PIRATES OF THE 
CARIBBEAN: THE CURSE OF 
THE BLACK PEARL (2003). Be- 


Ca Marre 
reindeer and trying 
she can present 
Santa on Christmas Eve. Sam 
Elliott, Cloris Leachman, Abe Vigo- 
da, and Michael Constantine help 
out; John D. Ha k directs 
(93m) Thursday at the South 
Boston Branch Library. 
LA PRINCESSE DE CLEVES 
(1960). Jean Cocteau adapted the 
17th-century novel by Madame de 
La Fayette for this Jean Delannoy 
film in which a young girl (Marina 
Viady) marries the much older 
Prince de Cléves (Jean Marais) 
even though she longs for the 
dashing Duc de Nemours (Jean- 
Frangois Poron). In French with 
English subtitles. (b&w/101m) Sat- 
urday at the Museum of Fine Arts 


R 

*x*xTHE ROCKY HORROR PIC- 
TURE SHOW (1976). This horror- 
camp extravaganza still draws mid- 
night crowds. Its story of two dorky, 
all-American kids (Barry Bostwick 
and Susan Sarandon) who find 
themselves indoctrinated into the 
pansexual ways of Dr. Frank-N- 
Furter is no more outrageous than 
La Cage aux Folles, but only a cur- 
mudgeon would deny the magnet- 
ism of Tim Curry, whose lip-smack- 
ing rendition of “Sweet Transves- 
tite” remains one of the high points 
in all of cult movies. Jim Sharman 
directs. (100m) Saturday midnight 
at the Harvard Square 
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**xRUNAWAY JURY (2003). All 
movie juries are fixed, and that 
adds an element of irony to Gary 
Fleder’s efficient adaptation of the 
John Grisham bestseller about in- 
terested parties trying to fix a jury 
in a high-profile suit against a gun 
manufacturer. Practically curling 
his moustache with villainy is Gene 
Hackman as “jury consultant 
Rankin Fitch, who’s been hired to 
influence the decision by his usual 
combination of bribery, extortion 
and high-tech surveillance. Oppos 
ing him with a bad suit and a 
Southern accent is Dustin Hoffmar 
as Wendail Rohr, a slicker version 
of Atticus Finch brought in te 
justice and a $110 million s 
ment for a woman widowed by the 
defendant's product. As far as the 
courtroom oratory goes, the gun 
control side wins hands down, but 
the actual case is up for grabs, es 

pecially when John Cusack’s 
Easter, a jury member, offers 
spin his colleagues in favor of 
highest bidder. Rachel Weisz 
winsome and tough and displays 














k 





the 














unlikely martia ts prowess as 
John’s accomplice, and the New 
Orleans locale offers zesty if irrele 
vant atmosphere. But the f 

screen pairing of Hoffman and 
Hackman doesn int to muck 


(Hackman spends most of his time 


sputtering 
again!”), and 
strating how money manipulates 
the legal system, this is more a 
failed exercise in how the r 











manipulate an audience 
Copley Place, West Newton, Ar 
lington Capitol, suburbs 


Ss 
***1/2 SCHOOL OF ROCK 









(2003). Director Richard Linklater 
here reworks the theme of the 
classroom as microcosm of a re 
pressive society with a subversive 
film that affirms family values. Jack 
Black’s Dewey Finn is a 


musician who 
teacher while forging his 
old students into a rock band 
haps Principal Mullins 

sack) falls for Dewey’s b 
same reason the audien does 
sheer delight in Black’s manic exu 


pretends 

















berance, vanity, self-delus and 
absurdity. He should win 
viewers over in the film's of g 
minutes as he takes a guitar s 
for his band and stage-c r 





the 





waiting arms of 

Dewey learns something ab 
sponsibility, his kids all pre 
cast and utterly 








wincir earr 
something about fre 


ne should be unm 





ce, Some 
ton Capitol, suburbs 

**x*1/2 SHATTERED GLASS 
(2003). 





tially infuriating st 
Billy 


y Ray's 


















squishily 


nerable 








the f ournalism. Poor fell 
staffer Chuck 
gaard) has to glower t 
with his dreary assignments about 
Haiti and Gabriel Garc 


Lane 





a Marquez 





while Glass regales his adoring 
olleagues with his gonzo invest 
gations into millionaire teena 








computer redne 


Southern 


geeks and 
radio stations 
Adam Penenberg, an investig: a 
reporter for the now defunct on-line 
Forbes Digital Tool, checks out the 
facts in one of Glass's stories and 
finds they're all fictions. Should 
Lane call Glass on this? Masterfu 

ly portrayed by Sarsgaard, h 
pale, anal, and humorless, a later- 
day Uriah Heep. And though we 
know that Glass is a phony, com- 
pared with the creepy Lane, he 
might just be a lovable rogue, the 
magazine version of Leonardo Di- 


ck 
Ther 











Caprio’s sexy cheat in Catch Me If 
You Can. Still, the weakling Lane 
gains strength as the basic credi- 
bility of his profession crumbles, 
whereas the slippery Glass fades. 
The scene in which Lane finally 
confronts Glass and resists all of 
his protean squirmings is excruci- 
ating and brilliant: the narcissistic 
Glass is shattered, and the truth 
sets Lane free. (94m) Copley 
Place, Kendall Square, West New- 
ton, suburbs 

SOMETHING’S GOTTA GIVE 
(2003). Jack Nicholson is an older 
man with a young girlfriend, Aman- 
da Peet, and they're visiting the 
house of her mom, Diane Keaton, 
when Jack has a heart attack and 
they call for the doctor, who turns 
out to be Keanu Reeves, but then 
Jack starts falling for Diane, and so 
does Keanu. Sneak preview at the 
Boston Common and the Fresh 
Pond and in the suburbs. 

SON FRERE/HIS BROTHER 
(2003). Jeffrey Gantz’s review is on 
page 3. In French with English sub- 
titles. (95m) Friday at the Harvard 
Film Archive. 


**x*xTHE STATION AGENT 











(2003). When Peter Dinkiage first 
appears on C -up of 
his ygedly handsome melan- 

ly 2 is followed by a longer 


evealing his full height 
hes. It's a visual 
as he speaks, all yo! 
s that he’s a good actor. H 
found a niche working ir 
olden Spike, a Hoboken 
shop, with his friend 

















train 


Henry. Then one night Henry drops 
jead 


and his will bequeaths to Fin 
oned railway depot in 
Newfoundland, New Jer- 
(Bobby Cannavale, as ir- 
as a big puppy), an extro- 
sweet-natured Puerto 







stible 





verted but 





Rican, parks his hot-dog van on 
the property and insists on servi 
up his small talk with Fin’s café 
eche via (Patricia Clarkson 





gain proving she’s one of Ameri 
actresses), a recluse 
ng the death of her son and 
ed from her husband, al- 
Fin over in her SUV. 
(Raven Goodwin, vastly 


a's best 










2. Clex 


1g but not cute), a lonely 
ler, bumps into Fin 
5 walking along the train 





shyly befriends him. Fin 
S a mirror to ail, revealing 
are by reflecting their 
lings — though when he 
me something m 
nfused efforts end in a stun- 
of drunkenness 
on Director 






ence 





g sequ 















mM filmmaker of the 
take ttle-dialogue schoo 

1 tt ht film drifts bit in 

€ idle, this estheti se 
oor Kendall Square, sub 

* * STONE READER sacesie 


one of life’s 





Dut few th 





nowever 
ies to 

documentary 
the film tuxuri- 
st-person discursive 
a college under- 





kowitz tr 


ture 





ails 


he fir 





he picked up a 
Dow Mossman's 
f Summer, which the 


describe 
with generational fire 
ay be t for this 18-year-old: he 
Twenty 
ne picked it uf 
hance and couldn't put it 
ralled, he tried to find 
written by the au- 
than taking the di 
h to tracking the man 
checking the Yahoo 
— Moskowitz asks 
such questions as, “If | 
peak to anyone about read- 
be?”, and then 
with legendary literary 
ritic Leslie Fiedler, who rambies 
about the phenomenon of the 
)k author. Others consulted 
| ude author Frank Conroy, agent 
Carl Brandt, and John Seelye, the 
critic who wrote the original Times 
review. By the time Moskowitz 
nears his quarry, the reclusive 
Mossman seems almost irrelevant 
to this sometimes overbearing, 
sometimes brilliant celebration of 
the pleasures of reading and the 
bond not so much between reader 
and author as among those who 
love to read. Mark Moskowitz and 
Dow Mossman will appear at a dis- 
cussion preceding this benefit 
screening for the Writers’ Room of 





through it 




















who would it 


ts down 














Boston. (128m) 
West Newton 

* * 1/2 SYLVIA (2003). You'd hard- 
ly know that Syivia Plath was a cel- 
ebrated poet from Christine Jeffs’s 
eerless, claustrophobic bio-pic 
she seems just another depressive 
woman with a cheating husband 
who plunges into despair, mad- 
ness, and death. To make such a 
film is not a negligible accomplish- 
ment: backed by Gwyneth Pal- 
trow’s uncompromising if unen- 
lightening performance as Plath 
and Daniel Craig's as the brilliant 
but ultimately craven Ted Hughes, 
Plath’s faithless husband and fu- 
ture British Poet Laureate, Jeffs 
mpiles some harrowing scenes 
from a marriage. Her sense of time 
and place — the stifling furnishings 
and clothes of pre-Kennedy-era 
America, the sooty cold and ugly 
wallpaper of the kitchen-sink Eng 
land of the early "60s — evokes a 
convincing sense of oppressior 
Yet if the suffering comes through 
loud and clear, the exaltation that 
engendered the poetry doesn't 

in one ene Plath sits idly at a 
typewriter and then heads to the 
kitchen to bake a cake for her un- 
deserving spouse. The closest to a 
moment of occurs when 
Sylvia and Ted punt down the Cam 
and she declaims Chaucer to the 
ver bank 
gets full 


Sunday at the 





























reverie 





bewildered c 


ws on the 
ry, paranor 
adful dinner party 
ts the couple who 
and accuses 
woman of havi ng an affair with her 
husband. Paltrow conveys the 
meltdown with almost comic flair 
Plath's dotty, you think; then it 
turns out she was right. It’s only 
when the film leaves her point of 
view and follows Hughes to a liai 
son that her vision is vindicated 
Otherwise, Sy/via provides scant il 
lumination, only a terrifying, inex- 
orable dimming of the light. (110m) 
West Newton, suburbs. 


T 
**1/2 LE TESTAMENT D’OR- 
PHEE/THE TESTAMENT OF OR- 
PHEUS (1960). Jean Cocteau’'s 
final film amounts to an erudite and 
very entertaining home movie with 












are 





1e 
















the grand old poet, who takes us 
rough his life, his films, and his 
mages — introduc ng us along 93 the 





way to such 
casso, Yul 


iends as Pablo Pi 
Brynner, and Charles 
Aznavour. In French with English 
subtitles. (b&w/83m) Sunday 
Museum of Fine Arts 

*1/2 TIMELINE (2003). 
Richard 


at the 









Donner, who r: 





riety with the Lethal Weapon frar 
chise, takes yet another connect- 
the-dots Michael Crichton novel 







ws it up into a joyless expe- 
As with all Crichton weaves 
Sphere), the piot is 
nd some pseudo-sc 





wrapped arou 











entific mumbo-jumbo that makes 
more sense the less you think 
about it. Here the bogu: incept is 
a wormho oF punctu 
that a high-tech corporation run by 
a nefarious Bill Gates clone wants 
to exploit for profit 
plained chronologica is 
locked onto a mid-14th-century site 
where a French fortress is under 
siege by the English. An archzeolo- 
gist (Billy Connolly) gets marooned 
there, and the company sends a 
second crew of dirt sifters back tc 
rescue him. Reduced t 
survivors (Pz Walker. 
Frances O'Connor, and 
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team fire cr ross sw 
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(96m) 
Coolidge Corner. 
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WF. 38 


HELLO 
40s, creative, attractive musician, into 
indie m Looking for spiritu: 
at male, late 30s~< 
serious long-te 


9g SNOWFLAKES 
and Fall have passed. Vibrant 
polished, educated SBF would 
and help a SM stay warm. He 
nm-smoking, 48-60, polished, 
kind, with 
f humor 
CLASS ACT 
ntelligent, professional 
PTW, seeks professiona 
ann 50-62, w/p 
2 of humor. 
f especially 
let's talk. TES 
IS IT YOU? 


male, light t 


re 
1 KNOW HOW TO COOK SPAM! 
attractive Latina, 42, from Dominican 
attractive WM 
r Please have 
good 


le a sense amor 


| CAN READ YOUR MIND 


i! Loud, pla 


grab din 
ica Plain with a 

0. 718906 

GOT THE BLUES? 
> them away. Witty, outgoing, profes 
m, 38, Paul McCartney fan 
orcycies, skiing, hiking, trail 

ve bit 

who Ss kindness, 
the ability to let loose 


THE WORLD IS A STAGE 
Ing, talented woman, 40-ish, 5°7 
er and actress work 
oductions, loves theatre 
y two dogs, Frank Sinatra. 
eet self-sufficient, honest 
ron-smoking gentieman, with an 
1 the arts. 47718950 
SPARKLE 
3, interested in the city and 
and everything that they offer 
1, sweet, compassionate, open mind 
ounded. Seeking friendship, and pos: 
th mature male, age/race open 


GO PATRIOTS! 
Petite, pretty, Aquarian SJF, 42, looking to 
meet fit, philosophical SWM, 40-48, who 
by using his hands and his brains. 


xOtic, attractive, shy, stub- 
y, non-smoking SBF, 32. 
nese sh 
friendship. 
ip. No alco 
ddicts. Race u it. Just show 
ap being you and 5 6 
PUBLISHED POET 
Receptive, active, outgoing SWF, 49, 5'4 
me im build, loves writing poetry, cook- 
dancing, gardening, flea markets, the- 
atre, playing pool. Seeking humorous, gre- 
garious SWM, 44-51, who doesn't have two 
left feet! 17701852 


BRUCE FAN 
Bor to run. Hazel-eyed bi 
of The Boss, wants tc 


SUBURBAN MISFIT 
making, nature-lovir 
zing free 
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coy 9 
BEAUTIFUL BLONDE 


ye 


PRINCESS SEEKING PRINCE 
s blonde/brown, haze! 
for handsome 
Prince. | enjoy r 


going 


ATTRACTIVE AND IRISH 

Tali SF, 21, blonde, looking for a nice. 
man, 21-29, into live who speaks his 
mind and isn't easily offended! #111395 

PLAYFUL SAG. SEEKS. 
Romeo who would make Eros blush. Are 

gourm s, Almodovar fi 
and long conversations into the night 
to her! #280538 


sweet. \ 
who appreciates < 
Hope to hear frorn 
SOCIAL BUTTERFLY 

Hazel-ey f 

9 found 
in the clubs r listening to hip 
hop. Seeking hon g with a 
sense of humor, 


ty be 
yb 


yet back at me! 1782964 
TOWARDS ENLIGHTENMENT 


DANGEROUS CURVES 


sain Age 
MOONSTRUCK 


42. 73829 
JUST WANNA BE A WOMAN 


CHANCES ARE 


tein. Sen f hurr 
LOOKING FOR COMPANION 


ker, people 


and watch mot 
i a man 
d is comfort 


LET LOVE IN 


explorative, E 


Preters 


Northshore 


6’, with sh 

































































MAKE A WISH 


ar-Old brunette in 








). & 
HOT 





Jancir 


LIKE IT 





WORK IN CONSTRUCTION? 


é é p. 7114 
WRITER 4 CHEEKY MUSE 
le, 30+, for dating. 2354 
MULTI CULTURAL WOMAN 





1 CAN COOK 









48, who 
sible LT: : 
CIRCLE THIS AD 
SWPM, 24, 6’, likes working a 
loves local sports teams, H; 
to the park with the dog. Seeki 
similar interests, friendship first. & 
WELL-GROUNDED 
SWM, 39, long on patience > 
N/S, food service supervisor, coac 
ball. Seeking BF, 25-42, with similar qualitie: 
808108 












CLASS ACT 
Athletic SBM, 37, 6’, Sagittarius, smoker 
seeks romantic, honest, trustworthy, adven 
turous, drama-free SBF, 1 
fnendship, possible powerful, bc 
tionship. £°479716 

COULD IT BE ME? 
Honest, fun-loving SWM, 24, 6'1", looking fc 
a great girl to be by my side. Seeking ¢ 
loving SF, 18-27, companionship first, possi 
bie long-term relationship. ##825159 
EXPAND YOUR HORIZONS 
SM, 28, 6’, dirty blond/biue, looking for an 
interesting female, 23-35, who enjoys trying 
new things. #813296 
ARE YOU THE ONE? 

Call me if so! SM, 22, loves movies, sports on 
tv. Seeking no-drama woman, 20-23, for pos: 
sible relationship. #2815940 

LET'S MEET 
Laid-back, easygoing, fun-loving, cute SWM 
32, good sense of humor, likes anything to do 
with music, concerts, theater, sporting events. 
dancing, outdoor activities. Seeking intelli 
gent, witty, cute SW/HF, 21-36, good listener. 
conversationalist. Friendship first/possible 
long-term relationship. 334114 

NON-COMMITTAL FUN 

Amerasian SM, face like Dei Toro, body like 
the guys at the beginning of Hawaii 5-0. 
FilvVart freelancer, traveler, artist, father. Love 
thrift stores, dive bars, Mexico and you. You 
feel beautiful, adventuresome, easygoing but 
not easy listening. TP828658 















hundreds of singles. 
unlimited conversation. 


one simple call. 


chat live with @- 17.7) (> @@lees@)alelisp singles right now. 


TAKE A CHANCE 
SWM, 39, 5'11", non-smoker, good sense of 
iutdoors t 
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25175 
IRISH ITALIAN 


85ib 








LET'S MEET 





SOUTH SHORE GENTLEMAN 


sie LTA BP 
HARD-WORKING 





ance. ‘HPB0004 
WANT MORE? 














FRIENDS FIRST 
9 a ally fit, 











t, possibly more 
ALOT TO 0} 
tly DWM, 4 
e. Seek 
S OF runs, new re 
ore. 2816266 
HARD-WORKING SHOWBIZ GUY 
talian male, 43, 5'11", 215ibs, enjoys danc 
ng, dining, travel, theater. Seekin: 
nale, 30-40, who is fun to be with, er 

life. Hyde Park native. 47815817 
NORTH SHORE 

3WM, 39, 5'7", 175ibs, HPTW, biackish 

browrV/hazel, heavy construction equipment 

perator, Pisces, smoker, enjoys hiking and 

g. Seeking WF, 21-35, for LTR 

820162 



















CIRCLE THIS AD 
Funny, outgoing, wild SHM, 20, 5'11", loves 
having fun, dancing, partying. Seeking beau: 
tiful, smart, outgoing SF, 18-35, similar inter: 
ests, friendship first. 816235 

SINGLE DAD 
SW\M, 43, likes dining out, dancing, golf, trav 
el, long drives, movies. Seeking fun-loving 
SWF, 33-50, with similar interests, for friend- 
ship, possible LTR. #2791731 
IN SEARCH OF EDEN 

Adam seeks his Eve. 45-year-old gentleman, 
5'10", 195ibs, bald head, brown eyes, inter 
ests include art, reading Esquire, the Lakers, 
Mexican food, walks. Seeking understanding, 
sensitive woman, 36-65, who cares and is 
into helping others. #821234 

METRO WEST GUY 
60-year-old gentleman, 5'10”, dark/hazel, slim 
build, loves trips to the beach, Italian food, 
weekends at the Cape, Lone Star. Seeking 
tall, toned, healthy femaie who likes to have 
fun. %828652 

STILL ONE LEFT! 
Are you warm, sensual, easygoing? Enjoy 
sports, dining, the beach, dancing? Honest 
romantic, fun SWM, 47, in shape, brown hair 

eyes seeking fit, funny, romantic lady (with 
nice legs). 47823143 
SHARE A FINE ROMANCE 

Confident, motivated, monogomous SBM, 41, 
62", husky build, Taurus, N/S, enjoys sports, 
concerts, and the ocean. Seeking sponta- 
neous, hard-working woman, 30-45, N/S, for 
friendship, possible romance. #2710291 








SINGLE DAD 


SHM, 44, 5'7", N/S, brown 










STUDY IN CONTRASTS 
Compassionate, g 
ne DWM. 


buff, in 





LIFE’S TOO SHORT 








SOMETHING SO RIGHT 
ady € 
TALL, DARK, AND HANDSOME 


Bs 
BE MY INSPIRATION 





CALL ME 





ers, traveling. CT 8 
NO YUPPIES PLEASE 


rialist 









Renaissance woman. We'll gc 
676909 
LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT? 





settie down with: she shc 
height/weight proportionate, youthful 
668441 


SINGLE BLACK MALE 
Neat, clean, health good, (marriage inten 
tions?) Looking for a female (at birth), no 
dren, neat, clean, health good, financi 
nice. in return, lovely always towards yo 
plus good for you! #9577979 

ONE GOOD WOMAN? 
Single male, 38, reddish-blond/biue, 5'7 
168ibs, into Nascar, football, a good steak 
Looking for a good woman for good times 
Let's see where this leads! #7818243 

THF RACHELOS 













m4, to take 
are of you. Seeking 
Co enw SNIP 
MARRIAGE-MINDED MALE 
6'3", brown-haired, biue-eyed, extremely 
handsome male, looking for marriage-minded 
woman, tired of dating scene. Many, many 
interests, fun, exciting, very loyal and looking 
to settle down start family in Ri. 27814291 

— THE ART SPIRIT 

Painter, sculptor, 44, loves Motherwell 
Modigliani, Vidai/Hornby, Miles/Gillian Welch. 
Strangelove/Amelie, sensuality, sushi, java. 
Seeks happy unconventional beauty for love, 
sharing, exciting art explorations. Be really 
smart, independent; love language and lear 
ing. Live, think, love outside the box 
‘12796875 





CRISCOMAZOLA 
SM, 30, seeks SF, 18-50, not possession, but 
mutual, ongoing, intimate, caring, between 
you and me. 552019 


To respond to ads using a credit card, call 


1.617.450.8620 ZS8i-o-| 








lama man woman 


Seeking a man woman 


Already know what you want your ad to say? Use 
HEADLINE: 





Need help? If you prefer, we can write your ad for you. 
Just answer these simple and fun questions. 








lam __ years old: 





My body is 





| want LTR dating 
friendship other 


casual 


It's Saturday at 2om, you've dragged yourself 












dressed and showered. What do you do to nave a 
rockin’ day? ___ 



























What disc Is in your CD player right now? 
Tell us about your catch? (Tall? Short? Toned 
Flirty? Serious? Giggly? 





Interesting tidbit about youself _ 


Finally give us a snappy headline for your ad: 





leave this blank & we'll 





| make c 





(be warned 


























NAME: 
ADDRESS: 
CITY/STATE/ZIP: 
PHONE NUMBER: 
EMAIL: 


This info is kept totally confidential and secure. We need it to send you your voice greeting instructions 
and voicemail box number. We don't sell it, rent it, share it, or publish it. So relax, it's cool. 


































You can mail the form to Phoenix Personals, 
PO Box 15592, Boston MA 02215 
or fax to 1-800-397-4444. 
Alternatively you can email answers and info to 


phoenixpersonals @phx.com or call 1-617-450-8761. 













to place your ad (Mon-Fri 10am- ‘6pm, ). cal to listen and respond using your credit card to listen and respond using your phone, call 


617.450.8761 617.450.8620 617.976.3366 


after hours, call 617.859.DATE Call costs $2.19/minute © 18+ 


RELATIONSHIP WANTED NORTH SHORE MALE HEALTHY POZ 35 FOR LTR NICE GUY LOOKING LOYAL FRIEND 
WM, 48, seek ttract ty early k f eking ar Extra nice, intelligent, caring SWPN wn-to-earth o ravi 5, going own tt h, fun-loving, attre 
yet back to me!!! £P409694 Joing to clubs. 7762894 5 r A, 35-45, for frie ip, compar guy, 28-38, for fi vd whatever follows. r See 
EX-PRO ATHLETE COULD IT BE ME? ns aybe more. 4°79121€ 3817 aught | friendship. 


a INDIE/PUNK GUY SKS SAME HOPELESS ROMANTIC QUIET HOMEBODY LOVE TO BE IN LOVE 
25-45 Fun, car D-earth, single GWM, —GWF, 29, 5'3”, Gemini, looking is GWF, tomboy 
n-smoker, with many woman, to share friendship, r 
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guy 
































: ing, single augt 
ra2 . N possible , $ te me. 4: 
8 = = : < 2 with ends, 28249 "CARE 4 DINNER DATE? 
ee eee eh rai ee ee “ SOUND LIKE YOU? LOOKING FOR ME? é 
ah ae “8 YOUNGER SEEKS OLDER Good-looking BiWM, 4 1 
4 f attractive t € ean-sl 
t 4 ual dating 
7812699 Must je. 19 HIGH VOLTAGE! 
EYES SHINE WITH CARE SINGLE DAD WM, 6’, 190ibs, shav 
We y UK € 
Te T ay, fi Ww 5 explore T82: 
“SOUTHERN RHODE ISLAND 





CIRCLE THIS AD 





WIFE WANTED, WHY LIE? 












at 
“ = it FREE SPIRIT 
v ti with € g N 
c 3 434 ama x . 7 
GREAT OUTDOORS . DON'T BE ALONE peer eons eee mtr a ve, fit v2, oulg 
2 M k A é t ee ee i foo ; relationship. 948454 
es * * moke 73012 ad air 
© . 2 HOT 
works Out arm, aff ate LONESOME? ME TOO hor ae 
: ks peer, 454, with heat ior le VAL. Ceol tos oH reieas oristone tos "LL BE YOUR SONGBIRD. 
p. T8224: nship. 162411 533 : ; by : 
GIVE IT A WHIRL ; GWM SEEKS LONG TERM Achaia BEST DAY OF MY LIFE? 


attractive 









board and drums. Seeking nice GWF, 24 


j with similar interests. Please have tr 
BUY A BLOCK OF ¢ 9 2wc'ssis 
FRIENDS NEEDS 
We are a 55, year old ple whc 
TIME AND SAVE 4988 22: 
ox breeder friends, we ic 
4 . ¢ 


2 a solid lesbian 
816495 









LOOKING FOR THAT SOMEONE 


1 living in the Boston 2 





EARTHY, SOPHISTICATED 





ENJOY THE SEASON a ; “LOVE THE OLD SCHOOL? 


511", blonde/biue, me hard-working 

















30 minute blocks Maal alvic mel lera <1 
bp teal gama : : 20% OFF 25% OFF 
ET ME ENTERTAIN YOU which cou 
J BOYFRIEND WANTED 60 minute blocks 
ee ee ae El elgg 
w: : 


» 56144 
SEEKS WOMAN OF COLOR 


Zoi 
To buy ‘ 

W 4 es ha a block of ‘ . i 4 Giving tis a ty! Hard-working athiet GHF 
tandson 5. with intense  mowes, so much more. youd We tote 6H time, call lad Gao 
Mag zine | Y Niet che Socks | “fi a aoe WEST, BE 3 HONEST = 61 7-450- 8620 


humor. What's 
2 eS Ww alks on the t 
ROUGH RIDER t fir e . 


rT 


5'5” Olbs, believes 
om sharing time, bec 
hearts ass is 
fortable Please be feminine 


THE GIFT OF KNOWLEDGE 
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@ ROCK-N-ROLL MAMA 





witt 





BLONDES HAVE MORE FUN 


Gay feminine blonde, 30s. 





mals. Seeking 


COuid this be you? 77930667 









prefer another attractive 
, WHITE CLASSIC JOCKEYS aio 6 blondes), between ages 30-44 


























‘s , ted in fishing TOMBOY TYPE WANTED “TIRED OF DINNER FOR 1 

eeking one petite Pia ne type of meee. SORE ; Sari : Sensual, feminine, SWP brown é ee 35. br 

vomar 4 je ng-term rela a HPTW, fun-lovin honest S, Si GF for 
bce ee og ; LETS CUDDLE ng. Lookin 

: i be ine 

























































VM, 48 u ACLASS ACT a WHAT | LIKE AB ABOUT You 
K Blue-eyed GWF, 37, param = ng for hones 
3 } intelligent, with a : 
388 Following | in wth of hur 
BE WHO YOU ARE oping, day uips. Sea friends first, share e 
€ eative, 4 appearance, for frie elationshir to walks. 47583451 
- re ible long-term. £P533063 
: CUTE BO! SEEKS SAME } LOOKIN FOR SUM ONE IN MA 
rm t jean SGWM, 2! aan read i SPY 
REA GOOD CATCH 32 FLAVORS 
ra taneous, open-minded ferr nt ,_ KIMBERLY @ JERNEY 
{ theast. MA. 74 99 and pier Ani amstable a 
iing ASIAN/HISPANIC. naa p ht teah og cs agg at 
16 “= = elt, € yS Work sCCE ylar aS: ne SWM, 35 je * = th " 
OPE D MAN TO MAN nusic, the art 8 Ke =k ew things. ‘P8052 
OPEN-MINDED ng ‘ comme at conente t who likes to laugh ALITTLE BIT OF FUN 
eek ek é NEED NEW FRIENDS? : ~ : 
tellig fit 4909 7 his mate. 4688191 MV wn/brown, clea . - 
Tt 4 ee AT FUN AND FUNKY , aos LIFE IN pene eee tee eyes. Wanna play with me? £64 ' 
Ls ROCK-N-ROLLE eer: inieunee ; t tee yuy who keeps i & 
, 7684364 SEE ME _ ESPLANADE THURS 11-14 
SEEKS PARAPLEGIC th curves, 39 n gray sweatsu 4 8:30a 
"i GS NM. Harvard F a 
et E INNER 2 
HANDSOME GUY 
OVE TO TRAVEL aE 
= RIPPED 

















Place a free Phoenix Personal and receive 
a pair of movie passes to a preview screening of 


SOMETHING'S _— GIVE 


string Jack Nicholson (__»Diane 
OL Keaton 





0 LIFE t y t THE WAY WE WERE 







A HAPPY MAN 






} e! 74 
GWM NEW TO AREA 







24/GAY /EVERETT 






f ‘60839; ease tt 3WPM 
K SCHOLAR, SENTIMENTAL to hear fi y 
Tt tter-v DO YOU BELIEVE? 
NEW TO BOSTON & LOOKI [ € t t € rcasti 

















Screening at AMC Fenway 7pm 
Wednesday, Dec. 10th 








email - phoenixpersonals@phx.com 


or call 
617-450-8761 Pheerix|personals 
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To place your Erosphere Personal, call 


617-859-3383 


Mon - Fri 9 a.m.- 


GET RESULTS! 
617-859-3300 
PHOENIX 

CLASSIFIEDS 





LLANES 
Women Seeking 
Men 


Back From Heaven 
Im ready for anything!So let 
stir up some fun.C 
they 








all me 








ver let us through 





gates. Discreet financially 
cure gentlemen only.® 


2931 (exp:£ 





BE MY TOY 


Strict, slender, sexy dominatrix 





6'2”, long bi 
ng le 





le hair, blue 






BRUNETTE ree 


ntelligent or 
Hligent oral 








ieman only. Metr 


ea. 73619 (exp. 1/1 


My 
ready to play. 
ally sec yentlemen r 


y day! 2898(exp:4 





make 1 





DISCREET 
ENCOUNTERS 


ke somethin 
Jo you want tc 





DOUBLE YOUR 
PLEASURE 


2 women looking for a 
abs { 

We are 

nd 23 brunette, 5’¢ 
and 
tr 


very € 





f you think 





2 lionesses ve 


age. Scratch marks inev 
table. 3893 (exp. 2/1/04) 


FasteFFASTERFASTER 
Seductive, very flexible W' 
female seeks a male 18-30 witt 
ity to make me hit t 








rgasm. 23857 (exp 


xkKkn« 
GIRL GONE WILD 


23 yr old with brown hair 
gorgeous brown eyes and 
built like a brickhouse seeks 
a male for role play and 
one on one fun. If you are 
tall, well-endowed, and 
have that sexy voice | wil 
go wild on you.8 3856 
(exp. 02/1/04) 



















GOT SOMETHING 
WORTH BRAGGING 
ABOUT? 


Enhance your...um 
enhancements. Add a 
descriptive logo to your ad 
for only $10 per week. 


BUSTY 


Call (617) 859-3300 


GUSHER 
Hot, wet, excitable 24 yr old 
blonde female with a great rack 
seeks a young, submissive fi 
nacially secure guy that is well- 
endowed into oral and bond: 
age. Do you exist? NO CD'S. 


©3877 (exp. 02/01/04) 


6 p.m. 


kk kkk 
LET’S PLAY 


27 yr old pre-med student 
(looks 21) bionde hair, blue 
eyes, 5'6”, 130!bs, switch or 

submissive. Seeking feminine 
/ pretty man / boi (18-30) for 
service training. Between job, 
school and modeling | have 
no time for a real relationship 
so I'm seeking something 
more casual. | enjoy electro 
play, knife play, canes, crops. 
nipple torture, anai and 
floggers. | am not into scat or 
watersports. If you're 
interested in a very casual D/ 
S, S/M with some B&D 
relationship then leave me a 
message. | expect a photo 
and recent STD test before 
we begin playing. 74032 


xp:2/1/04 


LETS MAKE MUSIC 

2d SF with 
musical ‘and 
20k 











for 


MISTRESS SCARLET 


f this bodac 











xkKkkkk 
NAUGHTY SCHOOL 





nnxenweKn 
OPEN TO NEW 
THINGS | 












Save The Best For 
Last 


Save The Best For 
Last 




























STRAP ON 


Tantalizing, experimental SWF 
8. blue eye: 
gender piay. If the ide: 
a strap-on spanking yc 

, 4 like t 
S&M casua 


please call. You 





e into 






STUNNING LADY 


41 sled, world 
trav atured. very 
pas: assistance 








from affius 


erudite gentleman 
of upscale alt 


who seeks 
mutually rewarding relationship 


3780 (exp. 1/1/04) 


Sweet and Sexy 
Attractive ing blonde with 
long legs. Love to have fun and 
travel.Seeks financially secure 
gentiemen for mutually benefi 
cial relationship ® 2899(exp. 
5/04) 





TALL & JEWISH? 
Sexy, horny, wet Jewish SF, 26 
green eyes, large breasts 
Seeking well-endowed Jewish 
male with a defined chest and 
plenty of endu: f Oral fun 
spanking, role exhibition 














ism and sex food. 24034 





exp:2/1/04 


Teach Me roe sone 


hungry 
3480 (exp. 2/1 


TICKLE MY ELMO 
Are you good in bed? 2tyr old 
female with great tits seeks hot 
guy to go down on me 
work and t 








are the best oral giver ® 





exp. 2/1/04 


bpm itai GODDESS 








To listen or respond, call 


900-787- 0814 





oss $: 


FOR WOMEN ONLY 

If you're a discriminating wom 
an who craves passionate kiss 
es and gentle caresses. 

relaxing sensual massage 
rapturous cunnilingus, yearns t 
have all your erotic desires, tan 
id lustful needs fu 4 
J, Sensitive, skillful, at 
tentive lover, read on... I'm a 
handsome (will e 








ys 
and 














an-cut, dise: 
professionally educ 
d employed SWM (34 
80ibs, black/hazel) 








rovide you safe e 
Stasy with no str 
ached. Your pri 








assured 
d, always open 


















suggestions/intruc N 
drugs/smokers. Greater Boston 
Metrowest. PLEASE ric 

replies only!®8803 (exp 4, 





n shape good looking WM, 40 
seeking female 18-40. Whc 

















/mruste. } 


Must be 


THE HORNIEST 
GUY 


Kinky 28yr old SWM, 6'( 
blond, well-endowed, seeks 
open-n nale of 
xplora 
ral, anal a 
area. 7 388( 








xkkKeke 
, THE TOTAL PACKAGE 


SWM 
> baths 





_THE VACUUM 


NM with 











a 
SITONA 
HAPPY FACE 


Naughty Divorced WM 


Women Seeking 





“Bi female sks. 
adorable 








using your credit 


800-314-7958 








DO YOU LIKE TO 





To listen or respond 
ard, call 




















eros 
COME PLAY 











TURNING JAPANESE 











| SORERER rset ee 
What's Your 
Pleasure 

















a 

















D/S COUPLE 
SEEKS SISTER 


eative 















































CAN DREAMS a 
HAPPEN? 





s 4) 














WATCH? 


























Men Seeking 
Women 
a neon MALE 


eeks lar 








ARE YOU A 
CUNNING 
LINGUIST? 


Weil a picture is worth a 
thousand... um ...words. Add 
a descriptive logo to your ad 

for only $10 per week. 


lul corporate pres: 
s, 4 


: Model 4ME 


good 











CAN YOU KEEP A 
SECRET? 


Don't shush about being 
hush. Add a descriptive logo 
to your ad for only $10 per 
week 





Call (617) 859-3300 


COWGIRL SOUGHT 









COUPLE 
SEEKING 


DAD SEEKS 
SON 

















KINKY 
COUPLES 


Q 







FIRM BUTTS 


































































Men Seeking Men 


ARE YOU THE 
HELPFUL TYPE? 


Let ‘em know you're a skilled 
um ...worker. Add a 
descriptive logo to your ad 
for only $10 per week 


SERVICE 





Call (617) 859-3300 


kk kk 
BIG FLUFFY BEARD 


EAGER TO PLEASE 








as 


LIVE WIRE 





FOOT 
WORSHIPPERS 

















NEED ATHIRD 












NEED HEAD HANDFUL OF FUN 





v.33 








Nance eerie LADY PLEASER 









Call (617) 859-3300 





BACK DOOR 
Hot, horn gy. discreet 
yr old white with si 














append: 
any de Anal a spec 
13852 (exp 1 





ava 








BARE BOTTOM 
Well-traveled, ivy-educated 
WM, 45, seeks r re 
magi 
lady w 
erotic sf 
mor. singu 
edges of life. Yo 
proper and sane but spirit 
ed and romantic, with a will 
ngness to share your se 

and r 
proud,pretty b 
trusting experienced hand. 


8981 (exp: (2/01) 





BLACK MAGIC 
Tali, dark and lovely SBM, 25. 
uninhibited, smooth 
Seekin 





et saucy 
ndepenc f 
minded tall females, 21-40, for 
asual relationship. | enjoy dirty 
dancing, kissing, bondage. foot 








worship, and more. Call me 


4026 ( 





exp:1/1/0 





CASUAL FLING? 
Attractive, athietic, spontaneous 
SWM, 22 with dark hair and 
brown eyes seeks fit aggressive 
blonde female for no strings 
sex. 73854 (Exp 1/1/04) 


EROTIC DOMINANT 
WN, 30's w/a thick stick seeking 
submissive bi or straight fe 
males & couples for playtoys 
and more.%3775 (exp. 12/15) 





READY, WILLING & CLEAN 
SWM 42, 5'8". 168lbs 
athletic buil 












kkkeKkk 
FRAT BOY 























NAKED SANTA 


a: 














RENAISSANCE MAN 
SEEKS FAIR DAMSEL 
Passionate, creative, mischie 

ed WM. 42, 5'1 
hair and eyes see 
ul, intelligent, honest 


venturous 


us di 











», 30-45 


le play. 74044 








age and 
exp: 1/1/04 


SEX IN CHAMPAGNE 





Tall white male seeks willi 
submissive female for spankin Qa 
and oral. Black lingerie turns 





73855 (exp 1/1/04 


SPANKING 


Passionate attractive successful 
DWM professional 43 seeks 
submissive F gle moms & 
udents) who nee aring 
r ening mini-vaca 
tion. 4079 (exp. 4/1 












Stamina 
Physically active, tall, blue eyed 
male. Seeks sexually ac 
female, who is like myself 
open minded, clean, D&D free. 
romantic, with stamina 


™4056(exp: 12/26) 


SUCCESSFUL DOC 
Handsome DWM 40's seeks 
playful attractive F to enjoy dis 
creet evenings, weekend get- 
aways, laughter and passion. It 
will be mutually beneficial reia- 
tionship. 4078 (exp 4/1) 











sensuz 








WORSt 


scle today.%3897 














READY TO STEAM 




















23183 (ex 


gse 
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in average 
1g the be 
lington area. 8362 
GUYS SPANKED 


Dad, 48. 
r white 





exp. 1/15 





my knee, in 
y and ath 
socks.%7513 (exp 3/1/04 








GWM, 42, in shape 
jean. prote: 
hung straight man, 18-40, who 
raves deep oral on a reqguiar 
basis. Discreet. XXX 

Place. 83735(exp: 12/5 


GWM, 42, in shape. squeaky 
clean, professional seeks 
hung straight man, 18-40, whc 
craves deep oral a regular 
basis, Discreet. XXX videos. My 
Place. 3735(exp: 12 
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GWM, 45, seeks clean, hung 
men, straight/gay/Bi, that enjoy 
receiving great oral. No recip- 
rocation necessary. | have 
place. Mass South Shore area 
1090 (exp: 2/15/04) 
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femme Nec 





eyes opened 


blonde ha 


so be creativ 


sage. T4041 (exp:2/1 


BI MALE FOR COUPLE 
Attrac dear er 
Jowed bi male s 
man & woman 

male for sate adv 
ic fun. 3168 (exp 12/1 


BLONDE WITH BLUE 
MWC seek individuals 30-40 to 
share in our array of fetishes, 
watersports & S&M. T3866 
(exp. 1/1/04) 




























PETITE BOYS 

















1/04 POET BISEXUAL WEIRDO 
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SEEKING COUPLE 
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Think itd be sexy to see your 











wife be sexual? Think we'd en- SWM 

sharing her? Would she en- seek 

double stimulation? Let's ne 3 a 
talk. Gentleman 5.8464 ral 239 : a 


(exp 8/15/04) 








LOOK YOUR BEST 


COSMETIC DERMATOLOGY AND 
ADVANCED SKIN CARE 


LASER HAIR REMOVAL 
MICRODERMABRASION 
CHEMICAL PEELS AND FACIALS 
BOTOX AND COLLAGEN 
LASER REMOVAL OF TATTOOS AND BROWN AGE SPOTS 
LASER COLLAGEN RENEWAL 
LEG AND FACIAL VEIN TREATMENTS 
LASER ACNE TREATMENTS 


Skiniiealth 
CENTERS 


CALL TODAY FOR A FREE SKIN ANALYSIS CONSULTATION. 
TOLL FREE 1-877-706-7546 


BROOKLINE LOCATION: THE ROCKOFF CENTER, 1101 BEACON STREET 
BOSTON LOCATION: 100 CHARLES RIVER PLAZA 
OTHER LOCATIONS: ANDOVER, FOXBORO, NORWOOD, QUINCY, WELLESLEY, WESTFORD 


www.skinhealthcenters.com 





























































































































2A NOVEMBER 2003 NEWBURY COMICS 25 YEARS THE PHOENIX 


EWBURY.. 
COMICS 


ewbury Comics co-founders Mike Dreese and 

John Brusger continue their discussion with 

the Bostan Phoenix’s David Bieber about the 
origins and future of the retail organization they 
began in 1978 and continue to helm today. 

This segment concludes the five-part overview of 
the business and philosophy of their 25-year-old 
music/pop culture/lifestyle company and its rela- 
tionship to Boston, New England and beyond. 









nline subscription services that 


David Bieber: Let's talk about the 



















the labels sé y They made these things so diffi 
It for tne nsuMeEr » even Pay tor, and then it the onsumer 
nsents 1 says, “All right, I'm going to give you the $9.9 
s S { S there’s no 
Mike Dreese. S t x 
k stos I sk 
x sive. It was S 
ck 1 
if Y ) VU SE 
S uf mM 
that you pay $10 n | I 
x ) | M gar 
1 chire as it’s dey dd has 
ist Madonna is $ n album | guess is 
ex ms he Ss Vay yay the Beatles. Just say 
( 5s $9.95 a but if lowr Beatles it’s $10 a 










































































adetctiSed 86505 


ar 





advertiSed dises edetetiSed Gass I eseertised dizes |] aevertinee 


© Ter 
—{Rock and) FU 


song.” I’m sure the Beatles would agree to that, but the consumer 


would be as shocked as | was. You get this phone bill; wait a 
minute, my roaming fee for one trip ts equal to a month’s worth of 
phone service. Well, all I’m saying is that when you are deploying 
new technologies and new legal agreements, one would expect a 
lot of that kind of nonsense, and it’s up to the market to sort out 
The only concern here is that in reference to the Beatles again 
there is only one entity that controls their music. In northern 
Michigan, presumably, you could get services from two to three 
different carriers, and then you have some choices. With the 
Beatles, they are the only entity that can set the rules about them 
No one else can put a stick in the air and say, “I am also broad- 
That is 
the difference. All | am saying is that cellular phone service in 


casting the Beatles in northern Michigan or on the web 


northern Michigan is still outrageously not consumer-friendly 


because the cost goes in essence from four cents a minute to 60 








nts a mit hout any pa ilar rationale except you got 





l t 
it stick in the air 





too far away from the 


the consumer says, “1 





the com 





ant to rob banks for free—well 


Dreese: Well, it’s like saying, “I w 


ust give him the money 


Bieber: \'m not justifying the « 


the labels 


onsumers doing that; I’m just saying 





have not made it easy 


Dreese: Right, well maybe they should now. Labels are throwing 


id behavior. If they did that five 





college students in jail now fo 

years ago, maybe the problem wouldn't quite be here today. We 

> out a way for them to be less thief-like; we know 
| 


3 to thieve a >» people who are aggressive 





stone ond 


inge tt avior until there is 





consequence to aggressive nloading. It’s not our problem 


acted by it, and we 





We are significantly i 





omplain to a 





legislator < job Ic t but 
n the end, that’s a beef between the 
artist and th s We are the 
nen; it’s yur stuff 





I 
inly believe 





i artists 


n't want to see certain forms of 








music or content out there, the 











public has no inalienable right to 
get it anywhere. If | shoot a home 


movie of my family, and someone 





says, “Well, | should have the 





on i 
res ability to watch that,” and god 








forbid, somebody steals a copy 
Fey (TOM My house and posts it on 
the web, | would hope | 








would have some ability to control my artistic content or my pri- 
vacy 


Bieber: Talk to Pamela and Tommy Lee about that subject 


John Brusger: Or Rolex decides they don’t want their watches 
sold in Wal-Mart; it’s their decision. Might be nice if Wal-Mart 
customers could get that watch right there 


Bieber: At Wal-Mart prices. Or the counterfeit on the street out of 
a suitcase 


Dreese: The thing that | find personally hysterical is that I'm a 
trustee at the Berklee College of Music and have been for eight 


years. When | go into classes there to teach and ask, “How many 
people have downloaded songs?” and literally all but one hand 
will go up. You'll get into a kind of ethical argument, and they 
will argue completely against music copyrights, so to speak 


terms of their behavior. Here’s a classroom full of people who are 





intending to make a living off of the music copyrights, who have i 
no respect for music copyrights. It’s an ama thing just to go i 
through. It’s an intellectual thing. My god, do you realize the | 
implications of what you're espousing here by your behavior i 

t 


Maybe, I’m just old school, but it’s shocking to think that they 
don't really understand the implications of their behavior, multi 
plied by a hundred million. It means there will be no revenue, at 
least in the medium term. And what | fear for the next few years is 
whether it 


that there’s just going to be less and less revenu 


because of stale content, Napster, a natural reduction of diversity 





due to Darwinian effects of the sales declines or for whatever rea 
sons. There's certainly a lot fewer good records being made 
because there’s a lot less economic entities pursuing making good 
records 

All these major label groups have consolidated, and the indies 
are failing left and right, so there’s a lot less pools of money want 
ing to back artistic expression today. Certainly, there’s less than at 





iny time previously, but the upside to tha you have folk artists 





and singer/songwriters posting stuff on the web for free. The 
1 to the thieving kind of free, but | 





good” kind of free, as oppose 


think the thieving 








S going to cause or has caused 
significant schism ( in terms of distributive and retail 
The ynsumer t d ! 
ei T ! ! if 
until right about now, and the « S 





seeing a decline in availability 





There's going to be a lot fewer artists like the executive vice 






president of our company, who’s in the band Mistle Thrush. That 


ublishir 


I 


band was kept alive by an advance from Sony Music P 5 
dumping a lot less 


of $50,000. The Sony Musics of the world are 





money around cities like Boston because they can’t make money 
They just reported the biggest loss in their history at Sony Music 
so the idea that there isn’t some grass roots impact is wrong 
There's going to be a lot less $50,000 
chunks that pay for practice 


spaces 


THE VOICE OF Music RETAILING 















and money-losing tours to Washington D.C. and all the things 
that bands have to go through. $50,000 is a lot of money for a 
local band and that’s the kind of funds that are really drying up. 


Bieber: |n that context, | think we're kind of seeing the closing of 
a door of another kind of musical direction. Some of the more 
aggro-rock thing seems to be ending 


Dreese: That's hard to s that side, | don’t know 
how much of it comes from sales. But | do know that aggro and 
rap are two of the most thieved things. | 


iy because on 


mean | was just in the 
Dorchester District Court on a Motion Picture Association of 
America and RIAA ce | was with two RIAA field 
researchers, and as we walked down the street from Dorchester 
District Court to lunch yassed three shops selling CDs for 
five dollars. The am 

for five bucks, it’s just stag 
yunterfeit CDs. | me 
real thing. And this goes on ir 


and literally 


Cent records that are being sold 
amount of bootlegs on the 

street or ¢ in, these are exact copies of the 
very lunchroom, in every col- 
Am 


h 
whit 


», and in every high schoo rica today, so | think it’s for 


the more youth-oriented music certainly aggro and rap 
fall into. There’s a disproportionate amount. There's not a lot of 
people ripping Norah Jones. There's 
and Norah Jones. | guess Pat F 


1 huge gap between 50 Cent 
ichanan sees this as God’s way of 
getting even with the troublemak of society 
Brusger: We got stuff on the web, but 
demo tapes. Like anything else, you 


Bowie singing “Zi Stardt 


asically what you get is 
an listen to demos...or 
Compared to the real thing 

corded in real studios with a 1 
who don’t create for free... | m 
Nirvana going from Bleach to 


il engineer and real producer 
here's a big difference. Th 
or Sublime going from 
their demo tapes to their self-titled major | 
huge difference that the 
do 


lease. There's a 


of the behind-the-scenes people 


Bieber: Thematically 


through the years 


m to have retained 

ertain spirit of fun 
You do all vour adve' d strategizing in 
house, right? 


Dreese: Yes 

the old days at Ne\ 
Hooter 
That can become a b 


are little 


rms of the fun factor. In 
people who run 
nny todé 1 little too much fun 
1d of itself, when people 
behind the « 1 Sunday morning or 


cessarily desirable 


Bieber: Talk about a f 
from working som 
Aimee Mann and T. 
who made it into the 


nni who emerged 
zation. | know you had 
oyees. Any other people 
isic business 
Dreese: Not really as m d like to have hoped. Tanya 
Donneliy worked briefly for us 
for say six to eight months 
We were talking to her 


recently about 


Throwing Muses, who are actually playing a little again and try- 
ing to get some people together to do a few legacy shows with 
us. Some people have gone on to some media corporate posi- 
tions or some music company jobs 


Bieber: Are there acts that you feel that Newbury Comics was 
kind of catalytic in providing a turning point to 
careers¢ 


p their 


which was really us with WAAF 
store in Shrewsbury, and | think 1,100 people sho 
records. We were 

from Paul Geary (Godsmack’s manager) out of the 
his car. | think at one point we § 


we sold massive quantities of 


ave him like three o 
sand dollars to be able to get records out of the press 
y were doing it themselves. That was one 


porary acts that v 


ot the 
had that kind of relationship 
couple of grand; make sure you give us those records in 
Literally, they just couldn't finance that type of thing 
Another notable that went through the company s Ellis 
Paul on the singer/songwriter side, who had started this indie 
label with his manager, Ralph Jacodine. He's kind of like mid 
level; he’s now on Rounder Records and has been for the last 
couple albums, but very successful within his genre of artist 
More on the label side, there are the legacy acts that recorded 
for our label, Modern Method, and bands like Gan They 
were on our first compilation, This Is Boston, Not L.A.; that 
record certainly gave them their first start 


reen 


Bieber: Any memorable in-store appearances back in the punk 
days, the 
} 


2 
Dasis 


ly days; the acts that were on a t 


levelopir tist 


Dreese: We didn’t do that man 
vith the Cramps. One of th 
Costello. Siouxsie Sioux was huge. That 


She was a 


ars ago, 


wobably 1990 or ‘91 ssive 
probabl ¢ 


turnout. Henry Rollins did in-stores and he's 


huge now. Peter Gates, who’s rently at our Alewife store 


he remembers them all 
Newbury 


th us in 1982 


Peter was our Street ma and 


>r for ye 
rs. He started wked for us for fc 


He 


ver since 


ars and t to Germany t 


then came back and has 


years ran ay 


He 


lisco ¢ been with us 
had career interruptus for like seven years, but he’s a rez 
employee, along with Richie Parsons 

iter for Boston Rock, who's 


» are all guys who worked 


Bieber: They must have a lot of great mer 
Dreese: Like Aimee Mann sitting on her ass or 


of records and never doing anythin 


do 


1 stack 


she said st 


CONTINUED ON page 
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2 oe 
Brey ec a ee 
are shed locally 
for Boston radio 
legend Sunny Joe 
White and nationally for 


country music icon Minnie 
Pearl. She had a hat! 


Bele etme i aos 
Newbury Comics is selected as “Midsize: 
Retailer of the Year” by the National 
Association of Recording Merchandisers 

aus 


: O Jeff Buckley 
mysteriously disap- 
pears into the depths 
of the Wolf River in 

DS Tee Mal 

late father, Tim 
Buckley, leaves us far too.soon and with too 
many songs unsung. 


Q Knock, knock, knockin’ on Heaven's 
Gate: 39 members of the Heaven's Gate cult 


are found dead in a mass suicide at a San 


Boer unten e 
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Est. 1978 


20 Essential DVDs Ons 
$9.99 - $19.99! One Week Only. Sale En 


615.99m 
DVD 


RRL 
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. A Clockwork 


The Nightmare 
Before Christmas 


Scarface 


SPEC at ‘guirren| 


This Is 
Spinal Tap 


| Animal > ; 


EDA a TA) 


aa wes 4 


ca 


Gone With 
The Wind 


DONNIE DARKO 


Donnie Darko 


ere oa berrie 


BOGART BERGMAN HENREID 
b 


Lord Of The Rings: 


Casablanca Fellowship Of The Ring 


Mong Benon And 
The Holy Grail 


Say Anything 


Willy Wonka And The 


Chocolate Factory Caddyshack 


Get Them What They Really Want This Holiday Season! 


Theatrical DVDs not available at Newbury Comics in Peabody 


aera Stax: ag Fie 1" 


Boston/Cambridge A 
Newbury St. (617) Perry 
Harvard Sq. (617) 491-0337 


24 New 
England 
Locations 
Fresh Pond (617) 491-7711 


Government Ctr. (617) 248-9992 


Amherst (413) 256-8840 
Bellingham (508) 966-2859 
Braintree (781) 356-8285 
Burlington (781) 270-9860 
Hyannis (508) 778-0747 
Kingston (781) 422-0119 
Leominster (978) 537-9517 


Natick (508) 650-4911 Providence, RI (401) 383-0044 
Newton (617) 965-5054 Warwick, RI (401) 821-3170 

N. Attleboro (508) 399-9194 Manchester, NH (603)624-2842 
Peabody (978) 531-9713 Nashua, NH (603) 888-0720 
Saugus (781) 231-0488 Salem, NH (603) 890-1380 
Shrewsbury (508) 845-3391 Portland, ME (207) 874-6788 
Woburn (781) 933-1691 





25th Anniversary 
EB Compiationt ; 


The Early Views Vol. 2 Features 
Classic Punk, Pop, and New Wave from 1977-1986. 
Including 

The Ramones’ _ Joy Division New Order 


Devo The Cure The Smiths 
Gang Of Four x Husker Du 


& More. 
Available at all Newbury Comics Locations and at www.ne 


DAVID BOWIE 
“REALITY” 


NEWBURY COMICS 


“SONGS ABOUT ee SEE DAVID BOWIE LIVE 
AT THE FLEETCENTER ON 12/9 


Sale Ends 12/10/03 Sale Ends 12/10/03 


De a 0 a al Iisa aR Peer Natick (508) 650-4911 Providence, RI (401) 383-0044 
Bellingham (508) 966-2859 Newton (617) 965-5054 Warwick, RI (401) 821-3170 
Bostor TAR 91418 (6 LMA hase) Braintree (781) 356-8285 N. Attleboro an ee 9194 Manchester, NH (603)624-2842 
yea Te Newbury St. (617) 236-4930 Burlington (781) 270-9860 © Peabody (97 713 Nashua, NH (603) 888-0720 
England Harvard Sq. (617) 491-0337 Hyannis (508) 778-0747 Saugus -0488 Salem, NH (603) 890-1380 
Locations Government Ctr. (617) 248-9992 Kingston (781) 422-0119 aa em tt}! 5-3391 Portland, ME (207) 874-6788 
Fresh Pond (617) 491-7711 Leominster (978) 537-9517 Woburn ( og 1 
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CONTINUED FROM page 3A Dreese: Not owning the store, but causing a lot of aggravating just recognize so many people! These are the street people 


problems, so it’s re. sally a case where the bad guys win. It’s really one thing I’ve learned through being in court. | haven't been in 
sad court significantly for the last 15 years, but the bad guys are th 
Bieber: \V bad guys 


Bieber: They win either way 


Bieber: They are the repeat offend 
Dreese: A Dreese: just the political correctness that’s prevalen with society 
| Dreese: They « 


1 shoplifting case where somebody already has received 


physically stop the abduction of your iuse tremendous amounts of problems. We’v 


100 pe “nt sure raving video 
| 


up of everything that’s happened. So every supermarket shoplifting convictions. Somebody like that has probably 


ameras in every aisle just to protect against slip-and- ed a thousand times, so this person has demolished a hur 


ry casino, people ta false flop, and they hit you up thousand dollars of value, and they are released. The c« 


We don’t have a place to put them. Are you goin 


urts are 


1 : ; | 
d peop have yne this 12 times in a row; it’s like 


to pull a 
John Brusger: 1 chiropractor ir yr somet It’s just crazy drug dealer out to make room?” It’s where society is just kind of 


1 car, and they slam on the | fraying 


and somebody hit at the edges 
d you're suing everybody. The lawsuits go along with lack 


sponsibility for anything. If I’m injured, somebody has to 


It’s like writing bad checks; there’s really no consequence 


Our company, like many others, we stopped taking any checks in 


Da\ September. I'm sorry 


but the rules allowed the bad guys to 
win. You need debit cards now. Now, | can’t tell you how many 
stores...that big women’s store, H&M, doesn’t take checks. | just 
bought a pair of shoes on Newbury Street at one of the boutiques 
and they wouldn't take a check. “We don’t deal with that any 


more because we're tired of getting beat on by the bad guys 


Bieber: Y 


Brusger: We had a few times when the cops came, and they were 


like, “Oh, we’ve been looking for him.” There was always a feel- But 


it’s unfortunate because it’s that same kind of thin blue line thing 
where people don’t take these crimes seriously. They either say the 
prices rise for everybody else, or else we inconvenience you by 


hat happened 


ing of satisfaction when 
Dreese: That's one thing you have to say. When you get involved 
in the court system, you realize there is a very few number of 
Bieber: Tt 


people who cause a tremendous amount of havoc on the world 


CONTINUED ON page 8A 


Anytime you get held up, you look through a mug book and you 
gi | 5 
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The Music Has Always Been in Her System 


Natalie Waleik 


Se 


hours listening to local pop AM 
| my favorite songs, bought 7”s by bands 


view with Mike Dreese 
| started in April, 
faithfully listened to Casey Kasem’s American 1986, working as a tag- 
ger at first, putting those 
famous long & perforat- 
ed price tags on records, 
then either boxing them 
up to ship to Newbury 
Street or Framingham or 
just putting them out for 
sale in the Harvard 
Square store where we 
worked. There were 
three stores then, and we had a very small office and receiving area in the back of the old 
Harvard Square location (across the hall from the current store). There were two computers 
and two desks back-to-back in a tiny office shared by five or six people. Cathy, Mike’s sister, 
did accounts payable in an even tinier space she shared with Mike. | couldn’t believe | was 
actually working for Newbury Comics! | had first dibs on all the new records that came in 


idn’t wait for the year-end countdowns that stations 


> them all down. When | was 11, | got a red, white and 

AM/FM transistor radi birthday and carried it everywhere. When | discovered 

| thought WVBF and WBZ-FM (with Captain Ken) were the coolest! When I discovered 
WBCN sometime around 1975 or ‘76, and ail my friends were still listening to AM, 1 felt | 

was in on something special ss : 3 - 5 

: Natalie Waleik, naturally, in front of rows and rows of 


CDs, surrounded by sound in her Newbury Comics office. 


Then, in 1977, my influential older sister started listening to WTBS (now WMBR) and 
so, naturally, | had to tune in, too. | discovered shows like Oedipus’ Demi-Monde and the 
Late Risers’ Club that were playing this great new music that you couldn't hear on the big 

stations. | followed the punk explosion with a vengeance. | started borrowing music 

Zazines like Trouser Press and Creem from my sister and forced myself to read every sin- 
le so | could learn as much as possible about this great new phenomenon called 
| rushed home after school to catch the tail end of the cool radio shows on 
did my homework next to the stereo at night listening to WERS and _ flipping the 
ch for any other interesting stations. | tried to turn my friends on to new music 
but none of my junior high friends were interested — they all thought | was crazy to be lis- 


tening to songs with names like “Psycho Killer” or “Beat on the Brat.” 
voted Barry Manilow Live album of the year in our 1978 yearbook! 
But although t 


My ninth grade class 


WS Was sUCN an exciting time tor musi 


was born just 


| was frustrated because | always 
a few years too late, like | was watching this punk rock explosion 


from the sidelines. | could listen to records and read the magazines, but | couldn’t go out 
and experience the music firsthand in local clubs like the Rat or Cantone’s, that | kept hear- 
ing about on the radio. My sister was 18 and so was the drinking age then. She and her girl- 
friends would go out to clubs, and she’d tell me about seeing great bands like the Real Kids 
Nervous Eaters, DMZ and the Atlantics. | was so jealous, but | knew that a fake 1D was out 
wn how to get one— I’ve always looked younger Gm an my 
y looked more like 11 or 12—never mind trying to pass for 18 
| would sometimes skip morning classes to go stand in line at the 
iffice waitir on sale for bands like the Boomtown 
Elvis Costello. i soon discovered this cool little store 
college radio D]’s worked there 


so | would hang around and shop while watching care- 


t some of my favorite 


was who” from the local scene. | would eavesdrop on a con- 


ving with a customer and then try to figure out on h 


yyee) was in. Shopping at Newbury made me feel con- 
dd that they had no cash register and 
little box under the counter. | bought cool import 7”s from the Jam, the 


and X-Ray Spex and LPs by the New York Dolls, Blondie, the Stooges and many oth- 


1 thought it very 


money in 


After high school | thought that maybe I'd want a career in radio, because | wanted to 
turn other people on to great music. My idea of the ultimate job was that of music director 
at a radio station. | went to Emerson College, majored in mass communication and met the 
man | would later marry, which alone was worth the price of tuition. | Dj’d at WERS, 
interned at WBCN and answered phones for Tami Heide at WMBR. Later on in 1987, when 
Tami left the station, | would take her place on the Late Risers’ Club, where | stayed on until 
1992. But after college | was less sure of what | wanted to do with my life. College radio 
was fun—l got to play what | liked—commercial radio was much, much different; maybe it 
wasn't for me 

Then one day while at WMBR, | met a guy from a local band who said he was the 
buyer for Newbury Comics. BUYER? It had really never occurred to me how those records 
got into the store...! had to find out more. Soon after, | was introduced to a friend’s new girl- 
friend who said that she worked in the Newbury Comics “office.” 

“Do they need anyone?” | quickly asked. She thought they did and set me up for an inter- 


and, of course, spent much of my paycheck in the store. | used to keep a notebook into 
which | would write down every record | bought and the date | bought it; but when | started 
working for Newbury Comics....suddenly, | couldn’t keep up, couldn’t write them down fast 
enough. My record and CD collection have been threatening to overtake my home and 
office for many years because | still can’t keep up with them, but such is the life of a music 
collector (or packrat, call it what you will!). 

In late August, 1986, my friend Sally, who had been doing the indie label and import 
buying, decided to go back to school. This was my chance! | begged Mike and John to let 
me give it a try and I’ve been buying music for Newbury ever since. At Newbury Comics we 
buy from hundreds of distributors, large and small, and are always working with local bands 
to get their music out to the public. We've also been able to present some amazing in-store 
appearances over the years, from the Flaming Lips, Smashing Pumpkins, Travis, Robyn 
Hitchcock, Husker Du , the Replacements (was Tommy really trying to sneak out of the store 
with CDs under his shirt? We were never really sure...) to the most recent November show 
by Iggy and the Stooges. I’ve felt so privileged over the past 17-plus years to have a job 
working with music and with such a great group of people. It’s still a thrill to discover a new 
band or artist or see a great live show. 

I've also seen so many changes in the music industry as well as here at Newbury over 
the years. The advent of the CD in the late 1980’s was such an exciting time, watching CD 
sales escalate while, sadly, watching LP sales decline. Now, we are watching CD sales 
decline while watching DVD sales explode. Here at Newbury, I've seen our offices expand 
from a tiny 20x15 space to our current office/warehouse of 68,000 square feet. Years ago, 
entering the previous day’s sales was the first thing we did (by hand) each morning. Now, 
we have a great point-of-sale system that allows us to see sales practically as they happen 
(updates every five minutes!). Today, we have a music buying department of seven people 
and a separate department that buys fashion, toys and the other fun stuff we carry. People 
often ask me, “How do you decide what to bring in?” After so many years, we’ve come to 
know our customers pretty well, so when it comes to music, it’s usually more a question of 
how many, rather than what. It also requires a certain amount of math and probability to 
predict sales. | feel that we have a great buying team at Newbury Comics and enough years 
of experience between us all that we are able to get the numbers right most of the time. 

These days I’m responsible for buying mostly major label CDs, and although | still 
supervise them, I leave the indie stuff to the younger, hipper “kids” in my department | work 
only three days a week and spend the rest of the time with my “real” kids and listen to more 
children’s music than | care to admit. But | still get excited watching those sales numbers 
appear on my computer screen on each Tuesday new release day (and every day): And | plot 
the day when 1 will have space in my house for every CD 1 bring home. 
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Shiny Round Salvation 
of the Music Biz 


Fran fliberte 

Executive Vice-President, Music Sales 
(retired), Warner/Elektra/Atiantic 
Corporation, Inc. 












Boston has had a history of 
being on the musical cutting 
edge. The city has showcased 
many of the bands who have 
shaped a new style and has radio stations which are the 
first to try a new format or give a new artist a chance at 
airplay. This is our history, and it continues today 













One part of "the biz" that does not get the recogni- 
tion it deserves for being ahead of the curve is Boston 
music retail. 









With Mike Dreese and John Brusger leading the 
way, Newbury Comics was the first retailer to concen- 
trate on a new and unproven format called the CD 






Personally, | thought, as did others, the people at 
Newbury were out of their collective minds. However 
they convinced the record companies that, with their 
marketing plan and the population mix in Boston, the 
CD would work 







Well, here we are in the 21st Century. Most of those 
executives who thought Newbury was crazy are gone 
and Newbury Comics is the premiere homegrown 
Boston music retailer, getting ready for the next 
25 years. 









True Alternative ina 
Sea of Pretenders 
Patrick Lyons 


Chairman, The Lyons Group 







Newbury Comics _ burst 
onto the scene in 1978 with 
alternative music/comic books 
as inventory for sale on 
Newbury Street. What an odd 
combination. Actually, it was the furthest thing from an 
odd combination, as a cultural change was about to 
sweep Boston. 










| had a bird's eye view of the genius behind 
Newbury Comics as it fought its way to create a brand 
synonymous with what true alternative music fans 
wanted amidst a sea of pretenders to the throne of alter- 
native music distribution. 








In December of 1979, | got together with Oedipus, 
then the overnight disc jockey at WBCN, whose 2-6 
a.m. show called Nocturnal Emissions featured the 
music that defined the lifestyle of Boston's alternative 
scene. The club was called Spit, the fashion was leather 
and lace, the music was punk. The guests were all fans 
of Newbury Comics. They didn't buy their music at 
Sam Goody or the Wearhouse or Strawberry's or a mall 
music outlet. They went to the source, which was 
always Newbury Comics. Spit remained popular for a 
decade and then made way for Axis. Newbury Comics 
continued to grow, but never lost its conscience. | 
know firsthand that brands don't last 25 years without a 
champion. Boston and New England are most fortu- 
nate to have Mike Dreese as that champion, who has 
kept it real for all this time 





































| still, after having dinner at Sonsie on Newbury, 
often make my way across the street to Newbury 
Comics to feel the pulse of this city through the knowl- 
edgeable staff and funky environment. Two and a half 
decades later, Newbury Comics and Mike Dreese are 
still putting fresh, new music in my stereo - and | know 
they always will. 








Reaching Nirvana 
on the Job 


Lisa Fehl-Parrette 
Ralph Jacodine Management 











On September 21, 1991, | 
walked through the ware- 
house doors of 52 Everett 
Street in Allston, MA for my 
first day of work at Newbury 
Comics. The guys from Nirvana were stopping by to say 

















hello and the smell of hot pizza was in the air. The buy- 
ers and the seven retail stores were starting to stock up 
for the holiday rush. 


| spent the next eight years at Newbury Comics and 
received the retail education of my life. | had the oppor- 
tunity to work with a group of wonderfully passionate 
talented and dedicated people. Newbury Comics 
became a tastemaker account for the independent and 
major labels in New England, selling record numbers of 
CDs and vinyl of alternative-type style music. We can 
thank the wide musical knowledge of the staff and their 
excitement to turn on the customers to new music for 
this 


During the holidays, the warehouse employees 
worked tirelessly to fill the stores, and the store employ 
ees worked tirelessly to help the customers. Many of the 
employees ran the company like it was their own. We 
were given the flexibility to experiment, take risks and 
create our own systems. We had a lot of fun and cared 
about each other. 


Newbury Comics appreciated the unique 
individuality in all of us. Many of us came from various 
musical, art or media-type backgrounds, and we knew 
we could lean on each other both professionally and 
personally to draw from our past experiences. In addi- 
tion, the label distribution companies, the labels, the 
radio, print, TV/cable outlets and all of the other ven- 
dors that Newbury worked with helped to make 


Newbury Comics what it is today 


Thanks to Mike Dreese and Jonn Brusger for their 
vision, street smarts, business savvy and their ability to 
predict industry trends 


Thanks to everyone | had the opportunity to work 
with at Newbury Comics. You are a compassionate 
resourceful, spirited, and talented group of people! 


fi Fortuitous 
Taxing Encounter 


Michael Creamer 
Owner, Creamer Management 


In the early 1980's, when | 
was a college student and also 
working as a D) at at a college 
bar, | would come into Boston 
from Worcester to see bands 
One night, wandering from 
the Rat down to Newbury Street on our way to the Pour 
House (at the time, a cheap place to drink), we stum- 
bled into a record store called Newbury Comics. | had 
never seen in one place so many of the indie and 
imports records | was playing as a D). It's safe to say that 
we never made it to the bar. We spent four hours and all 
the money we had on albums and singles. Arter that 
every time | came to Boston, we went to Newbury 
Street to visit my favorite record store. 


A few years later, | moved to Boston and started to 


manage local rock bands. Around tax time it was my 
job to figure out. how to file the bands’ taxes. | was in 
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the Boston Rock ‘n’ Roll Museum. 
And thanks to the Boston Phoenix’s 
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Singer/Songwriter 
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used throughout the world on their 40 ks To 


Worshiping at the 
Temple of Rock 


Sean Kevin Sweeney 
Performance firtist 


For 13 years, | was part of the 
Newbury Comics organizatior 
| recall at one point that we had an 


idea on the table for some concept 


stores: The Temple of Rock. We 









would build them inside old churches, and adorn the walls 
with the tombstones of rockers-gone | believe it v S 
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ademy students in music 


The other principle charity | have been involved in is the Boston Institute of Arts Therapy. | was on the 
board of directors for about 10 years and got off about a year ago. Their last major annual gala was hon- 
oring me for my contributions. We are head and shoulders the number one contributor to that organiza- 
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Boutique 


Paws we gol 


stocking stuffers for you? 


Thigh High Boots 
stone Jewelry 
Winter Gear 
Sexy Hose 


Pashmina Shawls 


190 Mass. Ave Boston 617-262-9255 


Between Boylston St. and Huntington Ave. 


Santa Baby 
lve been a good gir 
al year, Please hurry 
to Black Lace 


Great Gyz Stuff 
For All You Guys 


Ladie's Night Dec. 12 
Men's Night Dec. 18 


Black Lace Lingerie 
318 Squire Road - Revere 
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www.blacklacemodels.com 
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rotic Gift Baskets & Pleasure To 
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Visit www kittylicx.com to place 
a discreet order 


" Men may think that diamonds are a 
girls best friend - 
But if they only knew! "....... x 
Erotic Gift Baskets & Pleasure Toys for all occasions... 
Baskets include top quality Pleasure Toys, 


Dils, Lingerie ond more 
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HOME NOVELTIES 
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978-996-2321 GODDESS #332 
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1-866-844-LIXX 
Discreet Delivery in the US 
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| TALK DIRTY| 


Listen to readers stories of 
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Bachelor Parties 
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64 Arlington St. Boston 
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AYU) me ae 


ee eer) 8 or 
Sey ere 
meee!) Tees 
receive free entry for two 


Come to the 
MLS ee LU 
Will a free photo shoot 


_ Sponsored py: 


iy hes pVations at the Park Plaza at the 
Saar RL Sonn call 617-426-2000 


asian @ 


eauties Cit es 


Spice up any occassion * Escorts 
with one of more of our * Dom. Sessions 
LUSCIOUS LADIES... * Bachelor Parties 


*82 617 


AY "ar 


™ Bi, Vireo , 


SPECIALS 


Erosphere is gearing up for the holidays 
with the festive 
From 12/4 - 12/19 
following festive 


Mondays: 
Purchase a 30 minute biock of 
time and get 5 bon 


Tuesdays: 


Gay giveaway! Place a 
free MSM or WSW ad 


Wednesdays: 
Women Seeking wednesdays! 
Place a FREE WSM ad and 
receive a free pair of fishnets! 


Thursdays: 
Buy,@ 60 minut 

time and get 20% extra free 
(@ total of 72 minutes!) 


Fridays: | 

Free Fridays! Email us yc 

(any category) and we'll r up 

to 25 words FREE for 4 weeks 
To take advantage of these 
offers call 617 450 8753 or 
email erosphere@phx.com 


OS 
sph Pex 


Where fantasies become reality 





61 os 


he 
RY ita 


% Honesty is our 
. only policy 


(617) 
277- 
6605 


Premiere has J 
part time 
openings for 
escorts 
Some college 
preferred, 
no exp. 

BI necessary. No 
transportaion 
needed 
Call Julia 


if 

A Beautitul Brunette toned and 

tanned. | am the girl next door 

PTUs es 
Ld 


Hot & Exotic 


Dorr Lb st tal 


Gea 
SHEMALE 
Best Body . 
Rub in Town! 
5 Letusgive you | 
= the best service you |= 


34c-22-34 fully 
finctional w/ 9” please call 
me if you please! 


617.782.7838 


Providing 100% Free Access to: Escorts, Independents, Fetish, TS, and More... 


FREE Advertising 


etl 
BostonAdult. 


ee 


review 
www. TheEroticReview.com 


Escorts Cait: 888-7 37-0469 
‘Direct 


Treasures Pleasures 


Upscale Incall 


Guaranteed Gorgeous 


Open our 

treasure 

chest... 
in&O 


(617) 312-4168 | Po F 


(617) 387-1442 ° 
Escorts.com 


Get Laid tonight! 
Totally Free! 


Gina 
yim la 


private calis 
in/out 


. = 
ce 
; i 


Taya e math eel 
36c-24-36 8” 
Brighton Location 
617-782-2710 


: money for books or travel ? 
We are seeking attractive ladies for 
one mete oe oils es 
Full + P.T Available 
Uli Bertumeliriiticce yyy itetiisy 
lv teo stato tt 
ao ra Ort 


617-742-1608 | 


x 


Everything yc 


escortreviews sitereviews _ discussion boards 


ud 


781-791-7627 


( nN 
Shore. Soijith Shore 


\etre AY 47 


a d > e. 
S71 7a SL ae Oh 
ea LT 
iL a 2 


Come over, relax & relieve your holiday stress with 
us! Boston’s Popular Playmates are in the North 
Shore! Located just 10 minutes from Boston 
or accessible by the T. 


wie Ui ES Mra i Fe Fa aan 
eva EY are 


: Vian the aoa as 


In Call Only 
North Shore Area 
PY Rare a alte! 


eee Te 


yuu © VGalAd 


Re a At Ue 





3 ADULT SERVICES THI 


Toye ay a 


Pea at 


ge yo 


ri 


ee 
os) 
incals: 617.695.0792 


Coolidge 
Bodyworks 


Massages 
for both men 
& women 
‘eqns aressinpen 
Come enjoy a 
relaxing massage 
with professional 
massage therapists 


———— 
Newton 
Corner 
Massage 


Treat yourself 
with a Swedish 
Massage by 
professional 
massage therapists 
for men and 
women. 
Call for an appt. 
617-969-5034 


b 117-742-1608 


Private Dancing’ 


PRE-OP * 


“ASIAN BEAUTY* 


a eae 
Escorts 


*“AALISA KINKY 


American 3 CHEERS!! 


617-426-5221 
617-438-2201, 


aromas ce 978-453-2330. 


EXCLUSIVE JENNA 


617-780-2200 


A CHOCOLATE 
_ TREAT 


* A HANDSOME * 
ITALIAN BOY” 


617-254-3718 


A GLASS OF WINE 


ATTENTION 


781 845-5914 


***NEW GIRLS *** 


A+ BRITNEY PRE- 
OP 


617-319-3792 


**SUMMER** 


ae no (978)-681-8666 
617-438-0227c CARYN 
SULTRY BLONDE 

Se 617-881-8607 


; : ABBEY’S BAAAACK 
617-438-5258 Tall, slender 


xpe 


*SWEET HEART* Sp 
Hot for new love? Beautiful 617-620-9487 
781-718-6882 


*82 857-919-1528. Absolutely Sexy 


PLACE YOUR 
ADULT LINE AD 
CALL 


617-859-3260 603 557-3328 


COUNTRY GIRL 


Absolutely Top Shelf GFE’s! 
SANDY Stunning Blonde 
Girl Next Door. Your 
happiness is My Priority 
MONICA * 5-8 36DD (natural) 
-24-34, Teasing and oh so 
Pleasing | JASMINE * NEW 
Petite, Sensuous Asian 
Delight! Great reviews 

and Friends at 
www.DangerousCurvesUSA 
com 

617-592-8934 ( In / Out * 24/7 ) 
401-786-0319 


AFTER DARK 
617-451-0414 


617-490-2762 
AMY/ PRE-OP 


617-267-5037 


ANDREA 
5’4 110 ibs. Brown 
hair/brown eyes in 
calls.Call 401-499- 
0005 
No Biocked #’s will 
be answered. 


617-2 


APPETIZING 


617372-4959 


APRIL 


508-596-2483 


617-254-9126 


AS YOU LIKE IT! 
Look no f und 


617 828-9711 


ASIAN SHEMALE tay 


25-36 very pretty 


TRANSEXUAL 
5'5° 120ibs 36DD-25 
i" lor those who n 


nassage. in call 


617 593-2491 


AT YOUR FINGERTIPS! 
Hot Latina passion, I'm a 
sexy girl with energy to burn! 
Feel the heat! 


617-438-5258 


BAMBI & FRIEND: 


al, yours 


508 326 8399 


CHRISSY 
23yrs, sweet & sexy 
Route 1 at my suite 


978-239-8977 


BLACK MALE 


781-724-4464 


BLONDES BLONDES 


781-289-9846 


BORED 
HOUSEWIFES 


nbé DILALAH 
(978) 490-1016 


& Visa accepted 


ave a 


508-345-5812 508- 


EAST COAST 
GLAMOUR GIRLS 


617 548-2098 
1-866-798-0176 


CARRIE 


rnodel type 5'9 
E 
d 


d appts Fri only 


y 
857-204-0420 


617-426-2030 


EXCLUSIVE 
**CHLOE** ion 


e 


617-267-1438 617-594-9981 





FELICIA 
Brown hair hazel eyes 105ib 
34v-24-32 24 


781-975-0107 


FORTUNE COOKIE 
Secrets of the Orient are your 
to experience. Soft skin 
Sensual touch... The rest 
iS up to you 


617-828-9711 


FORTY SOMETHING 
Sweet & experienced 

Lingerie avi. Meghan 

Discreet outcalls 


978-682-7776 


GEISHA 
TEMPTATION 


Enjoy an amazing touch with 


your dream girl she's from Asia 


petite and sexy, beautiful and 


Classy, private setting and in 
dependent, incalis. 


617-851-9699 


GENTLEMEN 
The fun has just begun. A dis 
creet and relaxing me 
with one or two busty 6 
in heels and lingerie. Kather 
and Monica. Incalis. 11-7 


978-453-2330. 


GOLDILOCKS 
long blonde hair, b 
Ss and smooth 
Kin On my 21 yr old body 
ust right”. Yo 
ne. Anytime day or night 


617-251-6996 
GORGEOUS 


Petite shemale hot hot hot 
sexy Brazilian TS $ 
110lbs 100% passible. Burling 
ton location. Tabitha 


781-552-6766 


_ HEATHER PRE- - 


Hawaiian Irish 


minded Boston & N. Shore 


781-485-5355 


HOME ALONE 
Girlfriend away? Wife notin 
the mood?call mewhenever 
you're in need & 

i DO THE DIRTY DEED! 

| aim to please not tease TIA 
CHOCOLATE BEAUTY,57 
130LBS,36DD TIGHT EVERY 
WHERE!!! Incalls near 
FENWAY PARK 
*82(609)471-1724 


HOT 
SOUTH BEACH 
BLONDE 


Blue eyed, 22 Y.O 
breasts, South Beach 


'M 
Temporarily Yours 
_ 1-800-698-8829 


ing 
business visits 


INTERNATIONAL 
SWEETHEART 


A variety of ladies Schoolgirls 


specials 


617-721-2465 


JACQUELINE PRE- 
op 


call 


‘61 7 423- 9553 
JEWEL 


617-490-1049 
KATE 


nning head turner great 


617-490-0076 
LINGERIE LOVER 


or gentleman who appreciate 


"617- 721- 2465 


LISA ASIAN SHE MALE 
38d-28-38. 25yrs 

56” 135ibs 80 repe #617 

566-3334 


MASSAGE 
BY MARYANN 


noon til 8pm. 
978-576-9512 
_MERCEDES 


zlin'ly Hot, As oe Hawaiian 
1 2 tanned 
call om 


617-721-5041 


Metro West Incall 


uaranteed Gorgeous 


(781) 791-7627 


www.upscaleincall.com 


NEW SERVICE 


NIGHT GAMES 
5'3", 101lbs 34B-24-34 caramel 
skin long hair & very friendly!!! 
GFE 


781-475-8329 


North Shore Incall 


juaran! 30rgeous 


(781) 791 “7627 


www.upscaleincall 


Oh Behave! 


or a shagadelic good time 
781) 791-7627 
Yeah Baby! 

www.upscaleincall.com 


PETITE BLONDE 
College sweetheart in town for 
a short stay, I'm 18, 32b-22-32. 
green eyes, tanned & toned. I'll 
travel to you. Holiday low rates 
from noon to midnight 


617-721-2465 


PRE-OP SANDRA 
Tall,luscious 38C-28-36 
A true goddess, mins from 
No. & So, shores 


781-724-4463 


PRETTY IN PINK! 
Sex appeal 
with Sophistication 
617-319-2460 


PURE PLEASURE | 


INDULGE In YO 


508-333-0657 


Red Hot Super 
Busty 

New in town, all natural D+ hot 
tie. I'm independant, & happily 
give an unrushed, fully in 
sensual encount 
have you coming 
Visiting Boston Decemb 
through December 17th ONLY. 


www.geocities.com/rracyraquel 


415-412-7868 


ReTREAT!! 
Sinfully indulge yourself. If you 
are looking to enjoy a leisurely 
session with a 35+ attractive & 
classy lady see what a differ 
ence experience can make. 

MC & VISA ACCEPTED 


1-978-490-1016 


ROSE 
Prompt service. 


exciuescort.com 


617-594-9981 


SOUTH 
MECN BEAUTY 


 *82 781-552-9266 


South Shore Incall 


Guaranteed Gorgeous 


(781) 791-7627 


www.upscaleincail.com 


eo. SPECIAL 


Outcall only 2477 


617-721-2465 


SPREAD 
THE CHEER! 


Cozy & cute. baby it’s cold out 


617 438-0227 


STRAWBERRY 
DREAMS 


Wet & sassy & ready to make 


Outcalis only 


617-438-0227 
STUNNING 
nus, Rex like 


617-642-2842 
SUNSHINE! 


My passion is pleasure. I'm a 


0 Let me pamper you, Let's 

play I'm blonde Fun and Sexy 
1] wor Ad be disappointed. in 
utcall 2 


617- 438-5258 
SWEET CHERRY 


Young, kinky, sexy blonde wait 
ing to frolic & play with you 
57", 38D-26-36, 19yrs. Guar 
anteed to make your juices drip. 
OUTCALLS ONLY 


617-438-0227 


TAILORED INTERLUDE 

Taylor Glamorous 37yr blonde 
34-c-with long sculptured legs 
flawless figure and a passion 
for play. Exclusive independent 


617-319-7515 


TOP NOTCH BABES 
Seeking the 
professional male. 
Outcall service only. 
781-975-0107 


TREASURES 
PLEASURES 


617-387-1442 
617-312-4168 


Special Rate 
always ring attractive adie 


TRINITY 


cstasy! Call us 
781-244-0554 


TS ANGEL 


617-594-9324 


TWO GIRLS 
FOR THE PRICE 
OF ONE 
617-818-0512 


( 781) 731- 7627 
www.upscaleincall. 
com 
Selectively Hiring 


VICTORIA LATIN 
BEAUTY 


>5yrs 57 36DD-26-36. Gor. 


20uS. Incalis only 


617-501-4335 


TW/TS 


_ AMELIA PRE- a 


atina girl no attit 
d, specialing in be- 


617 288-2505 
ASH-LEE 


Black pre-op Looking 2 have 
the boys play in my yard 
Incalls only 


617-542-4362 


CAMILLA PRE- — 


617-482-8578 


PURE 
SATISFACTION 


917 418-9597 
LYNETTE TS 


617-427-0602 


PRETTY HOT 
““SHEMALE™* 


th Americar 


100% passible 15 


Boston call Debora 


781-552-9247 


TALIZA PRE-OP 


617-482-8578 


TS Lolly Pop 


NEEDA 


WEBSITE?? 


ed! 617-480-3983 


www.princesskalidomme 


www. kittilymocx. Cor 


et cetera 


3 
* Escort R 
aaa 


ett cI 
+ Video/A 


PURELY SIMPLE 


NO GAMES! 
NO GIMMICKS! 
JUST PURELY FULL SERVICE!!! 
CERTIFIED QUALITY ESCORT 
HOUR APPOINTMENTS ONLY 


TANDA 3600, 5'8", 130LBS 
INCALLS IN KENMORE $9. 
INTOWN TIL DEC 4-8 


*82(443)904-6073 


| WILL NOT ANSWER 
RESTRICTED CALLERS!!! 


(617) 970-3603 


Now located Just 20 min. 
North of Boston! 


WWW.NEWENGLA 


pl Wy) dal og NDSTRIP.COM 
401-482-6969 piicaed 


en your # with area code 


only in town for < 


DO NOT MISS l ne.com I'll take my time for 
CHANCE 503 you. 


617-331-5574 ceamansawaeoen. 617-892-2736 





ADULT SERVICES | 


Clubs & Spas 


Att Nede 


bt 
MARIO'S= 


SFOWPLACE 


147 THOMPSON RD., WEBSTER, MA 
RTE. 395, EXIT 1 - 1-888-41PLACE 


NOW APPEARING! 
DEC. 4,5 &6 


Lovette@ 


Big Bust Model 
& XXX. Porn Star 


BE AN EXOTIC DANCER! 
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY 


Sunday & Monday Nite Football 
BIG SCREEN * STADIUM SOUND * FREE BUFFET 
HURST RS AS 


rm pre Se 
— le AS Le goblet 
i. a oe ee 300 IN UR AL Noe 


FREE BUFFET SUNDAY-THURSDAY 12-3PM 


KXX © ADULT EMPORIUM ¢ KXK ¢ ADULT EMPORIUM ¢ KXX 


ALL NUDE 18+ 


< NUDE LAP 
DANCING! 


OPEN THLE 2 
FRI & SATil! 
© (1AM ON THURSDAY) 
CCC Ce , 


c ee ot 
257 B ALLENS AVE., PROVIDENCE, Ri (FLICKXX COMPLEX) 401-461-3700 * WALK-INS WELCOME 


ErovucBlvd.com 


A good place to meet bad people. 


“APPLE SPA 


DIRECTIONS: 

Take Rt. 95 Exit 18 Thurbers Ave. 
Follow Thurbers Ave. West 1/2 mile 
Turn left onto Broad Street 1021 
Broad Street is on the right, 2nd Floor 
IFES 
PAIR KUNG RLOT, 

BEHIND BUILDING 


1021 BROAD STREET 
2ND FLOOR * PROVIDENCE, Ri 


(401) 941-9901 


Be 


SUSU Dee 


TIT Wiha) < 9 ve ESET HS ve 


Bt Shh ey AUmtrn 


inal 


Now OpEn! 
76 Deary St. Providence, RI 


FULL FACILITY, MASSAGE, STEAM 
SAUNA, BODY SCRUB 


Directions 


MRCP Wel iMod ee ae Tn ee oP eee Dea 
onto Whipple One Block stake left on Oregon a 
From 95 North *Exit 23 State Offices ‘bear right on Orms take a right | 
on Douglas first right on Whipple sright on Oregon behind building 
{ 


PRIVATE PARKING 


WN 
) 351-1611 th 


ea 





MYSTIQUE 


"Dungeon Par Excellence" 
7 


Greater-Boston's PREMIER 


Fully-Equipped, Professionally Staffed, 
Discreet, Multi-Room BDSM Facility 


Genuine Dominas & Submissives 


(781) 388-9990 


mystiquedungeons.com 


7 days -11 am to 1 am ~ Woman and Couples Welcome 


Adult Classified 


Mystique Dungeons Curious 


Lifestyles 
(781) 860-7441 


Don’t Tell My 
Husband! 
Wanna Play? 
Wild Times Await 
(781) 860-7383 


GET RESULTS! 
617-859-3300 


PHOENIX 


CLASSIFIEDS GAY PHONE SEX!!! 


"4-900-407-8884 


781-388-9990 


1-800-805-TALK 
Fantasy/Fetish aa. 


MAXIM’S Mapes nap 


Phone Fantasy 
BI-CURIOUS? 


a More Swingers than 
Austin Power’s 


MISTRESS 
ANGELINA 
supreme Boston's Best 

«Dating Choice... 


er nced 


781-769-7869 


MT 


i 


1-800-811-4048 
1, 900-772-6289 


4-800-264-DATE 
(3283), 

1-800-719-HUNK 
(4865) 


SHAMROCK 
ENTERTAINMENT 


ZZLING HOT PHONE TALK 
1-800-785-2833 
1-900-993-5159 


Strictly SEX! 
(781) 860-7385 
What's Your Desire? 
800-672-2867 
800-358-5455 - 800-794-MEET 


WHERE 


SINGLES MEET 
Browse ar 


4 


nd Respond FREE 
617-338-9990 
ode 


ADULT SERVICES THE § 


). 


4) 


2: K AVE, RT 9 
ER, MA 


PRESENT THIS COUPON 
Ze) MAO SDA RS AMAL NAMES AOS RO TCO Sa ACER CRS (e\.1 


Women at your 


$Best Pay in The 
Fingertips 


Industry $ !! 


FEMALE DANCERS 
SEs. 


XXX Retail 


1-800-990-9377 
1-900-725-3262 
from 2.98/min 18+ 


Strippers 


ALTERNATIVE 
Entertainment 


ARE YOU 


We are seeking MATRIX MASSAGE 


KittyLixx.com 


1-800-698-8829 “ 
617-742-1608 617-472-2990 
kk kk 
$20-$40 P/HR 
.cDANCERS WANTED PINK PAGES YOU WILL LOVE 
< OUR 
$100 to $300 + hr a 


, SELECTION 
& up x v 


WORK IN 


EXOTIC DANCERS ADULT FILMS 


WANTED!!! 


$800+ Per Scene! 


800-901-4974 617-547-0443 


1-800-443-0678 
w 4-900-993-1450 


From $2.99 Min 18+ 


Call 888-999-5859 





PROVIDENCE‘S NEWEST & BEST 
Bi? =, CHOICE FOR ADULT ENTERTAINMENT! 


GENTLEMAN'S CLUB /BACHELOR PARTY VENUE 


ey D 1 we i Hi Vy 
Wednesday Dec te All Afternoon—All Night!!! 


a. 2 mas Par 


iF oan 
oe 
fi Featuring Santa’s Little Helpers! —s 
een Sc CUI Mal tee o 


ristmas Door Prizes! Friendly Elves! 
Every Thursday | Fabulous Friday | Sensational Saturday| Tailgate Sunday EN Two X One 
is THIRSTY Special Feature Bachelor Parties | Watch the game on Two table dances for 
Ps elie a TAT | Big Screens 
THURSDAY | __ Entertainers a hae 


the price of one all 


1 Franklin SQ. Providence RI (401) 274-5560 » Junction of Eddy St & Allens Ave 


95 South Exit 19 - Bear Right Onto Allens Ave, 500 Feet, Right Hand Side 


© WE NOW OFFER KENO & ALL RI LOTTERY GAMES # ALWAYS LOOKING FOR NEW ENTERTAINERS ¢ 
NEW ENGLAND'S ONLY CHOICE 
FOR eeieeee ENTERTAINMENT! 


SV3udwetsex & C223 


% 
den § TUESDAYS 
RL BMA ee 
MONDAY NIGHT [iiieate mae: Sane 
F OOTBALL PARTY EVERY TUESDAY NOON TO 6PM. 
PCALMUMRG te ee 
; EVERY TUESDAY IS AMATEUR NIGHT! 
GREAT BUDWEISER 
SOOTSALE Paine OVER $400 IN CASH & PRIZES! 
FREE HALFTIME BUFFET CHECK OUT OUR NEW 
> FOR1TABLE GOURMET KITCHEN! 
DANCING ALL NIGHT 


wing until midnight 7 dags a week! 


ee PIU aa amore) ie 
28 SIMS AVE & HARRIS AVE, PROVIDENCE © 401.272.4126 
CLUB FANTASIES ON THE WEB - WWW.CLUBFANTASIES.COM 


a 
Tan 
ec teei}| aretha 


FREE SECURE PARKING 





NEW ENGLAND'S LARGEST AND 
MOST EXPERIENCED AGENCY 
PROVIDING QUALITY 
ENTERTAINMENT 
FOR OVER A DECADE 


New England's Be 
MILD 
In your face at your place! 
Guaranteed Attractive Female & Male 
Performers for all occasions 
| No party too small! - One hour door to door! 


| The Hottest 1&2 Girl Shows! 


1-800-300-6787 


strippersnetwork.com 


| 

eS talent always welcome 
ST 
Zens 


In The Mood For Nude! 


Check the rest 
we have the best 
competitive prices 


SPECIALIZING IN THE 
WILD 1-2 AND 3-GiRLS 
ON GIRL 0X SHOWS. 
THE ORIGINATOR’S OF 
THE HEART ATTACK SPECIAL! 
Over 6S Femate and 
Mate Exotic Dancers 
For Any Occasion 
From Mild To Wild 


The party lasts one night. But the 
memories last a life time. 
S ; 
Exotic Dancers 
From MILD to WILD 


arly bavperts 
f / 


1-888-999-5859 


NOT AFFILIATED WITH ANY OTHER AGENCY 


eBACHELOR/ETTE “See 
PARTIES 

| DINNER DATES 

| MASSAGE 


CVA yal: +1!) 
Pte TE ab | 
www.DanergousCurvesUSA.com 


CHEATERS-WHERE GOOD ELVES GO BAD 
FULL CONTACT DANCING! AT PROVIDENCE'S BEST 


HAVE THE BACHELOR PARTY THEY'LL BE TALKING ABOUT 
FOR YEARS! PUT THE GROOM IN THE SHOW! 
CALL TODAY! 


EroticBlvd.com 


A good place to meet bad people 


Bo COVER ONLY $5 FRI& SAT @ 
¢ DANCERS WANTED - tees 
'CALL&ASKFOR MICHAEL = 


245 Allens Ave Providence (401) 941-8310 
1 95 to Exit 18 to Allens Ave 3/4 of a mile on left » Easy To Get To! 


| 9700 
$4.99 Min 18+ 


Jecemher 


r Clubs & Spas} & Spas > 
OUTNP RNOLD) NBS 


770 N.Main Street ¢ Providence 
Lo) ol—T ym ore) ae eM e/a) lela) g 
ZY - Z SS 2? gNorth Branch Ave 
¢ Dry Sauna * Steam Sauna 
* Body Rub ¢ Walk-in Service 
Directions: From 95 N 
Exit 24 left onto Branch Avenue From 
95 S Exit 24 right onto Branch Avenue 
Both take right turn onto North Main 
Street then 1st Right on Livingston Street 


Exit 24 
Dryden 


Mechanic 
Pane | 


Livingston St. 


Oriental [<< 
Garden Spa | 


industrial Drive 


}224)S URW YON 


Massage Therapy° 


88 Pleasant St. Pawtucket, RI. 02860 
401.728.1700 


Men & Women Weicome 


eed ate) 


Licensed Massage Therapists 
Swedish & Shiatsu Massage 
Steam & Dry Saunas 


Bo 
DOWNTOWN 


ACUPRESSURE 


* Steam & Dry Sauna 
* Body Shampoo 


* Acupressure Massage 
* Walk-in Service 


* Open 7 Days * 


URES ORS Pa RUM Rm RR eRe eek Re 


# From 95 N to Exit 21 > Go left > Left at 1st light > At 3rd light go left 2 Go ba BR isd 
> 3rd-street on right go right at Custom House Tavem & f° 


i 1 Custom House Street * 4th Floor « Providence, RI 


401.553.5800 





oO 


Anil i 


MANHUNT net ~ 


a oo 





i 


Body Wrap Walk-In Service 


] - | 
Gavs a Week 


Showers aaah 


. 


’ 


lelep ione Dullding 


Dr - Sauna Providence, R.1. 


Directions from 1-95 Southbound [Directions from | 
— Ob es ; 
[ake exit 21 — Atwells Ave | Take exit 21 — Service Road # 
Turn Left on Atwells Ave Turn Right on Broadway 
Turn Left on Fountain St furn Left on Fountain St 
Turn Right on Dorrance St Turn Right on Dorrance St 


Turn Right on Westminster St Turn Right on Westminster St 
West Exchange 
fe Oe 
ah 
+ ages Sy Biltmore Hotel 
25 
——————_————————— 
Washington | i 
@ Spa } 
| Midori } 
| —_—__—_— 
Weybosset | i , 
Union St. Dorrance # 


Turn Right on Union St Turn Right on Union St 


aa 





3 ADULT SERVICES THE 8 


To listen o1 


Semana 
EROSPHERE 


GET RESULTS! 


PHOENIX 
CLASSIFIEDS 


SOIR eaea 
Women Seeking 
Men 


Back From Heaven 


BE MY TOY 


DISCREET 


ENCOUNTERS 


xKKnenn 
GIRL GONE WILD 


7 am 


spond, call 617-976-7587 
GOT SOMETHING 
WORTH BRAGGING 

ABOUT? 


Save The Best For 


ADONIS 
Last aie tic 


MAKE YA MELT 


OLD GUY SPANKING THE LADIES MAN 


ARE YOU A 
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